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?he Waddell Memorial Churct~ s i t s  a t 0 7  a high h i l l  commanding a panoramic 
view of the  v i l l a g e  of Rapidan and the  surrounding f o o t h i l l s  o f  the  Blue 
Ridge Mountains. It i s  a frame "Carpenter 's Gothic" bu i l a ing  covered wi th  
board-and-batten s id ing .  The bays a r e  de l inea ted  by wooden b u t t r e s s e s  with 
pinnacles,ornamented wi th  gab le t s , abu t t ing  both the  a i s l e  w a l l s  and the  
c l e r e s t o r y  wal ls .  The windows (one t o  a  bay) have angular  pointed heads 
with Y-mullions and louvered b l inds .  The eaves of the  a i s l e s  and of t h e  
c l e r e s t o r y  a r e  c a s t e l l a t e d .  

The church i s  entered  through a tower on the  gable  end, This has ang le  but- 
t r e s s e s  ond p innacles  and i s  divided v i s u a l l y  by hor i zon ta l  wooden moldings 
i n t o  t h r e e  levels--a  ground l e v e l  wi th  an  equi la tera l -arched doorway, a  
middle l e v e l  wi th  a  "rose window", and a b e l f r y  wi th  double pointed windows. 

The i n t e r i o r  i s  very  p la in .  Tracery with l a n c e t  arches and q u a t r e f o i l s ,  ap- 
p l i e d  t o  the  end wal ls ,  and i r o n  columns support ing t h e  c l e r e s t o r y  d e l i n e a t e  
v i s u a l l y  the  nave and a i s l e s .  The pews, however, which a r e  apparent ly  o r i g -  
i n a l ,  span the  sanctuary  without  r e spec t  t o  the  nave /a i s l e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The 
c e i l i n g  i s  embellished wi th  dark s t a i n e d  matchboard. There is a shal low 
chancel.  
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k e  church was b u i l t  i n  1874 and l o o s e l y  conforms wi th  des igns  of "J. B. Dan 
f o r t h ,  Amateur," o f  Richmond, t r ac ings  of which a r e  i n  t h e  possess ion  o f  t h e  t ' 
congregation. The bu i ld ing  depar t s  from Danforth 's  des ign  i n  i ts  s i m p l i f i c a t i d X  

Behind the  church i s  t h e  s l a b  tomb of the  Rev. James Waddel (1739-1805) f o r  
whom t h e  church was named. His grave was removed from i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  
near  Gordonsville a t  t he  t i n e  of the  e r e c t i o n  of the  church. 

1 of e x t e r i o r  d e t a i l .  It l acks  the  s p i r e  and g a b l e t s ,  t he  t r u e  l a n c e t  windows 
the t r a c e r i e d  tower window wi th  i t s  heavy hood molding, and t h e  e l a b o r a t e  
rioorway which Danforth envisioned. The i n t e r i o r  fol lows h i s  i n t e n t  more 
c lose ly ,  and, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  t r a c e r y  on t h e  end w a l l s  conforms e x a c t l y  t o  h i s  
des igns ,  

I I n  1958, a  Sunday School room was added t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  the  church. This ad- 
d i t i o n  harmonizes wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  i t s  u se  o f  board-and-batten 
s i d i n g ,  c a s t e l l a t e d  eaves, and pinnacled b u t t r e s s e s .  
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The Waddell Memorial Church is t h e  f i n e s t  specimez of "Carpenter 's  Gothic" 
church a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Virg in ia .  An unusual ly  l a t e  example o f  the  s t y l e ,  
t h e  church was named f o r  an important la te -e ighteenth-century  Piedmont V i r -  
g i n i a  clergyman. I n  add i t ion ,  t he .bu i ld ing ,  which occupies  a corspicuous 
s i t e  ahove Rapidan, i s  a prominent f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  Orange County landscape. 

James Waddel (as  he s p e l l e d  i t )  was a b l ind  P resby te r i an  preacher .  Born i n  
I r e l a n d  i n  1739, he was reknowned f o r  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  a b i l i t i e s .  A f i r s t -  
hanci account i n  William Wirt's The L e t t e r s  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  % (1803) de- -- 
s c r i b e s  him a s  a forceful. ,  moving o r a t o r ,  capable  of c r e a t i n g  i n  h i s  l i s t e n -  
e r s  a v i v i d  sense  of t h e  r e a l i t y  of h i s  sub jec t .  Waddel's t a l e n t s  were 
widely appreciated,and f o r  two yea r s ,  1786-88, he served t h e  Episcopal ians  
around h i s  home i n  Gordonsvi l le .  Waddel a l s o  conducted a school  a t  h i s  
house, and among h i s  pup i l s  were Meriwether Lewis and James Barbour, l a t e r  
a governor of  Virg in ia .  

Sixty-nine yea r s  a i t e r  I iaddel 's  dea th  i n  1805, t h e  P resby te r i ans  of  Rapidan 
e rec t ed  a new church and named i t  i n  h i s  honor. H i s  remains were moved 
from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  burying p lace  a t  h i s  home and placed i n  a new grave i n  
the  churchyard. 

The new bu i ld ing  was designed by J. B. Danforth, a f a c u l t y  member of t h e  
Union Theological  Seminary i n  Richmond. The executed bu i ld ing  v a r i e ?  i n  
some d e t a i l s  from t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  i n t e n t  but  neve r the le s s  r e t a i n s  the bas i c  
scheme. It i s  a holdover  from t h e  l e s s  academic, frame Gothic s t ruc tures . ,  
l oose ly  based on Engl i sh  p a r i s h  churches, which were popular throughout 
ante-bellum America. L i t t l e  changed s i n c e  i t s  e r e c t i o n ,  t h e  church d i d  not  
s u f f e r  from t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  a Sunday School wing i n  1958, f o r  i t  was con- 
ceived t o  harmonize wi th  t h e  s t y l e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bui ld ing .  



. .:,..:::. :.::..:;.9:.2...i ...~....:.... . . .~... ;. ...:.: . . . ,  * .  ... .... ........., :, :,:>..: .,........ ::.'..<.;:..~. <':".?.>?.*...;...; . , , . . . . . . .. . . . .. ... 
L T l T U n E  A N E  LDUCI.T?JDE CO0.R.D!Nk~T~EE5 

Thc C + w T - R  P O l N I  O F  A ? ~ O P E R T Y  - R O F  LESS T H A N  T E N  ACRES ~~ -- 
L A T I T U D E  LONGITUDE 

seconds D~~~~~~ seconds 
NW o 
N E 

0 

s E O UIM references : 
FW 9 o .. ' .. .. 17/756820/424388C . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE O F  NOMINI\TED PROPERTY:  2 
FIST ALL S T A T E S  AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL*PPINC ITATE OR C ~ U N T Y  BOUNDARIES - 
S T A T E :  CODE COUNTY - CODE 

-- - 
S T I \ T E :  CODE COUNTY:  - CODE 

- 
- 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: - COUE 

- 
- 

S T A T E :  CODE COUNTY: - CODE - 
n VIrginia His to r i c  Landmarks Comnission S t a f f  

ORS*N!ZATION t IDATE -4 1 Vi rg inia  H i s t o r l c  Landmarks C o m n o n  
- 

I T H E L T  ANDNUMBER:  1 f 

A s  the designated Sta te  Liaison Officer for the Na- 

t ional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665). I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that i t  h a s  been 

evaluated accordin* to  the  c-iteria end procedares set 

forth by the National Park Servlce. The rec'ominended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State ,= Local 

I hereby certify that th is  property is included in the 

National Regis ter  
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Dinelor, Office of Archeology andHintoris Preserrelion 
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