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1. Name of Property
historic name Luray Downtown Historic District
other names/site number VDHR file no. 159-5064

2, Location

street & number E. Main St., W. Main St., S. Court St., S. Broad St. & vicinity N/A  not for publication
city or town Luray N/A  vicimty
state  Virginia code VA  county Page code 139  zip code 22835

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that
this _X_nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant  nationally _ statewide _X  locally. ( __ See
continuation sheet for additional comments. )
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Signature of ccnjfyiﬁg; official/Title ' [ [/ Date

{ NT T 1 1 L

State or Federal agency and hureau

In my ompinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See continuation sheet
for additional comments.)

Signature of commentng or other official/Title Date

Soxe or Federal agency and buresu

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property 1s: Signature of the Keeper Date ot Action

____entered 1n the National Register.
___ See conunuation sheet.
~ determined eligible for the National Register.
___ See continuanon sheet.
_ determined not eligible for the National Register.
____removed from the National Register.
____other (explain):




L witowil Page Co., Va,
Name of Property County and Stme
5. Classification

Ownership of Property

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Check 25 many boxes as appiy} (Check only one box) (Do Bot include previoudy fisted resources in the oount.)
X _private ___ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_X_ public-local X district 15 19  buildings
____ public-State _ site Q 1 sites
_X_ public-Federal ____ structure 1 1  structures
___ object 3 1  objects
79 22  Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Emer "N/A" if property is a0t part of a multiple property liming )

N/A
6. Function or Use

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

2

Historic Functions

Current Functions

{Enter categories from ingructions) (Enter categarics from instroction)

Category Subcategory Category Subcategory
DOMESTIC single dwelling DOMESTIC single dwelling
DOMESTIC secondary structure DOMESTIC multiple dwelling
DOMESTIC hotel DOMESTIC secondary structure
COMMERCE financial institution COMMERCE business
COMMERCE speciaity store COMMERCE protessional
COMMERCE department store COMMERCE financial institution
COMMERCE restauramnt COMMERCE specialty store
COMMERCE warehouse COMMERCE department store
SOCIAL meeting halt COMMERCE restaurant
GOVERNMENT city hall SOCIAL meeting hall
GOVERNMENYT fire station GOVERNMENT city hall
GOVERNMENT post office GOVERNMENT correctional facility
GOVERNMENT courthouse GOVERNMENT post office
EDUCATION school GOVERNMENT courthouse
RELIGION religious tacility RELIGION religious facility
RECREATION theater RELIGION church school
RECREATION monument RECREATION theater
INDUSTRY manufacturing RECREATION monument
HEALTH CARE medical business HEALTH CARE medical business
LANDSCAPE park LANDSCAPE park

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Fnter categoties from instructions)

(see continuation sheet)

(Enter carsgories from ineructions)
(see continuation sheet)

Narrative Description
{Dexcribe the hisworic and current condition of the property on one or more continustion shests )



Lur; wn_Historic Distric
Name¢ of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark *x* in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing.)

Property is associated with events that inve made »
significant contribution 1o the hroad patterns of our
Property i associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property cmbodics the distinctive characteristics of
2 type, pesind, or method of construction or
represents the work of A master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguighahle entity whose components iack
Property has yiclded, or is likely w yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from insiructions)

Criteria Considerations
(Mark X" in ail the boxes drat apply.)

Property is:
A owned by a religious ingtination or nsed for religi
purpones,
_ B removed from ity origing! locarion.
__C  birthplaoe or a grave.
D o cemetery.
. a reconstructed butlding, object, or structure.
__F R COMMEMONNALVE Property.
G Iess than 3 years of ags or schieved significance within the past fifty years.

Period of Significance

Ca. 1830-1953
ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE

Significant Dates
TRANSPORTATION

1831

1881

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B i marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the sigeificance of the property on one or mone continuation sheets.)

Maj

r Bibliographic [

Bibliography

{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one ar more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

~ preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CKFR 67) has been requested
____previously histed in the National Register
____previously determined ehigible by the National

___ designated @ National Historic Landmark
__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Register

#

#

Architect/Builder
(see continuation sheet)

Primary location of additional data:
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

__ Local government

___ Untversity

__ Other

Name of repository:
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Name of Property County and State
10, Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 35 acres
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) X ) )
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 17 720280 4284520 317 721180 4282580
2 17 720970 4282640 4 17 721180 4282460
Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundsries of the property on a coctinuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were nelected on 3 continuation sheet, )
11. Form Prepared By
name/title J. Danie] Pezzoni and Leslic A, Giles
organization i ervati SOC] date December 1, 2002
sireet & number 6 Houston St telephone (5340Q) 464-5313
city or town Lexington  state VA zip code 24450
Additional Documentation
Submit the following itetns with the completed form.:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for hstoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items
(Cheek with the SHPO or FPO for any addivional items)
Property Owner
{Compless thig item st the request of the SHPO or FPOL)
name Muluple owners; Town of Luray (contact)
street & number 45 E, Main St, telephone 743-551
city or town Luray state VA  zip code 22835
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement. This information is baing colk for applications 1 the National Register of Historic Places to sominete praperties for listing or determine eligibility for ligtieg, to tst properties, and 10 amsend
exigting listings. Response 10 this requesy is nequired to obain 2 benefit i accordance with the National Hisoric Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 cvseq.).
Rstimated Bunden St Public reporting burden for this form is estimated 10 sverage 18,1 hours per reaponse including the time for reviewing imstructions, gathering and mmintaining dutn, and comrpleting and reviewing the
form. Pirect reparding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Adminisirative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washingtoo, DC 20013-7127; sad the Office of Management

ard Budget. Paperwork Reductions Proect (1024-0018), Washingeon, DC 20503,
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary

The Luray Downtown Historic District is located in the town of Luray in Page County, Virginia.
The district embraces the historic commercial core of the town, which developed after the town’s
establishment in 1812 along the east-west axis of Main Street. The commercial area--and the
district--are bisected by Hawksbill Creek, a tributary of the South Fork of the Shenandoah River,
and the downtown occupies the hillsides on each side of the creek at elevations of between 700
and 900 feet above sea level.

The district embraces approximately thirty-five acres along Main Street with short extensions
along Court and Broad streets. it extends from the Norfolk Southern rail line on the east to the
park-like grounds of the Mimslyn Hotel on the west. The district is densely built-up with
commercial buildings and other building types dating primarily from the 1830s through the
19405, with a few resources dating to before and after that span. The total number of resources
is 101, of which seventy-nine or 78 percent are contributing, that is, they were in existence
during the period of significance (ca. 1830-1953) and they possess sufficient integrity.

The commercial buildings are generally one, two, or three-story brick buildings built up to the
street. The earliest surviving commercial buildings, those dating to the antebellum period, are
domestic in character (in part a reflection of their dual function as dwellings) with their long
dimension along the street, gable or hip roofs, and unspecialized streetfronts. Commercial
buiidings from the postbellum period through the mid-twentieth century are characterized by
rectangular footprints with the short dimension on the street, parapeted shed roofs sloping away
from the street, and specialized street elevations with storefronts with large display windows.
Other historic building types include dwellings, hotels, churches, warcehouses, government
buildings (a courthouse, firehouse, and post office), a school, a train station, and 2 monument.
Secondary resources such as parages, chickenhouses, and sheds are relatively few in number.

Inventory Introduction

The inventory is arranged alphabetically and numerically by street and address. Each inventory
entry begins with a heading that gives the status of the resource as contributing (C) or
noncontributing (N), inventory number, property address, historic or generic name, exact or
approximate date(s) of construction and major modification, and Virginia Department of Historic
Resources file number(s). Historic property names are usuaily derived from the name or names
of the original owner or occupant or the original business or institutional pame, and they are
occasionally hyphenated to include the name of a notable later owner or occupant. Construction
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Description (continued)

dates are usually derived from a combination of historic sources and architectural evidence and
are occasionally preceded by "ca.”, meaning circa or "about.” The body of the entry contains
architectural descriptive information followed by historic discussion. Style terminology is that
used by the National Register of Historic Places. The historic discussions are typicaily followed
by a list of sources for which full citations appear in the bibliography. Principal sources of
information include Terry L. Nale’s lot-by-lot history of Luray, Historical Downtown Luray: The
First 44 (ca. 1996), and 1. R. Dovel Sr.’s article "The History of the Town of Luray” in Page,
The County of Plenty (1976), which also contains information on individual lots. Sanbormn map
date and function information often appears in the text but is not necessarily cited. The headings
for secondary resources are preceded by letter notations--a., b., c., and so forth--following the
entries for the primary resources with which the secondary resources are associated. All primary
resources have district file numbers, for example: 159-5064-#; some also have previously
assigned file numbers, which appear in parentheses.

inventory
C 1. 9 S. Bank. Building. Ca. 1950. 159-5064-1.

Two-story Colonial Revival cinder-block building with a stretcher-bond brick veneer on the front
(west) elevation. The metal-sheathed gable roof has lunettes (boarded up) in the end gables and
in decorative front gables. The front brickwork features decorative recessed panels in the second
story and buttresses in the first story. At the north end of the front are a garage bay and piate-
glass windows spanned by a transom. Other features include a concrete foundation and 6/6
windows. The building was a dry cleaners in 1959 with a wash room at the south end.

N 2. 1 N. Broad. McKay’s Pharmacy. 1968. 159-5064-2.

One-story Colonial Revival building of stretcher-bond brick veneer (probably over cinder block).
The corner at Main and Broad has a recessed entry porch with a brick corner pillar, projecting
multipane shop windows under asphalt-shingled mansards, and a pedimented entry. Similar
basement-level storefronts face onto a parking lot at the rear (north side) of the building. Other
features include the pharmacist’s Rx symbol and a mortar and pestle rendered in projecting brick
on the Main Street elevation and a sinall brick terrace at the corner of Main and Broad.

McKay's was established in 1887 as Grove & McKay by Dr. Frank Grove and H. R. McKay.
The store became a Rexall franchise in 1909 and its name was changed to H. R. McKay & Son
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Description (continued)

in 1930 after H. R. McKay’s son William K. McKay joined the firm. Charles A. Butler became
William McKay's partner in 1965 and the firm was known as McKay’s Pharmacy when it buiit
this buiiding in 1968. Butler purchased McKay’s share in 1975 and adopted the name Butler’s
Pharmacy. Presently offices for Aramark. The building was formerly designated 2 W. Main.
(Page, The County of Plenty, 32; Nale, Historical Downiown Luray, 48-49)

C 3. 21 N. Broad. Skyline Building. Ca. 1925; ca. 1950. 159-5064-3.

Two-story American-bond brick building with a metal-sheathed gable roof. The stepped front
parapet has corbeling and concrete orb finials. Other features inciude industrial-type windows,
first-story openings with modern 6/6 windows and infill, attic and foundation vents with wave-
pattern metaf grilles, and painted brickwork. A one-story cinder-block addition built in at least
two phases extends on the south side.

In the 1920Gs and 1930s this building was used as the post office. It originally featured a center
entry tlanked by plate glass windows, with the outer two bays occupied by plate glass windows,
and with transoms over all three bays. Probably soon after the present post office opened in 1938
the building was made into a warehouse. The Skyline Corporation, the principal concessionaire
to the Shenandoah National Park, used the building in 1959. Skyline had an office and souvenir
warehouse in the brick section and a cold storage room in the cinder block addition. Presently
used as a warehouse by Aramark at 1 N. Broad. (Rod Graves; Page News & Courier, September
28, 1989)

C 4. 26 N. Broad. Luray Motor Company. 1935. 159-5064-4 (159-5056).

Two-story brick building of utilitarian character except for Art Deco facade piers with concrete
copings that rise above the parapet level. A canopy with a stained beaded matchboard ceiling and
a border of incandescent bulbs is suspended over the front entry and display windows. A one-
story bow-truss service wing extends to the rear, and the second story of the front section, used
originally and presently for parts storage, has awning-type steel windows.

Ford dealer E. N. Hershberger moved into this two-story brick showroom in 1935 from a former
location on a nearby lot. In 1945 a complex of three buildings near the intersection of North
Broad and North Alley were associated with the Luray Motor Company. Presently unoccupied.
{Rod Graves; Puge News & Courier, November 16, 1989; Page County Record of Partnership,
vol. 1, p. 34)
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N 5. 5 S. Broad. Williams Building. 1950s. 159-5064-5.

One-story cinder block building with a textured stretcher-bond brick front. Other features include
stepped front and side parapets, industrial-type windows on the north side, crude stucco on the
south side, and plate glass windows and a recessed entry on the front. A Mr. Williams built this
building in the 1950s (possibly in 1954) for his real estate office and rental commercial space.
Early tenants included Montgomery Ward, Stan Marsh’s television shop, and (in the 1960s) the
Wymer jewelry store. Presently State Farm Insurance. (Bob Jenkins; Helen Wymer)

N 6. 17 S. Broad. Page News & Courier Building. 1928; 1947; 1953; ca. 1980. 159-5064-6.

Remodeled two-story American-bond brick building with a modern stretcher-bond brick veneer
front elevation. The building has a concrete foundation, a rear garage door, and a three-story
elevator tower to the rear. Modernizations include metal facade panels, tinted glass windows in
anodized aluminum frames, and a one and two-story side addition of cinder block.

The Page News & Courier newspaper office has been at this location since about 1910. The
present building appears to have been built in the 1920s and originally featured an arched front
parapet. Until 1970 the paper used the hot type process, and a meiting kettle stood in the
building. The rear section and elevator were added in 1947, another addition was made in 1953,
and the most recent remodeling appears to date to the 1980s. Presently Page News & Courier.
(Page News & Courier, Qctober 9 and 16, 1947, January 1, 1948, October 1, 1953, and March
12, 1992; Swnickler, Short History of Puge County, 320)

C 7. 20 S. Broad. Luray United Methodist Church. 1899-1900; 1932. 159-5064-7 (159-0051).

One-story Gothic Revival church of quarry-faced ashlar limestone (locally quarried) with a
complex slate-shingled gable roof. The church has a corner entry tower with a battlemented top
and louvered lancet-arched belfry openings. Entries and stained glass windows are lancet-arched.
To the rear is a brick section with a metal-sheathed roof and a curved apsidal wall that was
originally part of the 1899-1900 church that preceded the present one. Luray United Methodist
built a Gothic Revival brick church on this site in 1899-1900. That church burned in November
1931, and its replacement was consecrated in November 1932. (Nale, Historical Downtown
Luray, 74-75)

C 8. 20 S. Broad. Luray Methodist Parsonage (no. 2). Ca. 1905. 159-5064-8 (159-0051).
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Two-story Victorian frame house with novelty vinyl siding and a metal-sheathed gable roof. Two
front gables have brackets and dentils in their eaves and raking cornices. The one-story
wraparound porch has turned posts, a spindle fricze, a cornice like that of the house roof, and
a decorative gridded railing incorporating spindles. A second tier over the side porch has the
same details. To the rear are a slightly Jower two-story ell with a two-tier side porch, and a one-
story porch with a bracketed cornice and chamfered posts with sawn brackets. Other features
include a stone foundation, an interior brick flue, 1/1 windows, peaked louvered gable vents, and
a front entry with an early or original door and a transom. Sanborn maps indicate the parsonage
was built between 1902 and 1907. Presently Luray United Methodist Children's Sunday Schoot
Annex and Nursery.

C 8a. 20 S. Broad. Garage. Ca. 1950.

Two-story cinder block garage entered at grade on the first level (north end) and the second level
(south end), Other features include a concrete parapet coping, roll-up garage doors, and a metal-
framed four-pane window.

C 9. 100 block S. Broad. Confederate Monument. 1918. 159-5064-9 (159-5045).

This marble statue of a Confederate soldier at parade rest stands on a pyramidal pedestal above
an aedicula formed by four Doric columns on plinths. Marble cannonballs decorate the four
corners of the aedicula, and there are sockets in its ceiling for a former four-globe electric light
fixture. The monument is inscribed "1861 1865 Confederate Soldiers" and it stands in a small
triangular park.

Efforts to erect a Confederate monument next to the town’s passenger station began in (911 and
by 1913 the McNeel Monument Co. of Marietta, Georgia, had provided a design and a cost
estimate of $3,000 (1n 1918 the Marietta Marble Co. was identified as the monument’s maker).
Funds were appropriated in 1917 and the monument was unveiled on July 20, 1918. Maine
restorer Jerry Hannebury refurbished the monument in 1989. (Page News & Courier, June 20
and August 1, 1913, May 4, 1917, and Janvary 26 and May 4, 1989; Page, The County of
Plenry, 26; Strickler, Short History of Page County, after 350)

C 10. 102 S. Broad. Luray Post Office. 1938. 159-5064-10 (159-0059).

One-story Colonial Revival building of American-bond brick construction. The roof is hidden
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behind a parapet with gable-like peaks at the ends with lunette louvered vents, and panels with
wood baluster-pilasters across the front (at one time the roof supported a small cupola). The
facades are divided into recessed bays with corbeling at the top and quarter-round molded bricks
at the base. The rear loading dock has segmental-arched openings at its ends. Other features
inciude 12/12 and 6/9 windows, a fater aluminum and glass entry, an exterior boiler flue, and
a raised parking lot to the rear. In the lobby is a Works Progress Administration mural depicting
Louis Ramey’s biacksmith shop and other early Luray scenes. The corner stone identifies Louis
A. Simon as the Supervising Architect and Neal A. Melick as the Supervising Engineer. The
contractor was Albernon Blair of Montgomery, Alabama. (Booker, "U. S. Postal Service"; Nale,
Historical Downtown Luray, 96; Page News & Courier, May 27 and Jjune 10, 1993)

C 11. 9 Campbeil St. Page County Record Building. 1912, 159-5064-11 (159-0023).

Two-story American-bond brick building with stepped side parapets and a shed roof. The front
parapet has corbeling and dogtooth courses and a date block. The segmentai-arched windows
have modern 9/1 sash. Other features include a modern storefront with an asphalt-shingled
mansard, a hanging second-story entry porch on the south side with sawn brackets and
replacement metal supports and railing, and a one-story cinder block garage addition of triangular
form to the rear.

The October 1912 Sanborn map labels this building "To be Page County Record,” evidence that
the building had recently been completed. An electric company may have occupied the first
floor. There is a possibility that the building served at one time as an annex of the hotef that
stood pext door at 7 Campbell (until it burned in late 2002). In 1959 the building housed an
automobile repair garage, and in 1971 Luray Electronics occupied the building. The building was
damaged by a 2002 fire. Presently Domino’s Pizza.

C 12. 15 Campbell St. Luray Supply Company Warehouse. 1910; 1919; and later. 159-5064-12
(159-0031).

This large brick building has an accretive form representing several phases of construction. The
two-story center section of the front elevation is distinguished by elaborate brickwork. The
cornice has corbeling and dogtooth courses, and the second story has a brick frame with
projecting red and recessed gray header bricks creating a checkered effect, concrete accents with
fleur-de-lis devices, and diapered lozenges formed with gray brick. A first-story elliptical
archway now contains a recessed modern aluminum and brick window wall and has a concrete
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keyblock with the date 1910.

The bulk of the building is a two-story (three-story on the rear) American-bond brick warehouse
that extends to the rear. The building has a corbeled cornice, segmental-arched openings with
6/6 windows and freight doors with diagonal beaded matchboard panels defined by chamfered
rails and stiles, and a gable roof with modern metal sheathing (same over the tront center
section). Along the north side runs a one-story cinder block wing with a metal-sheathed gable
roof, a concrete foundation, and industrial windows. At the two front corners of the building are
one and two-story brick wings of mostly modern construction that may incorporate earlier fabric.

Construction activity on this site appears to have begun about the same time the new N&W
passenger station was built across Campbell Street. An express office with a concrete block front
had been erected by October 1907, a portion of which may be incorporated into the south corner
wing of the present building. The center section and part of the rear warehouse were built in
1910 for the Luray Supply Company (a wholesale grocer) to a design by the Staunton
architectural firm T. J. Collins & Son. Also in 1912 a foundation had been constructed along the
north side of the gradually accreting building; this is probably the concrete foundation under the
mid-twentieth century cinder block north addition. In August 1919 the Luray Supply Co.
contracted with Heiston, Miller & Co. to erect a seventy by fifty foot three-story addition to the
rear of its building. The addition was made to accommodate a "varied wholesale notion line",
was to be of fireproof brick, concrete, and iron construction, and was described as the building’s
third enfargement. In 1959 most of the building was used for warehousing and the north addition
was used by Blue Bell inc. as a clothing warehouse. Schewel Furniture used the building in the
second half of the twentieth century. Presently The Warehouse Center for the Arts and
commercial tenants. (Joe Davis; Wells and Dalton, Virginia Architects, 95; Page News &
Courier, August 15, 1919)

C 13. 100 block Campbell St. Luray Norfolk & Western Passenger Station. 1906; 1908. 159-
5064-13 (159-0024).

This one-story Queen Anne and Tudor Revival brick station was built in 1906 and remodelled
in 1908 after a fire. The building has a Jong rectangular form aligned with the railroad tracks.
The metal-sheathed hip roof has deep overhanging eaves on large curved brackets, a skylight,
and cross gables with false halt-timbering, pebble-dash stucco, and decorative vergeboards. Other
features include a ticket office bay window, braced matchboard freight doors, and multipane
windows. Brick pavers survive under asphalt around the building.



NP§ Form 10-900-2 OMB Approval No. 10240018
(5-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Luray Downtown Historic District
Section number _7 _ Page _8§ Page Co., Va.

Description (continued)

The station was built in 1906 to replace an earlier depot. The present building was damaged by
fire in June 1908 but it was remodeled according to the original design and returned to service
in September 1908. The building’s design is credited to N&W Chief Engineer Charles §.
Churchill and it is similar in form and detail to depots built throughout the N&W system during
the period. From the date of its construction until it was converted to freight handling about
1960, the station served as a focus of community life in Luray. The station was individually
listed in the National Register in 2000 and it was rehabilitated in 2001-02. (Pezzoni, "Luray
Norfolk & Western Passenger Station;" Page, The County of Plenty, 89, 91)

C 14. 11 S. Court. Charles and Susie Hudson House. Early 1910s. 159-5064-14.

Two-story Victorian frame house with vinyl siding and a metal-sheathed gable roof with a two-
story gabled front wing. The one-story wraparound porch has Doric columns, square-section
balusters, and a gable aligned with the front entry. Some 1/]1 windows have decorative upper
sash. The front entry has bevelled glass sidelights and transom. Other features include a brick
foundation and interior flue.

Pharmacist Charles Hudson built this house soon after his marriage to Susie Elizabeth McKim
in the early 1910s. Susie McKim may have operated a school in the adjoining Jordan-McKim
Building at 221 W. Main. Presently Bushey & Spitler law office. (Michael Noblette)

C 15. 12 S. Court. Graves Buick Company Auto Shed. Ca. 1920, 159-5064-15.

One-story stuccoed building with a metal-sheathed front-gable roof behind a decorative parapet.
The storefronts have plate glass windows, a modern entry with a transom, and later infiil with
a residential-type picture window. To the rear is a cinder block addition with a brick flue.
Sanborn maps identify this building as an automobile shed associated with the adjacent Graves
Motor Company at 16-18 S. Court. Presently Janney & Janney law office.

C 16. 13 S. Court. Noblette House. 19th ¢.; ca. 1910; 1940s-50s; ca. 1970. 159-5064-16.

One-story frame building with permastone and modern weatherboard siding, 6/6 windows, and
a metal-sheathed gable roof. The remodeled front porch has brick supports and a solid brick
railing. Three or more additions were made to the rear including a one and two-story stretcher-
bond brick veneer section, a one-story cinder block wing built in two phases, and a rearmost
frame office of Ranch form with aluminum siding, 1/1 windows, and a recessed entry.
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Description (continued)

The building first appears at its present location identified as a carriage house on the 1912
Sanborn map. However, the 6/6 windows are earlier in character, and they are non-characteristic
of carriage house construction. There is a tradition that the building originally stood on Main
Street where it served as a blacksmith shop. A building of similar form stood at the adjacent site
of the McKim & Huffman Pharmacy at 219 W. Main from before 1886 until the pharmacy was
built in 1910. The Main Street building served as an office, a cobbler shop, a harness shop, and
a wallpaper shop at various times. In the 1940s the former carriage house was occupied as a
dwelling by the Noblette family, who made the cinder block rear addition in the 1940s or early
1950s. The brick-veneer addition was made in the 1950s. Presently Starr Johnson Investments
and Insurance and Frank S. Horng doctor office. (Starr Johnson; Michael Noblette)

C 17. 16-18 S. Court. Graves Buick Company Showroom. Ca. 1920. 159-5064-17.

One-story concrete block building with a metal-sheathed hip-gable roof behind a decorative front
parapet. The parapet is supported on concrete block pillars with concrete cove capitals. The
openings between the pillars have modern vinyl infill, windows, and an entry with a transom.
Casement windows run down the south side and there is a signage panel in the front parapet.

Stables for the Hotel Laurance occupied this focation in the early twentieth century. The Graves
Buick Company, recorded as a partnership in December 1922, operated from the present building
in the 1920s. Later the building was used as a school bus garage and a printing company, and
in the 1960s it was converted into law offices. The printing company was probably Dominion
Publishing, which published The Commonwealth Review beginning in 1945, Presently Reed &
Reed law office (16) and Blue Ridge Land Title Inc. (18). (Mark Reed; Page County Record of
Partnership, vol. 1, p. 43; Strickler, Short History of Page County, 322)

C 18. 101 S. Court. Luray Graded and High School. 1881; ca. 1905; 1910; 1952. 159-5064-18
(159-5032).

Twa-story brick building constructed in three major phases. The original 1881 section has an
asphalt-shingled gable roof with an open belfry with paired arched openings (an ltalianate
influence), paneled wood supports, paired brackets and dentils in the cornice, and a pyramidal
roof with an ogee section and a tall finial topped by a weathervane. The building’s projecting
center pavilion has a segmental-arched entry with a double-leaf door and transom. Segmental-
arched windows are grouped in threes on the main facade and placed singly on side walls.
Original windows were 6/6 sash; some on the facade were replaced in 1910 with 6/1 sash. Other


















































































































































