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DESCRIBE .THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Burke's Tavern, at the rural crossroads of the same name, is a one-story
frame building set upon a ground-level basement., It has three bays of win~
dows and brick exterior end chimneys which, like the basement, are laid in
five-course American bond., A lean-to ell is attached to the eastern half
of the facade, which has six-over-six sash in the basement and nine-over-
nine sash on the first floor., The whole building is covered with weather-
boards and a sheet-metal roof.

The building is entered through the center bay of the basement, which is
the prinecipal living floor. There is an interesting Greek Revival frontis-
piece consisting of symmetrically molded pllasters and a ramped lintel with
a Greek-~key molding in the frieze. : :

The tavern has a central~hall, single-pile plan. 1In the parlor (west room)
is .a heavy late Federal mantel with flat-paneled pilasters, entablature.
Llocks, and central tablet. Access to the full-width brick lean-to against
the chimney end, which 1s presently a library, is through this room. The
mantel in the dining (east) room is similar to that in the parloxr. It is
from the dining room that one enters the front lean-to,

The stairs with their open stringer, rectangular balusters, square newel,
and oval banister rise from the rear to the front of the house. Two plain
mantels embellish the second-floor rooms. There is, in addition, a wide
double~beaded chairboard, close to the floor, used throughout this story.
In the east room, in the attic of a twentieth-century ell, can be seen
early beaded weatherboards on the former rear wall of the main house.

A Greek Revival store and the Burke cemetery survive south of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Burke's Tavern, the. prlnclpal building in a tiny rural settlement on the

Nottoway-Prince Fdward County line, is a reminder of a flourishing period
in the history of the area. The tavern was probably built by Samuel D.
Burke, a prominent local politician. in ante-bellum Prince Edward County.
Although the present building was erected in the 1820s, a tavern had
existed on the site since the mid-eighteenth century. The tavern business
declined when the routing of the Richmond and Danville and the Southside

" Railroads prompted the removal of trade a few miles to what became the
present Burkeville,

Charles Burke of Norfolk, a merchant, acquired the land on which the tavern
stands in 1731. 1In 1750, his son Richard, a vestryman of the old Sandy
River Church in the present Prince Edward County, obtained a license to
operate a tavern there. Soon afterwards, the Burkes also began to keep a
store at Burke's Tavern, or Burkeville, as it was sometimes called,

In 1800, the tavern license was granted to Anderson P. Miller, a prominent
local citizen who served on the Prince Rdward County Court after 1810 and
on the first board of county school commissioners, Miller may have been a
relative of the Burkes, for in 1818, after working for Miller for a year, |
young Samuel D. Burke (1794-1880) became his partner in the commercial firm
of Miller and Burke., An 1820 map by John Wood shows the tavern, a store,
and two other buildings at the settlement, )

-The ordinary license was granted to Samuel Burke alone in 1827, It is
probable that he built the present tavern at about that time and remodeled
it during a prosperous period about fifteen years later.

Burke was a'militia colonel, local politician, and entrepreneur of some
influence. Whig meetings were frequently held at Burke's Tavern in the
1830s and 1840s. In 1840, Burke was the successful Whig candidate for the
"House of Delegates from Prince Edward County. "He lost a race for the state
Senate in 1843, a

Burke's Tavern was at the peak of its prosperity at this time. Burke built
a handsome new store building with Asher Benjamin~style detailing, which
still stands across the road from the tavern. A school was opened under
the direction of William B, Featherston in 1840, and its eight or ten
boarders lived at Burke's Tavern, With the coming of the railroads, how~
ever, Burke moved his business nearer the line, to what became ''mew" Burke-

ville. (see continuation sheet #1)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Two minor events associated with the War between the States occurred at
Burke's Tavern., The Union generals Wilson and Kautz used the. former tavern

_as their headquarters during a raid in 1864. In 1865, Brigadier Gemneral
Thomas A. Smythe of Delaware, wounded at the Battle of High Bridge near
Farmville, was brought to the house, where he died on April 9, the last Union
general to be killed in the war.

The Burkes owned the house until 1905 when the Farrar family purchased it.
Ccol, and Mrs., B. B. Abrams bought it in 1971. '
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NAME AND TITLE:

Virginia Historic Landmazks Commission Staff

ORGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

June:1975
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221 Governor Street
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Virginid
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the ¢-iteria and procedyres set
forth by the Naticnal Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T] State KX Local 7%
Name i sl G? — / "
. . ATTEST:
Junius Elshburne, Jr.,Exed’DLrectox
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Title
JU N 1 7 19_[,5 Keeper of The National Register
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Netional Register.

Director, -Office of Archeology and H:‘s:c;ri_c Preservation
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westward. Burke's Tavern, therefore, lies
solely in Nottoway County and not on the

UsGs 7;'
rewe West,
KE
17/745130/4119900
* Since
county line as the map indicates.
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