


17. DESCRIPTiON 

I 
-- 

-I-- 
--.- 

(Chrck  One) 1 
I E i c s l f o o t  a Good Feir Dstoriorotsd ~ ' ~ u i n s  Unexposed 

CONDITION I-- 
(Chock One) 7 (Chock One) 1 Altered rn U n o l t s r e d  - I o ~ o v e d  a ~ r i g i n a !  ~ l t s  

)ESCRIBE THE PRESENT &ND O R l C l N A L  (if born) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Burke's Tavern, a t  t h e  r u r a l  c rossroads  of the  same name, i s  a one-s tory  
frame bu i ld ing  s e t  upon a ground-level basement. It has t h r e e  bays of win- 
dows and b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys which, l i k e  t h e  basement, a r e  l a i d  i n  
f ive-course American bond. A lean- to  e l l  i s  a t tached t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  
o f  t h e  facade,  which has s ix-over-s ix  sash  i n  t h e  basement and nine-over- 
n ine  s a s h  on the  f irst  f loo r .  The whole bui ld ing  is covered with weather- 
boards and a sheet-metal  roof .  

The bu i ld ing  i s  entered  through t h e  cen te r  bay of t h e  basement, which is  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l i v i n g  f l o o r .  There is  an i n t e r e s t i n g  Greek Revival f r o n t i s -  
p iece  c o n s i s t i n g  of symmetricaily molded p i l a s t e r s  and a ramped l i n t e l  w i th  
a Greek-key molding i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  . . , . . . .  

, . 1 I , '  

The tavern  has a c e n t r a l - h a l l ,  s i n g l e - p i l e  plan. I n  the  p a r l o r  (west room) 
i s  .a heavy l a t e  Federa l  mantel wi th  f l a t -pane led  p i l a s t e r s ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks,  and c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  Access t o  the  fu l l -width  b r i c k  lean-to aga ins t  
t h e  chimney end, which i s  p r e s e n t l y  a l i b r a r y ,  i s  through t h i s  room. The 
mantel i n  the  d in ing  (eas t )  room i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  pa r lo r .  It i s  
from t h e  d in ing  room t h a t  one e n t e r s  t h e  f r o n t  lean- to .  

The s t a i r s  with t h e i r  open s t r i n g e r ,  r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  square newel, 
and ova l  b a n i s t e r  r i s e  from t h e  r e a r  t o  the  f r o n t  of t h e  house. Two p l a i n  
mantels  embell ish t h e  second-floor rooms. There i s ,  i n  addi t ion ,  a wide 
double-beaded chairboard,  c l o s e  t o  the  f l o o r ,  used throughout t h i s  s t o r y .  
I n  t h e  e a s t  room, i n  the  a t t i c  o f  a twentieth-century e l l ,  can be seen  
e a r l y  beaded weatherboards on t h e  former r e a r  wal l  of the  main house. 

I A Greek Revival s t o r e  and the  Burke cemetery su rv ive  south of t h e  house. I 
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Burke's Tavern, the  p r i n c i p a l  bui ld ing  i n  a t i n y  r u r a l  se t t lement  on t h e  
Nottoway-Prince Edward County l i n e ,  i s  a reminder of a f l o u r i s h i n g  period 
i n  the  h i s t o r y  of the  area .  The t ave rn  was probably b u i l t  by S m u e l  D. 
Burke, a prominent l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n  i n a n t e b e l l u m  Pr ince  Edward County. 
Although the  present  buildi-ng was e rec ted  i n  t h e  1820s, a t ave rn  had 
e x i s t e d  on t h e  s i t e  s i n c e  t h e  mid-eighteenth century.  The t ave rn  business 
dec l ined  when the  rou t ing  of t h e  Richmond and Danvil le  and t h e  Southside 
Rai l roads  prompted the  removal o f  t r ade  a few mi les  t o  what became t h e  
present  Wlrkeville.  

Charles  Burke o f  Norfolk, a merchant, acquired t h e  land on which the  tavern  
s t ands  i n  1731. I n  1750, h i s  son Richard, a vestryman of t h e  o l d  Sandy 
River Church i n  t h e  p resen t  Pr ince  Edward County, obtained a l i c e n s e  t o  
ope ra te  a t ave rn  there .  Soon af terwards ,  t h e  Burkes a l s o  began to keep a 
s t o r e  a t  Burke's Tavern, o r  Burkevi l le ,  a s  i t  was sometimes c a l l e d .  

I n  1800, the  t ave rn  l i c e n s e  was granted  t o  Anderson P. FI i l le r ,  a prominent 
l o c a l  c i t i z e n  who served on t h e  Pr ince  ~ d w a r d  County Court a f t e r  1810 and 
on the  f i r s t  board of county school commissioners. M i l l e r  may have been a 
r e l a t i v e  of t h e  Burkes, f o r  i n  1818, a f t e r  working f o r  M i l l e r  Eor a year ,  
young Samuel D. Burke (1794-1880) became h i s  pa r tne r  i n  t h e  commerciaL f i rm 
of M i l l e r  and Burke. An 1820 map by John Wood shows t h e  t ave rn ,  a s t o r e ,  
and two o t h e r  bu i ld ings  a t  t h e  se t t lement .  

The o rd ina ry  l i c e n s e  was granted t o  Samuel Burke alone i n  1827. It i s  
probable t h a t  he b u i l t  t he  present  tavern  a t  about t h a t  time and remodeled 
i t  during a prosperous period about f i f t e e n  years  l a t e r .  

Burke was a m i l i t i a  co lone l ,  l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  and ent repreneur  of some 
inf luence .  Whig meetings were f r equen t ly  he ld  a t  ~ u r k e ' s  Tavern i n  the  
1830s and 1840s. I n  1840, Burke was t h e  success fu l  Whig candidate  f o r  the  
House of Delegates from Pr ince  Edward County. He l o s t  a r a c e  f o r  the  s t a t e  
Senate  i n  1843. 

Burke's Tavern was a t  t he  peak of i t s  p rospe r i ty  a t  t h i s  time. Burke b u i l t  
a handsome new s t o r e  bui ldrng wi th  Asher Benjamin-style d e t a i l i n g ,  which 
s t i l l  s tands  ac ross  t h e  road from the  tavern.  A school was opened under 
the  d i r e c t i o n  of William B. Fea thers ton  i n  1840, and i t s  e i g h t  o r  t en  
boarders  l i v e d  a t  ~ u r l c e ' s  Tavern. With the  coming of the  r a i l r o a d s ,  how- 
ever ,  Burke moved h i s  bus iness  nea re r  the  l i n e ,  t o  what became "new" Burke- 
v i l l e .  - (see con t inua t ion  shee t  j ' l )  -- 1 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Two minor events  a s soc ia t ed  with the  War between t h e  S t a t e s  occurred a t  
Eurke's Tavern. The Union genera ls  Wilson and Kautz used t h e  former t ave rn  
a s  t h e i r  headquar ters  during a r a i d  i n  1864. I n  1865, Br igadier  General 
Thomas A. Smythe of Delaware, wounded a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of High Bridge nea r  
Farmuil le ,  was brought t o  the  house, where he d ied  on Apr i l  9 ,  t h e  l a s t  Union 
genera l  t o  he  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  war. 

The k r k e s  owned t h e  house u n t i l  1905,when t h e  F a r r a r  family purchased i t ,  
Col. and Mrs. E. 33. Abrams bought it i n  1971. 
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tional l l istoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public La,- 
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