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Yates Tavern is a two-story frame bu i ld ing ,  covered wi th  weatherboards, 
which s t ands  on Route 29 j u s t  south  of  Gretna. It measures approximately 
16 f e e t  by 24 f e e t  f e a t u r i n g  a gable  roof and an e x t e r i o r  end chimney 
b u i l t  of  rubble  t o  t h e  weatherings wi th  a f ree-s tanding  b r i c k  s t a c k  and 
co rbe l l ed  cap. 

A four-over-four  window and a small  f o u r - l i g h t  window p i e r c e  t h e  sou th  s i d e ,  
and another  f o u r - l i g h t  s 4 s h . i ~  on t h e  no r th  s i d e .  The second f l o o r  i s  
l i g h t e d  on ly  by a smal l  window i n  each gable .  

The most s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  of  Yates Tavern i s  t h e  e igh t - inch  j e t t y  on each 
long s i d e  a t  secdnd-floor l e v e l .  It is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an o r i g i n a l  
f e a t u r e ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  seems t o  be t h e  r e s u l t  of a remodeling which placed 
a second s t o r y  upon t h e  e x i s t i n g  framing of  a box co rn ice .  

In  p lan ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  ha l l -and-par lor  Tidewater house 
wi th  opposed f r o n t  and r e a r  doors and a s t a i r  i n  one corner  of  t h e  l a r g e r  
e a s t  room. A door i n  t h e  gable  end of  t h e  west room may have replaced  an 
o r i g i n a l  end chimney. The s t o n e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  e a s t  room has a s l i g h t  
segmental-arched opening. The f i r s t - f l o o r  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  covered wi th  
beaded v e r t i c a l  shea th ing ,and t h e  second f l o o r ,  which is  open t o  t h e  roo f ,  
is sheathed wi th  h o r i z o n t a l  boarding. The second-f loor  j o i s t s  a r e  exposed 
from below. The ch ie f  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  c losed  winder s t a i r  wi th  
i t s  f i n e  th ree -ba t t en  dosr .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Yates Tavern i s  a  good example of an i n t e r n e d i a r y  s t a g e  i n  t h e  t r a n s -  
i t i o n  and t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  Tidewater ha l l -and-par lor  house form i n t o  
t h e  mountain bu i ld ing  forms of t h e  n ine teen th . cen tu ry .  I ts p lan ,  i t s  
chimney, and i t s  s t a i r  a l l  connect it wi th  both  t h e  seventeenth-century 
Tideivater house and t h e  n ine teenth-century  upland house. I n  add i t ion ,  
i t s  cu r ious  overhang is  a  reminder t h a t  i nd iv idua l  e c c e n t r i c i t y  does 
e n t e r  i n t o  seemingly monotonous vernacular  bui ld ing .  

It i s  not  c e r t a i n  when t h e  house was b u i l t ,  bu t  an o r d e r  of  t h e  P i t t -  
sy lvan ia  September Court of  1778 mentioning "Yate's Old House" may be 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  bui ld ing .  I n  1813, Stephen Yates was charged $8.50 
f o r  keeping a t ave rn  a t  h i s  house, and Samuel Yates (1776-1836),who is 
bur i ed  near  t h e  house, bought a  l i c e n s e  "to keep a  house of  pub l i c  en- 
te r ta inment  where he now res ides"  f o r  $1.67 i n  1818. 

Since t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  century ,  Yates Tavern has  been i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  Bennett  family.  M r s .  Nannie Bennet t  Cocke i s  t h e  p resen t  owner. 
Xes to ra t ion  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  dur ing  t h e  Bicentennia l  is contemplated. 
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