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1. Name of Property 

historic name Skvline Drive Historic District Boundan, Increase) 

other nameslsite number N/A 

2. Location 

street & number Shenandoah National Park: Skvland. Lewis Mountain. and Big Meadows 
-not for publication - 
city or town Lurav vicinity 
state Virginia county Greene code 079 

Madison - 113 
Page - 139 

zip code 22835 

3 .  StateFederal Agency Certification 

As thygnatedauthor i ty  under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this - normnabon - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places ets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant - nationally -statewide - locally. ( - See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

-\ <-:-. ~. . , 
~ -. - P'%- s:. , - .-___ _, .. L/ / /' -7 

Signature of ce6ifying official Date, -' 

Vt A ,  1 7 c , ~ e ' i -  a + W I S ~ O L  l ' ? ~ ~ ~ w c .  I 
State ohfederal ag&ncy dnd bureau 
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Verbal Boundary Description : Please see accompanying map. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary increase to the Skyline Drive Historic District includes three areas located adjacent to, or 
near, Skyline Drive within Shenandoah National Park: Skyland, Lewis Mountain, and Big 
MeadowslRapidan Road. The boundary increase includes the buildings, structures, and landscape 
features that have historically been part of all of these areas and that maintain historic integrity. Skyland 
and Lewis Mountain were added to include historic developed areas of the park not previously covered in 
the National Register documentation (1997) for the district or subsequent boundary increase (1997). 
Skyland includes buildings and lar~cape features pre-dating the construction of Skyline Drive as well its 
those created during the initial construction of Shenandoah National Park, one of the first national parks 
in the east. The facilities at Lewis Mountain were developed early in the park's history to accommodate 
African American visitors in segregated Virginia. Many of the facilities in both areas were constructed 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps, a New Deal program to create jobs during the Depression. The Big 
MeadowslRapidan Road site was added to complete the areas historically associated with Big Meadows 
and Camp Hoover but previously omitted from National Register documentation. This includes the open 
meadow (to the tree line) south of Skyline Drive at Big Meadows and Rapidan Road from Skyline Drive 
to Camp Hoover. 



In my opinion, the property m e e t s  - does not meet the National Register criteria. ( - See continuation sheet 
for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

e n t e r e d  in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

d e t e r m i n e d  eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
__ removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

5. Classification 
----=======---_-_-_ 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
- private 
- public-local 
- public-State 

X public-Federal - 
Categoly of Property (Check only one box) 

- building(s) 
X district - 
- site 

- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
34 - - 28 buildings 
14 - 6 - sites 
1 - 7 - structures 
26 - - 11 objects 

75 - - 52 Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 259 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of amultiple property listing.) N/A 



-----------------------------I_________-------- 

6 .  
Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Recreation & Culture Sub: Outdoor Recreation 

Domestic Hotel & Sinele Dwelling 
Commerce Restaurant 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Recreation & Culture Sub: Outdoor Recreation 

Domestic Hotel & Single Dwelling 
Commerce Restaurant 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
Other: National Park Service Rustic Architecture 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation See Continuation Sheets 

walls 
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant - 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in - 
our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or - 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 



Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
- B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property, 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Politics/Government 
Architecture 

- Landscave Architecture 

Period of Significance 1890-1952 

Significant Dates See Section 8 for numerous significant dates associated with Skvland. Lewis Mountain. and Big 
Meadows. 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
President Herbert Hoover 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

ArchitecttBuilder Marcellus Wrieht. Jr. 
Victor Mndeleff 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 



- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 

X Other - 
Name of repository: Shenandoah National Park Archives 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property avvroximatelv 450 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 -- 3 - -  
2 -- 4 -- 

X See continuation sheet/USGS Maps. - 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Judith Robinson. Stevhanie Foell. Tim Kerr. Architectural Historians: Reed Engle. Cultural Resource 
Specialist. Shenandoah National Park 

organization Robinson & Associates. Inc. 
date November 4.2002 

street & number1909 Q Street NW. Third Floor telephone 2021234.2333 

city or town Washington state zip code 20009 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property 



Additional items (Check with the S I B 0  or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name 

street & number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for a~vlications to the National Register of - s. - 
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend 
existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as &ended (16 U.S.C. 470 ei seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response 
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. 
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and 
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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NPS Form 10-900-b 
(March 1992) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Multiple Property Documentation Form 

This form is used for documenting multiple property groups relating to one or several historic contexts. See 
instructions in How to Complete the Multiple Property Documentation Form (National Register Bulletin 16B). 
Complete each item by entering the requested information. For additional space, use continuation sheets (Form 
10-900-a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer to complete all items. 

N e w  Submission Amended Submission 

A. Name of Multiple Property Listing 

B. Associated Historic Contexts 

(Name each associated historic context, identifying theme, geographical area, and chronological period for each.) 

C. Form Prepared by 

street & number telephone 

city or town state zip code 

D. Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this documentation form meets the National Register documentation standards and sets forth requirements for the 
listing of related properties consistent with the National Register criteria. This submission meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60 and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for 
Archeology and Historic Preservation. (- See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature and title of certifying official Date 

State or Fedecal agency and bureau 



I hereby certify that this multiple property documentation form has been approved by the National Register as a basis 
for evaluating related properties for listing in the National Register. 

Signature of the Keeper Date 

Table of Contents for Written Narrative 

Provide the following information on continuation sheets. Cite the letter and the title before each section of the 
narrative. Assign page numbers according to the instructions for continuation sheets in How to Complete the Multiple 
Property Documentation Form (National Register Bulletin 16B). Fill in page numbers for each section in the space 
below. 

Page Numbers 
E. Statement of fistoric Contexts (If more 
than one historic context is documented, 
present them in sequential order.) 

F. Associated Property Types (Provide 
description, significance, and registration 
requirements.) 

G. Geographical Data 

H. Summary of Identification and Evaluation 
Methods (Discuss the methods used in developing 
the multiple property listing.) 

I. Major Bibliographical References (List major 
written works and primary location of additional 
documentation: State Historic Preservation Office, 
other State agency, Federal agency, local government, 
university, or other, specifying repository.) 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of 
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend 
existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 120 hours per response 
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form, 
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and 
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Section Page - 
Name of Multiple Property Listing 

General introductioni 

I This description deals in detail only with the built structures and landscape features of the 
Skyland, Lewis Mountain, and Big Meadows areas. For more information on historical 
resources in Shenandoah National Park, please see the National Register nomination for the 
Skyline Drive Historic District (1997), the district's boundary increase amendment (1997), and 
"Shenandoah National Park Historic Resources Study," prepared by Robinson & Associates, 
Lnc., in association with EDAW, for the National Park Service (May 1997). 
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Three distinct areas of Shenandoah National Park comprise this boundary increase to the Skyline 
Drive Historic District. Skyland, an early mountain resort that was altered to accommodate its 
use as a facility for park visitors, retains built features from each of its periods of development- 
including a significant collection of rustic architecture reflecting the vernacular buildng 
traditions of early Blue Ridge Mountain residents. Lewis Mountain, developed as a segregated 
recreation and campground facility for African Americans in the latter years of the Depression, 
contains modest rustic cabins and a camp store, which had been built as the facility's lodge. Big 
Meadows, a historically open meadow, is the largest open space within the boundaries of 
Shenandoah National Park and is the site of an original Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
Camp. Directly adjacent to Big Meadows is Rapidan Road, constructed to provide access to 
Camp Rapidan, President and Mrs. Herbert Hoover's White House retreat. 

Shenandoah National Park lies in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, which divides the 
state's Piedmont region &om the Shenandoah Valley. The boundaries of the park are within the 
Chesapeake Bay water- and airsheds. The area's economy depends on tourism and the 
production of pou~try.~ The park possesses a mature second-growth upland forest ecosystem, 
dominated by oak and hickory trees, and black bear and deer inhabit the nearby forest. Three 
main types of rock can be found in the area: billion- ear-old gneiss and granite, 570 million- 
year-old volcanic basalt, and 530 million-year-old sandstone and quartzite. 3 

Skyland 

Introduction 

The Skyland National Register boundary increase is located within Shenandoah National Park in 

2 National Park Service, "Cultural Landscapes Inventoly 2001: Lewis Mountain, Shenandoah 
National Park," 1 :2-5. 
3"~ultural Landscapes Inventory: Lewis Mountain," 3:1, 3:6. 
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Page County on and adjacent to a small plateau with a mean elevation of 3,560 feet. Located 
just west of Stony Man Peak, Skyland consists of two level ridges and provides spectacular 
views of the Shenandoah Valley, Hawksbill Valley, Kettle Canyon, Bushy Top, and Massanutten 
Mountain to the west and southwest. 

Located at Milepost 41.7, west of Skyline Drive, Skyland was originally established as a 
nineteenth-century mountain resort, and now serves as a recreational, lodging, and service 
facility for park visitors. The earliest rustic cabins, dormitories, and stables from the resort era 
was augmented by additional small cabins from the Park Service era moved from Dickey Ridge 
in 1952. Later buildings include multiple motel-style lodgings, a dining hall, and registration 
office. These later buildings attempt to respect the architectural character of the earlier buildings 
by using similar materials and siting the buildings within the historically developed areas. 

Various clusters of buildings are present within Skyland. Located on the upper ridge, the dining 
hall and lodgings comprise the main modem public areas. The lower area features older cabins 
clustered to the north and east and new lodging units along the ridge. The dormitories are 
located to the east in a wooded area Service and support buildings are found to the southwest of 
Skyland's central development. 

While the surrounding area consists of native deciduous and coniferous vegetation, Skyland is 
landscaped with native and exotic cover that was planted by early Skyland visitors and residents 
during the last quarter of the nineteenth centuty and the early decades of the twentieth century. 
Other portions of the district were previously open spaces that have since been overtaken by 
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pioneer species. There are eight known archeological sites within the district. 

The Architecture of ~ k ~ l a n d  

The architecture of Skyland consists of buildings from three distinct periods: initial development 
as a rustic resort (1887-1930); early public ownership (1930-1939); and National Park Service 
development (1939-present). 

Buildines Datine from Skvland's Develo~ment as a Rustic Resort 

Buildings dating from the earliest development at Skyland share similar characteristics, due in 
large part to developer George Freeman Pollock's stipulations on the architectural appearance of 
the cabins. Although most of these original cabins have been slightly altered-most apparently 
on the interiors-to accommodate multi-family uses, they are distinct from the later phases of 
development in the area. 

%uch of the information on construction dates and alterations to the Skyland buildings is taken 
from the substantial draft National Register nomination for Skyland completed by Reed Engle, 
Cultural Resource Specialist, Shenandoah National Park, in 1993. Other information is taken 
from Park Building Survey records, Building Files, Series XI, Boxes 1,2, and 11, Shenandoah 
National Park Archives, Shenandoah National Park, andKCultural Landscapes Inventoly 2001: 
Skyland, Shenandoah National Park." 
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All of the original cabins had open porches, reflecting the fact that the social life at Skyland was 
oriented toward outdoor activities and socialization with other visitors. Small casement 
windows were consistently used, and may have resulted from limitations of Pollock's mill (and 
later, other local mills), which guests were required to use for building supplies. If more light 
was desired, these casement windows were grouped together. Both roofing and siding were 
natural, unfinished materials derived from local vernacular traditions. Chestnut logs and bark, 
and sawn or hand-split shingles were ubiquitous. All residences built after 1890 had stone 
chimneys, which often took the form of a buttress or formed an exterior wall, and open fireplaces 
were found in all cabins. Massing was generally irregular and roof shapes were complex, with 
multiple shapes and pitches found on single cabins. Nine cabins from this early period are 
extant; collectively they form a picturesque grouping of early rustic resort architecture whose 
style was derived from local vernacular cabins. (For the individual histories of each cabin, see 
Section 8, "Pollock Rebuilds Stony Man After the   ire.")' 

Fell (Kettle) Cabin (ca. 1902, 191 1) 

Large by Skyland standards, Fell Cabin measures approximately 30' x 35', and has been enlarged 
since its original construction. The main rectangular portion of the building has two cross-gable 
additions--one on the northeast comer of the building, the other on the southwest comer. The 
original porch has been enclosed and the space now features a hay window. These alterations 
result in a complex collection of roof shapes: gables, cross-gables, and shed roofs. Casement 
windows are found throughout the building, hung singly and in pairs. The cabin is clad in 
stained wood clapboards, and wood shingles cover the roof. The original rough-laid, fieldstone 
chimney is present. 

5 Much of the renovation work on the original Skyland cabins was performed by the CCC. 
Interior alterations to accommodate lodging for multiple families was particularly common, 
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Fell Cabin retains its original irregularity of plan and massing, and the changes that have been 
made display its evolution from a single-family cabin to multi-unit lodging, which occurred 
within the period of significance. 

Byrd's Nest Cabin (1906) 

Perhaps more than any other cabin from the Pollock era, Byrd's Nest is the best-preserved 
example of the resort architecture from the early period of Skyland. Most notably, the cabin was 
sheathed in slabs of bark until 1999, and is now covered in wood shakes. The roof is covered 
with wood shingles. The original north-facing, full-facade, shed-roof porch features rough-hewn 
poles arranged in rustic patterns. 

The cabin is a side-gable form, with two southern shed-roof additions: one contains a bathroom 
added by the Byrds ca. 1912 and the other, which contains a kitchen addition, was added by the 
National Park Service in 1939. Like other cabins from this era, it features six-light casement 
windows. The original fieldstone chimney is topped with a chimney pot. 

Trout Cabin (1909) 

Trout Cabin was constructed on what was originally one of Skyland's largest lots. Large like 
Fell Cabin, Trout measures 26' x 34', with porches that almost double its footprint. Like many of 
the early Skyland cabins, Trout is asymmetrical in plan, with an offset gable-roof porch 
extension superimposed on the front gable of the building. A hexagonal addition extends off of 
the west elevation. A second porch, this one on the north elevation, forms a shed-roof addition 
to the gable-roof form of the main portion of the building. 

Windows on Trout Cabin are six- and eight-light casements. Sheathed in rough slab siding, the 
cabin features rough-hewn logs as porch supports and balusters. Wood shingles cover the roof. 
Concrete masonly units form the foundation and support piers of the building, replacing original 
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thick logs and/or stones. Noticeably absent from Trout Cabin is its original stone fireplace and 
chimney, which were removed in the 193Os, when the single-family cabin was transformed into 
four separate lodging units. 

Peak View Cabin (1910) 

Essentially rectangular in plan, Peak View Cabin consists of a rectangular core with a shed-roof 
addition and two shed-roof porches, one of which was oriented to provide a northern view of 
Judd Gardens. Clad in both rough-sawn slab siding and more finished straight-sawn siding, the 
cabin now sits atop stuccoed concrete masonry units, which replace the original wood pilings. 
Although less complex in plan than other cabins of the same era, Peak View displays a side- 
gable plan with shed-roof extensions-a porch and covered entrance on the south elevation as 
well as a gable-roof addition on the west. 

Windows on Peak View Cabin are double-hung sash, both two-over-two and four-over-four 
configurations, differing from the casement windows most commonly found on the early cabins. 
Like other cabins, the porch is accented by rough-hewn, log balusters and railings. The roof is 
covered in wood shingles, with a single row extending past the ridge line. 

Massanutten Lodge (191 1)6 

The most impressive and imposing of d l  of the cabins from the Pollock era, Massanutten Lodge 
was built by Addie Nairn Hunter, who would become Pollock's wife. Designed by the noted 
Washington, D.C., architect Victor Mindeleff and constructed in 191 1, Massanutten is sited on a 
high, steeply sloping ridge overlooking the Shenandoah Valley. Blending a variety of building 
materials and forms, the result is an excellent example of rustic architecture. 

6 Due to inaccuracies, National Park Service staff requested that the Historic Structures Report 
for Massanutten Lodge not be used as a resource in completing this National Register 
Nomination. 
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The lodge has an L-shaped footprint, and is essentially one stoly, although when viewed from 
the west, there are two levels due to the steep grade of the site. The east elevation faces the 
upper camp road; the building is sited approximately eight feet below the road's grade. 
Constructed of stone masonry with deeply incised pointing, portions of the lodge are stuccoed 
with half timbering or sheathed in large bark shingles. Integral fieldstone chimneys are found on 
the east facade. 

The original entrance to Massanutten was on the east elevation, which featured a porch that 
wrapped around to encompass a portion of the south facade. This entrance was enclosed by 
1935 and converted into a kitchen in the 193Os, with the remaining portion of the porch retained. 
A side entrance on the north elevation sewed as the main entrance. However, the kitchen was 

removed and the original entrance configuration was restored in 2001. 

However, the most impressive elevation is the west facade, which is dominated by massive 
fieldstone piers supporting a projecting balcony. Also supported by rough-hewn logs, the 
balcony's railing members are rough-hewn and arranged in a rustic pattern. 

The roof, which is a collection of hipped and gable shapes, is covered with non-toxic replications 
of the original red, diamond-patterned, asbestos-tile shingles. 

The original interior finishes of Massanutten Lodge have been restored and consist primarily of 
exposed, stained wood and plaster walls. The living room, hall, and bedroom feature varnished 
oak and pine, tongue-and-grooved flooring, and exposed rafter ceilings, and an inglenook 
fireplace is present in the living room. 

Much of Addie Nairn Hunter Pollock's garden was destroyed when the upper camp road was 
widened and the road to Fell Cabin was constructed. However, some remnant exotics remain 
and the garden walls were restored in 2001 when the road was narrowed to aqproximate its 
original width. Fieldstone retaining walls surrounding portions of Massanutten Lodge are 






































































































































































































