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[7: DESCRIPTION 1 
(Check One) I CONOlTlON / 

Aventine Hai l  is  a frame, two-story house wi th  f l u s h  beaded s i d i n g ,  s tucco-  
covered foundation (probably b r i c k ) ,  hipped roof wi th  cupola ( r e c e n t l y  
r e b u i l t ) ,  fou r  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and a t e t r a - s t y l e  p o r t i c o .  This  
p o r t i c o ,  which runs almost  t h e  complete length  o f  t h e  facade,  s h e l t e r s  a~ 
broad, three-bay f r o n t  and is i n  the Cor in th ian  Order based on t h e  Tower of 
the  Winds i n  Athens. The b u i l d e r ,  i n  the s p i r i t  of the  t imes,  took the  
w u a l  l i b e r t i e s  w i t h  h i s  model, and al though t h e  column caps and s h a f t s  
fol low the c o r r e c t  p a t t e r n ,  having square  abac i ,  water  leaves  above a row 
of acanthus l eaves ,  and a f l u t e d  s h a f t ,  the  b u i l d e r  added an a t t i c  base and 
a Doric f r i e z e  and co rn ice  with water  leaves  i n  the  metope r ec t ang le .  Alon; 
w i th  p i l a s t e r s  i n  t h e  Tower of t h e  Winds mode a t  the  co rne r s ,  the  f r i e z e  
and co rn ice  were continued around the  e n t i r e ,  almost square ,  s t r u c t u r e . . T h ~  
l a r g e  s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh  windows, wi th  t h e i r  f l a t  framings and co rn ice  s h e l f  
l i n t e l s ,  reach almost  t o  t h e  f l o o r s  on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  bu t  a r e  diminished 
i n  he igh t  a t  t h e  second l e v e l .  The three-bay s i d e  .facades have had t h e  
c e n t e r  bay i n  both f l o o r s  f i l l e d  i n  wi th  t h e  same f l u s h  s i d i n g  and a one- 
s t o r y  porch has been added t o  the r e a r  f r o n t .  The f r o n t  en t r ance  i s  i n  
t h e  form of  d i - s t v l e  i n  a n t i s  us ing  aga in  the  Tower of the  Winds form, t h i s  
time wi th  an e n t a b l a t u r e  more reminiscent  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  design.  

Aventine Ha l l  has  a s tandard  c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  wi th  two rooms on t h e  n o r t h ,  
one l a r g e  room on t h e  south.  The s t a i r  r i s e s  on a s i n g l e  f l i g h t  a long the  
no r th  w a l l  and f e a t u r e s  s l ende r ;  turned b a l u s t e r s  (two t o  a t r e a d )  and 
simple cu t -out  b racke t s .  The hallway en t r ances  t o  both  s i d e s  have framings 
c o n s i s t i n g  of  carved "Greek Ionic"  caps ,  broad p i l a s t e r  s h a f t s  c u t  i n t o  
four  bands, and a p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  l a u r e l  wreaths placed a long t h e  
f r i e z e .  Var i a t ions  on t h i s  doorway theme occur i n  t h e  two n o r t h  rooms 
which a l s o  f e a t u r e  whi te  marble mantels wi th  arched openings and carved 
keystones. The l a r g e  ' s i n g l e  'room o'n t h e  south  has two marblg mantels  ~. 
s i m i l a r  t o  those a c r o s s  the  h a l l .  The room is div ided  approximately a t  the  
c e n t e r  by a Cor in th i an  "screen" o f  two columns wi th  b e a u t i f u l  plaster-mold 
caps ,  and p i l a s t e r s  on t h e  s i d e  w a l l s ,  support ing a n  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  a l l  of 
which is done i n  a reasonably academic manner.  The doorways and windows 
r e f l e c t  t h e  motif i n  t h e i r  use of Cor in th ian  p i l a s t e r  and f r i e z e .  This  
room is an important  document of the  e f f e c t  of  t h e  Greek Revival when 
s e n s i t i v e l y  handled and c o n t r a s t s  s t r i k i n g l y  wi th  t h e  r a t h e r  roughly 

*cr)r)red h a l l  doorways. Thg second f 1 o o r ; i s  much ~ i m p l e r  i n  f e e l i n g  us ing  
f l a t  a r c h i t r a v e  door and window framings and a con t inua t ion  o f  t h e  marble 
mantel design.  
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S. SIGNIFICANCE 

Rarely d i d  t h e  Greek Revival a f f e c t  V i rg in i a  and o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a s t e r n  
3 seaboard s t a t e s  wi th  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i t  had on t h e  Midwest and u p s t a t e  New 
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Subsequently Aventine H i l l ,  a s  i t  was then c a l l & ,  served =s t h e  'main 
b u i l d i n g  of  Luray College which operated from 1925 t o  1927. The house was 
dismantled and moved from Main S t r e e t  U. S. (Route 211) t o  i t s  present '  s i t e  
when t h e  Mimslyn Hotel was b u i l t  i n  1937. B u i l t  t o  s tand  on a prominence, 
the  house has  l o s t  i t s  commanding h i l i t o p  site,  bu t  now, a t  l e a s t ,  one can  
enjoy the  c l o s e  views of t h e  d e t a i l i n g  a long the  narrow f r i e z e  and t h e  
column caps ,  a f e a t u r e  which Bors t  a p ~ a r e n t l y  used t o  ba lance  t h e  blockinesti 
of the  bu i ld ing  proper .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  combinations, t h e  
l i g h t n e s s  of t h e  s l e n d e r  columns on t h e  p o r t i c o ,  and t h e  c o n t r a s t  between 
c a r v ~ d  and plaster-mold ornament on t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  make t h i s  house an 
unusual and va luab le  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  weal th of  Georgian and F e d e r a l i s t  
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e .  
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York which were undergoing a bu i ld ing  boom i n  the  1830's and ' 4 0 ' s .  Large 
hones from e a r l i e r  per iods  seemed t o  s u i t  weal thy Virg in ians  q u i t e  n i c e l y ,  
who, when they b u i l t  t h e i r  houses, were o f t e n  content  t o  recognize  t h e  
Greek . ,  . .  s p i r i t  on ly  i n  d e t a i l i n g .  and n o t  iq,,a r a d ~ c ~ l , . c h a n g e ,  OF, fhe  bu, i lding 
form. ~ a r g e  p o r t i c o ~ s  i n  f i rm d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposed t o  t h e  p u r e r  forms 
of the. . .  Tuscan ~ . .  .. and Roman Doric,  then, ,are  u n u s u @ l  and . . .  look d e ~ i d e l ~  up- , 
Virg in ian ,  a word which a p t l y  desc r ibes  Aventine h a l l .  

I: 
. . 

' , .  

Aventine Ha l l  was g u i l t  'i'n 1 8 5 2 b y  Pe te r  Bock Bors t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  a northerne.: 
who came t o  V i r g i n i a  before  t h e  C i v i l  War and e s t a b l i s h e d  a law p r a c t i c e  

i i n  t h e  town of Luray. Borst  served as Commonwealth's Attorney i n  1868 and 
V) i n  1870 and was one of t h e  organizers  of the  Shenandoahval ley  Rai l road ,  
Z now the  Norfolk and Western Railroad.  Borst brought wi th  him a knowledge 
0 - 
I- 

of t h e  Greek Revival which was f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  country,  
and he himself s e l e c t e d  t h e  va r ious  des igns  used by h i s  ca rpen te r -bu i lde r ,  
M r .  OtNeale;a n a t i v e  of  Luray. 
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