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DLSCRIDE THE PRESLENT AND OIVGINAL (I known) BHYSICAL APPEARANGE

The Nottoway County Court House is a finely proportioned and carefully
crafted three-part building in the Jeffersonian or Roman Revival style. The
center portion is temple-form and is fronted by a tetrastyle Tuscan portico
with stuccoed columns., TFlanking this are lower one-bay wings with pedimented
gable ends. A full entablature crowns all but the rear of the center sectioun
wihile the wings employ only a cornice. The rocfs of both center section and
wings are covered with slate, The building's fromt walls are laid in even-
colored thin-jointed Flemish bond, a distinguishing feature of Virginia's
Roman Revival court houses, Side and rear walls are laid in five-course
American bond. A typical Jeffersonian feature is the tall triple-hung
sashes used on the front and side walls of the center section, Double~hung
sash is uscd for the wings, but all the sashes contain twelve panes each.

A sophisticated feature is the white marble sills and lintels ormnamenting
all but the rear windows of the center section. The front windows are hung
with dark green louvred shutters.

The court house is entered through tall double doors set in a panelled
jamb. The doors have shallow beveled panels. The courtroom occupies the
whole of the center section. The judge's chamber is in the south wing and
the jury room is in the north. As a result of an extensive remodeling
in recent years little original interior fabric other than the window trim
remains.

Providing a handsome setting for the court house is a broad lawn in-
formally planted with shade and evergreen trees. An axial walk leading up
from the front road is divided nmear the building for a monument to the
county's Confederate dead. To the south is an early clerk's office;
additional county buildings are to the north and west. Like most Southside
Virginia county seats the court house village is little more than a cross-
roads containing around a dozen buildings.
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STATEMENT QOF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nottoway County Court House is one of the most beautiful of the
important group of some fifteen Virginia court houses in the Jeffersonian
o or Roman Revival style. Many of the carpenters and masons employed by
: Thomas Jefferson for the construction of the University of Virginia were
inspired by his distinctive style, and imitated his elegant mixture of
Roman and Palladian forms in houses and public buildings throughout the
Commonwealth, Using the simple native materials of brick, wood and stucco,
these architecturally sophisticated structures acquired an indigenous and
unpretentious quality., The Nottoway Court House is one of the latest
! examples of the style, being completed in 1843, nearly twenty years after
: Jefferson's death, It has not been established if the builder, Branch H.
. Ellington, ever worked under Jefferson; however, he certainly must have
, | been familiar with the several Jeffersonian court houses in adjacent
counties, Two of these --- Bucklngham and Charlotte Court Houses --- were
actually designed by Jefferson,

Ellington's handsomely proportioned building employs many of the
! architectural features characteristic of Jefferson's work: a three-part
Palladian plan with temple-form center section, pedimented tetrastyle Tuscan
portico, and triple-hung sash. The exterior with its fine brickwork is.
essentially unaltered and is in a good state of preservation. Today the
building remains the focal point of its tiny county seat community.
Surrounded by the rolling fields and woodlands of Southside Virginia,this
rural temple of justice could not be a more fitting architectural ‘
expression of Jefferson's agrarian republic.
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