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This boundary addition to the Skyline Drive Historic District brings into the existing district 
approximately 180 acres of land, and approximately 147 resources located in five developed areas 
of Shenandoah National Park'  Most of the areas of the park included in this nomination were 
designed and constructed as part of National Park Service Master Plans dating from the mid- to late 
1930s. They include recreational areas for visitors to the park (picnic grounds, campgrounds, 
lodgeslcabin areas, waysides) and utility, residential, and administrative areas for park personnel. 
Most buildings contributing to the expanded district were constructed in the mid-1930s to the early- 
1940s and were designed in the Rustic style.2 

s 

The Skyline Drive Historic District, which this nomination expands, embraces the 105.5-mile-long 
Skyline Drive that roughly bisects the park, and a 125-foot strip on either side of the Drive. The 
area included in the original nomination contains 254 resources, a majority of which are structures. 
The present nomination will expand the boundaries of the Skyline Drive Historic District to add four 
areas adjacent to the Drive to the district: Piney River, Simmons Gap, Big Meadows, and Dickey 
Ridge. This nomination also includes the Park Headquarters area, which although not adjacent to 
the Drive is integral to the park and thematically ties the four separate areas, and the Drive, 
together.' -. 

I Thirty-nine resources included within this nomination have already been determined to be eligible 
for the National Register. 

'The period of significance, 1931 to 1952 embraces all buildings up to. and including, the 
immediate post-war period. At Shenandoah, like many other parks, there was a major period of 
construction during the Depression years. Thereafter, there was minor (but architecturally compatible) 
work done during the war (mostly by CPS workers) and minor work done in the years immediately 
following the war. Thereafter, there followed a long period, up to the 1960s when practically nothing was 
constructed in the park. Buildings that were a product of the Mission 66 initiative (see below) have been 
determined not to be eligible for the National Register. 

'As discussed below, the area authorized by Congress for the park is larger than that owned by 
the National Park Service and currently within the actual park boundaries. Although the area between the 
Headquarters area and the rest of the park is outside the park boundaries it within the legislatively 
authorized boundaries. See Section 10 of this nomination for additional information as to why a 
discontiguous district is appropriate in this case. 
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General Descri~tion of Shenandoah National Park 

Shenandoah National Park consists of a 70-mile-long, irregularly shaped strip of land that follows 
the ridgeline of the Blue Ridge Mountains between the towns of Front Royal, Virginia (to the 
north), and Waynesboro, Virginia (to the south). The Blue Ridge Mountains form the division 
between the Piedmont region of Virginia to the east and the Shenandoah Valley region to the west. 
The park contains approximately 60 peaks higher than 3,000 feet. The 194,600 acres that today 
make up the park pass through Albemarle, Augusta, Greene, Madison, Page, Rappahannock, 
Rockingham, and Warren Counties. Most of the land is forest, with some 80,000 acres designated 
as wilderness. . 
The developed portions of the park are centered on, and accessed by, the 105.5-mile Skyline Drive. 
They include campgrounds, picnic facilities, visitor centers, other tourist-related facilities 
(lodgeslmotels, restaurants, stores, gas stations, etc.), and facilities related to park operations (offices, 
residences, utility buildings, etc.). These facilities date from 1932 to the present. Although when 
the park was established there were hundreds of extant buildings (mostly cabins and barns), today 
there are approximately 20 buildings that pre-date 1932. These include a few residences and 
associated outbuildings, a barn, tourist cabins at Skyland, and a mission building. Most of the 
Skyline Drive, which bisects the at the ridge of the mountains. predates the establishment of 
the park by a few years. Since its inception, the Drive has been one of the most popular scenic 
drives in the country. It is known for its panoramic views of the mountains and the adjacent 
Piedmont and Valley areas.' 

DESCRIPTION OF THE BOUNDARY ADDITION AREA 

The area to be added to the historic district consists of five concentrations of built resources that are 
adjacent to, or near, the Skyline Drive. Except for the Headquarters area (which is located in a 
lower area off a major road leading into the park), these areas are perched along the ridgeline of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. All of the boundary addition area is in the midst of oak-hickory type 
forest. Three of the areas (Headquarters, Dickey Ridge, Big Meadows) were designed and 
constructed between 1936 and 1939 as part of the original master planning for the park. The other 
two areas (Simmons Gap and Piney River) were part of improvements that predate the park and 
were later developed by the National Park Service as maintenance areas. 

'For more descriptive and historical information on Skyline Drive. see Lee Maddex et al. National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form for Skyline Drive Historic District (1996). 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) OMB Approval N o .  1024-0018 

United States Department o f  the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Skyline Drive Historic District (Boundary Increase), Page County, VA 

Section number 7 Page 3 

The boundary addition area includes buildings, sites, structures, and objects. Over 90 percent of the 
contributing resources in the nomination date from between the mid-1930s and the early 1940s. All 
were constructed either by the federal government (most by the National Park Service) or by the 
park concessionaire, Virginia Sky-Line, Inc. Resources constructed by Virginia Sky-Line were 
designed by Richmond architect Marcellus Wright, Jr. They vary from cabins and multi-unit 
"cottages," to a lodge, and road-side restaurants/coffee shops. Resources built by the National Park 
Service (often with Civilian Conservation Corps [CCC] labor and funding from other Depression-era 
programs) include sites (picnic grounds, a campground), buildings (maintenancelutility buildings, 
residential buildings for employees, and an administration building), structures (various roads), and 
objects (water fountains). The few contributing resources constructed outside the mid-1930s to early- 
1940s period include 19th-century and early 20th-century residences at the Headquarters area aria 
a mission at Simmons Gap. Most of the contributing resources are in the Rustic style. 

The boundaries of the addition to the National Register district as described in this nomination, 
include an  area 125 feet on either side of the pre-1950 roads in each of the five areas. (See Sketch 
Plans) For the Headquarters, Big Meadows, and Dickey Ridge areas this includes all roads shown 
on the 1930s-era master plans. For the Simmons Gap and Piney River areas this includes those 
roads leading to contributing resources. 

SUMMARY ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The contributing buildings included in the boundary addition area may be grouped into three 
categories: 1) a small group of vernacular pre-park resources; 2) buildings constructed by the federal 
government (either the National Park Service or the CCC); and 3) buildings, largely accommodations 
and restaurants, constructed by the park's concessionaire', Virginia Sky-Line. Inc. 

The pre-park resources date from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They include two 
residences with outbuildings located in the Headquarters area, and a mission building at Simmons 
Gap. These resources are vernacular structures typically found in the mountain areas of Virginia 
but are more particularly characteristic of the many resources that predated the park but were 
demolished within a few years of the park's opening. Materials used in the buildings include local 
stone (for walls and foundations) and milled lumber (for walls). Original roofing materials were 
generally standing-seam metal. 

Most of the contributing buildings included in the nomination were constructed by the federal 
government between 1934 and 1943, with all but a handful being constructed in four years (1937, 
1938, 1939, 1941). The earliest of these resources are a few offices. andlor utility buildings 
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constructed and used by the CCC. The majority of the buildings in this category, however, were 
constructed after the park came into existence in 1935. With the exception of the buildings 
constructed for use by the CCC, most of the buildings were designed by the National Park Service-- 
oftentimes following slightly modified standardized plans. These buildings are in the "rustic" style 
as interpreted by the NPS. The Rustic style aimed at a connection with natural surroundings 
through the use of native materials in proper scale, and the avoidance of severely straight lines and 
over-sophistication. Although the use of materials varied between areas, in general the buildings 
utilized local materials: predominantly wood (mostly log) and stone (sandstone, fieldstone etc.). 
Many of the buildings have the unusual concrete shingles that are distinctive to the park. Buildings 
were simple in design and generally stained or painted brown to blend with their surroundings. 

The third broad category of contributing buildings includes those constructed by the park's 
concessionaire. These too are largely in the Rustic style. All of the concessionaire's buildings 
constructed before World War I1 were designed by Richmond architect Marcellus Wright, Jr. 
Although certain of the buildings, such as cottages located at Big Meadows, are of log construction 
and are very similar to the National Park Service structures, others, such as the lodges at Big 
Meadow and Dickey Ridge, are quite different. Ingeneral, they are larger and more elaborate, with 
more sophisticated designs. The buildings feature a number of attached sections that are almost 
domestic in quality. These segnTe'nted designs allowed the buildings to Follow the form of the 
landscape. In terms of materials, in addition to wood and stone, Wright also often used glass blocks 
and concrete shingles. 

SUMMARY OF INTEGRITY ISSUES 

In general, the integrity of the boundaly addition area is high. The five areas included in the 
nomination remain largely intact, maintaining their appearance during the period of significance. 
With few exceptions, changes to the exterior of buildings, to the landscape, and to the overall site 
plan (e.g., the location of roads) are small. Although in some cases new development has been 
located near the historic areas (for instance, the new housing area at Big Meadows), these areas are 
sufficiently distant that they do not affect the historic resources. 

There are, however, a few areas where there has been new construction. As noted below, there have 
recently been major intrusions into the Headquarters maintenance area. One new building now 
dominates the setting and is significantly out-of-scale as compared with the surrounding buildings. 
Although on balance the area still maintains integrity, further intrusions could jeopardize the area's 
ability to convey its historic significance. Another area that has been altered adversely by new 
construction is the wayside area at Big Meadows. Here the wayside building has been significantly 
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altered, a new service station (1961) has been added and, most importantly, the large, modern, Byrd 
Visitor Center (1966) which now dominates the area, has been constructed. In other areas, 
intrusions have generally been of a similar scale and materials to the contributing resources. For 
instance, although there have been new multiple-unit accommodations built at the Big Meadows 
Lodge area, the scale, materials, and location of the units have minimized their effect on the historic 
district. 

HEADQUARTERS AREAs 

The Headquarters area is located three miles west of Thornton Gap (and Skyline Drive) and four 
miles east of Luray, Virginia, on U.S. 211. It is approximately one mile outside the west boundaj  
of the park. The various developed sections of the Headquarters area are largely open although 
surrounded by forest. The land is flat close to U.S. 211 but rises from U.S. 211 northward. The 
section of the Headquarters area embraced by this nomination includes approximately 24 acres. This 
constitutes only a portion of the 259.16-acre original parcel purchased for the administration area. 

There are four sub-sections of the Headquarters area included in this nomination, all of which are 
contributing elements to the historic district. They include the administration area (including the 
Headquarters building), the resiakntia~ area, the maintenance/subheadquarters area, and the 
Superintendent's residence area. A half-mile-long, curved, unnamed, access road (herein referred 
to as Headquarters Road) links the areas. This road, which leads north from Route 211, was part 
of the original master plan for the area and is a contributing feature to the historic district. On the 
east side of the road at its intersection with Route 211 is the administrative area. This area includes 
the Headquarters building, which fronts on Route 211, and two associated parking areas. Farther 
north, two side roads, both contributing elements to the historic district, branch off from either side 
of the Headquarters road. The side road to the east leads to the Superintendent's House and the 
associated ancillary buildings. The road on the west provides access to the residential area. The 
Headquarters Road terminates in a deadend at the maintenance area. 

5 Although nearly all built resources in the National Register boundary addition area have been 
specifically described below, some categories of small temporary noncontributing structures such as dog 
pens, hose houses, and pit privies (which date from after the period of significance) have not been 
individually mentioned. 
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Headquarters Administration Area 

The one contributing building within the administrative sub-area and one of the major contributing 
resources within the boundary addition, is the Administration Building (HQ-0101) (1940) 
(C~ntributing).~ The Administration Building, which is located approximately 175 feet to the north 
of U.S. Route 211, faces south and has a wide front lawn that extends to U.S. 211. The rear of the 
building is set into a small knoll. The building is a two-story stone structure with an attic and 
basement. It  has concrete foundations, and a slate roof. It consists of a traditional "I" house central 
section and several separate one-story gable-roofed sections on either side. The central section of 
the building is five bays wide with a one-story wood porch. To the west of this section is a two-bay- 
long, one-story gable-roofed section. To the east of the central section is a longer section that in 
turn is composed of a narrow one-bay "hyphen," a projecting one-bay-wide, cross-gable section, and 
a final three-bay-wide, gabled-roof section. A long (five-bay) wood addition to the building extends 
from the rear of the west side of the building.' Windows on the first floor of the building are six- 
over-nine, double-hung wood sash. Windows on the second story of the building are six-over-six. 
Flat arches are used above all of the window openings. 

The sandstone used in the building was locally quarried. It is rough-faced ashlar laid up in a random 
pattern. Interior bearing walls arzbrick and partition walls are concrete block. The central two- 
story section of the building has steel trusses and purlins. Flashing and gutters are of copper. The 
roof is of random-width slate shingles. 

Major spaces in the building (all on the first floor) include the lobby, the conference room, and the 
superintendent's office. The interior of the building is distinguished by the use of chestnut 
wainscoting and paneling in the lobby, conference room, and the superintendent's office. The 
chestnut used in the building came from local trees killed by the chestnut blight, cut and milled by 
CCC labor. Other wood work is yellow pine. Floors are of terrazzo (bathrooms), flagstone (porch). 

6 Where resources have previously been determined eligible or not eligible for the National Register 
by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources this fact is noted as "Determined Eligible" or "Not 
Eligible." Where resources have not previously received determinations of eligibility, "Contributing" or 
"Noncontributing" has been noted. Discussion of integrity issues has been included only for resources 
which have not already been determined eligible or not eligible. 

7 The addition was constructed soon after the building was completed and is located on a site set 
out for a separate building with the same use in the original master planning of the area. 
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and red oak (all other rooms). 

The building has received minor alterations but its integrity remains unimpaired. The rear addition 
was constructed immediately after the construction of the main portion of the building and is a 
contributing element of the building. 

Two parking areas are associated with the original design of the area and are contributing elements 
to the historic district. One, which is intended for public use, is located near an information kiosk 
directly off Route 211 slightly to the east of the Headquarters Road. The other parking area is 
located to the west of the addition wing of the Administration Building. (A parking area farther to 
the north is not part of the original plan and is not a contributing resource to the historic district:) 

Other historic landscape elements associated with this area that are contributing features to the 
district include the large grassy area to the south of the Administration Building. Historic 
photographs of the area taken in the 1940s show that the area has always been open. The 
photographs also show the area behind the Administration Building heading towards the 
Superintendent's office was largely open with only intermittent trees. 

Headauarters Residential Area ' ' 

The residential area is located on the west side of Headquarters Road, roughly halfway between the 
Administration Building and the end of the road. It consists of a kidney-shaped area surrounded 
by a loop road (a contributing resource to the historic district). Ten houses are located in alternating 
positions on either side of the road. Landscaping in the area consists of grassy lawns and a variety 
of small shrubs and both evergreen and deciduous trees.  a an^ houses have foundation plantings. 
The area behind the open area around the houses on the exterior of the loop is wooded. Historic 
photographs suggest that soon after its creation the area was largely open both within and outside 
the loop. Primary contributing buildings at the Headquarters residential sub-area include one pre- 
park residence and three early 1940s houses. 

The one pre-park resource is Residence (HQ-0217) (1916) (associated Garage HQ-0324 and 
Storage/Shed HQ-0421)(AII Determined Eligible). This is a two-story modified wood "I" house with 
both rear and front one-story projecting additions. The building has painted clapboard siding, stone 
foundations and a gable-end exterior chimney. The roof on the main part of the building and that 
on the addition are both standing-seam metal. The front facade features a covered porch that 
extends across half of the facade. Although the interior of the building has been altered, the exterior 
still retains much of its original appearance. This building was constructed outside of the district's 
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period of significance. However, the building is one of very few buildings that was not removed 
when the park was established. Thus it is significant as a tangible reminder of the effort to return 
the park to its condition before human occupation. The building has also been in continuous 
occuoation for National Park Service Functions since the establishment of the park. Because the 
building was present during the period of significance, relates to the documented significance of the 
district, and possesses historic integrity it should be considered a contributing resource to the historic 
district. 

The three early 1940s houses in the residential area include: Residence (HQ-0203) (1941) (and 
associated Garage HQ-0303) (Determined Eligible), Residence (now Oftices) (HQ-0204) (1941) (and 
associated Garage HQ-0310) (Determined Eligible), and Residence (HQ-0208) (1942) (ana 
associated Garage HQ-0308) (Determined Eligible). Designed by the same architect -- G.R. 
Baughan -- and constructed around the same time, these three houses all are side-gable structures 
with wood siding, slate roofs, and prominent sandstone chimneys. All have identical wood Frame 
garages with distinctive segmentaliy arched double doors and strap hinges. All three buildings also 
echo local building traditions. Two of the houses (HQ-0204 and 0203) were originally identical. 
They are small Colonial Revival, hall-and-parlor type structures8 with an attached, recessed side 
section and a rear screened porch. HQ-0208, influenced by local traditional cabin designs, is a 
rectangular structure with an integ?al front porch that runs along five bays of the six-bay wide house. 
These three buildings have received very little exterior alteration. 

Noncontributing resources at the Headquarters residential area include six ranch-style houses 
completed in the late 1950s and early 1960s. All have been evaluated by the NPS and VASHPO and 
found not eligible for the National Register. They include: Residence (HQ-0202) (1959) (Not 
Eligible), Residence (HQ-0205) (1959) (Not Eligible) ~es idence  (HQ-0207) (1959) (Not Eligible), 
Residence (HQ-0209) (1959) (Not Eligible), Residence (HQ-0225) (1960) (Not Eligible), Residence 
(HQ-0226) (1960) (Not Eligible). These buildings are slab-on-grade wood frame buildings with 
attached carports. They were constructed as part of the Mission 66 program. 

Headauarters Suaerintendent's Residence Area 

The Superintendent's Residence area is reached via a small road located on the east side of the 

The houses are similar in form to the "Cape Cod" cottages that were popular throughout the 
country. 
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Headquarters Road.' It  consists of the pre-park Superintendent's Residence (HQ-0218) (19th 
&)(Determined Eligible) (now offices) and associated outbuildings (Garage HQ-0323 and 
Storagflhed HQ-0420) (Determined Eligible). The buildings are set in a grassy lawn area. Various 
shrubs are used as foundation plantings and two large trees frame the entrance to the building. 
Photographs taken soon after the construction of the rest of the Headquarters area show large trees 
clustered around the front (west) and south facades of the building. Aside from these, the area is 
largely open on both sides of the access road. 

The front portion of the Superintendent's Residence is in the traditional "I" house form. However, 
the house extends to the rear in a two-story section with twin, cross-gable roofs. Beyond this section, 
projecting one-story additions house a covered porch and utility and conference rooms. The buildiig 
has painted clapboard siding and a standing-seam metal roof. The building has been sigm6cantiy 
altered in both the interior and exterior, however it retains sufficient integrity on the exterior to be 
considered an eligible resource. Although this building was constructed outside the district's period 
of significance, its significance relates to the fact that it is one of very few standing pre-park 
buildings and to the fact that it has been in continuous use by National Park Sewice. Most 
significantly, it sewed for many years as the park superintendent's residence. Because the building 
was present during the period of significance, relates to the documented significance of the district. 
and possesses historic integrity it should be considered a contributing resource to the historic district. 

HQ-0323 and HQ-0420 are both outbuildings associated with the superintendent's residence. HQ- 
0323 is a wood frame garagelshed with board-and-batten siding and an open-air carport attached to 
the east facade. Building HQ-0420 is a one-room wood frame storage building with clapboard siding. 
These buildings have received only minor alterations. 

Headquarters Maintenance Area 

The maintenance area is located at the end of the Headquarters Road and to the north of the other 
sections of the Headquarters area. It consists of a roughly rectangular. open area housing a 
collection of 15 rectangular buildings, most dating from the late 1930s and carly 1940s. Many of 
these buildings are of random rough-faced ashlar sandstone that echoes that used in the 

9 Although not part of the original National Park Service master planning of the area. the road. like 
the Superintendent's residence, has been used continuously for park purposes since the early days of the 
park. and thus should be considered a contributing feature of the historic district. 
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Administration Building. Two buildings have recently been added to the area. The large 
Maintenance Building (HQ-0457) located in the center of the area now dominates the complex. It 
is located on the site of what was to be the machine shop. The I%M/Archives Building (HQ-0103) 
is a smaller building located to the east of the main maintenance area. In terms of historic 
landscaping, early photographs of the maintenance area show it to be open as it is today. 

Contributing resources in the maintenance area include eight buildings constructed on-site or moved 
to the location for use as maintenance buildings. Most of the buildings have received only minor 
alterations, and all still retain the elements of integrity. 

The Equipment Storage and Workshop (HQ-0401) (1940) (Determined Eligible) is a long, 
roofed garage structure with exterior walls of random (rough-faced) ashlar sandstone. It has 
concrete foundations and concrete roof shingles. The building is composed of three sections, the 
end sections of which are slightly recessed and slightly lower than the central section. The central 
section consists of five bays, four of which were infilled in the 1940s. Each of the side sections 
consist of four bays one of which has been infilled. Bays that are not infilled have wood overhead 
garage doors. Despite the alterations to the bays, the building still retains much of its original 
appearance. -.. 
The Equipment Storage Shed (HQ-0403) (1940) (Determined Eligible) is a simple, long, garage-type 
structure of random (rough-faced) ashlar sandstone. It has concrete foundations and its shed roof 
is covered with metal roofing. It has 12 open vehicle bays. 

The Warehouse (HQ-0406) (1940) (Determined Eligible) is of rough-faced ashlar sandstone with 
random-width concrete roof shingles, and concrete foundations. It consists of a one-and-one-half- 
story rectangular section (originally housing offices, a tool room, a stock room, a checking room, a 
receiving room, a bathroom, and a large storage room) and a one-story ell section originally intended 
to store lumber. The attic of the main section of the building originally was used for storage. 
Windows throughout the building are multipane steel sash. Floors are concrete or wood, and 
window sills are pre-cast concrete. Partition walls are hollow concrete blocks. The main section of 
the building is 12 bays long (160 feet). Minor alterations were made to the attic storage room of 
the building for use by the Smithsonian Institution during World War 11. 

The Gas & Oil Storage (HQ-0409) (1943) (Determined Eligible) is a small, square, concrete-block 
building. Its pyramidal roof is covered with concrete shingles and features a tall ventilator at the 
peak. The building was intended to have a stone exterior similar to other buildings in the area, and 
the ties intended to fasten the stone to the exterior are still visible. Windows in the building are 
























































































































































































