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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Berry H i l l  
AND/OR COMMON 

I  LOCATION O n  t h e  south s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 863; approximately .5 m i l e  southeast 
o f  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Routes 863 and 880; north o f  the Dan 

STREET & NUMBER 
R i v e r  and .3 m i l e  north o f  the North C a r o l i n a - V i r g i n i a  s t a t e  l i n e .  

I -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

I CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
I Ber ry  H i l l  

VICINITY OF F i f t h  (W. C. Daniel )  

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1 p i t  t s y l v a n i a  143 

I 
,  CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC 

I EBUILDINGISI ZPRIVATE 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH 

L 1 
I -SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

-0WECT JN PROCESS 
I 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
XOCCUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK I N  PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

-YES: UNRESTRICTED 

a 0  

PRESENT USE 
a~~~~~~~~~ -_MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

A I L I T A R Y  -OTHER 

1  OWNER OF PROPERTY 
I NAME 

M r .  Robert V. Sims 
STREETS NUMBER 

Route 1 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Cascade - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  24069 

I  LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
. COURTHOUSE 

REGlsTRyOFDEEDS~ETC p i t t sy l van ia  County Courthouse 
I 

STREET& NUMBER 

C h a t h a m  V i r g i n i a  24531 

C REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see con t inua t ion  sheet  #I) 

I 
H i s t o r i c  American Bu i l d ings  Survey Inventory 

1 DATE 
i 

1958 SEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
RECoRos L i b ra rv  o f  Congress 

I CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

XGOOO -RUINS 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE I 
XUNALTEREO EORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Berry H i l l ,  a l a r g e  t r a c t  near  the  North Carol ina s t a t e  l i n e l n  southwest P i t t s y l v a n i  
County, inc ludes  a l a r g e ,  frame farmhouse b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  s e c t i o n s  between the  e a r l y  
n ine teenth  century  and the  e a r l y  twent ie th  century ,  and a no tab le  group o f  twenty l o g  
o r  frame ou tbu i ld ings  r e f l e c t i n g  the  growth of t h e  fanu over  160 years .  

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of the  main house c o n s i s t s  of a two-story, three-bay s t r u c t u r e  
connected by a hyphen t o  a story-and-a-half wing s e t  perpendicular  t o  t h e  main block.  
I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form Berry H i l l  was a frame ve r s ion  of t h e  b r i c k  house, L i t t l e  Cherry- 
s tone ,  a l s o  i n  P i t t s y l v a n i a  County. P ro jec t ing  from t h e  west end of t h e  o r i g i n a l  wing, 
a l s o  connected 'by a hyphen, i s  a one-story,  s i n g l e - c e l l  wing probably b u i l t  ca.  1840-50. 
To the  e a s t  of the  o r i g i n a l  house, enveloping i ts  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t  wa l l  and t h e  hyphen, 
is a la 'rge, .,two-scory s.tructutre buiLt. ca.  1910 w&th a shafllow gambrel r o o f  wi th  b e l l -  
ca'st  eaves. -A one-story porch , she l t e r s  the  e a s t -  and n o r t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  1910 a d d i t i o n .  

: The nineteenth-century.sections of ehe  house are e l a d  -w-i-th -beaded weatherboards; 
p l a in  weatherboards a r e  .used .on t h e  lgLO -wing. A l l  sect-ions a re  covered wi th  s tanding-  

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  ... seam shee t  mecar: . i : '. - . . . 
The two-story s e c t i o n  of the  o r i g i n a l  house has nine-over-nine s a s h  on the  f i r s t  

f l o o r  and six-over-nine s a s h  on the  second, wi th  louvred b l i n d s  used throughout.  The 
gable  roof i s  embell ished a t  t he  eaves with a modi l l ion  c o r n i c e  and t h e r e  i s  a Flemish- 
bond e x t e r i o r  end chimney wi th  stepped weatherings. A lead  downspout da ted  1843 su rv ives  
on t h i s  sec t ion .  

The hyphen was r e b u i l t  a s  a two-story s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  1910 campaign. The o r i g i n a  
wing has s ix-over-nine and nine-over-nine sa&, louvred  b l i n d s  and modern s l a t  b l i n d s .  
There a r e  two pedimented dormers on each s lope  of the  roof ,  and a modi l l ion  c o r n i c e  a t  
the  eaves. The Flemish-bond chimneys a r e  not  matched. The west  chimney has two s e t s  
of stepped weatherings and a f l a r e d  co rbe l l ed  cap; t h a t  on t h e  e a s t  end has a squa re  
uncapped s t a c k  and a s i n g l e  s e t  o f  stepped weatherings. There i s  an o r i g i n a l  l e a n - t o  
along the  sou th  s i d e .  The west end was enclosed o r i g i n a l l y ;  t h e  e a s t  end former ly  
served a s  a recessed  por t i co ,  but  was enclosed a f t e r  1968. 

t b5 The mid-nineteenth-century wing i s  devoid of any ornament except  f o r  a d i s t y l e  
porch. The wing i s  two bays wide and has s ix-over-s ix  sash  and a s t o n e  e x t e r i o r  end 
chimney a t  t h e  west.  

The 1910 wing has one-over-one and two-over-two s a s h  and louvred b l i n d s .  ~ t s  porch 
i s  supported on a s e r i e s  of un f lu ted  Roman Doric columns. An i n t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney 
surmounts it .  

The p lan  of Berry H i l l  i s  l e s s  complex than the  massing. The o r i g i n a l  house 
cons i s t ed  o f  a s i n g l e - p i l e ,  s i d e - h a l l  plan main block, a small  hyphen, and a two-room, 
h a l l - p a r l o r  type wing wi th  an  a d d i t i o n a l  lean-to room. There was a s i n g l e  chamber i n  
the  mid-nineteenth-century wing. The 1910 a d d i t i o n  was cons t ruc ted  w i t h  two p l a i n  
square rooms joined t o  the  main block by removing w a l l s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i d e  passage 
and hyphen t o  combine them wi th  an ent rance  passage i n  t h e  new wing t o  form an  L-shaped 
l i v i n g  h a l l  a f t e r  the  Shingle  s t y l e  and Colonial  Revival fashions .  

The o r i g i n a l  p a r l o r  remains the  most formal room i n  the  house. I n  it i s  a handsome 
mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of a reeded a r c h i t r a v e  surround and an  unsupported s h e l f  decora ted  
with f l u t e s  and a cab le  molding. The mantel r e t a i n s  i t s  s t r i k i n g  gold-colored marble- 
iz ing .  A p l a i n  pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  and a p i c t u r e  molding a r e  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. 

The l i v i n g  h a l l  i s  decora ted  i n  t h e  Colonial  Revival manner wi th  woodwork c l o s e l y  
resembling the  o r i g i n a l  trim. A recessed panel wainscot e n c i r c l e s  t h e  odd-shaped 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  #2) I 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND J U S T I N  BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC A R C H E U L U G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-.1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1500.1599 m G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 D R C H I T E C T U R E  -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

X1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORAllON/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

xl900- -COMMUNICATIONS -1 NOUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

-INVENTION 

Ea r ly  n ine teen th  century;  
SPECIFIC DATES 19z0 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Loqated i n  ~ o u t h w e s t e r n  P i t t s y l v a n i a  County near  the  North Carol ina .border ,  
Berry H i l l ,  w i th  i ts  rambling dwelling house and twenty ou tbu i ld ings ,  i s  a remarkably 
complete.Southside Vi rg in ia .p lan ta t ion  complex. The number o f  o u t b u i l d i n g s  i s  un- 
usua l ly  high even f o r  en a r e a  where many small  ou tbu i ld ings  were s t andard  f o r 4 a r m s .  
The main house wi th  i t s  s e v e r a l  add i t ions  r e f l e c t s  the  n ine  gene ra t ions  of occupancy 
by the  Perkins-Wilson-Hairston-Sims family who have owned t h e  p roper ty  s i n c e  t h e  1760s. 
The s i n g u l a r  dwelling evolved over  a century  from a Federa l  farmhouse t o  a jumble of 
wings, chimneys, porches and roof s ,  the  l a t e s t  main s e c t i o n  o f  which was e rec ted  ca. 
1910. Few Vi rg in ia  farmsteads have dwelling houses o r  ou tbu i ld ing  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  
can compare i n  complexity. 

Nicholas Perkins ,  a J u s t i c e  of the  Peace f o r  Hal i fax  County (of which P i t t s y l v a n i a  
,- County was then  a part),was t h e  f i r s t  of h i s  name t o  acqui re  l a n d  i n  t h e  Berry H i l l  

I a rea.  When he d ied  i n  1762 h i s  son Pe te r ,  l a t e r  a Revolut ionary War s o l d i e r ,  i n h e r i t e d  
I t he  land which i s  now Berry H i l l .  The younger Perkins continued t o  accumulate land i n  

t h e  area. I n  1800, he made a g i f t  of 640 ac res ,  t he  p resen t  Berry H i l l  p roper ty ,  t o  
h i s  son Nicholas Jun io r ,  who s o l d  the  t r a c t ,  then 700.2 ac res  ( t h e  p r e s e n t  s i z e  of t h e  
farm) t o  h i s  f i r s t  cous in  P e t e r  Wilson t e n  years  l a t e r .  By 1812, t h e  p roper ty  appeared 
i n  the  t a x  books a s  Berry H i l l .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence sugges t s  t h a t  Wilson developed 

the proper ty ,  and t h a t  t h e  present  house was begun a t  t h a t  time. 
Wilson was dead by 1814 and i n  1819 Berry H i l l  passed t o  Robert Hai rs ton ,  t h e  1 brother-in-law o f  Wilson's daughter.  Hai rs ton  and h i s  widow owned t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  u n t i l  

, 1881 when i t  was bequeathed t o  a n i ece ,  Ruth Hairston,  the  great-granddaughter  o f  P e t e r  
Wilson. By 1898 Ruth Hairs ton  had married Albe r t  Varley Sims; t h e i r  descendants  con t inue  
t o  own t h e  farm. Berry H i l l  was apparent ly  a tenant  farm from t h e  time young Ruth 
Hairston,  who l i v e d  i n  nearby Henry County, i n h e r i t e d  i t  i n  1881. Ea r ly  i n  t h e  p resen t  ' century  i t  became a summer home f o r  t h e  Sims family and continued t o  s e r v e  a s  one u n t i l  

I 1966 when Robert V. Sims, t h e  p resen t  owner, i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p roper ty  and e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  
residence there .  
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emetery, gardens,  and s i g n i f i c a n t  ou tbu i ld ings .  Beginning a t  a  po in t  on SE s i d e  of Route 863, 
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(7)  
BOUNDARY JLiSTIFICATION 

The a r e a  included inco rpora t e s  t h e  house, i t s  immediate ya rd  and 
gardens, the  cemetery, and a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  and 
l i t t l e  e l s e .  

(10) 
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - 
then  about  650' N t o  SE s i d e  o f  863, then about 600' NE a long s a i d  s i d e  
t o  poin t  o f  o r i g i n .  
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(7) 
DESCRIPTION 

room t o  g ive  i t  v i s u a l  u n i t y ,  and a Federal- type mantel  modeled on the  p a r l o r  
mantel embell ishes the  p r o j e c t i n g  chimney b reas t .  It has an a r c h i t r a v e  surround 
and unsupported s h e l f  a s  i n  the  pa r lo r ,  and reeding on  t h e  surround and t h e  s h e l f  
An open-str ing s t a i r ,  probably da t ing  from t h e  1910 reworking, r i s e s  i n  the  
p o s i t i o n  of the  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  i n  the  former passage. 

I n  t h e  west room of  the  o r i g i n a l  wing i s  a mantel  c o n s i s t i n g  of an un- 
supported s h e l f  and an a r c h i t r a v e  surround with two recessed  panels  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  
Recessed panel wainscoting with a pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  i s  used i n  t h i s  room as  it 
is i n  t h e  sma l l e r  e a s t  room where, however, t he  mantel  i s  a l a t e r  Greek Revival 
one wi th  p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  and f r i e z e  and an unmolded s h e l f .  

The mid-nineteenth-century wing a l s o  has a p l a i n  Greek Revival  mantel wi th  
unembellished p i l a s t e r s  and f r i e z e ,  but t h i s  one r e t a i n s  o r i g i n a l  black-and-gold 
marbleizing.  I n  the  corner  r i s e s  an L-plan open s t r i n g  s t a i r  w i t h  a square 
newel, round b a n i s t e r ,  and two rec tangu la r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a t r ead .  The e x t e r i o r  
door is grained.  

The two l a r g e  rooms i n  the  1910 wing a r e  undecorated.  
Berry H i l l  possesses an unusual ly l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ou tbu i ld ings .  Forming 

a courtyard behind the  house a r e  (from e a s t  t o  wes t )  t h e  former k i tchen/ laundry ,  
a one-story frame bu i ld ing ,  t h r e e  bays wide, wi th  a c e n t r a l  b r i c k  chimney and 
a r e a r  lean-to;  t he  'lumber hi, ' a s i n g l e - s t o r y  frame bu i ld ing  wi th  one 
opening i n  each facade; t h e  smokehouse, a gable-roofed frame s t r u c t u r e  with an  
o f f - c e n t e r  door; and the  d a i r y ,  of the  same s i z e  and form as  t h e  smokehouse, 
except t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a band o f  S-shaped vents  a t  t h e  eaves  l e v e l  on the  f r o n t  
and the  r e a r .  

Behind these  t o  the  south a r e  a small  gable-roofed c a b i n  b u i l t  o f  square- 
notched logs ,  with a s tone  i n t e r i o r  end chimney and a new roof s t r u c t u r e .  Next 
t o  i t  i s  a chicken house of t h e  same s i z e  and form a s  t h e  smokehouse. It was 
no t  always a chicken house -- i t  once had a chimney--but i t  i s  i n  too  d i l a p i d a t e d  
a cond i t ion  to determine i t s  o r i g i n a l  funct ion.  

Southwest of t h e  house i s  a V-notched log s l a v e  house wi th  a s tone  end 
chimney a t  one end and a frame l e m - t o  a t  the  o the r .  Beyond i t  i s  a modern 
metal  equipment shed. 

To the  nor theas t  of the  house a r e  a twent ie th-century  frame bu i ld ing  and 
t h e  r u i n s  of a s tone  springhouse. Down t h e  h i l l  beyond t h e s e  a r e  (from west t o  
e a s t )  a square-notched log  c r i b  with a frame second s t o r y ,  a l a r g e  t r a n s v e r s e  
c r i b ,  a square-notched l s g  s t a b l e ,  a diamond-notched c r i b ,  a modern concre te  
block barnwhich replaces  a frame granary,  a twent ie th-century ,  square-notched 
log  shed, and a twentieth-century frame outhouse. 

There i s  a l a rge ,  walled garden with a n ine teenth-century  gazebo west o f  
t h e  house, and a family cemetery beyond t h a t .  

( see  Cont inuat ion  Sheet  ,#I) I 








