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D E I C R l B E  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (lfk?BoWnJ P P H I S I C A L  A P P E I R A N C E  

Mayhurst i s  a frame two-story s t ructure  s e t  on an exposed brick basement 
with an a t t i c  level l ighted by small windows i n  the eaves and c i rcu la r  
windows placed i n  each of the four cross-gables of the hipped roof. The 
roof is surmounted by two large chimneys and a cen t ra l  belvedere. This 
belvedere r e f l e c t s  the roof shape which surrounds it and.completes the 
t o t a l  pyramidal massing with an elaborate f i n i a l .  The en t i r e  ex te r ior  wall 
surface above the brick basenient is covered by wooden drop s iding cut  to  
res'emble ash la r  stonework. The deep, overhanging eaves a r e  emphasized by 
the placing of oversized paired brackets, with t he i r  undulating curves and 
pendants, around the e n t i r e  roofline.  

The three-bay maih facade; (no'rth),.'features a cen t ra l  entrance porch with an 
ellipti'c21-arched'fanlight and s idel ights  framing the double doors. On 
the sec'ohd level ,  twin-a'rchedwindows which open to  the balustraded porch 
roof v i sua l ly  support the c*rculaP window above, s e t  i n  the cross-gable. 
A t  e i t he r  s ide  of the cen t ra l  porch and window bay on the f i r s t  level  a r e  
a l so  twin-arched windows with hood molds and shallow balconies. On the 
second level of the two end bays a r e  three-sectioned windows i n  the Palladial 
motif. The eas t  and west facades a r e  s imilar ,  both being four bays wide 
and having arched windows. On the eas t  f ront ,  however, a five-sectioned 

' 
o r i e l  bay was placed on the f i r s t  s tory which i s  pa r t i a l l y  blocked by a frami 
wing added circa 1911. The rear  (south) facade has been pa r t i a l l y  obscured 
by shallow wings and a sleeping porch. 

On the i n t e r i o r ,  the broad central  h a l l  i s  divided a t  mid-point by a gracefu 
e l l i p t i c a l  arch which r e s t s  a t  e i t he r  s ide on p ie rs  alluding t o  the Doric 
qrqe,r i , ~  I .  d e t a i l .  . .  I . . :  The . . .  . s t a i r  .ybich ascg,$ds. .along t$g rstjw;t\,l of the h a l l  
and curves a t  the beginning'irid end of e i ch" f l i gh t ,  eve ops e i iep t iona i  
rhyqhm . .  . .of , ,desj,&n que , I [  . ta I .  , ,  .$he re,p$titlon of the octagonal-shaped an4 turned 
balusters ,  two to  a tread. In addit ion,  the scrol led,  uncarvedbracliets 
on ,thg step,ends ,;tqd ;the ,faaci+? b,oard on t h y  landings increase the a c t i v i t y  
of the design, making the s ta i rwafthe f i nes t  single piece of woodwork i n  
thg house. j ,. . .. 
Two rooms flank the h a l l  on both sides and o f f e r  a calm contras t  to the 
s t a i r  by featuring broad, f l a t  window and door framings a s  well as  black 
marble mantels with arched openings and subt le  curving l ines  i n  the she l f .  
The southeast room has been parti t ioned in to  several  smaller rooms, 
including a kitchen. Although most doors have a pair  of small rectangular 
panels below the lock r a i l  with two t a l l  ones above, var ia t ions  occur with 
the lower panels being octagonal while the upper panels have arched tops. 

An old s t ruc ture  to  the rear  appears to date from the f i r s t  quarter of, the 
nineteenth century due to  some remaining archi t rave door framings and doors, 
the brick noggin walls,  and the 6'-10" wide f i replaces  on both ends of the 
two-story, hipped roof building. This house is believed t o  be the or iginal  
Howard dwelling. 
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Mayhurst was completed i n  1860 by Colqnel John W,illis, s o n  o,f Dr . .  John 
Willis and Nelly Conway Madison, a n i ece  of Pres ident  ~James,&dis.on. 
Colonel W i l l i s  acquired Mayhurst, t h e n a n d  dur iqg  h i s  :lifet3rne known a s  
Howard Place ,  from the  e s t a t e  of Charlqs P., ,Howard i n  ,1856. . The l a n d  
was o r i g i n a l l y  a p a r t  of the  ear ly-e ighteenth  century  Baylor pa ten t  which 
included s u b s t a n t i a l  acreage around Orange Court House and was so ld  o f f  
i n  l o t s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1800. When purchased by Colonel Willis, the  Mayhurst 
proper ty  comprised approximately 880 ac res .  

During the  win te r  of 1863-64 when the  Army of Northern Vi rg in ia  was canped 
i n  Orange County, Lieutenant  General A. P. H i l l  had h i s  headquarters  i n  
the  yard a t  Mayhurst, and one of the  General 's  daughters was chris tened 
i n  the  house. 

Mayhurst is one of the  f i n e s t  examples of the  exuberant s p i r i t  inherent  
i n  the  V i c t o r i a n - a t t i t u d e  toward d e s i g n .  With l i t t l e  c a r e  f o r  .piecedent' 
o r  d u l l  academicism, the  c r e a t i v e  genius of an unknown a r c h i t e c t  evolved 
a t r u l y u n u s u a l  complex of planes and shapes which must have s u r p r t s e d -  ', 
Virgin ians  s t i l l  caught by the  c l a s s i c  du l lness  of the  previous century .  
The s e n s i t i v e  use of c o n t r a s t  i n '  t ex tu re  between the .broadb s u b t l e  p l a n e '  
of i m i t a t i o n  a s h l a r  s i d i n g  and the  f l o u r i s h  of branch-l ike brackets  above 
revea l s  the  con t ro l l ed  and i n t e l l i g e n t  use o f  a ma te r i a l ,  a s t r u c t u r a l  ' 

express ion  which i s  one o f  the  hallmarks o f  mid-and l a t e -n ine teen th  century  
design.  
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