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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Builetin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. [F any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items
on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1, Name of Property

histotic name Orange Commercial Historic District

other names/site number VDHR File # 275-5001

2. Location

street & number__Main, Byrd, Caroline, Church, Chapman, and Shor streets; not for publication _N/A
ison : ilroad an F ven

city or town Qrange vicinity_ N/A

state_Virginia code VA _ county___ Qrange code __137 Zip _22960

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that
this_X__ nomination ____request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X_ meets ____ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1
recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ____ statewide _X locally. ( ___ See

continuation sheet for additjonal comments.)
12/14/%

Signature of certifying official Date
Virginia Depsrtment of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( ___ Sec continuation sheet
for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification :
[, hereby certify that this property is: ___removed from the National Register
____entered in the National Register ____other (explain):
—_ See continuation sheet
__ determined eligible for the

National Register
_ See continuation sheet.

Signature of Keeper
Date of Action

___determined not eligible for the National Register
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
_X_ public-local
__ public-State
___public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
___building(s)
_X_ district
___ site
___ structure
___object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

61 11 buildings
_0_ _0__ sites
_0_ 0__ structures
_0_ _0__  objects
61 11 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 2_

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling; secondary structure; hotel

COMMERCE/TRADE Business; professional, organizational, financial institution;
specialty store; department store; restaurant; warehouse

SOCIAL Meeting hail

GOVERNMENT Fire station; courthouse; post office; correctional facility;
government office

RELIGION Religious facility

RECREATION AND CULTURE Theater; auditorium

TRANSPORTATION Rail-related; road-related

AGRICULTURE & SUBSISTENCE Creamery

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/

EXTRACTION Communications facility

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub:  Single dwelling; institutional housing

COMMERCE/TRADE Business; professional; financial institution; specialty store;
department store; restaurant; warehouse

GOVERNMENT Courthouse; post office; correctional facility, government office

RELIGION Religious facility

RECREATION AND CULTURE Museum

TRANSPORTATION . Rail-related; road-related
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7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Commercial Style
Italian Villa
Italianate
Federal
Early Classical Revival
Colonial Revival
Late Gothic Revival
Greek Revival
Queen Anne
Neo-Classical Revival
Moderne

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation: BRICK; CONCRETE

roofing: ASPHALT, METAL; TERRA COTTA
walls: BRICK; WOOD: weatherboard; STONE: limestone; STUCCO
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
See continuation sheets.

8. Statement of Sigmificance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its originai location.

C abirthplace or a grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years,
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
COMMERCE
TRANSPORTATION
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance ___1749 to 1948

Significant Dates 1749
1847, 1859
1870-1872
1908

Significant Person {Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Phillips, William B.
Haskins, Charles, Haskins and Alexander, Washington, D.C.
Lee Smith & Vandervoort, Richmond, VA
Miller, A. Stanley, Richmond, VA
Simon, Louis A., Supervising Architect, Washington, D.C.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
See continuation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Andrews, James Newman, Jr. Harris Burrus Davenport, Jr., Robert Virgil Fielding, Chester Mack Mayer, Francis
Bradley Peyton III, Featon Somerville, and John Henry White. 4An Economic and Social Survey of Orange
County, Virginia. Charlotiesville: University of Virginia School of Rural Social Economics, 1939.

' Department of the Interior, National Park Service. “National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, St.
Thomas® Episcopal Church.” Prepared by the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission. Copy on file at the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, 1976,

Gray, O.W. The National Atlas. Philadelphia, O.W. Gray & Son, 1878.

Humbert, R.L. Industrial and Agricultural Survey, Orange County, Virginia. Blacksburg: Engineering Extension
Division and Agricultural Extension Division, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 1930.

Joyner, Ulysses P. The First Settlers of Orange County, Virginia: A View of the Life and Times of the European
Settlers of Orange County, Virginia. Baltimore: Gateway Press, Inc.,, 1987.

Miller, Ann Brush. Antebellum Orange: The Pre-Civil War Homes, Public Buildings and Historic Sites of Orange
County, Virginia. QOrange, Virginia: Moss Publications, 1988.

Orange Countv Review. “Silk Mills Shuts Down.” 3 March 1988:1-3.
--. “Silk Mill Was Chamber of Commerce Success Story.” 19 November 1992:9.
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Orange Review. “[Architect’s Drawing of New Firehouse.|” 17 February 1938:1.

Peters, John O. and Margaret T. Peters. Virginia's Historic Courthouses. Charlottesville: University Press of
Virginia, 1995.

Salmon, Emily and Edward D.C. Campbell, Jr., editors. The Hornbook of Virginia History: A Ready-Reference Guide
to the Old Dominion's People, Places, and Past. Richmond: The Library of Virginia, 1994,

Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Maps for the Town of Orange: 1905, 1909, 1915, 1919, 1925, 1931. Virginia
State Library and Archives, Richmond, Virginia.

Schlotterbeck, John Thomas. “Plantation and Farm: Social and Economic Change in Orange and Greene Counties,
Virginia, 1716 to 1860.” Ph.D. dissertation, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 1980.

Scott, W.W. A History of Orange County, Virginia: From its Formation in 1734 (0.5.) To the end of Reconstruction
in 1870: compiled mainly from Original Records with a Brief Sketch of the Beginning of Virginia, a Summary
of Local Events to 1907, and a Map. Berryville, Virginia: Chesapeake Book Company, 1962(1907).

Slayton, Paul. Personal Communication, November 1997,
Thomas, William H.B. Orange, Virginia: Story of a Courthouse Town. Verona, Virginia: McClure Press, 1972.
-. “Courthouses of Orange County,” in Virginia Cavalcade Vol. 19, No. 5 (1969):32-37.

Walters, J.P. Town of Orange~-1872. Redrawn by U.P. Joyner, Jr,, 1987. Map on file at the Orange County Historical
Society, Orange, Virginia.

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

___ previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

__ designated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

. recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository: Virgini

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approx. 20 acres
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UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1. 17 752540 4236690 2. 17 752840 4237010
3. 17 753080 4236650 4. 17 752560 4236410

___ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

The district is bounded roughly by Caroline Street on the west, Main Street on the north, May Fray Avenue and Byrd
Street on the east, and Church Street on the south.
<€ ATTACHED VAP AT %= 200’

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

The district encompasses the historic commercial and governmental center of the Town of Orange.

11. Form Prepared By

Name/title:

Organization: Gray & Pape. Inc. date___Junec_1998

street & number: 1705 E. Main Street telephone_804/644-0656

city or town__Richmond state VA _ zip code 23223
Additional Documentation

Maps

Attached:

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
See continuation sheets.

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _See attached,

street & number telephone

city or town, state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Staternert: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, 10 list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated 1o average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management
and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20303
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SUMMARY

The Orange Commercial Historic District is comprised of 74 resources--61 contributing, 11 non-
contributing, and 2 previously listed--and contains the oldest public, religious, and commercial
structures in the Town of Orange. The center of town is dominated by the mid-nineteenth-century
[talian Villa-style Orange County Courthouse, which is individually listed on the National Register.
Commercial buildings, which make up the majority of the contributing structures, tend to be early-
twentieth-century brick structures that are one to two stories in height with either classical or
{talianate detailing. Dwellings make up the second largest group of contributing resources with the
earliest dwelling dating to around 1830. Government and church buildings aiso are counted among
the contributing structures. Among the latter, St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church on Caroline Street,
constructed in 1833, is individuaily listed on the National Register. While some institutional buildings
reflect high-style design, most of the buildings in the district are modest examples of nationally
popular styles or vernacular interpretations. Non-contributing resources tend to be commercial
buildings that are non-historic or that have undergone exterior alterations that compromise the
integrity of the original structure. The boundaries of the district can be described generally as Main
Street on the north, Caroline Street on the west, Church Street on the south, and Byrd Street and
May Fray Avenue on the east.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Orange County is located in the Upper Piedmont region of Virginia and lies approximately 60 miles
northwest of Richmond and about 75 miles southwest of Washington, D.C. Located near the
geographical center of the county, the Town of Orange has served as the county seat since 1749. The
town is situated at the intersection of U.S. Route 15 and State Route 20 and has a current population
of about 4100.

The Town of Orange Court House was established in 1749 as the county seat and location of the
Orange County Courthouse. Throughout the eighteenth century, the town consisted of little more
than the courthouse and public buildings, a few houses, taverns and stores, all of which were
supported by the monthly meeting of the court. The town was centered around the courthouse
building, which stood near the present-day Southern Railway depot and is believed to have been a
frame structure with shuttered windows and brick chimneys. In 1804, the third Orange County
Courthouse was constructed on the public lot. No buildings from the eighteenth century survive
within the boundaries of the historic district.!

The town’s pattern of development is attributed in part to the subdivision of land undertaken in 1799
by Paul Verdier, a native of Berkeley County, now a part of West Virginia. Verdier purchased land
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in Orange Court House and platted the property into town lots. Verdier’s home of Peliso (c.1806),
located on Belleview Avenue behind the present courthouse, was one of the significant early homes
in Orange. In 1796, a post office was opened by the national government, further enhancing the
importance of the growing community.?

The oldest structures within the district date to about the 1830s and include a commercial structure,
a residence, and a church. The Sparks Building at 122-124 West Main Street is a two-and-half-story
brick structure that is believed to have been built around 1830 for James Forbes. The front facade
of the building is laid in Flemish bond while the sides and rear are laid in five-course American bond.
Although some exterior alterations have taken place, including the construction of a modem
storefront, the building retains much of its original material.

The Holladay House, located at 155 West Main Street and now operated as a bed and breakfast, was
built around 1830 as a store for the Lynchburg-based mercantile business of Dinkle and Rumbough.
The building, located on the north side of the intersection of Caroline and Main streets, is a two-story
brick structure laid in Flemish bond. A one-story, Doric portico is centrally located on the front
facade and is accessed by a set of double stairs. Gauged brick arches over the windows are covered
in stucco to simulate stone.

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church on Caroline Street was built in 1833 in the Jeffersonian-inspired
Roman Revival style. The designer is believed to have been William B. Phillips, one of Jefferson’s
workmen at the University of Virginia, and was based upon Jefferson’s design for Grace Church (now
destroyed) in Charlottesville.* The entrance is a distinguished one-story, three-bay portico in antis
featuring Doric columns. The Gothic Revival stained glass windows were added in 1900 and the
parish hall at the rear of the church was constructed in 1912 and enlarged in 1928.

In the late 1840s, the Orange & Alexandria Railroad purchased part of the public lot as a right-of-way
through town. The county court negotiated a land exchange with resident Richard Rawlings for the
lot at the northwest comer of Main Street and Madison Road. With a location for the new
courthouse chosen, the Honorable R.H. Field, judge of the circuit court, engaged architect M.
McKinnie to design the new building. The design was typical of the traditional temple-form
courthouse of red brick with white columns seen throughout Virginia. There was, however, a delay
in the real estate transaction with Rawiings. Three years later, the court decided to obtain another
design for the courthouse. The fourth Orange County Courthouse is attributed to Charles Haskins
of the Washington, D.C., architectural firm of Haskins and Alexander. The building was constructed
between 1838 and 1859 and is designed in the Italian Villa style with the most prominent feature
being its centrally located, three-stage tower with overhanging eaves. The entrance is located atop
a flight of steps that leads to a three-part arcaded entry. The loggia that once surrounded the building
is now enclosed. Although the style may appear to have been avant garde, it has been noted that there
was precedent in the county and the surrounding area for use of the style, and that the Italianate



Form 10-900 OMB No. 10244018
(Rev. 10-90)

U. S. Department of the Interior Orange Commercial Historic District
National Park Service Orange County, Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 3

influence would have projected a modern and progressive image of Orange to travelers along the
newly formed rail line. Court was first held in the new courthouse in July 1859.*

The Miles B. Lipscomb Store, located at the corner of Church and Mill streets, was constructed in
1853 and is an example of mid-nineteenth-century commercial architecture with later additions. The
two-story building is constructed of brick laid in stretcher bond. The first floor of the building is a
storefront with a central entry door flanked by nearly full-height paired round-arched windows. A
frame addition with clapboard siding was constructed on the east side of the store, probabiy in the
late nineteenth century. Most recently, the building has served as apartments.

Few new buildings were built in Orange between 1860 and 1870. After the Civil War, the town
slowly regained its economic prosperity and professional offices were opened in town including those
of dentists, doctors, and lawyers. Among the many merchants in town were general dry goods
merchants, liquor dealers, a saddler, a tanner, a druggist, a carriage maker, and a milliner.’

Many religious congregations and institutional organizations began building structures along the
streets of Orange during the late nineteenth century. The Nazareth Baptist Church organized in 1871
and erected a sanctuary on Church Street. The current sanctuary, located at 115 West Church Street,
was constructed in 1913 and can be described as a vernacular style church with Gothic Revival
detailing such as pointed-arched door transoms and windows. A two-part tower tops the projecting
brick entry vestibule. The current exterior brickwork dates from a 1992 refurbishing. The
congregation of the Nazareth Baptist Church is largely African American.

In 1873, the 1850s Baptist church, located behind the courthouse, burned. The Baptists then
obtained a lot on East Main Street and constructed a new sanctuary. This building was destroyed in
the 1908 fire. At that time, the church moved to its present location at 123 West Main Street. In
1909, a brick Gothic Revival building was constructed that features lancet windows with limestone
tracery, a corner tower with castellated parapets, and brick buttressing with limestone caps.
Alterations to the church were performed in 1921 and 1954.

Other institutional buildings erected during the late nineteenth century include the Masonic Opera
House (149 W. Main Street) which was constructed in 1885, and the Trinity United Methodist
Church (143 W. Main Street) built in 1892. The Opera House served as a meeting hall for
Independent Orange Lodge No. 138, A F.&A M., which was authorized in 1825. The original facade
was six bays wide and two stories in height with tall arched windows above and round-headed
windows below. The centrally located, pedimented entrance was accessed by a short flight of steps.
The building featured a gable front roof that was possibly a parapet wall. Between 1921-1922, the
building was remodeled to its present Colonial Revival-style appearance by Benjamin Pitts and
operated as the Pitts Madison Movie House. The Opera House is a two-story brick structure with
a full-height Corinthian columned portico. In 1991, the interior was renovated for use as law offices.
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The Trinity United Methodist Church is an L-shaped brick structure with an entrance tower located
at the intersection. The building reflects Gothic Revival styling in its pointed arches, leaded glass
transoms, and rose windows. An addition was constructed to the rear of the church in 1979.

Several bank buildings serve as prominent landmarks within the district. The former National Bank
of Orange, located at 102 East Main Street, was built in 1892. The building was untouched by the
1908 fire, which was stopped by the then-adjacent Sanford Building. The bank is an impressive
example of Neo-Classical styling with engaged fluted limestone Corinthian columns and a full
entablature with a pedimented front entrance. The front facade of the masonry structure is sheathed
with smooth limestone panels. The building was enlarged in 1919 when two additional bays were
added to the eastern side. Most recently, the building was occupied by Jefferson National Bank. The
building was vacated in 1998 when Jefferson National was purchased by Wachovia, which closed the
branch. The building has since been auctioned to a new owner. The former Citizens National Bank,
now NationsBank, is located at 113 West Main Street and was constructed in 1925. The two-story
brick structure has a three-bay entrance with two columns set on piers in antis. Although the original
windows have been replaced, the building is still a fine example of the Neo-Classical style. A. Stanley
Miller of Richmond is credited as the architect and C.R. Butler was the builder.

Dwellings were common in the downtown area into the late 1800s, but now are mostly located in the
residential sections flanking the downtown core. The oldest surviving residence in the district is
located at 126 West Church Street and dates to ¢.1880. This house is an asymmetrical, three-bay,
single-pile frame structure. Two brick chimneys project through the standing-seam metal gable roof.
The Dodson House, located at 148 West Main Street, was constructed ¢.1900 and is the last
residential building on Main Street that is used as such. The building was formerly known as Mrs.
Thompson’s boarding house. Three dwellings located along Caroline Street date from the late
nineteenth to the early twentieth century and are still occupied as homes. Probably the most unusual
of these dwellings is the late-nineteenth-century structure at 140 Caroline Street because it is the only
example of a double house located within the district. This two-story, frame structure has two three-
bay, side-passage units joined under a gable roof with a central front gable. A one-story, full-width
shed-roofed porch spans the front facade.

Several residential structures in the district have been converted into commercial use as the
downtown area developed including both late-nineteenth-century dwellings and early-twentieth-
century dwellings. Examples of such converted dwellings are the Herndon Realty office (c. 1930)
at 151 West Main Street; Herndon & Grymes, Surveyors, (c. 1930) at 147 Caroline Street; and The
Country Mouse Shop (1898) at 143 East Church Street. In the 1940s, the Hiden-Rawlings House
(c.1870) on Caroline Street was moved from its original location at the corner of Caroline and Main
streets and is currently used as the Children’s House Montessori School.

Commercial activities in the town of Orange originally congregated around the raiiroad tracks and
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the courthouse. Around the turn of the twentieth century, Railroad Avenue was lined with retail
merchants as well as restaurants and specialty shops. An 1872 atlas depicts the arrangement of lots
in town and indicates the function of a few properties. St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church is identified
on Gordonsville Road, along with a “colored church” located to the south. The Methodist Church,
now on Main Street, was located on the opposite side of the street. In 1872, the Baptist Church was
located on East Main Street three iots east of the Orange & Alexandria Railroad tracks. The
Presbyterian Church was located on a small lot on Plank Road (Byrd Street), just south of the
intersection with Church Street.

Other lots identified on the map include the courthouse lot, which by that time had moved to its
current location at the corner of Main Street and Madison Road; the county jail lot, which remained
at the old public lot near the train tracks; the clerk’s office lot, located diagonally across from the
courthouse; and the Orange & Alexandria Railroad depot lot, which was located south of its present
location.

The 1878 O.W. Gray Atlas of the United States includes a map of Orange Court House with property
owner names listed and indicates some businesses in the town. Building footprints are also depicted.
The Gray map shows that the commercial center of town was located along Railroad Avenue and
fronted onto the railroad tracks. Several stores and the Hotel Morrtis are noted on the west side of
Railroad Avenue. The Hotel Coleman was located on the southwest corner of Main and Chapman
streets, which was a short block away from the passenger station. None of Orange’s early hotel
structures survive today. The site of the Hotel Morris is now occupied by the Orange Farm and
Garden Shop (120 East Church), which was built around 1920.

On the Gray map, the county jail, previously located on the old public iot near the railroad tracks, is
shown behind the courthouse, but the clerk’s office remained across the street. The Orange &
Alexandria Railroad depot and station are depicted in the same location as the 1872 maps shows
them, but Gray’s map also shows the depot for the narrow gauge Potomac, Fredericksburg &
Piedmont Railroad located at the southern end of Plank Road. The Nazareth Baptist Church is shown
on the north side of Church Street. As previously mentioned, the congregation was organized in
1871 and built a church on this lot. Large residential lots are located throughout the rest of town
along Main Street, the Gordonsville Road, on Church Street, and along Plank Road.

The earliest available Sanborn Map Company insurance maps of the Town of Orange date to 1905
and indicate that the town’s 800 residents were supporting numerous and varied commercial
enterprises along with many large dwellings located within the town limits. Business establishments
depicted on the map include general stores, drugstores, grocers, and stores specializing in furniture,
hardware and jewelry. The presence of pool halls, saloons, livery stables, wagon shops, banks, hotels,
and restaurants attests to Orange’s status as a commercial and transportation center with frequent
traveling guests.
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In 1908 a fire raged through the eastern part of downtown and devastated almost all buildings in the
area. After five hours, the fire subsided when it reached the Sanford Building (next to the National
Bank, but demolished in 1954) near the corner of Madison Road and Main Street. Buildings
destroyed in the fire included Rickett’s Drugstore and the upstairs apartments, Gaines’s pool room
and soft drink saloon; Levy’s Busy Comner; the Waite & Chewning furniture store; the newly
constructed Baptist church on East Main Street; the Southen Railway telegraph tower and passenger
depot; the Thompson Building occupied by a contractor; the Perry Building occupied by a clothing
store; a grocer; and several apartments and houses.

Following the 1908 fire, some buildings were rebuilt as soon as possible. As mentioned above, the
Orange Baptist Church relocated to West Main Street. Levy’s Busy Corner, 114-118 East Main
Street, was probably the first building to be rebuilt. Located at the corner of Railroad Avenue and
East Main Street, this mercantile business was an important commercial anchor in the district. Levy’s
has been described by local historians as “Orange’s premiere emporium.”® The building contains three
separate storefronts and has housed such businesses as the mercantile business, a furniture store, and
a Sanitary grocery in a later addition to the rear of the building.

The Gaines Building, located along Railroad Avenue behind Levy’s Busy Corner, was the origination
site of the 1908 fire, which began in one of the upstairs apartments. After the fire, the Gaines
Building was rebuilt with three storefronts facing onto the railroad tracks. When rebuilt, the
structure housed the Grasty Bros. Sash, Door & Blind Factory and George Gaines’s Saloon. Later,
a soft drink emporium and a pool room were located there.

The train station, 122 East Main Street, was another structure that was constructed soon after the
fire. Now known as the Southern Railway Depot, the one-story structure is clad in light brown brick
with brick corner quoins and segmental and jack arches over windows and doors. The large gable
roof is pierced by dormers and is covered with pressed metal. A shed overhang roof supported by
chamfered brackets covers the waiting piatform. Classical details such as Palladian windows were
also used in the design. In 1965, a derailed train destroyed the projecting ticket window on the
western side of the building. No longer used as a passenger or freight station, the building has been
restored in the past year for use as a community center.

The Rohr Building (125/127 E. Main Street), the Matthews (formerly Willis) Building (129 E. Main
Street), and the Waugh Fumniture Building (130/132 E. Main Street) were also rebuilt after the fire.
These buildings are typical examples of the brick commercial structures that appeared along Orange’s
Main Street in the early twentieth century. The buildings can be described generally as two-story
brick structures with symmetrically placed windows, flat roofs with parapet walls, and storefronts
located on the first floor. The facades of these buildings were often enhanced with cast iron or
pressed metal comices with modillion blocks or dentils and decorative brickwork. Alterations to these
buildings include replacement of original windows, removal of decorative cornices, and alterations
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to the storeffonts. The buildings have been used in a variety of ways, housing such enterprises as a
movie theater, a grocer, a drugstore, furniture stores, restaurants, and a hair salon and spa.

In the early twentieth century, the buildings on Church Street that now house Satchell Funeral Home
and Walker Barber Shop were known as the Orange Creamery. The creamery complex manufactured
ice cream.

By 1915, the population in the town of Orange had climbed to 1200 and from the number of buildings
depicted on the 1915 Sanborn maps, it appears that the town had completely recovered from the 1908
fire. In 1910, the Presbyterian church moved to its present location at the corner of West Main Street
and Caroline Street. New buildings and businesses were located in the lots along East Main Street
that appeared as empty lots in 1909. An office and the Wilbur movie theater were located in the Rohr
Building and a grocer, hardware store, dry goods store, and a dwelling occupied by Dr. McMurran
filled out the rest of the block. Except for the dwelling, which was removed in 1916 for construction
of the Gill Hardware store building, all of these buildings still stand on East Main Street. The
Hankins House, focated at 138 East Main Street, was quickly rebuilt afier the fire and is one of the
few remaining residential structures in the district. Presently, the house is used as an optometrist’s
office. The 1915 map also shows a large brick warehouse building marked “building materials”
behind these stores and fronting onto May Fray Avenue. This warehouse (112 May Fray Ave.) was
buiit in 1910 for Larkin Willis who used it as storage for his hardware and implements store. The
building currently houses the Art Center in Orange. The adjacent building (118 May Fray Ave.)
initially was used for lumber storage but was converted for use as a wholesale grocery and today
serves as a framing shop.

The 1915 Sanborn map also shows that Waugh’s Furniture Store had expanded and buiit another
building adjacent to its earlier East Main Street structure. Grymes Drugstore, an old Orange
business, was located on East Main Street in the Perry Building at that time. Today, Grymes is
located on West Main Street in the former General Dollar Store. A 5&10 store was noted as
occupying the Fry Building at 209 West Main Street. Rickett’s Drugstore and a gentleman'’s clothing
store are located at the northeast corner of Main Street and Madison Road. The Perry Building, the
Fry Building, and the Rickett’s Building were demolished in the late 1960s and replaced by Perry
Piaza. Rudisill’s general store and the American Bank, located at 230 and 231 West Main Street, and
shown on the 1909 and 1915 maps, were destroyed by the widening of Madison Road in the 1970s.
A former state Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) store, located at 104 West Main Street and the
Jaffe Art Gallery at 108 West Main Street, now occupy the site of the Hotel Coleman, which was
demolished in the 1950s. The ABC store was recently remodeled into offices altering its Moderne-
style appearance.

The Sanborm maps indicate that new businesses located in the town between 1909 and 19135 including
a printing business, a music and jewelry store, and new hardware stores. New businesses located




























































