§. Function or Use

Historic Functions (snter categories Irom..lnatmctms)_ - - -Cumrent Functions (enter catagories from instructions) .. _
Domestic: Single Dwelling - =~ - "~ Domestic: Single Dvelling -
Domestic; Secondary structure —Domestic; Secondary structure
Fuperary: Cemetery erary: tery
7._Description
Architectural Classification - : Materials (enter categories from instructions) o

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Brick

Colonial: Southern Colonial; Georgian walls Wood: Weatherboard

roof Wood: Shingle
other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

Bloomsbury is large tract in rural Orange County about two miles west of the town of Orange.
The focal point of the property is a medium-sized frame colonial farmhouse that was doubled in
size around 1797. Largely unaltered since the early 19th century, and carefully restored in the
mid-1960s, the house now serves as a private museum. The one-and-a-half-story original section
features an unusual floorplan on both main- and second-story levels that incorporates a U-pian
stairway of a form unknown elsewhere in Virginia. This unit retains nearly all its original late-
Georgian interior detailing, including panelled chimney breasts and turned-baluster stair railing.
The two-story Federal-period addition stands at right angles to the original block and is flanked
by early shed-roofed end wings. It too retains most of its original interior and exterior detailing.
The only major elements not original to the building are two wooden porches, both restorations
of the 1960s. The nominated area contains approximately 377 acres. This includes the open
fields and pastures surrounding the house and yard, as well as the view line 1o a wooded ridge
to the north and west of the house. The nominated area includes a contributing 19th-century
smokehouse, a contributing 18th-century cemetery, a contnbuting garden site. one modern

noncontributing dwelling, one noncontributing structure, and one noncontributing cemetery.

(X]See continuation sheet
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State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Much of the land that comprises the present-day Bloomsbury plantation was patented in 1722
by Col. James Taylor, Sr., a Tidewater planter who was among the first to acquire lands in the
area now encompassed by Orange County. Taylor family tradition holds that the original part
of the present house at Bloomsbury was built about 1722 for Taylor, and that Taylor gavethe
property to his son, James Taylor, Ir., in 1727. The original section of the Bloomsbury
plantation house is the oldest unaltered dwelling in Orange County and among the earliest houses
of its size in Piedmont Virginia. The original one-and-a-half-story frame unit is distinguished
by its unique floorplan and unusual stair. Doubled in size by a two-story unit added around
1797, Bloomsbury is a superbly preserved example of an early Virginia planter’s house,
retaining most of its original interior and exterior detailing as well as its unspoiled rural setting
of broad fields and wooded hills. Bloomsbury’s many distinctive architectural features make it
an important source for the study of Virginia architecture of the late colonial period. The house
served as the focal point of a one- to two-thousand-acre farm from the mid-18th century to the
late 19th century, being owned and inhabited by only three families of long tenure: the Taylors,
Quarles and Jerdones. The present owner, a Taylor descendant, carefully restored the building
in the late 1960s. Encompassing 794 acres, the property also includes a 19th-cer§ury
smokehouse, an 18th-century cemetery, and the vestiges of a rare early terraced and sunken

garden. X} see continuation sheet
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Verbal Boundary Deacription
Beginning at point A on an unnamed creek delineated by UMM coordinate 17/757880/4238710; proceed south south-
east along said creek approximately 3000' to point B delineated by UIM coordinate 17/758320/4237900; then
proceed southwest approximately 450" to point C delineated by UMM coordinate 17/757000/4237500; then proceed
northwest approximately 2400' to point D delineated by UIM coordinate 17/756400/4237900; thence approximately
2300 across the summit of Jerdone Mountain to point E delireated by UMM coordinate 17/756750/4238540; then
[X] Ses continuation shest

Boundary Justification
The naminated acreage (377 acres) is part of a larger 79%-acre tract presently associated with the property.
It includes agricultural lnad that has been part of Bloomsbury plantation since the 18th century, and that has
been farmed contimwously since the main house was built. In order to protect the dwelling's important rural
vistas—views that are currently threatened by intrusions on adjoining properties—the naminated acreage
includes the surrounding lowland visible from the main house, as well as the wooded slopes of Jerdone Mountain

overlodding the domestic camplex to the northwest. [F] see continuation sheet
11, Form Prepared By
name/title 3&% M, O'Dell, architectural historian
organization Virginia Department of Historic Resources date _1_June 1990
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The in

The house at Bloomsbury stands on level ground feet amid broad, gently rolling fields. The
approach is via a mile-long dirt lane running in a straight line north from State Route 20.
Jerdone Mountain, a wooded ridge 500 yards northwest of the house, reaches maximum
elevations of about 850 feet, some 300 feet higher than the fields surrounding the dwelling. The
original section of the dwelling faces east and west, while the later section has a north-south
orientation. A large frame smokehouse stands about twenty yards west-northwest of the
dwelling. The brick-walled Taylor-Quarles Cemetery is located about 100 yards southeast of the
house and the smaller Jerdone Cemetery is located about the same distance northwest. The yard
on the west side of the dwelling features a level rectangular green measuring 80° x 150 in area,
excavated to a depth of about four feet below grade. This marks the site of an 18th- or 19th-
century garden and bowling green. A few small trees and tall box bushes surround the house,
but the yard’s general ambience is one of openness. From the house, the viewer enjoys long,

uninterrupted vistas of the rural countryside.

General Form and Evolution of the House

Built for the Taylor family, the original unit of the house is a one-and-a-half-story double-pile
structure measuring roughly 34’ x 26’ (including the integral full-length west porch). Though a
documentable date of construction is not known, Taylor family tradition assigns a date of 1722
and architectural evidence suggests a date no later than the middle of the eighteenth century. Its
steep gable roof is pierced by a pair of small, symmetrically-placed dormers on either slope.
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The building’s weatherboarded heavy-timber box frame rests on a raised English-bond brick
basement. The two major first-floor rooms are heated by a ten-foot-wide exterior end chimney
serving corner fireplaces. This chimney, constructed of brick laid in English bond, is articulated
by two sets of sloping side weatherings. The symmetrical three-bay east front of the house
features a central door flanked by tall windows with nine-over-nine-light sash. Unlike the two-
bay west facade, it has no porch, and probably never had more than a stoop. The west facade,
in contrast, is sheltered by an original full-length shed-roofed porch or "piazza" framed integrally
with the main roof. I This porch was restored and its foundations reconstructed in the 1960s.
A basement-level passage extends under this porch. It is entered via steps at ground level at the
south end of the porch, and runs along the west wall of the original cellar, giving access to the

basements of both sections of the house.

The dwelling’s second major unit was probably erected shortly after long-term owner William
Quarles bought Bloomsbury in 1797. Measuring about 28’ x 18°, this unit is a full two-story
structure with conventional side-passage plan and Flemish-bond end chimney. It stands on a
slightly elevated rubblestone basement and is covered by a gable roof containing an unfinished
third-floor loft. This unit joins the original house at right angles at its northwest corner. Until
the 1960s, there was no interior communication between the two sections of the house at any
level. The only access was outside, via the old section’s piazza, whose north end terminates on

center with the doorway leading to the passage of the Federal addition.

Unit 1T probably originally had a porch on its north facade; the present single-bay, one-story
shed-roofed porch sheltering the north entry is a conjectural reconstruction from the 1960s. The
two flanking lean-tos on this unit are early, but their dates are uncertain. The lean-to at the west
end of the house may be original. It is entered via an exterior door at grade on the south side

of the house. A smail ground-level room or entry on this side of the lean-to provides access via
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a short ladder stair to the main room of Unit II. The remainder, or north side, of this unheated

leanto forms a cioset or small chamber entered via the main-floor chamber.

The leanto at the opposite, or east end of the house was probably added shortly after the main
block was erected. It is heated by a chimney rising outside the frame of the two-story block.
Displaying an upper stack of stretcher-bond brick, this east chimney blocks the original center
window in the main block’s east attic gable, suggesting it was added after this unit was built.
Since the interior detailing of the leanto closely matches that in the rest of Unit II, it appears to

be a very early addition, probably before 1820.

Virtuaily no later additions obscure the lines of the house as it stood around 1820. Bloomsbury’s
complex and irregular massing is typical of many gradually enlarged colonial Virginia
farmhouses. It illustrates the frankly additive method used by Virginia builders to expand a
house, one in which separate, geometrically distinct units were appended, often at corners and
at right angles, to earlier units. This method of expansion, detailed in Glassie’s Folk Housing
in Middle Virginia, contrasts with the newly imported Georgian aesthetic, which strove for a
more balanced and symmetrical effect. 2 Bloomsbury’s original unit does make a nod toward
the Georgian style in its double-pile massing and in the pattern of its east front, whose openings
are arranged with rigorous symmetry, belying the irregular room arrangement within. None of
the building’s other facades, however, including those of the additions, are symmetrical, and its
general L-shaped plan evidences concern for utility over formal aesthetics. It is worth noting
that Bloomsbury’s overall plan and massing offers an important benefit lacking in the more
compact, original Georgian-style house: its rambling, extended form permits better ventilation,

a key consideration in the hot Virginia climate. =
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Room Configuration And Use

Following a deep-rooted vernacular building tradition, Bloomsbury’s conservative character is
also evident in the arrangement of its internal spaces. Though the first- and second-floor plans
of the original unit are unique, they nevertheless conform to patterns of room use and spatial
disposition common to houses of the period. Since Bloomsbury grew and evolved over the
course of a half-century or more, it also illustrates many of the general changes Virginia farm
dwellings underwent during this period, changes that illuminate fundamental social trends of the

late colonial and early republican eras.

The main room of the original James Taylor house was the east, or largest room. This room,
heated by a corner fireplace and containing the stair, measures roughly 14 1/2° x 28’ (including
the stair, which occupies the room’s entire north end). This large, formal room was probably
originally called the “hall,” the traditional designation for the main public or social space in

colonial Anglo-American houses. 3

Originally Bloomsbury’s hall would have served as the main room for entertaining and family
socializing. Although its general function as the main reception and sitting room appears to have
remained the same for a century and a half, its name changed over time. An 1836 inventory,
for example, calls it the "Drawing Room," while an 1875 inventory refers to it as the "Parlor."

4

Like the somewhat more private dining room--the other main room adjoining it to the west--the
hail is carefully detailed. A commodious room with eleven-foot-high ceilings, it featuresa full
dado, heavy cornice, paneled chimneypiece, and stair with turned balusters. The unusual stair,

displaying a form unlike any other known in Virginia, is partly the product of the room’s
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elongated shape, which would have precluded placing it elsewhere. Occupying the entire north
end of the room, the stair rises via a straight run of five steps, makes a 90-degree turn and rises
via four wedge-shaped steps to a 4-1/2-foot-wide landing. This landing, fully visible from the
room below, extends about eight feet before terminating at another set of five wedge shaped
risers leading directly to the second floor. The landing, with its decorative turned-baluster
railing, forms a kind of gallery. According to longstanding oral tradition, this landing was used
occasionally during the dwelling’s early history as a "musicians’ gallery.” § Wide enough and
long enough to accommodate three or more musicians, it is possible the stair was designed with
such a function in mind. Indeed, an unusual small cupboard within reach of the landing is
referred to in family legend as the "double violin cupboard,” being just deep enough to

accommodate a traditional double-violin case. 6

Another unusual feature of the main-floor plan is the two large closets under the stair landing.
Made possible by the odd stair configuration, they measure roughly 4 1/2° by 5°. Each is
equipped with built-in wall shelves and is lighted by a six-over-six sash window. Such small
windowed closets opening off the hall or dining room were commonly used in the 18th century
for storage. At least one of those at Bloomsbury may have been used for storing liquor. (The
1875 inventory notes that one of these closets contained "Jars, Bottles & Sundries.")7
According to Taylor and Jerdone family tradition, the east closet under the stair landing was

called the "wig powdering room" and the closet to the west was referred to as the "spirit room. "

Backing on the hall is the dining room, which was probably so called from the beginning. The
term "dining room" is of mid-18th- century origin, and refers to a room that often served
purposes other than dining. In late colonial Virginia, dining rooms were also used for storage
and sleeping. The dining room was always considered a somewhat more private room than the

hall, and was often less formally decorated.
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The dining room at Bloomsbury is 10 1/2 feet wide by 22 1/2 feet long, and like the hall is
heated by a comner fireplace. During renovations of the 1960s, when plaster was removed from
the wall dividing the hall and dining room, a blocked doorway formerly linking the two rooms
was revealed. This doorway, roughly centered on the wall dividing the two rooms, was plastered
over and replaced by the present doorway probably at the same time a board partition was added
at the north end of the dining room. 8 This partition, since removed, created a five-foot-wide
passage shielding the dining room from traffic between the piazza, the pantry and the hall.
Besides affording the dining room greater privacy, this small passage blocked off winter drafts.
Later, probably in the late 19th or early 20th century, the partition was removed. Its date of
installation is uncertain. The passage Evidence suggests the passage may have been created
either during or soon after the house was constructed. However, it could have been installed as
late as the first half of the 19th century, a period in which passages came into near-universal use

in larger Virginia farmhouses.

Opening off the dining room is a small 4 1/2’ x 10 1/2’ room probably original to the house but
of uncertain purpose. Its size and proximity to the dining room suggests that it served as a
pantry, or a place to store serving utensils and prepare food after bringing it in from the outside

kitchen. This room equipped with an original window, but there is no evidence it ever possessed

an exterior door. 9

The second or loft story of the original house is divided into four rooms of unequal size, all
accessible from a narrow passage parallel with and directly below the roof ridge. All partitions
appear to be original. The unusual disposition of rooms was determined, to large extent, by the
unconventional shape of the dwelling as a whole, as well as’its stair and chimney placement.
The upstairs rooms no doubt served as bedchambers originally, but only one is heated: the south

or largest room, which lies at the far end of the passage against the chimney wall. This room
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occupies the entire width of the loft, being lighted by two dormers, one on either side of the
roof. The adjoining east room, lighted by a single dormer, is about haif the size of the south
chamber. Slightly smaller is the west chamber on the opposite side of the passage. This west
room, also lighted by a dormer, once connected to an even smaller room to the north, revealed
when wall plaster was removed in the [960s. This roughly six-foot-square room, with its sloping
ceiling and narrow window with two-over-two-light sash, may originally have been a secondary
bedroom, nursery or storage room accessible only via the central west chamber. It seems likely
that the present door connecting it to the passage was installed later, probably when the room
was converted to a bathroom in the early part of this century. Probably at the same time, the

original doorway connecting the two west rooms was blocked.

The two-room basement in the original unit also displays an unusual plan. Rather than being
entered through a bulkhead, as was the usual practice, it is entered via a sunken passage running
beneath the west piazza. The piazza, which is raised on brick arches to a height of five feet
above grade, provided ample light to the walkway below. Indeed, servants may have used this

cool semi-subterranean passage as an alternative workspace during the hot summer months.

The single exterior doorway to the original basement is positioned about six feet from the bottom
of the steps leading to the sunken passage. Entered by a single door, the outermost basement
room 1s long and narrow, having plain brick walls and two low windows just above grade. This
room, in turn, gives access to the inner or east room, which is divided from it by a brick
bearing wall. The inner room is entered by either of two identical doorways placed
symmetrically along the bearing wall. Each doorway, closed by a heavy vertical-board door,
is wide enough (50 inches) to have allowed large casks or barrels to be rolled into the room.
Oddly, there is no structural evidence of a partition having divided this room. The presence of

the two doors, however, indicates that some form of divider must have once existed: either a
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board partition, a row of bins for storing vegetables, or more likely, a rack for holding casks of
cider and spirits. However this room was divided, it almost certainly was used for storing liquor
and other food items. The absence of a fireplace in either room indicates that domestic chores
such as cooking, laundering or drying did not take place here. (The unaltered brickwork of the

chimney bases show no signs of ever having contained a fireplace or bake oven.)

The second major section of the house, built ca. 1797 for William Quarles, follows a simpler
and more conventional floorplan than that of the original dweiling. The main floor of the two-
story block is divided into a stair passage and a chamber. The eleven-foot-wide passage gives
independent access to the main-floor chamber, to the upstairs passage and rooms, and also to the
original house via the west piazza. (It will be recalled that there was never any direct interior

communication between the two sections of the house until the 1960s.)

This passage, which is slightly wider than usual for a house this size, has a small enclosed
winder stair in its southwest corner and a double-leaf doorway at either end. Originally--as was
the case in most Virginia houses of the period--the passage was unheated. The present chimney
and fireplace were added only when the east leanto was built, giving this unit its overall central-
passage plan. During the 19th century--both before and after the fireplace was installed--the
passage probably served as a sitting room as well as a throughway, especially in the warm
months of the year, when the doors at either end of the passage could be thrown open to create
a draft and admit cooling breezes. The multiple uses this passage served is suggested by the

1836 Quarles inventory, which lists a desk, tables, and bookcase there.

The main room of this unit no doubt functioned as a bedchamber during-the 19th century, but
it may also have been used as a secondary parlor or sitting room, perhaps accommeodating part

of an extended family (for example, eiderly parents or a young son and his family). The room,
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which measures about seventeen feet square, is lighted by two opposing windows. A double-leaf
doorway leads into the passage, while a pair of single-leaf doors flanking the fireplace lead to

two small unheated rooms in the west lean-to.

The west lean-to may be original to this unit of the house; if it is an addition, it is an early one.
The lean-to, which may have begun as a porch, is remarkable for its split-level configuration.
It 1s divided into a grade-level entry room on the south side, and a larger room at main-floor
level that opens into the main chamber. Neither of these rooms were ever heated by fireplaces.
The entry room was probably a pass-through and storage room, and the other room may have
served as a small bedchamber. (The 1875 inventory specifically refers to the "Entry,” which
then contained a refrigerator. Unfortunately, the other room cannot be identified from

examination of either of the two surviving 19th-century inventories.)

The single-story lean-to at the opposite or east end of the house is almost certainly an early
addition. Measuring roughly 13 1/2’ x 18’, it is heated by the same added chimney that serves
the passage. The room is amply lighted by three windows, and until recently had only one
entrance: the door opening onto the passage. (The present south door in this room, connecting

directly to the original section of the house, was cut in the 1960s.)

The second floor of the ca. 1797 unit contains two bedchambers: a large heated room
coterminous with the chamber below, and a small unheated room in the southeast corner of the
unit, The stair leading from the main-floor passage leads to a roughly 7’ x 8’ landing lighted
by a north window. An original enclosed winder stair here leads to the unfinished attic. This
large space, called the "Garrett” in the 1875 inventory, was probably used for both storage and
sleeping. 10 In 1875 it contained a chest filled with bed coverings, and old trunk, a "lot of
small brooms," and "2 old [fire] fenders." The garret was divided from the start into two
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unsheathed rooms divided by a board partition. It is lighted and ventilated by two small four-
light casement windows in the west end, flanking the chimney, and by a larger window with six-

over-six-light sash in the east gable.

The original basement of Unit II extended only under the main block, not the lean-to wings. (A
cellar probably original to the east leanto is entered via an exterior bulkhead, and does not
connect to the main unit’s basement.) The basement of Unit II is entered via the same porch
passage that gives access to Unit I. A wide door opens into a single large room amply lighted
by grade-level windows. (Originally there were four windows, two each on the north and south
facades, but in the 1960s renovation one of these was discovered to have been blocked.) The
basement room was equipped with a fireplace apparently from the beginning. Oral tradition
indicates that in the late 19th and early 20th centuries this room was used as a winter kitchen and
was referred to as the "modern kitchen” by the Jerdone family. Originally it probably served

as a drymng room and general work area, with cooking being carried out entirely in the now-

vanished detached kitchen.

House Size, House Form and Room Use: Bloomsbury in Perspective

The foregoing room-by-room description of the house has attempted to show how the various
rooms were used and how they evolved over time. Bloomsbury was not a grand or formal
dwelling comparable to such surviving plantation houses in the region as Salubria (1760s) and
Farley (ca. 1801). These, however, were exceptional structures. Bloomsbury was far more
representative of the now mostly vanished houses belonging to wealthy planters-of the late
colonial period. Indeed, the original section of Bloomsbury was large for its time, and by the
beginning of the 19th century the house had evolved into an even more substantial dwelling. By
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then, the main floor contained a large hall, or sitting and entertaining room; a dining room; a
pantry; two closets; two other chamber/sitting rooms, and a small secondary chamber or closet.
It also contained a utilitarian entry room (in the west lean-to), a large central stair passage
connecting two porches, both of which served as additional living space in the summer.
Upstairs, there were three or four bedrooms in the original unit and two in the newer, plus a
garret sometimes used for sleeping. The basement, in turn, extended under both main blocks,

providing four commodious storage and work rooms.

All together, including the piazza and garret, the house contained roughly 4800 square feet of
usable space by the beginning of the 19th century. This included 2000 square feet of basement
and attic space, and 2800 square feet of finished indoor living space, about two-thirds of which
was originally heated by fireplaces. This may be contrasted with the typical middling planter’s
house of the period, which contained between 1,000 and 1,500 square feet of living space.
Bloomsbury’s exceptional size is even more apparent when compared to the one-room-plan
dwellings that housed between seventy and ninety percent of the white rural families of the
region in the early 19th century. These humble dwellings contained only 250 to 600 square feet
of living space, roughiy a tenth that contained by Bloomsbury. 11

Relatively large and complex, Bloomsbury’s floorplan as it existed in the early 19th century
provides a classic example of the changes in room use and arrangement characterizing Virginia
farmhouses of the late colonial and federal periods. The most conspicious difference between
the two main units of Bloomsbury, built a generation or two apart, is their different ways of
articulating space and their different degrees of concern for

individual privacy.

First let us examine how space is arranged in the two units. The original section of Bloomsbury
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employs a double-pile plan, one that was more popular for houses its size in the 18th century
than in the 19th. The general proportions of the plan are unusual, featuring a squarish main
block divided into two very long, average-width rooms set back-to-back. A similar but simpler
double-pile plan with two rooms set front-to-rear was a popular minority plan-type in late 18th-
and early 19th-century Virginia. Referred to as a "hall-and-rear-chamber plan," it represented
a variation on the common hall-and-parlor plan. In contrast to the hall-and-parior plan, which
featured two main-floor rooms organized side-by-side along a longitudinal axis, the hall-and-rear-
chamber plan presented a squarish front main room or hall backed by a shallower rear room or
chamber. A single exterior end chimney serving corner fireplaces was almost universally

employed on houses of this plan.12

Bloomsbury is among the earliest houses of this general plan-type recorded in Virginia. It may
be a rare surviving example of a once-common mid-18th-century type, but more likely it was
an anomaly in its own time. Whatever its origins or rarity, its double-pile, single-chimney,
passage-less form relates it to the standard hall-and-rear-chamber type that later gained wide

currency in the eastern half of the state.

Another typically colonial feature of the original unit is its use of comer fireplaces, popular in
English houses of the late 17th century and widely used in Virginia houses through the 18th
century. 13 Corner fireplaces fell out of favor in the early 19th century, however, and were
rarely used in houses after 1820. Another feature characteristic of the colonial period is
Bloomsbury’s use of pantries and small rooms or closets to provide specialized storage space.
Both these features lost popularity as Enlightenment (or "Georgian") ideas of symmetry, balance

and regularity came to dominate house plans and massing.

The floorplan of the original unit of Bloomsbury is a highly individualized one, unique in form





































































































