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I hereby certify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

_____ removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

5. Classification
FE - T 2 1 2 b 2 4 3 2 P B 3§ 4 b -4 F R 3 ¥ b b 2 A S b
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)

_X private

____ public-local

___ public-State

_ . public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only cne box)
X_ building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing  Nonceontributing

_ 3 __2__ buildings
1 __0_  sites
_o_ __2__ structures
_0o_ __0__ cobjects
_4_ _4__  Total

Number of contributing rescurces previously listed in the National
Register _ 0__

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple
property listing.) N/A
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Hisgtoric Functions {(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _  DOMESTIC Sub: _ single dwelling
____AGRICULTURE ____storage
____AGRICULTURE _animal facility
____AGRICULTURE agricultural outbuildings

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _ DOMESTIC Sub: single dwelling
__AGRICULTURE storage
__AGRICULTURE animal facility
___AGRICULTURE agricultural cutbuilding
7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Late 19 and Early 20%"-Century Revivals: Classical Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation __Brick; concrete
roof Metal/tin
walls Wood/weatherboard

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or
more continuation sheets.) :

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for National Register listing)

__X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the breoad patterns of ocur history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past. ’

__X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, pericd, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose compeonents lack
individual distinction.
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--- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religicus institution or used for religious purposes.
___ B removed from its original location.

____ ¢ a birthplace or a grave.

. D a cemetery.

___E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

____F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years,

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Agriculture

Period of Significance 1800-1949

Significant Dates 1800
1845
1895
1907

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder Not known

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more
continuation sheets.) '

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

__ breviously listed in the National Register

____ previously determined eligible by the Naticnal Register
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designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X State Historic Preservation Office
Cther State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 321 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 17 749400 4119100 3 17 750040 4119040

2 17 750040 4119140 4 17 750130 4115020
X_ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Shirley Maxwell, higtorian; James C. Massey, architectural historian

organizatien  Massey Maxwell Associates date July 9, 1%99

street & number P. 0. Box 263 telephone 540-465-4566

city or town Strasburg state VA zip code 22657
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A gketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage Or numerous
resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name National Trust for Historic Preservation

{Contact: George Q. Siekenen, Jr,, Senior Architect, Historic Sites, Stewardship of Historic
Sites; tel. 202-588-6259)

street & number 1785 Masgachusetts Ave., NW telephone 202-588-6000

city or town Washington state DC zip code 20036
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The main house at Inverness was built in four distinct periods: ca. 1800-1820; ca. 1845; ca. 1895; and ca. 1907.
The original building, constructed about 1800, was probably a three-room-and-center-hall dwelling, two stories high
on the west side of the hall and one story on the east. The east end appears to have been raised to two stories in the
early nineteenth century, creating a five-bay I house. A large, two-story, two-room wing on the south (rear) facade
was added ca. 1845, forming an L. Around 1895 a crude, two-story kitchen wing, probably once separated from the
house, was attached to the 1845 wing, and side porches were added. In its present form the house is a five-bay, two-
story, gable-roofed, L-shaped frame-and-weatherboard single dwelling set above a high basement, with exterior end
chimneys. A Classical Revival monumental portico with four Doric columns and a small second-floor balcony, installed
ca. 1907, extends across the three center bays of the facade of the house. The exterior of the house is in generally
good condition, while the interior is somewhat more deteriorated, with a peeling paint and falling plaster. Most
significant architectural features remain intact, however. The house appears to be structurally sound, and no important
changes have been made, inside or out, since ca. 1907. Overall, the building retains an exceptionally high degree of
integrity, and each of its significant periods of construction is clearly represented in the physical fabric of the building.
The house illustrates, in fascinating three-dimensional detail, the architectural, aesthetic, social, and economic changes
that have shaped it and its community.

I. Original House (ca. 1800)

According to local tradition, the house was erected ca. 1800 when it and the farm were given by Thomas
Dickinson to his nephew, Robert Dickinson, perhaps on the occasion of Robert’s marriage. This date is consistent with
the form and size of the front portion of the house, its two-story height, and on surviving trim, doors, and hardware,
Interpretation of the architectural evidence is made difficult by subsequent remodeling and by the apparent widespread
reuse of features such as doors and door frames. The form of the original house, 20'6" deep by 47' long on a raised
basement, with large sloped exterior chimney stacks of traditional Virginia form at each end, is common in Southside
Virginia. There is a central hall with stairs, with one room on each side of the hall on each floor, a form generally called
an I house. There is a full basement beneath. The external appearance of the original front block, even with later
remodeling, suggests that it was all built at the same time; there is no indication of construction in sections. However,
in the attic, there is clear evidence that the west rooms and hall were built first, as there is one substantial section, as
well as smaller pieces, of exterior wall cladding on the outside east wall of the hall section. It is of a basic clapboard
shape with a bead 6" to 6-1/2” to the weather, with paint and signs of wear. This evidence indicates a two-story house
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with one room and a hall on each floor, also a traditional form, though here more indicative of an intention to erect the
other third of the structure to the east (Rooms 101 and 102; and 201 and 202 on the floor plans; see Appendix A}, with
Rooms 103 and 203 being the rooms intended to be added later to complete the center-hall single-pile arrangement.

No evidence of two construction phases was found in the basement. The brick wall that divides the basement
into east and west sections is a later insertion and is not tied into the outside walls, nor does it provide bearing for the
partition above, which is the west wall of the first floor hall, rather than the east hall partition, or original outside wall
of the house. The piers are also an insertion. Thus the basement was in one rcom extending under the front house
construction. The brick basement walls are of uniform construction in brick size and appearance, and all sections are
laid in a random common bond of two, three, or five courses. The exterior sills are 10" x 13" timbers, and appear to be
uniform. Running north-south under the hall partitions (Room 102} are similar 10” x 13" beams set into the sill beams.

The joists span front to back also, even under the narrower hall. They are about 4” x 8" to 97, varying up to 5" in
width, and they are similar in appearance in the entire basement. The flooring above is a uniform 5-1/2" tongue-and-
groove, rough-finished on the bottom throughout. There is a bricked-in fireplace (presumed) in the east chimney, none
in the west. The entrances from the outside are wide, with housing of later construction set against the chimney and
exterior wall. Thus the basement appears to be of a single construction and not in two parts as the attic evidence
suggests. Upstairs the partitions between the front rooms and hall offer no evidence in this regard.

Since the cellar is all of one construction, three possibilities may be considered: 1) The east side (Room 103)
was built originally in a single story, at the same time the west side (hall and Room 101; Photo #6) were built. 2) The
west side alone was built but with a full basement, in anticipation of the addition. This seems less likely. 3) The
basement was constructed when the east side was added, extending under the original west side, and all put on a new
sill, the existing one. Moving the west portion on to the site from elsewhere and adding a new east wing is theoretically
possible but unlikely,

The evidence of both the attic and the basement suggest that the front of the house was built as one story on the
east and two stories on the west. This conclusion rests primarily on the absence, rather than the presence, of positive
documentation or evidence. However, a good precedent consistent with the physical evidence within the Inverness
house exists at Oakridge, another important Nottoway County house of the same period, where the hall on one side
was built in two stories and the other side in one story, all at the same time (The Virginia Landmarks Register,
Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1986; p. 309)
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The construction of the east second-floor addition (Room 203) appears to have taken place quite soon after the
original portion was built. The surviving doors, attic stairs, door hinges, and latch are all of the Federal period at the
latest and lack the new fashion of Greek Revival moldings and doors that appear in the first-floor rear wing. There is
no property transfer or family change known to indicate a possible date. Therefore the wing is believed to date from
1810 to 1820. The ca.1900 photographs show a simple molded cornice and tin gutter boxes of a design typical of the
Federal period. Reused sash elsewhere suggests that the front windows were originally 6/6 sash.

IL. Rear Wing, ca. 1845

The addition of the first and principal rear wing made the house into an “L” shape. (Photo #2) This was a
common way of expanding houses in the pre-Victorian period. It is shown clearly in the plans as Stair Hall 104,
Dining Room 105, and Passage 105A downstairs, and Stair Hall 204 and Room 205 on the second floor. The wing is
27-9" x 18'-6" and is set against the rear wall of the east room of the original house. It provided a second entrance and
a broad stair to the second floor (Rooms 104 and 204), as well as stairs to the basement under the upward-leading stair
at the rear of a closet.

The evidence for this wing includes a traditional massive sloped brick exterior chimney on the south wall of the
extension, the use of wide floorboards, 7"-8”, and most importantly, consistent use of a common Greek Revival
molding shape for doorways and windows throughout the wing. It is a molding seen generally from ca. 1840 to ca.
1850, Marked by a very flat slope replacing the traditional ogee, it was not generally used after the Civil War, when
Victorian moldings were preferred, nor in the early Greek Revival period before 1830 The doors have two vertical
panels with similar “flat” moldings, which are typical of the late Greek Revival period, probably from ca. 1840 to the
Civil War, and they have different moldings than doors of the Victorian era. The doors are large and wide and have
double architraves. The basement under this wing is limited to the stair area; it opens to the main basement but has
only a crawl space rearward.

The low gable roof (north-south) admits only of a crawl space, and is clearly distinguishable on the exterior,
marking the wing. The low slope is typical of the mid century, an age of steadily lowering roof slopes. The wide entry
and hall (Rooms 104 and 204) are part of the addition, and the majority of woodwork is consistent. The position of the
stair is clearly original, but the stair itself appears to have been rebuilt, probably ca. 1907, when the house was
thoroughly remodeled. The plain 3-1/2" x 3-1/2" newel and the stair rail look more typical of the twentieth century
than the nineteenth.
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The partition between the side passage (Room 105A) and dining room (Room 105) appears to be a later
insertion at the time of the installation of the ornamental sideboard wall. The door, door moldings, and baseboard
indicate a later period.

On the second floor, the one large bedroom, Room 205, is original to the wing including the blocky Greek
Revival fireplace mantel and wide board floors.

Two curiosities in this wing are the small transom over the side hall door, with smali panes and not nearly as
wide as the door, and on the east wall of the 1845 addition hall (Room 105A), there is a window with appropriate 1845
trim but with 9/9-light double-hung sash. The window and transom both were probably reused from the earlier part of
the house when the 1845 ell was added, as a long tradition of reusing house parts seems to have existed at Inverness as
alterations and additions were made to the house.

II1. Post-Civil War Alterations and Additions

These are difficult to codify in an orderly sequence. However, the Dickinson family, which had owned
Inverness since its initial construction, sold the farm in 1869 to a Pennsylvanian, Colonel Samuel McLean (although the
property may have been held in the names of two female McLeans), providing a natural occasion for change after the
deprivation of the war. However, no major changes appear to date from this period, except possibly the replacement of
original window sash with Victorian sash.

IV, Hall and Stair Alterations and Additions, ca. 1895

The next major work dates from 1895, following the 1892 purchase of Inverness by Samuel McLean’s daughter
Helen and her husband, J. Perkins Agnew. It included reworking the center-hall axis of the house by modernization
and expansion. A Victorian three-bay front porch with spindle work and consoles at the posts shown in old
photographs probably dates from this period. The wide popularity of spindle work appears to have been concentrated
in the 1880-1900 period. The new front porch may have included a Victorian front door, possibly the one now found
at the entrance to the second-floor east bathroom (Room 107). The second-floor front center windows (Room 202B),
still existing, were probably installed at this time, replacing a single window. Perhaps access to a porch deck was
intended. The second-floor front center bedroom (Room 202B) was created from the hall at this time. This depended
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on the removal of the original stairs from the first floor and the construction of a new set. The original stairs’ probable
trace is noted on Floor Plan 2.  With the change in stairs, this room was probably partitioned off from the hall proper
and extended a bit to the east into Room 201, as the present partition does not line up with the hall below, nor is it
symmetrical with the facade. New main hall stairs (Room 202A) were required to make these changes, adding to the
presumption of extensive hall remodeling at this time. The new stairs are contained in a rear addition to the hall
(Rooms 102A and 202C) and probably date from 1895, after the Agnews’ purchase and well before the Classical
Revival 1907 remodeling. (Photo #7) This south addition behind the original house and to the west side of the ca.
1845 wing provided space for the new stairs, a small sitting area with fireplace behind, and a direct entry to the dining
room from the hall. (Room 102A). The removal of the original stairs from this hall (Room 102) necessitated the
installation of a new finish floor; there are no traces of the original floor as are seen upstairs. The existing parquet
entrance floor with a striped and diamond border is typical of this period and was probably instailed at this time. On
the second floor, as mentioned above, the front center bedroom (Room 202B) was partitioned off, and a new south
bedroom (Room 202C) was added at the rear of the hall extension. To date these improvements from the general
remodeling of 1907 would be possible but functionally unconvincing. Stylistically the new Victorian main stairs with a
diamond-shaped colored-glass light on the landing (now covered from the rear by the wall of the 1950 bathroom stack)
are more late-Victorian-Aesthetic Movement than early twentieth century. These stairs appear to have been bought as
a package from a millwork catalog, a common practice in rural areas, as they fit awkwardly into the hall and are
architecturally out of keeping with the rest of the building. The stair case is an exact match of one in Late Victorian
Architectural Details, reprinting the Combined Book of Sash, Doors, Blinds, Mouldings, Stair Work, etc., 1898 edition
(Design #1454, p. 169; copy of illustration appended). Although this stair design, with its distinctive rectangular motif,
appeared in several variant forms by the 1890s, it was not included in the 1903 edition, nor is it found in any of several
pattern books of the 1870s and 1880s that were examined. The 1895 installation date is confirmed by Nottoway
County assessment records which show an increase from $700 to $1,000 for 1896, the only change for several years
preceding.

The dining room, in the 1845 wing, Room 105, is a thorough remodeling of the original space. The principal
feature is the splendid end-wall built-in sideboard with pairs of glass-door cabinets flanking a central arched and
mirrored motif. (Photo #9) As with the 1895 staircase, it appears out of keeping with the house and seems to have
been created from stock millwork designs as well. No comparable has been located. Whether this was carried out in
1895 or in the Classic Revival rehabilitation of 1907, is not certain. It could fit either period. Our conclusion in the
absence of specific evidence is that it was done with the 1895 work, as it is more in tune with the late Victorian-early
Colonial Revival than with the more sophisticated work of 1907, which is exemplified by a fine mastery of the new
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century’s styles. Family tradition holds that the sideboard was a Christmas present to Helen McLean, suggesting that
it was not built at exactly the same time as either of the two major remodelings. The date of ca. 1895-1907 can be
used.

The partition between the dining room (Room 105A) and the east passage was probably built at this time.
Moldings on the door to the passage have late nineteenth-century pilaster trim. The Victorian marbled slate fireplace
mantel with incised scrollwork probably replaced a Greek Revival mantel similar to the one in the rear bedroom (Room
203), which retains a chastely designed wood fireplace. The wainscot, doors, and trim were redone, as was the
cornice, which has a large dentil molding unlike any other in the house. Before these changes, the dining room and hall
appear to have been a single large room, like the one above it on the second floor. The dining room has one 1843-
period window, located on the south wall next to the fireplace. On the west wall are a pair of windows, the northern
one being in the presumed location of one dating from ca. 1845 and matching the location of east-side and second-floor
windows. The southern window was added. All the windows were resashed with Victorian sash.

To the rear of the ca. 1845 ell are kitchen and service facilities of uncertain date. (Photo #3) Before the
present wing was built, the kitchen may have been in a separate structure, a practice common in lowland Virginia, or a
smaller kitchen once appended to the rear may have been demolished when the present facilities were built. No
physical evidence has been found to support either possibility.

The east side porch is presumed to predate the second-floor bathroom (Room 207). (Photo #2) The bathroom
was clearly inserted after the porch was built. There is a trace of a former roof attachment, probably on an earlier
porch, on the south side of the front east chimney wall. The ca.1845 wing with a prominent wide entry to the side hall
would call for an entry stoop or a more elaborate porch. The doorway to the second-floor bathroom over the porch is
of exterior door width and has ca. 1845 trim, suggesting that there was a second-floor deck here in the mid-nineteenth
century. Such two-story porches were reasonably common in Virginia. The bathroom door is a late-Victorian design
with small multi-colored panes around a clear center light, appropriate to about 1890-1895. It was probably moved to
this location from elsewhere, probably the front door, in 1907. It is not typical of bathroom doors, in either its design
or its size. This would have been the first bathroom in the house, unless an earlier one had been built at the rear of the
house and later demolished. Logically, the present bath would seem to be the first and was probably built around 1907.

The porch construction and design are basic, its construction blocky, suggesting it was most likely built by a local
mason in the 1895 alterations if not earlier.
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V. 1907 Comprehensive Remodeling

It is readily apparent that this was a comprehensive remodeling, featuring a large, two-story portico with Doric
columns. (Photo #1) There is good documentary evidence in a 1908 note by Laura Scott Agnew, written on the back
of a photograph, which refers to the house being “re-modeled entirely.” The Agnews reacquired the house in August
1904, The house shows its Victorian state in a photograph taken “about 1900." With the dated note of 1908 by Laura
Scott Agnew, this provides a bracket of probabie dates, say 1904-1907. Nottoway tax assessment records indicate that
the first rise after 1896 came in 1908, a thousand-dollar increase. This indicates the alterations and addition were done
in 1907,

The portico dominates the front, and it is typical of the Classic Revival tendency of the opening years of the
twentieth century. Although tetrastyle, the four columns are not evenly spaced; there is a wider opening in the center
bay, to emphasize the approach, stairs, entry, and balcony. The doorway contains a large, paneled single door, with
transom and sidelights in the manner of twentieth-century design. The doorway may have been bought “as a piece,”
although the transom and sidelight glass--beveled and leaded--may have come separately. Although there is not an
exact parallel in The Uniform Design Book.... of 1903 or in the E. L. Roberts General Catalog No. 500, also of 1903,
which primarily used the designs in the Standard Uniform Design Book, for the lights or doorway, they are close in
design character to one in the 1903 catalog.

On the inside, the doorway (Photo #6) is somewhat at odds with the 1895 staircase and hall alterations, as it
clearly belongs to a later design period. The portico has a classic modillion cornice , more late eighteenth-century than
Greek Revival in character. This extends on the front to the ends of the original hall, replacing a simple molded box
cornice that was original. Plain downspouts replace the original tin gutter boxes.

The shutters were probably replaced at this time as well. The other major exterior front feature is the fine
second-floor balcony (Photo #1) that juts out 4' and is 11' wide and hangs from the overhead structure by 1-1/4" iron
rods. The balcony shares the classical revival motifs of the portico and the low Victorian center windows open on to it
from Room 202B. The front windows otherwise remain a mixture of 2/1, 2/2, and 2/4 sash. These were probably
installed in one or more Victorian renovations, but some could be from 1907. However, in a “complete re-modeling”
in 1907 in the Classic Revival, one might expect replicas of the original small-pane sash, which was probably 9/9. Also
part of this remodeling was the cornice, replacing one shown in old photographs.
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As discussed earlier, the east porch is lacking in classic refinement and so is presumed to have been constructed
somewhat earlier than this portion, probably 1895, if not earlier.

On the interior, major rooms received new fireplaces, styled in the Arts and Crafts mode, of brick and molded
brick, in Rooms 103 and 102A, with more typical 1907 examples in Rooms 101 (Photo # 8) and Room 203, both with
mirrors. These are all typical of the opening years of the century, and similar examples abound in the 1903 Universal
Design Book. The molded brick of the two first-floor fireplaces is very stylish and not what might be expected,
considering the classicism generally adapted for the house.

The dining room oak sideboard wail, Room 105 (Photo #9), with its dentil cornice and beaded board wainscot,
could fit either 1895 or 1907 or some time between those two dates, as noted before, as could the pair of windows in
the west wall. The new mantelpiece, however, is more Victorian than Classical Revival, as is the pilaster trim with
headblocks found at the window and door openings.

The fine Federal-period mantel piece in bedroom 201 is of uncertain age. Stylistically, it is a perfect example of
a fine and stylish Federal period mantel, appropriate for the construction date of the original house. However, it is
perhaps oo fine and too perfectly detailed for a small, unpretentious, rural, and geographically remote house. Rural
mantelpieces of this period tend to have regional peculiarities and to be somewhat crude in execution. Also, this mantel
shows no signs of wear that might reflect 190 years of use, and there is too little paint on it to reflect long use.
Compared to the wear and patina of the surrounding chair rail, it looks too unscarred. Such mantels were stylish by
1907, as part of the revival of colonial and federal taste, and it is our suggestion that this example probably dates from
1907. It is suitable indeed for the best bedroom. However, it may be a restored original from here or elsewhere that
was installed here in 1907. This question can be resolved by removing the mantel and studying its construction and
nails. An almost identical mantel is illustrated in the 1923 Morgan millwork catalog, Building with Assurance., (pattern
no. M-514, p. 213). Other similar mantels probably may be found in earlier editions as well.

There are also many doors and pieces of trim in the house that reflect the revival of classical design--six-panel
doors and molded trim, new narrow wood floors, for example. Much wallpaper appears to reflect this period, plain
patterns, machine printed, of no design significance but typical of the period. The hot-water heat and fancy radiators
(American Radiator Company’s “Rococo”pattern) are also probably from this remodeling, as well as the instaliation of
electric lights and switches throughout the house. Some places still reveal knob-and-tube wiring of this era.
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