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The following description of the Reynolds Homestead was wvittean by Frank
Horton, supervisor of the restoration of the house, and is quoted in
Reynolds Homestead 1814-1970 by Nannie M, Tilley, pp. VIII - IX,

"The house itself and the outbuildings have been preserved to add
to the picture of the farm and manufacturing life of the Reynolds
family. The log granary (corn crib) and ice house survive with the
sturdier brick kitchen and milk house.

"The dwelling house was constructed  in two parts, the firsu a single
room two-story plan with stalr to the sleeping quarters above, was
probably constructed just prior to the marriage of Hardin William
Reynolds in February, 1843. Its original fenestration indicates

that it faced Nobusiness Mountain and the old roadway in the same
manner as the first log home next door and toward the family burying
ground. It is probable that this first part was roofed with a simple
A-frame structure of shallow pitch.

"Shortly afterward the need for more space caused Hardin William
Reynolds to triple the size of his home by the addition of a two-story
single bay central hall ell to the existing structure. Again, the

main ewphasis was towards Nobusiness Mountain and the old roadway,

with the front facade of the original house now blocked and becoming

an interior wall for the new parlor. The roof of the older portion was,
at this time, removed and rebuilt to conform to the hip rocf style of
the front addition.

"At this time the brick kitcben was built. This is éviéénce& by the

used’ for’ the smngle window of the kltchen. The dates of the other
outbujldings are less certain. They stand in their original pattern

“with the exception of the granary which was moved back when the present

roadway was opened. The entire complex as it now stands was probably
built before 1855, - -

"With its plastered brick Doric and Ionic columned portico entrance
and low hipped roof one would liken the dwelling, in style, to the
Greek Revival architecture made popular in America by Jefferson. The
exterior exhibits little else to suggest any formal knowledge or
discipline in architecture and tells the story of a countuy builder's
talents. The greater window sizes of the addition indicate a growing
awvareness of styles then in fashion.

"Interior architecture of the older portion makes a startling compariscn
with its exterior. The lower room has a paneled wainscot and
architecturally framed doors and windows. Its mantel is more elaborate
than one would expect, and the latticed stair reminds one of the Chinese
Chippendale taste by then long forgotten. Under layers of later paint
was discovered the original scheme of colors. These were freshened

and copied to imitate the work of a remarkable house painter of the
Nineteenth Century. A single panel of the original colors has been
preserved under the window pear the stair.
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7. "The addition is starkly simple in its interior architecture., The

use of heavy base, door and window trim, together with the uninterrupted
pediment of the back-boarded mantel Ffollows the suggesticn of Greek
Revival architecture, The hand of arother fancy painter was
apparently employed in this part of the house as the colors and
techniques are of different values and texture. The paintwork, with
spattered, grained and marbled surfaces, is typical of the period.”
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STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The® Reynolds Homestead, more formally called Rock Spring Plantation,

was built in 1843 by Hardin Williams Reyneclds on land inherited from

his father, Abraham Reynolds, an early settler in the area. It was in

the brick plantation house that Hardin Reynolds' wife, Nancy Jane Cox,
gave birth to their sixteen children, the second son of whom was Richard
Joshua Reynolds (1850-1918), founder of the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company

In 1969, Nancy Susan Reynolds, daughter of R. J. Reynolds, deeded seven
hundred ten acres of Rock Spring Plantation to the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute Educational Foundation for the establishment of the Reynolds
Homestead Research Center. Seven acres of the plantaion, including

the main house, its outbuildings, and family cemetery, were retained

by Mrs. Reynolds to serve as a museum of plantation life in the mid-
nineteenth century, The house and outbuildings were carefully restored
to their ante bellum appearance, and many pieces of Reynolds furniture
were returned to, the interior., Do e . e
The Reynolds Homestead has been preserved not only as a typical
plantation ccmpex of its era and place, but as a memorial to the
Reynolds family, who played such a leading role in the development of
the nation's tobacco industry. It was through the efforts of familijes
such as the Reynolds that tobacco became such an important factor

in the economic rehabilitation of the South following the Civil War,
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Tilley, Nannie M., Reynolds Homestead 1814-1970, Richmond: Robert Kline
and Company, 1970.
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