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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Massanutton Heights is situated on a knoll west of Luray, near the Shenandoah River, in
Page County. The large, two-story, four-bay house is built of brick laid in Flemish bond,
with two exterior end chimmneys and one interior chimney. The south exterior chimney has
a rebuilt stack, but its base retains early red-painted brickwork with white-lined
joints. The body of the house has been painted white, and the north chimney red. A four-
course, molded~brick cornice embellishes the eaves of the gable roof. To the rear is a
large, two-story frame addition constructed in 1924 when the building was used as a.
boarding house. The one-story porch which shelters the fromt and north gable end of the
main house also dates from 1924. '

Massanutton Heights has a three-room, single-pile plan with closed winder stairs in the
southwest corners of the two end rooms., There is a cellar under the neorthermmost two
rooms, which is entered from a stairway in the northeast corner of the south room.

The north bedroom is the plainest of the three ground-floor rooms. A chair rail and a
peghoard at picture rail height encircle the room. The fireplace has a delicate Federal
mantel with fluted pilasters, sunburst elliptical paterae in the entablature blocks, and

a reeded band beneath the molded shelf. As in the other two rooms on the ground floor,

the fireplace retains an early cast-iron Franklin stove which may be original to the house.

The south room has a very plain mantel with two horizontal recessed panels in the frieze
and a band of molding above and below; that above the frieze being embellished with
diagonal reeding. A pedestal-type chair rail is carried around the room, In the corner
formed by the north wall and the cellar stairs is a two-level cupboard with large, flat-
panel double doors. All of the woodwork is grained to resemble tiger maple. The graining
is probably an original feature,

The central parlor is the largest and most elaborate room in the house. A plain pedestal-
type chair rail is carried around the walls. The mantel consists of pairs of engaged,
spindle~turned '"colonettes'" which support an entablature consisting of a broad frieze sur-
mounted by a deep cavetto molding and a projecting shelf broken over the tops of the en-
tablature blocks, which, with the central tablet, are carved with elliptical paterae. .

The whole of the entablature is enriched with a profusion of vertical, diagonal and hori-
zontal reeding, To the left of the mantel is a handsome wall cupboard, supported on the
chair rail. This has a four-panel, flat-panel door flanked by fluted pilasters, with under-
stated caps, and a full, plain entablature. The most notable feature of the room is its
early decorative wall painting. Below the chair rail are painted on the plaster, in brown
and tan, quadrant panels in imitation of wainscoting, A border of flowers and vines on

a yellow field follows the top of the chair rail and the perimeters of the doorways, win-
dow openings, and cupboard., Finally, red swag draperies with gold fringe and pairs of
tassels are carried around the walls at the ceiling line. The painting is in excellent
condition and has apparently rot been retouched. Distributed threoughout this room are
many family items relating to the history of the house, including pictures of a2ll of the
~owners and an early nineteenth-century mirror clock which has reportedly been in place
‘since the construction of the building.

Among the many outbuildings still existing at Massanutton Heights are a frame aund stone
wash house/woodshed which was altered in the present century; an early nineteenth-century
two~story, three-bay frame tenant house with a rock-and-brick exterior end chimmney; a
twentieth-century forebay bank barn, unusual for its gambrel roof and late date; and an
early frame wagon shed which bhas been altered and enlarged.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Massanutton Heights is an essentially undisturbed example of a prosperous early nine-
teenth-century Shenandoah Valley farmstead. The interior of the house is noted for its
painted wall decorations which are a rare surviving example of popular .art of the period.
The decorations, combined with the house's bold provincial woodwork, the numercus family
artifacts, and fine group of farm buildings, provide a vivid picture of the material

. culture of the German-American settlers in the Valley. The farm is still owned by the
family which established it, '

The house, which overlooks Massanutton Old Fields, one of the earliest settled areas of
Page County, was probably built by John R. Burner and his wife Elizabeth Strickler around
1820, 1In 1831, Burner was granted a tavern license and presumably conducted his business
there, From the builder, the farm passed to his son, John A. Burner (b. 1824) and then

to James K. Burmer (1873-1955). From the 1920s until the 1940s, the Burners took boarders |

at Massanutton Heights, and a large frame ell was added in 1924 to accommodate them. The
present owners are Mr. and Mrs, Roy C. Burner; Mr. Burner is a great-grandson of the
builder.

The painted decorations in the first-floor parlor were probably executed scon after the
house was built and are an attempt to imitate the border papers common in fine Federal
houses of the early nineteenth century. The reds, greens, and yellows of the swags and
flowers were the most popular colors among provincial decorators of the era, and they
retain their original vivid hues. No painter's name has been connected with the decora-
tions, although it is conceivable that the painter may have been local or even a relative
of the owners. At least one relative, Johannes Spitler (1774-1837), was known for his
artistic talents, as a number of pieces of painted furniture (some formerly located at
Massanutton Heights) attest. '
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The acreage comprising the Massanutton Heights property is bounded by a line beginning
at a point on north side of U.S. Route 211 approximately .6 mile west southwest of inter-
section of U. S. Route 211 and State Route 615; thence extending 4500 feet westward in
a straight line; then extending 1700 feet south in a straight line; then 400 feet slightly
west northwestward; thence extending 1200 feet scuthward in a straight line, then 500 feet
slightly east southeastward; then approximately 200 feet southward; then following U. S.
Route 211 to point of origin, The 144 acres being nominated compose an essential setting
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