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(I object
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{Enter *'N/A" it propacty is nOt pan of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resourcas within P
(Do nat inciude previously listed resourcss in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
= 3 buikdings
o 0 sites
9 o structures
0 ' 9 objects
1 3 Total

Nurnber of contributing resources previously listed
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8. Function or Use

Historic Funotions: Curvent: Functione:
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domestic: sjingle dwelling

domestic: single dwelling

7. Description

Architecturzi Classification
{Enter categonss from instructions)

Sreek Revival

Nerrative Description

Materials
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ather wooden porches
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SUMMARY PARABRAFH:

Versailles, a dwelling located in Northusbarland Coumltysy:
Virginia, was constructed in the aid~-1850s by Samuel B. Burgame.
The principal feature of the facade is a two story pedisented
entrance parch with a classical entablature and second floor
balcony. The gable-roofed house is approximately 446’ acroaoss by
30" deep, woad~-frame construction and has two—and-cone-half~
stories over a raised brick basement. There ::re five
symmetrically arranged bays on the first and second levels.
Interior—-end chimneys are located at the gables of the original
central-passage, single-pile house. Greek Revival details are
found on the porch and on the entablature at the eaves aof the
facade and the south side of the building. 0Originally 208 acres,
the property upon which Versailles is situated has been reduced
to the present approximately three acre parcel. The grounds
surrounding the home are simply landscaped with mature boxwood,
crepe myrtles and other trees, many of which are thought to date

from the nineteenth centurvy. There are three noncontributing
buildings on the property; a garage under construction. a small
twentieth centurvy agricultural building used for poultry
production and a nineteenth century smokehouse altered to

accommodate a heating system for the main house.
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ARCHITECTURAL. DESCRIPTION

Versailles, located on 2 broad. flat expanse of land in
Northumberland County, iz thought to have been constructed
between 1833 and 1857. The house is a tuo—and—one-hal¥—stnry,
singile—-pile, central-passage—plan building with a facad - : :
featurew a five-bay Fenestration pattern and is doainated:Ds
centrally. located, two—-story, pedisented, gable-roofed Qutrv'
porch. The wood—frame house is situated on a raised brick
basement and is sheathed in weatherboard. Greek Revival details
are found in both the decorative features on the front of the
house and in the interior woodwork.

The 4ront entrance consists of a paneled wooden door topoed by a
four—-light transom. Four square, tapered pillars support the
porch at each level. The door from the second-floor central
passage onto the porch does not have a transom. Original applied
pilasters flank the doorways that provide aceess to the first and
second stories of the porch. An original bench is on the east
side of the first story porch. The porch balustrades consist of
di amond-pattern sawnwork and slightly rounded handrails. The
original wooden floor and steps of the entrv porch have been
replaced by poured concrete. The porch balustrades., pediment, and
entablature, along with the building entablature. have bGreek
Revival detailing. # twisted rope-motif malding forms part of
the entablature on the nerth and south elevations of the house.

The raised basement is constructed of red brick laid in +ive-
course American bond. The basement and second storvy windows are
six—over—-six double-hung sash. The windows of the first floor
are also six— over-six double-hung sash, but are larger than the
windows of the basement and second story. The roof is of
standing-seam metal painted green.

The western and eastern elevations each have a bul khead entrance

to the basement that is 2Z°7.5" deep and S73" wide. These covered
entrances are constructed of brick and have gable raofs, and
double, single-panel doors. The east entrv provides outside

access to the kitchen and the west provides access to the dining
room. On the north side of the west entrance entrv are bricks
inscribed with the initials "S.B.B." and the date "1853".
Tapered raking cornices are found on each of the bulkheaded
entrances and at the gable ends of the ragf line of the main
structure. There are single, interior—-end chimnevs at each gable
end of the structure. The attic space is 1lit by two—over—four,
doubl e—hung windows located on either side of the chimnevs. The
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western elevation has a six-over—six double-hung window in the
nineteenth—century addition ¢to the northwestern corner of
housea. Thew: eastern elevation has- a six-over-six double
window at the southeastern corner of the house that ek
previcusly-served as a door. A six-over-six double~hung windoee
is also found on the northeast corner of the house. opposite that
on the west side. Also on the eastern elevation is a late—
twentieth—century chimney that ventilates the heating system.
Additions constructed during the late nineteenth century and in
the 1970s and 1980s have obscured the house’s original northern
elevation. During the late nineteenth century the northwest and
northeast sections of the original shed roofed porch were
enclosed to form two additional rooms, leaving an open porch
between them. Sometime later., probably in the earlv twentieth
century, the open porch was enclosed with glass windows.

In the late 1270s the current owners permanently enclosed the
porch for use as a bathroom and laundry area. In 1985 a major
construction project was undertaken during which the basement was
extended under the porch enclosure and a seccond floor was built
above the porch enclosure. A raised balustraded deck was added
and is accessible from the four-panel rear door. There are ftive
bavs on the first floor. and tweo on the second. At the basement
level are a pair of French doors, one near each building corner
and two windows. Four windows near the corners aof the narthern
elevation are all sin-over—six double-hung that are surrounded by
simple trim and flanked by wooden louvered shutters. Second
story windows are smaller six-over-six double-hung sash without
shutters. The original weatherboarding of the second floor rear
wall was removed during the most recent renovation. reproduced,
and then replaced along with the reproduction siding.

The bulkhead entrv on the western elevation of the building gives
access to the current dining room. Woocden plank flooring now

covers the original dirt floor. The baseboards in this and other
basement rooms were put in place during the 198BS construction
project. Original horsehair plaster could -~ not be saved,

therefore. the walls in the basement are now painted wallboard.
Lath and plaster was removed to expose the beams in the basement
ceiling. The fireplaces i1n the dining room and in the adjacent
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kitchen were reworked in 19835 using many of the original bricks.
The mantle in the dining room is original to the house. Becausa-
there is no evidence-of an exterior kitchem; it is possibl M
this large room once served as a kitchen. Unlike the otheaw
levels of the structure, the basement does not have a central
passage. A steep, straight flight of stairs is attached to the
eastern wall of the dining room. The areas underneath and
alongside the stairs are sheatherd in what appears to be
twentieth—century paneling. The stairs are open—-string with two
turned baulsters per step, and a handrail that terminates in a

s
3

turned newel. The dining room has a connecting door into the
other room that is original to the basement. now used as a
kitchen. The flooring, baseboard, windows and ceiling are as

described in the dining room.

The kitchen can be entered through the dining room or the east
bul khead. The owners have incorporated the modern conveniences of
the kitchen with sensitivity to the original materials and use of
the room. The 1985 addition to the basement can be entered fram
either the dining rocom or kitchen. A mudroom, bathroom. and

pantry are located in this moderately narrow addition that

extends the width of the house.

The first—floor central passage of Vercsailles is the most ornate
portion of the house. All the flooring in the 1850s section of

the hpouse 1is the original, random—width pine boards. The
baseboard of the entry hall is about ten inches high and consists
of three sections of molding: one curved pilece and two flat

sections. This baseboard treatment is also found in the other
original rooms of the first and second floors. Most of the walls
in the central passage, parlor and family room are the original

painted horsehair plaster.

The original doors at the front and rear entrances of the central
passage are four—panel types,. The trim that frames these doors
in the central passage 1s approximately ten inches wide and
features Greek Revival details at the upper corners, commonly

referred to as ears. A flat piece of molding., approximately
three inches wide, extends along the western wall of the central
passage at a height of almost five fset. Simple metal hooks in

this molding were perhaps used far the hanging of cloaks. A
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circular molded plaster medallion in the ceiling of the central
passage fell during a recent storm. Owners have retained 1
pisces in hopes- of having a replica created to replace~
classically designed medallion. The doors providing access-ﬁn:t
the central passage to the first floor rooms have Greek key
designs on the surrounds. A piece of molding on the wall below
the stairway landing has the same Greek key design.

The staircase is the most dramatic feature of the central
passage. Attached to the eastern wall of the central passage,
facing north, the open-string stair ascends eleven steps to an
approximately 37 by 10° landing and then turns to the south for

another five steps before reaching the second floor. The treads
are 10.75" deep by 40" wide and each riser is 7" tall. Two
simply tapered walnut balusters are found at each tread level.
The walnut handrail is oval in shape, and ascends from a turned
walnut newel post. There are scrolled brackets below the string

and a six-panel spandrel to the floor. The stairs leading from
the second floor to the attic are much the same as the main
stair, although the stairs are narrower and the first few treads

are triangular winders.

The parlor of the house is located west of the central passage.
Original features of the room include the +flooring. baseboard,
plaster walls. window and door surrounds. mantelpiece and
decorative paneled dado below the windows. The windows are
surrounded by molding that terminate in ear shaped corners.
breek key designs and pilaster-like side moldings complete the
window motif. The crown molding in this and other First floar
rooms is not original, but was added by the current awnerse in
1975

The second parlor, located east of the central passage, is
currently used as a family room but retains much of its original
character. The door and window surrounds are of reeded molding
with bull’s eye corner blocks. Rectangular panels the width of
the windows are located below each window. The stained
mantelpiece has a full entablature and caornice shelf and
surrounds the reworked firebox. The window on the east side of
the room replaced what had been a door.
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The first story rooms that were later additions to the house can

be reached from either of the parlaors or the central hall,. The
rooms located at the corners of the houss were created during thas-
late—-ninetesnth~century alteration, and are currently ussd as
childrens’ " bedrooms. Windows and doors of these rooms are
similar to the original deoors and windows of the first floor.

Baseboards and window +frames have narrower, simpler moldings.

Each room has a window on the side and rear. The remainder of

the porch was enclosed in the late 1970s., forming a hallway to
the south and a bathroom and laundry area to the north,

The second floor of the original house also has a central passage
with a room to each side. The floar, baseboard. and walls of
these two rooms are identical to those of the first floor. Window
ahd door surrounds, doors, and mantelpieces are generally of a
simpler nature than those of the +Ffirst floor. Window and door
surrounds of the two original bedrooms, located on the southern
si1de of the house, are reeded, but do neot have the bull’s evye
correr blocks. The doors feature two long, vertical panels.

Some original finish that remains on the western bedroom®s door
appears ta have been faux—painted using a graining technigue.

The mantel in this bedroom. similar to that cof the west parlor,
1= tiered with narrow columns and gouged ovals.

The mantelplece in the second bedroom does nct have the gouged
ovals. The firebox in this room was apparently constructed to
house a stove of some soart.

The 1985 addition on the northern elevation provides two small
bedrooms and a double bath with skylight. In this and other
modifications, the current owners have given careful attention to
details to mairntain the inteagrity of the original structure. All
ncdernization has been done with a sense of respect and
compatibility for the criginal structural materials and details.
A stalr, similar in most details to the main stair, leads from
the secand floor to an attic central passage. Doors ta twa small
raoms on the east and west of the central passage are original,
ag is all the flooring, plaster and lath walls., and cellings.
The ceiling 1is only E7in height. The rooms of the attic are
currently used as storage areas.
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There are thres noncontributing <+frame outhuildings onr thews
property. The 35 by 20° frame hen house appears toc have basw
constructed: in the second quarter of this century. It suffered
tarnado damage but cwners have received notification that they
can repair it to original status. Also as a result of the
tornado, the garage was completely demolished. A single-story,
18°x 3I&’ replacement is under construction. A frame building,
126" by 106", originally a smokehouse, now houses the heating
system for the residence. Although nail and sawmark evidence
points to a mid-nineteenth-century construction date, the roof,
foundation and interior modifications make this structure non-
contributing.

The vard at Versailles is landscaped with many matures borwoods.
crepe myrtles, and other large trees which are believed to be
remnants of the original nineteenth century gardens. These
mature plantings are an important part of Versailles’ setting.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Versailles 1& nominated to the Virginia Landmarks Reqgister and
the MNational Register For Historic Flaces wunder criteria L for
architectural significance at the local level. The period ot
significance for this property is from 18352 until 18E7, the years

during which the house was constructed. Versa:lles is
architecturally noteworthy +for ts two—tier front portico with
original wood-work and unusual railing pattern. Interior details

in the large I house have been carefully praserved. including the
curving stair, and bold Greek Revival-style embell:shments.
Renovation has left the main block of the house basically
unaltered, although the rear lean-to was e@nlarged and raised ta
two stories. The well-preserved Versailles is an excellent
example of a group of late antebellum Northumberland County
plantation houses that appear to be by the hand of the same
unidenti fied master carpenter. (Rock Hall and wWheatlands are two. |
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HISTORY

Sasmuel Benedict Burgess was a locally prominent 1andawner for—
whom Versailles was constructed. His initials and the date 1853

are found inscribed in three bricks in the western bulkhead entry

to the basement. Samuel Benedict Burgess, born 8 April 1813, was

the son of the Rev. Benedict Burgess and Lucy Coles Burgess.
Benedict Burgess was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church

and a storekeeper. The town is still referred to as Burgess’

Store although the post office is simply Burgess.

Samuel followed in his fathers footsteps and became a leader in
the membership of the Fairfields Methodist Frotestant Church. He
was also a planter and grist nill operator. Samuel Burgess
married twice. His first wife, Frances Elizabeth Coles producesd
three daughters before her death ca. 1848-49, It is with his
second wife, Eliza Ann Coles, that Samuel Burgess moved to the
home that would come to be known as Versailles.'®

In 185Z Samuel Purgess purchased s 208 acre tract of land., known
as the High House, from Thomas Flynt.- Flynt had purchased the
parcel from William Harcum in 1844, At the time Burgess
purchased the property from Flynt land tax records indicate there
was a building valued at one hundred dollars. The brick datsd
1857 located in the western bulkhead entrance and 18S7 land tax
records which show an increase of $2000 assessed for the
buildjngs on this property clearly indicate the construction
date.”’

The Burgesses became the parents ot four daughters.4 Adside +rom
his familial obligations Samuel B. Burgess was a man involved in
both religious and political activities. He served as a Justice
of the Peace from 18SZ wuntil the end of the 1860s.° Burgess was
a4 c¢county supervisor representing the Fairfields District from
1873 until his death and he represented Northumberland and
Westmoreland Counties 1in the 1879-1880 session of the Virgin:ia
House of Delegates.®

An inventory filed after Samuel B. Burgess’ death indicated that
extensive farming was carried on at _Versailles, and that the
interior of the home wa:s well supplied.’
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After the estate of Samuel B. Burgess was settled, Versailles
passed into the ownership of Dr. W.P. Sydnor and, his wife M.
Evalyn Sydnor, Burgess’ daughter and son—in-1aw. 8 Dr. Sydnow
repressnted .Northumberland and Westmoreland Counties _in the
Virginia General Assembly during the 1904 session. The
Sydnor’s had no children, but took in a young girl, Mamie Koenig,
whom they raised. In his will, Dr. Sydnor bequeathed his home
and belongings to his wife and upon her death to Mamie Koen;gr of
whom he says, "...has always been a splendid child to me.... "0

Mamie Koenig Cockrell retained ownership of the property until
1972 when she sold the land and dwelling to Calvin E. Swann,
retaining residential rights for the remainder of her life.!

Upon the death of Mamie Koenig Cockrell in August of 1975 Calvin
Swann sold nearly four acres of the property, including the
dwelling to Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Marston. ! The Marston’s and
their four children are the current residents.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

Beginning at a concrete marker an the northerly edge of U.S.
Highway 360, adjacent other land of Swann and the land herexn
conveyed; thms .following U.S. Hi Ay 3&0.,N62. 31710" W 2000
feul to a: Vi ‘DS OF Hi ¢ Nirkers thences WY
49°32 W 184. 83 fuat: tora- concretd sarker,; adSazent other 1 -
Swann: thence following other land af Swann N 24 154739" E 4£18.09
feet; passing through a power pole; to a concrete marker, thence
S 44° 54°52° E 205.31 feet to a concrete marker, thence § 24°
00* 00" &88.05 feet to a concrete marker of the northerly edge of
U.S. Highway 360 the point of the beginning.

This being a part and portion of that property conveyed
Calvin E. Swann and wife by deed dated June 9, 1972 from Mamie K.
Cockrell, widow, Deed Book 157/389 and in which deed the said
M.K.C. released a life interest in the dwelling; Deed of Release
dated July i1, 1975, released reservation 17&/407.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The 1850°s dwelling house and the
outbuildings are located within the current boundaries as
described on the plot and in the legal description.
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2 Maoped. edited. and published by the Geological Survey
PR and the National Ocean Survey

ar Zontrol by USGS and NOS/NOAA

Topography by photogrammetric methods trom aernal photographs taken
1967. Field checked 1968

Bathymetry compiled by the National Ocean Survey from tide-coordinated
nydrogrAphic surveys This information s Aot intended for navigationat
Surposes

Yean low water (dotted) ine and mean high water (heavy sond) line
compiled by NOS from trde-coordinated aerial photograpns. Apparent
shorehine (outer edge of vegetation) shown by iight sond line

Palyconic projection. 10.000-foot grid ticks based on Virgima
soordinate system, south rone. and Maryland coordinate system
-J00-meter Universat Transverse Mercator grd. zone 18
1327 Nonh American Datum
"3 ciace on [he preadicted North American Datum 1983 rove the
croeck:ion ines 9 meters south ano 29 meters west as shown by
‘ashed corner ticks
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