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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

&INALTERED XORIGINAL S ~ T E  

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE- 

- - - .- - -- - 
DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Willow Grove dwelling house is scenically s e t  i n  a spacious e s t a t e  amidst the 
ro l l ing  farmlands of the middle Piedmont. Termed by the noted archi tectural  h i s tor ian  Fiske 
Kimball as  "a unique exanple of the picturesqueness of growth", the present two-and-one- 
half-story s t ructure  i s  the r e s u l t  of two extensive building periods. The wood frame 
(southern) sect ion dates from the  1790-1810 era ,  while the  brick (northern) section dates 
from 1848. The two sections comprise a six-bay, 6 3 '  x 30' asymmetrically planned house. 

Set on a hiyh basement, the  f ront  (east)  elevation consists of s i x  bays. The three 
bays t o  the north a r e  constructed of brick l a i d  in Flemish bond, while the  three bays t o  
the south a r e  wood frame, covered by weatherboarding. The two sections a r e  given visual 
cohesion by a massive, two-and-one-half-story, t e t r a s t y l e  pedimented portico.  The portico 
contains Tuscan columns, a f u l l  Tuscan entablature,  and a lunet te  i n  the tympanum, as  well 
as  its' or ig ina l  arched brick podium. Chinese l a t t i c e  ra i l ings  decorate the  f i r s t  f loor  of 

' t h e  port ico and the  gallery.  The l a t t e r  i s  suspended on i ron r o d s .  The portico she l te rs  
f i r s t -  arid second-story, transom-and-sidelight doorways which re ta in  t h e i r  or iginal  
paneled double doors. Fenestration throughout the house consists of 6/6 hung-sash windo:gs 

I containing wooden l i n t e l s  with corner blocks and louvered blinds.  A Tuscan cornice ernbel- 
! l lshes  the slate-covered h ip  roof on the e a s t  and west elevations. 

~. 
i 

i The rear  (west) elevation contains a two-bay recessed portico cu t  out  of the north- 

! west corner. A one-story porch she l te rs  the remaining four bays of  the west elevation. 
! Fenestration is s imilar  t o  t h a t  found on the  eas t  elevation and a l so  contains three dormer 

windows with 6/6 hung sash. 

i 
f The north elevation consis ts  of two bays, and the  treatment of the fenestration i s  
! similar t o  t h a t  found on the  eas t  elevation. The fenestration of the  south elevation 

comprises three bays, s imilar  i n  execution t o  the e a s t  elevation. A s ide  entry is framed 

! by sin~ple wooden archi t rave t r i m .  Both the north and south elevations contain t a l l  
i in te r ior  end chimneys. 
I 

I Willow Grove's asymmetrical plan is dominated by a large entry h a l l  which is flanked 
by a f ront  par lor  and rear  porch t o  the north and a l a t e r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  and large back 
par lor  t o  t h e  south. The s t a i r  has paneled spandrels, scrol led brackets, and rectangular 

balusters ,  two t o  a t read.  A f ine ly  turned newel supports a rounded handrail.  The door 
and window frames i n  the s t a i r  h a l l  and throuqhout the house contain simple wood t r i m .  
The most notable features  of the  i n t e r i o r  are  the mantels. The mantels i n  the south 
portion of the  house a re  Federal i n  inspirat ion.  Of par t icu lar  i n t e re s t  is the reeded 
mantel i n  the southwest par lor ,  which is complemented by a simple wooden wainscot. The 

1 mantels i n  Me  1848 north section a re  Greek Revival. 

i The Willow Grove e s t a t e  contains a f ine  col lect ion of outbuildings. A two-Stow 
schoolhouse, a one-story weaving house, and a smokehouse const i tute  the surviving 
antebellum dependencies. Numerous 19th-century farm buildings a re  located t o  the  south- 
west of the  main house. The buildings include a frame and stone barn and s table .  A 

l a t e r  frame s t ab le  is  located t o  the e a s t  of the residence. 

The grounds a t  Willow Grove include many va r i e t i e s  of shade t r ees ,  large magnolia 
t rees ,  several  types of holly and boxwood, and flowering shrubs dating from t h e  19th 
century. A rear  flower garden features  spring bulbs, l i l i e s ,  and peonies. several  

"lT~dp.-ls" i n  the f ront  yard remain from the Victorian period, having a t  one time boasted 
flowers of complementing va r i e t i e s  t o  those found i n  the rear .  

FCC (see Continuation Sheet fi1) 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - - C H E C K  A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTOnIC -4RCHEULUtiY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -.LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE  L RELIGION 

-1400-1493 _ARCHEOLOGY~HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -.LAW -SCIENCE 

-1500 -1599  ._AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE __SCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -1600-1633 -SOCIALHUMANITARIAN 

-1100 -1793  J R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

2 1 e o o - 1 8 9 s  -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SE~LEMENT _PHILOSOPH.~ . -TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVFRNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_.INVENTION 

. - - -- 

DATES 1787-1810; 1848 BUILDER/ARCHlTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Willow Grove i s  a scen ic  h i s t o r i c  e s t a t e  set amidst t h e  r o l l i n g  farmlands o f  Orilnge 

Com.ty. The ~ ~ r o p e r t y  is dominated by an imposing house, t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  which 
began a s  a modes-t frame dwell ing b u i l t  by 1800 f o r  Joseph Clark. The house was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
enlarged i n  1848 by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a b r i c k  wing and a monumental Tuscan p o r t i c o  by Cla rk ' s  
son, William D. Clark. The r e s u l t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  s t ands  as an  impressive example of t h e  
inf luence  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  C l a s s i c a l  Revival s t y l e  on t h e  homes and p u b l i c  bu i ld ings  
o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  Middle Piedmont s e c t i o n  and an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p rospe r i ty  of t h i s  po r t ion  
of t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  mid-19th century.  

. . . . . . . ~. . 

, ' The land on which Willow Grove was b u i l t  was acqui red  by Joseph Clark i n  1787 and 
cons i s t ed  of 248 ac res .  I n  t h e  same yea r  t h a t  Clark acqui red  t h e  Orange County proper ty ,  
he pe t i t i oned  t o  b u i l d  a m i l l  on "Glebe Run" and presumably s e t t l e d  on h i s  Orange Colmty 
e s t a t e  a t  about this time. I n  1828 Clark s o l d  t h e  Plillow Grove proper ty  t o  h i s  son, 
William, r e t a i n i n g  possess ion  o f  t h e  land dur ing  h i s  l i f e t i n e .  I n  1831 William D. Clark 
i s  charged i n  t h e  Orange County t a x  books with 248 a c r e s  o f  land and "improvern?nts" valucd 
a t  $3125. The "improvements" refer t o  t h e  wood-frame house of h i s  f a t h e r ,  who d i e d  i n  1839. 
No s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  were made t o  t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  1848, when a t a x  book no ta t ion  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  $1711 worth o f  new bu i ld ings  was added i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
northern b r i c k  s e c t i o n  of Willow Grove. The t o t a l  va lue  o f  t h e  improvements was then l i s t e d  
a s  $2992. 

Although t h e  two-story, b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  con t ra s t ed  wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion ,  Clark was 
a b l e  t o  give t h e  enlarged s t r u c t u r e  a sense  of un i ty  and monumentality through t h e  use o f  a 
two-and-one-half-story t e t r a s t y l e  Tuscan p o r t i c o .  I n  terms of  i t s  facade,  t h e  remodeled 
house is  not  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  un l ike  e a r l i e r  examples of t h e  Jef fersonian- inspi red  res idence;  
however, i n  terms of t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  Clark chose t o  maintain t h e  simpl.icity o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
e a r l i e r  Federa l  house. 

It is  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  Lyne and Shackelford f a m i l i e s ,  +7ho have owned t h e  e s t a t e  
s ince  1890, t h a t  t h e  grounds surrounding Willow Grove maintain a s t rong  19th-century f l avor .  
The undulat ing lawns a r e  d o t t e d  with l a r g e  o l d  t r e e s ,  boxwoods, and var ious  e a r l y  outbuild-  
i-,--. 

2 ,5>. 
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VERBALBOUNDARYDESCUIPTION B e g i ~ n i n ~  a t  a p o i n t  approximately 2800' SE of t h e  Rapidan 

River,  on SW s i d e  of U. S. Route 15; thence extending about 600' SE a long s a i d  s i d e  o f  s a i d  
route  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with 400' contour l i n e ;  thence fol lowing s a i d  contour SW, NE, SW, W,  
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I T H E  EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN T H E  STATE IS: 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89.665). 1 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated proper ty  c o n s t i t u t e s  a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  Clark holdings dur ing  
18th and 19th  centur ies-The boundary does encompass the  gardens, outbui ld ings  and t r e e  
and shrub p l a n t i n g s  t h a t  enhance t h e  e s t a t e .  Willow Grove is  bounded on t h e  nor th  by 
U. S .  m u t e  15,  on t h e  e a s t  by a 400' contour l i n e ,  on t h e  south by a l i n e  t h a t  is drawn 
t o  inc lude  t h e  farm bu i ld ings  bu t  no t  t o  inc lude  adjacent  r idges ,  and on t h e  west by a 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t h a t  runs  from t h e  contour t o  U.S. 15. 
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