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Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent . , X deteriorated -unaltered A original site 
-good -ruins _X- altered - moved date .- 

-fair -unexposed - .  

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUPWRY DESCRIPTION 'i 

The main residence a t  Rocklands, a Geor,#an Revival mansion, s i t s  majestically on a 
h i l l  overlooking the Orange Cnmty countryside, The house t7as erected ca. 1905 for  T~OIES 
Atkinson and substantially altered from 1933-35 by the Nec.7 York architect TJi l l iam Lawrence 
Bottornley. B o t t d e y  r m v e d  the English basement and a large two-story wt win6 and 
revised the interior  treatment as well. The rear (east) portico dates t o  the 1933-35 
rmde l ing  and i s  based on Pavilion V of the University of Virginia. 

As originally constructed, Rocklands was a large &-stom house se t  on an E n ~ l i s h  
basenent. The residence also had a large two-story guest wink on its north elevation. The 
facade, M n a t e d  by a monumental Ionic~hexastyle portico, was a?pmached by a f o m l  s ta i r .  
During 1933-35 New York architect b 7 i l l i m  Lawrence Bottomlev renovated the house, resulting 
in i t s  present appearance. 

The facade (west) retains the Ionic portico; however, when the house was lor~ered the 
f o m l  s t a i r  was removed. B o t t d e y  also eliminated the balustrade between the columns. 
The tympanum, fomerly with exposed brick, was plastered and nainted white. A central 
window within the tynpanun retains its blaclc-painked sash. The mr t ico ' s  fluted col- 
support a fr ieze and a mdi l l ion  and dentiled comice. Tne cornice rims along the oerimeter 
of the building, i t s  rear  section instal led in the 1930s &en Rottomley added the rear (east) 
poflico. Thou& Tuscan rather than Ionic, the portico resembles that on Pavilion T l  a t  the 
University of Virginia with which B o t t d e y  was undoubtedly familiar. A l a t t i ce  railiq? 
on the balcony follows the Pavilion V ra i l ing precisely. Also reminiscent of the University, 
B o t t d e y  added a one-story arcaded lopzia t o  the north side, rep lac in^ the large two-story 
g u s t  wing. B o t t d e y  balanced the lopgia on the south by the one-stoq kitchen winp, r.rith 
half-round dormers. 

The main entrance, sheltered by the west portico, consists of a paneled door flanked 
by sidelights and topped by an e l l ip t ica l  fanlight with g e m t r i c  tracery. The m i n  en- 
trance of the east side consists of a paneled door flmked by sidelipbts and toped  by a 
three-part transom with a pedimented head. A less elaborate entrance i s  found t o  the north 
of the doorway and consists 0 f . a  s e j p n t a l  arched opening also with a transom. Entrances 
are also found within the arcade and i n  the kitchen wing. The principal fenestration on 

sash the facade consists of elongated 919 hmg-sash windows on the first story and 616 hunt. 
on the second story?. A photograph of the house before the r m d e l i n g  shows the original 
upper sashes with leaded glass i n  a diamond pattern. The sides and rear elevations have 
616 hmg sash. The central bay window on the second story of the rear elevation is bmed 
and provides an entry to  the second-story balcony. The second-s to~  central bay window 
a the facade i s  flanked by sidelig??ts and was ori,+nally topped by a half-round transon? 
h i c h  has been painted black. Hip~ed-roof d o m r s  break the roof l ine  as do brick c b e y  
stacks on the north and south elevations. The kitchen wing has half-round dormers and a 
central chinmey stack. 

Rack~ands has a central-hall plan, the ha l l  being divided by an e l l ip t ical  arch in to  
a s t a i r  ha l l  and entry hall. The open-string s t a i r  has tumed balusters, scrohl-sawn 
brackets, and a mlded handrail. The s t a i r  nm i s  broken by a landing. The ha l l  has a 

(See Continuation Sheet $11) 



" . Significance 

Period 
-prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
_. 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
X iaoo-lass 
_X 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Cheek and justify below 
X - archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 

- archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
li agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 

architecture -education 1L military - social/ 
-art -engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - expioratlonisettlement - philosophy -theater 
 communication^ - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates +!!2 
22 d 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Since the 18th century, the beautiful countryside of Virginia's Orange County has 
attracted the establishment of i q r e s s ive  estates. Of the m y  s t i l l  intact ,  Rocklands 
is particularly r ich in scenic beauty, architectural significance, and historical  associ- 
ations. Occupying a long, narrow valley situated between the tom of Gordonsville and the - * 
kistoric estates of lbntpelier and Frascati, Rocklands boasts a grand Georgian Revival 
mansion se t  i n  beautifully landscaped grounds and a ruinous early 19th-century brick 
farmhouse of architectural interest.  The estate was largely assembled and developed af ter  
1851 by Richard Burton k l l  of the noted Richmxld milling family. The present m i o n  
was erected fran 1905-07 on the s i t e  of Haxall's house for Thorns Atkinson, also of R i b n d .  
I t s  architect 'has not been detemined, Although W i l l i a m  Lawrence Bottomley was respansible 
for an extensive remodeling undertaken i n  the 1930s. Rocklands was the scene of considerable 
military activi ty &ring the Civil W a r .  

Rocklands incorporates land which was sold i n  1851 t o  Richard Burton Haxall by E d m d  
Henshaw of Orange County. W i t h  his  acquisition, Haxall, a mwber of a prominent R i b n d  
milling family, was follming i n  the tradition of ea r l i e r  Virginia inchstrial leaders who 
had established large corntry estates in the P i e b n t .  The pla t  acwnpanying the deed 
indicated that there were three buildings on the parcel which then contained 333 acres. 
During the next two years Haxall enlarged his holding, and by 1861he owned 958 acres. 
Between 1852 and 1857 he erected a w m d i o u s  residence (which my have incorporated an 
ear l ier  building) and f i l l e d  it with mrks of art. Rocklands was used only as a s w r  
horn by Haxall and his family; the r e s t  of the year Haxall resided in R i b n d  where he 
operated the f m u s  Haxall flour mills with his brother Pnilip. The Orange County property, 
however, was used, i n  addition to  vacations, for  growing crops and raising livestock. 
Haxall is credited with introducing Japan clover into the county and w i t h  encouraging im- 
proved breeding t e M q u e s  for  livestock. 

In Decanber of 1864 Rocklands was the scene of a successful Confederate skirnzish 
in which Gen. L.L. Lo=, cdrmander of a Confederate cavalry division, repulsed an attempt 
by Union Gen. Alfred T. Torbert to  cut off the Orange and Alexandria Railroad east of 
Rocklands. The Union forces, a f te r  suffering 102 casualties and losing 258 horses i n  the 
skirmish, were forced t o  re t reat  back t o  Warrenton. ?he operational map, drawn by Con- 
federate cartographer Jed HotcNciss, shows the positions of both the Confederate and Union 
forces with Haxall's house i n  the middle. The area of military activi ty encompassed m s t  
of the Rocklands estate, and ar t i facts  frun the conflict continue t o  be unearthed on the 
property. 

-11 spent an increasing m u n t  of tine a t  Rocklands a f te r  the war .  His imrentory, 
taken at h i s  death in 1881, indicates that  his extensive wealth was mt seriously diminished 

(See Continuation #2) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nomlnated property 
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Verbal boundary description and j u s t i f i ~ a t i o n & ~ ~ t  for  t h e  northwest b - w  of t h e  nominated 
portion of Rocklands, which is a l i n e  nmning behind t h e  c r e s t  o f  Smith tIill, t he  boundaries 
follow t h e  legal ly  described property lines which are shown as precisely as possible on the  
topograpiic map. Tile southeastern b o r n d m  thus extends ~ e n e r a l l v  behind t h e  r idge of  Merry 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundariedSee Qntinuation Sheet #5) 
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7. DESCIIIPTIOPT -- Ardutectural Analysis 

cove cornice and architrave trirn around a l l  the door openings. 0rip;inally the openinp; 
£rum the ha l l  into the parlor was l a q e r  and 'consisted of m l u m  s m ~ r t e d .  on nedestals 
that extended from the base of each wlm into the door janb i n  tvDical C o l o ~ a l  Xevival 
fashion. lZle ?resent doop.?ay dates from the SottorLey renovation. The parlor is located 
t o  the south of the main hall  and !>as w Adamsoue-smle mantel and a cornice similar t o  
that found in the hal l .  The onening fmm the parlor to  the dining room was described bv 
the present cxmer as "very larie" &d was rehced t o  the present double-dmr s ize  by 
Fottomley. It is t o y e d  by a f u l l  entablature, also part of the Bottcmlry renovation. 
Tne dinin? room is treated like the oarlor and also has a fu l l  entablature ahove +he loor 
leadin% into t l e  parlor. The library/study and the first-f loor bedrom. both have Federal- 
s tyle mantels. The bedrom has a bay window, one r,rindol.2~ of .hi& is now cmverted into a 
door. The second-floor rooms are less elaborate t k  the f i r s t .  A f o m r  naster b e d r m ,  
the southeast room has a Federal-style mantel ~ F t h  amlied s r r a ~  fiat f l d .  a classical 
urn. A l l  doors and windows have architrave trh. file kitchen T&P; which dates to  the 
1933-35 remdeling retains i t s  orip;iml pantry and q b o a r d s .  

A two-stoq guest house is located across t l e  yard to  t l e  rear (east) of tbe mi? 
house. Executed in seven-course-hrican-bond brick, the 0.able-roof structure serve? 
the oriLginal Iin&lands and was mved t o  i t s  oresent location ca. 1935 bv bttomley bho 
rmde led  i t .  The house has a double entrance, exterior end c h i m e v ~ , ~ d  616 hmr. sash. 

A s m l l  service court desigped by B o t t d e y  is located to  the southeast of the m i n  
house. Tile court m i s t s  of a garage, servant s house, woodshed, and t m e l  t o  the 
basemat of the m a i n  house. Ron the west Lle com~lex was mde t o  r e s d l e  the smke- 
'nouse and dairy a t  Brem, Flwanna County. A l l  thk buildings are brick in both Ar~rican 
and Flemish bond. 

Below the min house t o  the south i s  a farm ccunplex consisting of a 19th-century coach 
barn of mod-frane construction. The barn has weatherboarding md i s  covered by a hipped 
roof. SOT,= 616 hung-sash win& r a i n ,  as does one large paneled door. A large bank barn 
buil t  ca. 1910 stands across the road. It is &-stories high and is distinguished by a 
large overhang above the f i r s t  story. The wood-frame bam is covered by a gable roof and 
has weatherboarding. 

Various h e r s  of the iqeale family have houses on the Rocklands estate. The brick, 
one-story residence of Spencer &ale, bui l t  ca. 1956, i s  a contqorary-style dwelling 
located on the southeastern edge of the property. It was designed by the Charlottesville 
architect Tnorras Craven. Mrs. Same1 Nede lives in a house t o  hie north of the m i n  
'nouse. The 1%-story, mod-frame dwelling has a cross-gable roof and is covered by weather- 
boarding. It was buil t  in the 1960s a f t e r  the plans of Henderson Iieyward, also a aar lo t tes -  
v i l l e  architect. Kargaret Heath owns a prefabricated house erected ca. 1977 near the lake. 
The wood-frame structure has large glass panels and an overhanging rcof. Spencer Neale, Jr., 
lives in a simple, former tenant house of ca. 1900, located betweal Pin. Samuel lqeale's 
residence and the mai;~ house. It is a 12;-story, mod-frame structure and has both gable 
and shed roofs. Mr.  Tim Neale occupies a plain 1%-story house located on the southeastern 
comer of the property. The weatherboarded structure is covered by a gable roof. 

(See Continuation Sheet $12) 
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7. DESCRLPTIOIT -- Architectural Analysis 

Tne farin manager's house i s  situated to  the south of the min house and dates to the 
mid-19th century. Of wood-frame construction, the structure is distinguished by ommental 
t r i m  that runs the perimeter of the roof line. Covered w i t h  weatherboarding, the buildinp, 
has 616 h u x  sash, a plain bdlustrade, and a hipped roof. 

In addition t o  the family residences, the property also contains a rider of abandmed 
structuces. lhe  brick house located t o  the north of the main residence a t  the foot of 
Scott Wuntain was buil t  i n  1822. Tne two-story, four-bay structure has a corbeled brick 
cornice and a gable roof. The southern end of the forr~~er residence has a moden pent window 
covered by weatherboarding. The door and windows do not survive; however, the house is 
being stabilized against £urther deterioration. To the n o a h  of the brick house i s  a tsm- 
story, wood-frame residence covered with weatherboarding and dating t o  the l a t e  19th century. 
Tie structure i s  in .a s t a t e  of rapid deterioration. A tm-story frame barn i s  located 
south of the former dwelling house. Situated t o  the east of the prefabricated house are 
two 13;-story cottages. Tne buildings are  also in a deteriorated s ta te .  

The nominated portion of the farm encompasses parts of Smith H i l l ,  Scott Wuntain, 
Merry Wultain, and two p d s .  The land i s  used primarily as pasture, although some t i h e r  
is found on the h i l ly  slopes. Dirt roads serve t o  connect the structures that surround 
the m i n  house. The gardens to  the rear of the m i n  house were designed by the landsca?e 
architect W e r t o  Irmocenti who aLso landscaped the yard. The f o d  box and shrub gardens 
are part ial ly enclosed by a brick wall, the gate flmked by two brick posts with stone f in ia ls .  
Steps lead dcml to  the  brick garden paths that surround a fountain with a bronze statue. 
Tne landscape plan i s  i n  the collection of the Valentine b e u n  i n  R i b n d .  

RCC 

8. SIGtIJIFICANE -- Historical Backgromd 

following hos t i l i t i es .  In a conversation with a friend, Haxall attributed the great 
success of h i s  business to  "Captain Sutter," whose discovery of gold i n  California opened 
the west as a huge market for  flour. The noted Virginia writer Dr. George William Bapby 
visited Rocklands in 1579 and penned a revealing description of the estate : 

Square and s o l i d ,  t h e  house a t  Rocklands s i t s  on t h e  s lope  of a l i t t l e  
mountain, concealed i n  t h e  f o l i a g e  of  t r e e s  of many k inds ,  plumed f i r s  
and p ines  of Northern cl imes,  maples and l inden ,  hickory and o t h e r  n a t i v e  
growth. The f r o n t  porch, broad and hosp i t ab le ,  g ives  t h e  only vista-- 
an out look over  t h e  h i l l s  t o  t h e  dim b lue  mountains...An ova l  p l a t  of 
e x o t i c s  is nea r  t h i s  porch. Behind t h e  house is a g rea t  rose  bush a l l  
aglow, a t r e l l i s  bur ied  i n  honeysuckle, a hedged garden f u l l  of a l l  good 
th ings  t h a t  grow i n  Orange s o i l ,  and f u r t h e r  o f f  upon t h e  mountain s i d e s  
t h e  f o r e s t  i s  p i l e d  i n  r i c h  dense masses of  green t h a t  i r r e s i s t i b l y  b r ing  
you back fo rgo t t en  dreams of t h e  high p l aces  of A t t i c a  where t h e  manifold 
fab led  c rea tu res  of t h e  Greek poets  had t h e i r  homes...With r a r e  except ions ,  
t h e  r u l e  i n  t h e  South h e r e a f t e r  w i l l  be what i t  has long been i n  t h e  North 
and Europe, t h a t  t h e  handsomest country s e a t s  w i l l  belong t o  opulent  men 
whose for tunes  have been acqui red  a t  some p u r s u i t  o t h e r  than  farming. 

2 
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8. SIGqLF'ICAiKE -- Historical aackground 

Bagby M n e r  noted that the. fascination of Rocklands is the "abundant grass, the wide 
sweep of smoth even sward. " 3 

Haxall's interest  in improving the breeding of livestock and horses was continued 
by T1101ras Atkinson vho p u r d ~ s e d  Rocklands in 1895 £run Alfred P a h r  Moorewood. %orewood 
had bo@t Rocklands i n  1882 from Haxall's sons. Atkinson, also a R i b n d e r ,  operated 
the Southern Stove Works and lived on Franklin Street.  As a countryman, he served as 
p r e s i b . t  of the Orange Horseman's Association. During an extensive renovation i n  1905, 
the Haxall house caught f i r e  and burned t o  the ground. Atkinson thus connissioned the 
presentstately Georgian Revival residence, described in 1907 in Scott 's History of Orange 
County as "one of the handsomt houses in the County.. . in the Colonial s ty le  of archi- 
tecture."4 Tne history w a i t  on t o  note the "beautiful greensward, ornamental hedges, 
a r t i f i c i a l  water view and undulating fields ... and i n  front the inspiring horizon of the 
Blue Ridge--a moral and m t a l  tonic t o  any lover of nature. "5 Although the house is yet 
one of the largest and best hown in the vicinity, its architect mfortmately has not 
been identified. %st likely, Atkinson, with his Riclmnd connections, would have selected 
one of the capital c i ty ' s  firm. 

Rocklands was acquired by i t s  present owner, Mrs. Doris Neale, and her l a t e  husband 
i n  1926. The iqeales were from Buffalo and were attracted t o  Virginia through their  
interest i n  farming. By 1933 Mrs. Neale determined that the house was too large for her 
needs and comnissioned the fashionable I h  York architect William Lawrence ?attomley to  
advise her on alterations. Pk. Bottomley recomnended the r e n ~ v a l  of the large guest wing 
on the rear and its replacement with a Jeffersonimstyle  portico. Bottomley was also 
of tne opinion that the appearance of the house would be improved i f  it did not have i t s  
English b a s m t  and s a t  lower t o  the ground. He thus convinced his client t o  have the 
house put on supports while the basement was r m v e d  and then to  have the house slowly 
lowered t o  the desired height, a project which took several weeks with the family re- 
maining i n  residence throughout the process. Bottomley 's alterations also included 
the addition of a loggia on the north and a oornplex of service buildings on the south. 
Tne design of the service buildings was inspired by the outbuildings a t  B r a ,  Fluvanna 
County, where I b t t d e y  was assisting with the restoration. The architectural work for 
the gardens was B o t t d e y ' s ,  but the landscape plan was provided by Umberto Innocenti of 
the New York firm of Innocenti and Webel. Innocenti was one of the country's m r e  able 
desipers of es ta te  gardens i n  the 1930s. 

Bottomley ' s  alterations, although r a v i n g  some of the turn-of-the-century f l a w r  
of the house, proved to  be m s t  successful aesthetically. As he ingcnded, t h  house naw 
relates more directly t o  the landscape with the park grounds sweeping up t o  t%e portico 
in the English manner. The v i e w  frcnn the house r d n s  as bucolic as it was a t  the time 
of Dr. Bagby's v i s i t .  The roll ing pastures, sloping down t o  a large pond, are dottedwith 
cat t le ;  wooded h i l l s  and distant momtains h m  a background. S t i l l  a productive and 
beautifully d n t a i n e d  £am, the whole form one of the mst successfully contrived 
pastoral scenes in the s ta te .  

Appro;drrately a n i l e  to  the north of the main house, and similarly s i ted,  is an 
interesting two-story, brick famhuse ,  abandoned and somsbt ruinous but stabilized. 

(See Continuation Sheet {k) 
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8 .  SIGLW?ICAI~CE -- Historical  Background 

It was erected i n  1822 f o r  an Orange County resident, John Henshaw, probably the brother 
of E h d  >Ienshm who sold the original  Rocklands tract t o  Richard Burton Haxall. The 
house, a good example of the  local vernacular architecture,  has interest ing brickwork 
details. It and s m  750 acres of its farm were added t o  Rocklands in the present century. 
The two t r ac t s  are connected by what was fo-ly an old  turnpike but is now a private 
farm road. 

l ~ e o r ~ e  TJilliam Bagby, The Old Virginia Gentlaran (Richrmnd: The E e t z  Press, 1938, 
reprint) , p. 222. 

=@oted i n  George Thorns, GordDnsville, Virginia (Verona, Va. : McClure Press, 
1971), p. 89. 

3~agby, p. 222. 

4 ~ . ~ .  Scott, A History of Orange County, Virginia (Richmmd: Everett Waddey Co. , 
1907), p. 210. 

5 ~ b i d . ,  p. 211. 
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10. GEOGRAPHLOZL BITA -- Verbal Bomdary Description and Juctification 

b m t a i n  up to  Scott Mountain. A t  the northeastern comer of the property, the l ine  extends 
in anorthwesterly direction dam across the valley t o  Smith H i l l .  The l ine  then extends 
behind the crest of Smith Iiill and joins into the legally defined boundary extending tmard 
the southwest. The l ine  is marked generally by fences and tree lines. The soutbestern 
boundary of the property is defined by route 231. 

i3omdary Justification: The 1,740 acres included i n  the Rocklands narknation are defined 
by the legal property lines except for  the northwest corner which is  an arbitrary l ine  
dram behind the crest of Smith H i l l  t o  include a l l  of the Rocklands property that  can be 
seen from the main residence. A large portion of the f m  t o  the north of Shith H i l l  has 
not been included in the nomination as it does not re la te  visually o r  historically to  the 
rest  of the farm. 

The boundaries thus selected thus include all  of the original farm assembled by 
Richard Burton -11 as well as the Henshaw property, containing the 1822 brick f a d o u s e ,  
added t o  Rocklands in this century. The boundaries also include a l l  of the property that 
was the scene of 1864 niilitary activity as s h m  on the Jed lbtchkiss mps. The south- 
east  property l ine,  following the crests of  Merry and Scott n t a i n s ,  pmvides a scenic 
backdrop of wooded mnmtains for the nlain residence. From the main residence practically 
the entire valley, consisting of rolling pastures and ponds with moded borders, is 
visible. These scenic pastoral views are the same described with enthusiasm by visi tors 
such as Dr. George Bagby and are of significance in the study of Virginia landscape desim. 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory of buildiqys on Rocklands property 

l . ' ~  John Henshaw House, 1822 (contributing structure). 

2. Mrs. Samuel Neale Residence, 1960s (non-contributing structure - less than 50 y e a s  old). 

3. Spencer Neale, Jr., Residence, ca. 1900 (contributirg struceure). 

4. Main Residence, ca. 1905 (contributirg structure) . 
5. Farm Manager' s H m e ,  mid-19th century (contributing structure) . 
6. Coach House, l a t e  19th century (contributing structure) 

7. Bank Barn, ca. 1910 (contributing structure) . 
8. Tim Neal Residence, mid-20th century (non-contributing structure - less than 50 years old) 

9. Margaret Heath Residence, ca. 1977 (non-contributing structure - less than 50 years old). 

10. Spencer Neale Residence, ca. 1956 (non-contributing structure - less than 50 years old). 

11. Wood-frame barn, 20th century (non-contributing structure). 

12. 'ho-story wood-frame house, ruinous, l a t e  19th century (non-contributing structure). 

13. Abandoned, deteriorated barn (non-contributing structure) 

14. Deteriorated 1%-story cottage (non-contributing structure). 

15. Deteriorated 1%-story cottage (non-contributing structure). 

16. Brick Guest llouse, l a t e  19th century (contributing structure). 

17 .  Service Court, Main House, Lawrence Eottomley, architect,  ca. 1933 (contributinp, 
structure). 

18. Farm building, 20th century (non-contributirg structure) . 
19. Barn, 20th century (non-contributing structure). 






