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L i t t l e  Cherrystone c o n s i s t s  of two major bu i ld ing  u n i t s  p lus  a t  l e a s t  two 
minor sec t ions .  The no r th  wing con ta ins  t h e  o l d e s t  po r t ion ,  which is a 
frame, one-story s t r u c t u r e .  This wing, obviously b u i l t  i n  two s e c t i o n s ,  
has a broad,  Flemish bond chimney wi th  random glazed headers  and a n  English 
bond foundat ion on t h e  e a s t  f r o n t .  At a  r i g h t  angle  t o  t h i s  wing and 
connected by a  narrow, two-story frame hyphen is a c i r c a  1800, two-story , 

b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  gable  roof and e x t e r i o r  end chimney. The b r i c k  is 
l a i d  i n  three-course American bond wi th  queen c l o s e r s .  The n ine -ove rn ine  
s a s h  windows have t h i n  F e d e r a l i s t  muntins, a r c h i t r a v e  framing and p l a s t e r  
f l a t  a r ches  wi th  double keystones. The f i n e  co rn ice  wi th  i t s  d e n t i l s ,  
mutules and g u t t a e  a r e  matched by t h e  arched ent rance  doorway on t h e  
e a s t  f r o n t  which uses p i l a s t e r s ,  strapwork and p ierced  d e t a i l i n g s .  The 
doorway is unfo r tuna te ly  i n  a  d e t e r i o r a t e d  condi t ion .  A west porch, which 
u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  a l s o  e x i s t e d  i n  a  d e t e r i o r a t e d  condi t ion ,  was removed and 
replaced by a frame wing. 

The i n t e r i o r s  i n  the  o r i g i n a l  wing a r e  extremely simple and r e f l e c t  a  l a t e r  
da t e .  The corner  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  two o r i g i n a l  e a s t  rooms and the  c losed  
s t a i r  have been blocked up. But it is i n  t h e  two rooms of the  c i r c a  1800 
b r i c k  s e c t i o n  where t h e  e x t e r i o r  woodwork s t y l e  i s  continued. The i n t e r i o r  
framing o f  t h e  o ld  en t r ance  doorway, now a window, matches t h e  e x t e r i o r  
a r c h  des ign ,  bu t  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  have been removed; a r c h i t r a v e  moldings frame 

e a l l  doors .  The south  room has a marbleized dado combined wi th  i m i t a t i o n  
a s h l a r .  The c h a i r  r a i l  has a  f r i e z e  of  a l t e r n a t i n g  reeded and f l u t e d  panel1 
The co rn ice  combines a  c a b l e  des ign  wi th  a  co rbe l  motif repeated from t h e  
e x t e r i o r  corn ice .  The mantel c o n s i s t s  of  twin turned co lonne t t e s  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  a  f r i e z e  o f  t h r e e  kunbursts  above, each o f  which 
swe l l s  gen t ly  outward i n  a  low convex curve. The marbleittng . i s  repeated 
around the  sunburs ts  and a t  e i t h e r  end o f  t h e  f r i e z e  a r e  sniall l a n c e t  ' h e d  
t abe rnac le s  . , 



- 

As a co l lec t ion  of t rad i t iona l  Virginia a rch i tec tura l  s t y l e s ,  L i t t l e  
Cherrystone is a valuable example, especially considering the pleasant 
contras t  of s i z e  and shape among the various uni ts .  Its f inely carved 
and painted woodwork, especially on the i n t e r io r ,  is exceptional not 
only for  the South Piedmont area but as  an example of provincial  Virginia 
design. 
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The old frame wing of L i t t l e  Cherrystone was c rob ably on the land when 
Col. Robert Wooding of Halifax gave to  Thomas H i l l  Wooding "a  arce el 
of land containing 200 acres of Pit tsylvania County on the draughts of 
Great Cherrystone Creek . . . I t  jus t  a f t e r  the l a t t e r  was married i n  1790. 
Thomas Wooding, who probably b u i l t  the brick addit ion,  was conrmander 
of h i s  home m i l i t i a  i n  Pi t tsylvania  i n  1806 and served i n  the House of - Delegates between 1799 and 1821. 
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