


7 Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X-.excellent -deteriorated A- unaltered I( original site 

good -- ruins -altered - m o v e d  date - - -. 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

St.  Stephen's Episcopal Church i s  located on Route 360 i n  the  town of Heathsville, 
Northumberland County. Consecrated i n  1881, the church is a de l igh t fu l  example of the  
Gothic s ty l e  adapted t o  a r u r a l  parish ed i f ice .  The wood-frame building i s  a rectangular, 
one-story, gable-roof s t ruc ture  covered with board-and-batten siding. 

The main (west) elevation is  dominated by a one-story porch which consis ts  of paired 
square columns supporting a steeply pitched roof capped by a cross.  The porch is  d is t in-  
guished by an in se t  Gothic arch with sharp t r e f o i l s  and sawnwork wooden ra i l ing .  An i ron 
r a i l i ng  on the s teps  const i tutes  a l a t e r  addition. The porch s h e l t e r s  a double doorway 
with its or ig ina l  herringbone-pattern paneled doors s e t  i n  a simple frame. The doorway 
has stained-glass qua t re fo i l s  s e t  within a pointed arch. The porch is flanked by narrow, 
pointed stained-glass windows. A stained-glass rose window i s  i n  t h e  gable. A cross  
marks the  apex of the roof.  The gable i s  ornamented with a braced f i n i a l  and pendants. 

The north and south elevations consist  of four bays. Each bay contains a pointed 
window with s ta ined glass .  The e a s t  elevation i s  dominated by a rectangular apse. The 
apse is l ighted by three  pointed windows, the center one t a l l e r  and wider than the s ide  
windows. An ex ter ibr  brick chimney breaks the  elevat ion 's  roof l i ne .  To the s ide of the 
apse i s  a s m a l l  vestry.  

i The plan of the church consis ts  of a nave with a vest ibule  t o  the west. The 
sanctuary i s  s e t  within a pointed-arch recess formally separated from t h e  nave by a wooden 
communion r a i l .  The a l t a r  reredos, pu lp i t  and lec te rn  were the work of Clem Goodman, a 
parishioner. The pews a r e  o r ig ina l  t o  the  church. 

!Ibe or ig ina l  church b e l l  i s  located t o  the e a s t  of the  building. The cemetery, a 
l a t e r  addition, occupies t h e  rear  lawn. 
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8. Significance 

Period 
__. prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
_- 1700-1799 
-Z.1800-1899 

1900- 

Areas of SignificanccCheck and justify below X 
- archeology-prehistoric ._-community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic _-conservation - law - science 
-agriculture -economics -- literature - sculpture 
X architecture -education -military - social1 
- art -engineering .- music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-. communications - industry - politicslgovernment -transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
-- 

Specific dates 1881 (consecrated) BuiIderiArchitect T. ~uck le ;  Ghe uiere  -- G 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Consecrated i n  1881, S t .  Stephen's Church ranks among t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  examples of 
the wooden Gothic o r  "Carpenters Gothic" s t y l e  popular throughout America i n  the  mid-19th 
century. The building is a lso  evidence of ru ra l  Virginia 's  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  conservatism: 
such churches i n  northern s t a t e s  usually date c loser  t o  1852, when the prominent church 
a rch i tec t  Richard Upjohn popularized the s t y l e  with h i s  designs fo r  picturesque wooden 
churches i n  h i s  book Rural Architecture. Parish records list S t .  Stephen's a r c h i t e c t  as  
one T. Buckler Ghepiere .  Whether the a rch i tec t  o r  the parishioners were instrumental  i n  
the choice of s t y l e ,  t h i s  remote Northern Neck church i l l u s t r a t e s  the continued i n t e r e s t  
of the Anglican community i n  having i ts  houses of worship, however modest, adorned w i t h  
accurately interpreted and handsomely c raf ted  Gothic forms. This i n t e r e s t  was fos te red  
by the e c c l e s i o l o ~ i c a l  movements of e a r l i e r  i n  the  century which s t r e s sed  the  use of  
Gothic s t y l e  t o  emphasize Anglicanism's m o t s  i n  the Medieval church. 

The or ig ina l  St .  Stephen's Parish was formed i n  1698 by combining Boutracy and 
Fa i r f i e ld  parishes.  Fa i r f ie ld ,  e a r l i e r  known a s  Chickacoan Parish,  en-braced the a rea  t o  
the north of the Wicomico River and dated from 1648. St .  Stephen's was represented i n  
the f i r s t  convention of the Episcopal Church of Virginia i n  1785, and t h e  par ish sen t  
representatives t o  the  Council Conventions intermit tent ly  u n t i l  1799. The par ish declined 
following the disestablishment. Writing i n  1857, Bishop Meade noted t h a t  there  was no 
act ive church o r  par ish in  Northumberland County. 

A renewed i n t e r e s t  in an Episcopal Church for  Northumberland prompted the purchase 
of land i n  1874 fo r  the  purpose of "erecting a house of divine worship."' The present  
rec tor ,  John H. Parke, has recorded the ear ly  his tory of t h e  present  building. The Rev. 
M r .  Parke writes: 

The guiding s p i r i t s  fo r  securing an a rch i t ec t  and f o r  r a i s i n g  funds 
for  construction of the new church building were D r .  and Mrs. James 
Smith who l ived  i n  the nearby beaut i fu l  e s t a t e  Mantua. M r s .  Alice Kay 
Smith, serving a s  agent for  the  t rus tees ,  has l e f t  a meticulous 
accounting of money received from pledges, subscriptions,  f a i r s ,  con- 
ce r t s ,  oyster  roas t s ,  tableaux, f i sh  f r i e s ,  and sa l e s  of candy, straw- 
ber r ies ,  and whatever e l s e  the members of the  parish could l a y  t h e i r  
hands on, fo r  a t o t a l  of $2373.64 which presumably covered the  cos t  of 
the present building. Expenditures were a l so  carefu l ly  recorded for  
a rch i tec t ' s  fees,  s ta ined glass ,  lumber, f i ne  'ullwork, l i gh t ing  
f ix tures ,  shingles,  t ie-rods,  bricks,  supplies fo r  various enter ta in-  
ments, even a donkey and saddle for  one of the  many f a i r s .  A l l  shipments 
from Baltimore were by steamer t o  the landing a t  Mantua i n  D r .  Smith's 
care. Few of the supplies were avai lable  i n  the Northern Neck, and 
Richmond, beyond the Rappahannock, was as  remote a s  t h e  moon! Thanks t o  
steamers plying the  Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River, Baltimore was f a r  
more accessible than any other c i ty .  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3/4 acre 

Quadrangle name Heathsville 1 - Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

UMT References 
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Zone Easting Northing 

~~~i~~~~~~ Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbat boundary description and justification Beginning on SE s i d e  of p r iva t e  drive a t  a po in t  about 
200' NE of i n t e r sec t ion  of s a i d  dr ive and U.S. Route 360 and about 1800' ESE of eas te rn  
in te rsec t ion  of s a i d  U.S. route  with S t a t e  Route 601; thence extending 200' SSE along fence 
l i n e  of cemetery; thence extending 150' SSW t o  s a i d  U.S. route;  (See Continuation Sheet #1) 

List al l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state -- code county - code 

state code county code 

3 I. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Staff  

organization Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Connnission date August 1979 

street a number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

clty or town Richmond state Virginia  23219 

P 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnlficance of thls property wlthin the state IS: 

- natlonal 
X 

-state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate thls pro y inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordmg t - yp  set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State ~istodpreserwation Officer signature -- 
Tucker H i l l .  Executive Director r r n  .I I--,- ~~ ~- .2&r LC , : . 1 1 t .  

title vi rn i  ni a H i s t o r i c  T,andmarks Cormnission r l i l t ~  41 LJ - 

, ' ..., -:. . . 
For M R S  unody?d,;:r,  ., . . . b ,  

. . 
, . . . 

I hmN6aitnr(hbmh woDertv is included In 6 National ~eaistei:' ' 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURmYS 

(2)  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1974 S t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmnd, Vi rg in ia  23219 

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

Although t h e  co rne r  s tone  g ives  Emmanuel Church a s  t h e  o r l g i n a l  
name, when t h e  b u i l d i n g  was completed it was formally consecra ted  
on Apr i l  30, 1881 by t h e  R t .  Rev. F ranc i s  M. Whittle, Bishop of 
Vi rg in ia ,  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  Rev. Messrs. Tucker, Derby, and E. ~ e a d e . ~  

The congregat ion remains a c t i v e  t o  t h e  present .  Addi t ional  l and  has  been added t o  
t h r  p a r i s h  hold ings  which inc lude  a cemetery. 

l ~ h e  Rev. John H. Parke, "Notes on S t .  S tephen 's  Church," Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  
Landmarks Commission Archives, Richmond, Vi rg in ia .  

'1bid. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT - Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

thence extending 200' NW along E s i d e  of s a i d  r o u t e  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  p r i v a t e  d r i v e ;  
thence extending 200' NNE along SE s i d e  of s a i d  d r i v e  t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  

The boundary f o r  S t .  S tephen 's  Church i s  drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  church and surround- 
ing land t h a t  was inc luded i n  t h e  land purchase of 1874. 






