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The complex of buildings comprising For t 'Ph i l i p  Long i s  on a h i l l  over- 
loolting broad bottom land on the ca s t  s i d e  of the Shenandoah River. This 
sect ion of Page County, s t re tch ing  between the Massanutten Range and the 
r i v e r ,  takes i ts  name from these mountains. A three-bay random rubble 
limestone house s i t s  on the slope of the  h i l l  giving the one-and-a-half-stor] 
s t ruc ture  a f u l l  English basement room on the west end. The building has a 
gable roof with two shed dormers on the south slope. A massive ex te r ior  
asymmetrical stone chimney r i s e s  on the e a s t  end; the western chimney is 
inter ior .  About one hundred yards south of t h i s  s t ruc tu re  a modern frame 
outbuilding stands over the f o r t .  Original ly  the f o r t  lay in  so l i tude  
en t i r e ly  underground, but erosion through time has now exposed pa r t s  of 
it  and the outbuilding has been constructed. The random rubble limestone 
walls of the  t a l l  bar re l  vau l t  forming the f o r t  a r e  pierced by loopholes. 
These loopholes, large i n  height and breadth on the i n t e r i o r ,  giving a 
defender ample room t o  handle a f irearm, narrow t o  more inconspicuous s l o t s  
on the ex te r ior .  Presently the  f o r t  may be entered through a modern door, 
although o r ig ina l ly  the entrance i s  believed t o  have been a s ec re t  trapdoor 
in  the ea s t  end, which was fur ther  defended by being closed by a l a rge  
boulder. The f o r t  may a l s o  be entered by means of a tunnel, sunk in to  the 
limestone, running from the basement of the stone house, across a well  and 
in to  the vaul t .  Thoughtto have been b u i l t  during or  soon a f t e r  the French 
and Indian War as  a defense against  the  Indians,  the f o r t ,  concehled from 
h o s t i l e  eyes with s ec re t  entrances,  was believed t o  be secure. 

Dominating the grounds today i s  the  la rge  brick three-bay square house 
b u i l t  i n  1856. The walls a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with header over-lappiw 
header in  the  f ron t ,  and common bond on the s ides  and back. There a r e  two 
p a r t i a l l y  exterior-end chimneys with corbel led caps on e i the r  end. A s ing le  
bay porch s h e l t e r s  the f r o n t  door and s ide l igh ts .  A t  the rear  a modern 
one-story br ick  s t ruc tu re  has been added. The most s t r i k ing  fca ture  of the 
i n t e r io r  is the l iv ing  room, painted by an i t i i l e ran t  I t a l i a n  painter  in  
l i g h t s  and shadows t o  resemble panelled walls with molding. The ce i l i ng  
has received s imi la r  treatment. A carved marble mantel, imported from 
I t a l y  completes the elegant appearance of the  room. Doors and windows i n  
the house a r e  bordered by s)rmmetrically molded t r i m  with corner blocks. An 
open s t r i n g  s t a i r  with brackets ascends i n  the  ha i l .  

Behind the br ick house i s  a stone s lave  quar ter  which has a gable roof 
with an overhanging, s l i g h t l y  f l a r ed  eave and a cen t r a l  stone chimney. 
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FortLong is a significant example of the fortifications undertaken 
by the families in the Massanutten country of Page County in the later 
half of the eighteenth century. Although it is unusual in that the fort 
is so far removed from the dwelling house, for the majority of the forts 
are under the hokes, the vaulted structure itself shares definitive 
features, such as vaulting, material and loopholes with the the other forts 
in the county. Fort Long is unique in having a long tunnel connecting 
the house, well and fort, and therefore providing a safe means of ingress, 
as well as having a sheltered water supply in case of siege. 

The Massanutten area was settled in the late 1720's and early 1730's 
by Gcrmans whocame down the valley from Pennsylvania. The settlers had 
lived in relative peace with the Indians until the French and Indian War. 
After that time, the Indians began to menace ihe valley, causing severe 
depredations to life and property. This culminated in the massacre of the 
entire Stone family in 1758 and of seven member of the iiinoodes family 
in 1764. A letter written to fellow members of the Mennonite sect in 
Holland in September 1758 illiminates the threat. 

One family was murdered and the remaining of us and many 
other families were obliged to flee for our lives, leaving 
our all and go empty handed. ~3incqlast May the Indians 
have murdered over fifty persons and more than two hundred 
families were driven away and made homeless. 

It is believed that the vaulted stone forts were built'for defense against 
the Indians during and shortly after this time. 

Philip Long,German immigrant, settled in the Massanutten country on 
this tract in 1733. It is probable that his son, Paul, or his grandson, 
Philip, built the fort after the Indian threat became severe. The fort 
and the surrounding buildings remained in the Long family until 1879, when 
the property was purchased by C.D.Price, Sr., whose descendants still live 
there. 

Fort Philip Long represents a significant group of structures de- 
veloped to meet the Indian attacks which seriously threatened continued 
settlement in the area. It should be also noted that in the Fort Long 
complex the brick house, built in 1856 by Isaac Long for his son, Isaac, 
Jr., has a striking and unusual painted interior of the living room. 
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