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Aventine Hall is a frame, two-story house with flush beaded siding, stucco-
covered foundation (probably brick), hipped roof with cupola (recently
rebuilt), four interior end chimneys and a tetra-style portico. This
portico, which runs almost the complete length of the facade, shelters a
broad, three-bay front and is in the Corinthian Order based on the Tower of
the Winds in Athens. The builder, in the spirit of the times, took the
usual liberties with his model, and although the column caps and shafts
follow the correct pattern, having square abaci, water leaves above a row
of acanthus leaves, and a fluted shaft, the builder added an attic base and
a Doric frieze and cornice with water leaves in the metope rectangle. Along
with pilasters in the Tower of the Winds mode at the corners, the frieze
and cornice were .continued around the entire, almost square, structure.  The
large six~-over-six sash windows, with their flat framings and cornice shelf
lintels, reach almost to the floors on the first level but are diminished
in height at the second level. The three-bay side facades have had the
center bay in both floors filled in with the same flush siding and a one-
story porch has been added to the rear front. The front entrance is in

the form of di-style ip antis using again the Tower of the Winds form, this
time with an entablature more reminiscent of the original design.

Aventine Hall has a standard central hall plan with two rooms on the north a
one large room on the south. The stair rises on a single flight along the
north wall and features slender, turned balusters (two to a tread) and
simple cut-out brackets. The hallway entrances to both sides have framings
consisting of carved "Greek Ionic" caps, broad pilaster shafts cut into
four bands, and a plain entablature with laurel wreaths placed along the
frieze. Variations on this doorway theme occur in the two north rooms
which also feature white marble mantels with arched openings and carved
keystones. The large 'single room on the south has two marbleé mantels °
similar to those -across the hall. The room is divided approximately at the
center by a Corinthian "screen” of two columns with beautiful plaster-mold
caps, and pilasters on the side walls, supporting an entablature, all of
which ié done in a reasonably academic manner.  The doorways and windows’
reflect the motif in their use of Corinthian pilaster and frieze. This
room is an important document of the effect of the Greek Revival when
sensitively handled and contrasts strikingly with the rather roughly

carved hall doorways. The second floor.is much simpler in feeling using
flat architrave door and window framings and a continuation of the marble
mantel design, :
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' when the Mimslyn Hotel was built in 1937. Built to stand on a prominence,

' structures within the State.

Aventine Hall was Blilt ‘fn 1852 by Peter Bock Borst, originally a northernef
who came to Virginia before the Civil War and established a law practice
in the town of Luray. Borst served as Commonwealth's Attorney in 1868 and
in 1870 and was one of the organizers of the Shenandoah Valley Railroad,
now the Norfolk and Western Railroad. Borst brought with him a knowledge
of the Greek Revival which was flourishing in other parts of the country,
and he himself selected the various designs used by his carpenter-builder,
Mr., O'Neale, a native of Luray.

Rarely did the Greek Revival affect Virginia and other established eastern
seaboard states with the effect that it had on the Midwest and upstate New
York which were undergoing a building boom in the 1830's and '40's. Large
homes from earlier periods seemed to suit wealthy Virginians quite nicely,
who, when they built their houses, were often content to recognize the

Greek spirit.only in getgiling_and‘npt‘in”a radical chapge of the building

form. Large porticoes in a form diametrically opposed to the purer forms
of the Tuscan and Roman Doric, then, grg_unpsugl,andrlpok‘QQpideLx un=
Virginian, a word which aptly describes Aventine Hall. '

Y 1

Subsequently Aventine Hill, as it was then called, served as the main
building of Luray College which operated from 1925 to 1927. The house was
dismantled and moved from Main Street U, 8. (Route 21l) to its present site

the house has lost its commanding hilltop site, but now, at least, one can
enjoy the close views of the detailing along the narrow frieze and the
column caps, a feature which Borst apparently used to balance the blockines%
of the building proper. The interesting classical combinations, the
lightness of the slender columns on the portico, and the contrast between
carved and plaster-mold ornament on the interior, make this house an
unusiual and valuable contrast to the wealth of Georgian and Federalist
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