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Altared [] Unoltered 5] Moved [ Original Site {%

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f knmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mayhurst is a frame two-story structure set on an exposed brick basement
with an attic level lighted by small windows in the eaves and circular
windows placed in each of the four cross-gables of the hipped roof. The
roof is surmounted by two large chimneys and a central belvedere. This
belvedere reflects the roof shape which surrounds it and, completes the
total pyramidal massing with an elaborate finial. The entire exterior wall
surface above the brick basenient is covered by wooden drop siding cut to
resemble ashlar stonework. The deep, overhanging eaves are emphasized by
the placing of oversized paired brackets, with their undulating curves and
pendants, around the entire roofline.

The three-bay main facade (north) features a central entrance porch with an
elliptical-arched fanlight and sidelights framing the double doors. On

the second level, twin-atched windows which open to the balustraded porch
roof visually support the circular window above, set in the cross-gable.

At either side of the central porch and window bay on the first level are
also twin-arched windows with hood molds and shallow balconies. On the
second level of the two end bays are three-sectioned windows in the Palladia
motif. The east and west facades are similar, both being four bays wide

and having arched windows. On the east front, however, a five-sectioned
oriel bay was placed on the first story which is partially blocked by a fram
wing added circa 1911. The rear (south) facade has been partially obscured
by shallow wings and a sleeping porch.

On the interior, the broad central hall is divided at mid-point by a gracefu
elliptical arch which rests at either side on piers alluding to the Doric
arder in detail, The stair which ascends along the east wall of the hall
and curves at the beginning and end of each flight, deveidpé‘eideptionai
rhythm of design due to the repetition of the octagonal-shaped and tyrned
balusters, two to a tread. In addition, the scrolled, uncarved brackets

on thg step ends and the fagcia hoard on the landings increase the activity
of the design, making the stairway the finest single piece of woodwork in
the hause. C .

Two rooms flank the hall on both sides and offer a calm contrast to the
stair by featuring broad, flat window and door framings as well as black
marble mantels with arched openings and subtle curving lines in the shelf.
The southeast room has been partitioned into several smaller rooms,
including a kitchen. Although most doors have a pair of small rectangular
panels below the lock rail with two tall ones above, variations occur with
the lower panels being octagonal while the upper panels have arched tops.

An old structure to the rear appears to date from the first quarter of the
nineteenth century due to some remaining architrave door framings and doors,
the brick noggin walls, and the 6'-10" wide fireplaces on both ends of the
two-story, hipped roof building. This house is believed to be the original
Howard dwelling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGE (Include Personages, Dates, Eventas, Ftc.)

Mayhurst was completed in 1860 by Colgnel John Willis, -son of Dr. John
Willis and Nelly Conway Madison, a niece of President (James Madison.
Colonel Willis acquired Mayhurst, then and during his lifetime known as
Howard Place, from the estate of Charles P, .Howard in.1856. . The land

was originally a part of the early-eighteenth century Baylor patent which
included substantial acreage around Orange Court House and was sold off

in lots shortly after 1800. When purchased by Colonel Willis, the Mayhurst
property comprised approximately 880 acres.

During the winter of 1863-64 when the Army of Northern Virginia was camped
in Orange County, Lieutenant General A, P. Hill had his headquarters in
the yard at Mayhurst, and one of the General's daughters was christened

in the house.

Mayhurst is one of the finest examples of the exuberant spirit inherent

in the Victorian attitude toward design. With little care for precedent
or dull academicism, the creative genius of an unknown architect evolved
a truly unusual complex of planes and shapes which must have surprised
Virginians still caught by the classic dullness of the previous century.

The sensitive use of contrast in’ texture between the broad’subtle plane’
of imitation ashlar siding and the flourish of branch-like brackets above
reveals the controlled and intelligent use of a material, a structural: "
expression which is one of the hallmarks of mid-and late-nineteenth century,
design.
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11, FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr,, Director |

ORGANIZATION ) - DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Sy gemetnac s Ut AuguEtt 22, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER!:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Qffice Blilding

CITY OR TOWN: ETATE CODE
Virginia ' 45

v \
1 hereby certlry that this property h included in the
National Register.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- "
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
86.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for incluaion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procechres set
forth by the National Park Service,
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State X Local [

LN oy 1o
- Date

The recommended Chief, Office of Archeclogy and Historic Preservation

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. Edward P, Alexander, Chairman
TitleVirginia Historic Landmarks CommiTsion

Keeoper of The National Regiater
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