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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Yates Tavern is a two-story frame building, covered with weatherboards,
which stands on Route 29 just south of Gretna. It measures approximately
16 feet by 24 feet featuring a gable roof and an exterior end chimney
built of rubble to the weatherings with a free-standing brick stack and
corbelled cap.

A four-over-four window and a small four-light window pierce the south side,
and another four-light sash is on the north side. The second floor is
lighted only by a small window in each gable.

The most striking feature of Yates Tavern is the eight-inch jetty on each
long side at second-floor level. It is unlikely that this is an origimal
feature; rather, it seems to be the result of a remodeling which placed

a second story upon the existing framing of a box cornice.

In plan, the building is a traditional hall-and-parlor Tidewater house
with opposed front and rear doors and a stair in one corner of the larger
east room. A door in the gable end of the west room may have replaced an
original end chimney. The stone fireplace in the east room has a slight
segmental~arched opening, The first-floor interior walls are covered with
beaded vertical sheathing, and the second floor, which is open to the roof,
is sheathed with horizontal boarding. The second-floor joists are exposed
from below. The chief interior feature is the closed winder stair with
its fine three~batten dogr.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Yates Tavern is a good example of an intermediary stage in the trans-
ition and translation of the Tidewater hall-and-parlor house form into
the mountain building forms of the nineteenth-century. Its plan, its
chimney, and its stair all connect it with both the seventeenth-century
Tidewater house and the nineteenth-century upland house. In addition,
its curious overhang is a reminder that individual eccentricity does
enter into seemingly monotonous vernacular building.

It is not certain when the house was built, but an order of the Pitt-

sylvania September Court of 1778 mentioning "Yate's 0ld House' may be

referring to this building. In 1813, Stephen Yates was charged $8.50

for keeping a tavern at his house, and Samuel Yates (1776-1836), who is
buried near the house, bought a license "to keep a house of public en-
tertainment where he now resides" for $1.67 in 1818.

Since the early twentieth century, Yates Tavern has been in the hands

of the Bennett family. Mrs. Nannie Bennett Cocke is the present owner.
Restoration of the building during the Bicemtennial is contemplated.
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