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mESC~IPT~ N 
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(Check 0"s) 
O Excellent Good Fair Oatmriorotsd 0 R u i n s  U Unsxpossd 

CONDITION r'- ( c h o c k  -- one) 

-- n A l t o r o d  u n ~ 1 t o r e d  1 - .. -. -. . 

t h e  jury  room i s  i n  t h e  nor th .  As a  r e s u l t  of an extens ive  remodeling I 
- 

i n  r e c e n t  yea r s  l i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  o t h e r  than  t h e  window trim 

(Chock One) 

n ~ o v s d  original s i ts  

remains. 
Providing a  handsome s e t t i n g  f o r  the  c o u r t  house i s  a  broad lawn in-  

formally p lanted  wi th  shade and evergreen t r e e s .  An a x i a l  walk leading up 

V C S C n l o C  T l i L  P I < C S C N T  A N D  O I < I G I N A L  ( 1 1  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P C I \ A I N C C  

The Nottoway County Court House i s  a  f i n e l y  proportioned and c a r e f u l l y  
c r a f t c d  t h r c e - p a r t  b u i l d i n g  i n  the  Je f fe r son ian  o r  Roman Revival s t y l e .  The 
c c n t e r  po r t ion  i s  temple-form and i s  f ron ted  by a  t e t r a s t y l e  Tuscan por t ico  
wi th  s tuccoed colunins. Flanking t h i s  a r c  lower one-bay wings wi th  pcdimented 
gablc  cnds. A f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  crowns a l l  but t h e  r e a r  of t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o  
while  t h e  wings employ only  a  cornice .  The roof s  of both c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  and 
wings a r e  covercd with s l a t e .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  f r o n t  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  even- 
colored  t h i n - j o i n t e d  Flemish bond, a  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e  of V i r g i n i a ' s  
Roman Rcvival cour t  houses. Side and r e a r  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  
.411crican bond. A t y p i c a l  J e f f e r s o n i a n  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  t a l l  t r ip le-hung 
sashes used on t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e  w a l l s  of the  c e n t e r  sec t ion .  Double-hung 
sash  is uscd f o r  t h e  wings, bue  a l l  t h e  sashes  con ta in  twelve panes each. 
A s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  whi te  marble s i l l s  and l i n t e l s  ornamenting 
a l l  but  the  r e a r  windows of t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n .  The f r o n t  windows a r e  hung 
with dark green  louvred s h u t t e r s .  

The c o u r t  house i s  en te red  through t a l l  double doors s e t  i n  a  panel led 
jamb. The doors have shal low beveled panels .  The courtroom occupies t h e  
whole o f  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n .  The judge's chamber i s  i n  the  south  wing and 
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= 
from t h e  f r o n t  road is  d iv ided nea r  the  bu i ld ing  f o r  a  monument t o  t h e  
colinty's Confederate dead. To the  south  i s  an e a r l y  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ;  I = 
a d d i t i o n a l  county b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t o  the  n o r t h  and west.  Like most Southside 

I Virg in ia  county s e a t s  t h e  c o u r t  house v i l l a g e  i s  l i t t l e  more than  a  cross-  
, roads con ta in ing  around a  dozen bu i ld ings .  1 : 
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STATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  1 
The Nottoway County Court House i s  one of t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  of t h e  

important  group of some f i f t e e n  V i r g i n i a  c o u r t  houses i n  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  
o r  Roman Revival  s t y l e .  Many of t h e  ca rpen te r s  and masons employed by 
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of  V i r g i n i a  were 
i n s p i r e d  by h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  s t y l e ,  and imi t a t ed  h i s  e l egan t  mixture  of 
Roman and P a l l a d i a n  forms i n  houses and pub l i c  bu i ld ings  t h r o u ~ h o u t  the  
Commonruealth. Using t h e  simple n a t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  of  b r i c k ,  wood and s tucco ,  
t hese  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  acqui red  an indigenous and I 

! 
unpra tent ious  q u a l i t y .  The Nottoway Court House is  one of  the  l a t e s t  
e x m p l c s  of  t h e  s t y l e ,  being completed i n  1843, n e a r l y  twenty yea r s  a f t e r  i 
J e f f e r s o n ' s  dea th .  It has  n o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i f  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  Branch H. 
E l l i n g t o n ,  ever  worked under Je f f e r son ;  however, he c e r t a i n l y  must have 
been f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s e v e r a l  J e f f e r s o n i a n  c o u r t  houses i n  adjacent  i 1 
count ies .  Two of  t h e s e  --- Buclcingham and Char lo t t e  Court Houses --- were 
a c t u a l l y  designed by Je f f e r son .  

E l l i n g t o n ' s  handsomely proport ioned bu i ld ing  employs many of the  i architectural f e a t u r e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of J e f f e r s o n ' s  worlc: a  t h rec -pa r t  
Pa l l ad ian  p lan  w i t h  temple-form c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ,  pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  Tusca 
p o r t i c o ,  and t r ip l e -hung  sash .  The e x t e r i o r  w i th  i t s  f i n e  briclcwork i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  u n a l t e r e d  and i s  i n  a  good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion .  Today t h e  
bu i ld ing  remains t h e  f o c a l  poin t  of  i t s  t i n y  county s e a t  community. 
Surrounded by t h e  r o l l i n g  f i e l d s  and woodlands of  Southside V i r g i n i a , t h i s  

f 
r u r a l  temple of  j u s t i c e  could  not  be a  more f i t t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
expression of  J e f f e r s o n ' s  a g r a r i a n  r epub l i c .  
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A. U. Cumnins, N o t t o w a y  C o u n t y  V i r g i n i a ,  Richmond: W. M. Brown & Son, Inc. ,  

i Pr in t e r s ,  1970. 

I Virfii i l ia ~ a v a l c a d c , '  Autumn 1970. 
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