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1. Name of Property

Historic name: Chatham Historic District

Other names/site number: DHR File #187-5001

2. Location

Sireet & number Main, Payne., Pruden, Reid, Whittle, Streets: Lanier Avenue; Court Place; Gilmer Drive
not for publication

City or town ___Chatham vicinity State Virginia Code
VA County_ Pittsylvania Code __ 143 Zip 24531

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. [
recommend that this property be considered significant __ nationally __ statewide X _locally. ( ___ See
continuation sheet for additigdal comments.)
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__ See continuation sheet.

— determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

___ other (explain):

Signature of Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_private
_X_ public-local
_X_ public-State
_X_ public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
___ building(s)
_X_ district
___ site
_.. structure
—._. object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

188 44 _ Buildings
2 Q0 Sites
0 8 Structures
1 0__ Obijects
191 52 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __4

Name of related muitiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) Virginia
Diners
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6, Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat:  Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling, Hotel
) I ra Busipess, Financial Institution,
Sogjal _Meeting Hall
Government Ci Q se, Pos
Religion Religious Facility.

Recreation and Culture Theater

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cai: Domestic  Sub: Single Dwellipng,
Commerce/Trade Business, Financial Institution

Social

Covernmenf_ . City Hall, Courthouse, Post Office

Religion Religioys Facility
Regcreation and Culture

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Early Classical Revival: Federal: High Victorian Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation _Brick, Concrete,
Roof Metal, Shingle
Walls Brick, Wood,

Other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation shects.)

_X_ See cantinuation sheet

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Reglster Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for

National Register listing)

A A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history,

— B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

2. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction,
D Property has yislded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
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Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

X __ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

— B removed from its original location.

———C abirthplace or a grave.

X D acemetery.

__E areconstructed building, object or structure.

_X__F acommemorative property.

—_ G less than 50 vears of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Commerce
Politics/G

Pertod of Significance
_1807-1950

Significant Dates
1807
~1813
1883

Significant Person (Complote if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affillation

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
_X_ See continuation sheet
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation

sheets.)
X _ See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

_X_ previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

__ designated a National Historic Landmark

__recorded by Historic American Buiidings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
___Other State agency

___Federal agency

__Local government

___ University

_X_ Other

Name of repository: Pittsylvania Public Library

19. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 95 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
117643110 4077540 217643170 4075540 3 17 642850 4075540
4 17 642680 4075800 5 17 642660 4076660 6 17 642960 4077420

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
X See continuation sheet B

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
X _ See continuation sheet
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Name/title Alison Stone Blanton, Architectural Historian

Organization __Hill Studio, P.C. date November 2000
Street & number 120 West Campbell Avenue telephone 540-342-5263
City or town ___ Roanoke state VA zip code 24011

Adgditional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPQ.)
Name __ See attached sheets

Street & number telephone

City or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being ccllected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
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benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.8.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form, Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,
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7. Summary Description:

The Chatham Historic District is located in the historic center of the Town of Chatham, the county
seat of Pittsylvania County. Located in Southside Virginia, Chatham is surrounded by a rolling,
agricultural terrain rich in tobacco production. The linear district is situated along Main Street
(Business Route 29), an historic north-south regional transportation route, known in the early 19"
century as the Pittsylvania-Lynchburg Turnpike. Established in 1777 as the county seat, the
courthouse was originally located to the west of the present courthouse at the Cherrystone Creek
Meeting House Spring. After a dispute over the location of the courthouse in 1807, the town was
laid out into 12 lots centering on Main Street and named Competition until {852 when the name was
changed to Chatham in honor of William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. The present Greek-Revival style
Pittsylvania Courthouse, a National Historic Landmark, was constructed in 1853 and stands along a
gentle curve in the street at the center of the district. One- and two-story brick commercial and
governemtal buildings dating to the late 19® and early- to mid-20™ century line Main Street on either
side of the courthouse. Beyond the commercial area to the north and south, Main Street becomes
residential with churches and schools as well. The approximately 95-acre district consists of 140
contributing primary resources and 21 non-contributing primary resources, including three properties
listed on the National Register and Virginia Landmark Register.

The district is composed of relatively-intact town blocks of government, commercial, residential,
religious and educational buildings and structures ranging in date from the early 19" Century to the
mid-20"™ Century. Buildings in the district represent a broad range of styles, including Federal,
Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Neoclassical, and Craftsman. The
district consists of a total of 245 resources, including 191 (78%) contributing resources and 54 (22%)
non-contributing resources. The 191 historic resources include 138 primary buildings, 50 secondary
buildings, two cemeteries, and one statue. The 52 non-historic resources include 21 primary
buildings, 23 secondary buildings, and eight secondary structures. Many of the predominately two-
story brick commercial buildings in the district retain their original first-floor storefronts and the
majority of the residential structures survive with little alteration. Thus the district maintains a high
tevel of historic integrity. The few non-contributing buildings in the district are those that maintain
little of their historic integrity and have been irreversibly altered or those built after 1950.
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Historic Development and Architectural Analysis
Colony to Nation (1750-1789)

The first court of present-day Pittsylvania County, established in 1777, was held at the Cherrystone
Creek Meeting House to t"2 west of the district. In 1782, the first courthouse was constructed to the
east on a hill overlooking the original location. This red brick structure with white columns stood
at the approximate site of the present Chatham Clerk’s Office and Judge Tredway House, 16
Court Place (187-5001-0160) and served the county for nearly 70 years. The Tunstall-Hargrave
House, 7 Court Place (187-5001-0158), perhaps the oldest building in the Chatham Historic
District, survives from this early courthouse settlement period. The core of the present building was
built in 1782 as the home of Richard Johnson, who donated land for the courthouse. After numerous
alterations over the years, including a wraparound Victorian porch, the house has been restored to
its simple Colonial appearance with its symmetrical design and full-height portico.

Early National Period (1789-1830)

This period marked a shift in the development of the town from the area overlocking Cherrystone
Creek Bottom (present-day Court Place and Whittle Street) to Main Street. After a controversy over
the location of the 1782 courthouse, the General Assembly declared the location valid and directed
that eight acres south and east of the courthouse be laid out into a grid system of 12 lots centering
on present-day Main Street, an early stagecoach road. The town was to be called Competition, in
reference to the dispute. The Chatham Clerk’s Office (187-5001-0160), located behind the Judge
Tredway House at 16 Court Place, was constructed in 1813 and survives in part to represent the early
courthouse complex. The majority of the building has been reconstructed from original plans. It now
houses a small museum with Revolutionary and Civil War artifacts.

Antebellum Period (1830-1860)

By 1840 Pittsylvania County ranked second to Henrico County in population figures with 26,398
inhabitants and this growth is reflected in the development of the town of Competition, which was
renamed Chatham in 1852. Main Street continued to be the primary thoroughfare and several
taverns and stores located along this early roadway. Although none of these early 19" century
commercial establishments survive, the pattern of development along Main Street they established
is still evident today. Most significant to the development of the town was the construction in 1853
of the new Pittsylvania Courthouse, 1 North Main Street (187-5001-0092). Designed by L.A.
Shumaker, it combines the classical form and detailing of the traditional Greek-Revival style with
the newly-popular Italianate style in the addition of a cupola. Sitting high on a raised basement,
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this one-story brick building with Doric portico continues as an architectural landmark and
centerpiece to the town and the historic district.

Several large residences were established during this period on the outskirts of the town limits,
These houses were located on large tracts of land that related more to the topography than to the grid
system of the new town. Rural rather than urban in character, these dwellings were surrounded by a
number of dependencies as well as open fields for pasture. The Oaks (187-5001-0118) was built in
1832 by Dr. Robert Coles at 215 Gilmer Drive, just off Main Street. T his three-bay, two-story frame
structure is simple in design with a central-passage, single-pile plan, side-gable roof and exterior end
chimneys. The projecting central bay and full-width porch are later modifications. In 1845, Coles
sold the house to George Gilmer, a Chatham lawyer, for whom the street is named. Directly across
Main Street stands the 1840s Dr. Richard White House, 216 North Main Street (187-5001-0011),
home of a colleague of Dr. Coles. This frame house, which is similar in siting to The Qaks,
originally consisted of the two east bays with the side gable roof and exterior end chimney. Most
notable about this property is the survival of a log kitchen located directly behind the main house.
The 1840s Dr. Richard White Kitchen, 228 North Main Street (187-5001-0010) stands on a
separate lot now with a 1930s residence facing onto Main Street.

At the southern end of town stands Morea, 42 Franklin Place (187-5001-0061), constructed in 1837
as Oak Hall by the architect and merchant John Poindexter. This two-story, five-bay, Federal-style
dwelling has been restored to its original appearance with the side-gable roof with modillioned
cornice and pedimented entry porch. A number of contributing buildings surround the main house,
including a one-and-a-half story frame school and office building, a chicken coop, and a springhouse.

The 1835 Hugh Welr House, 25 Lanier Avenue (187-5001-0129) is the only brick residence from
the early 1800s. This two-story, three-bay dwelling features typical Federal-style elements, including
six-over-nine sash windows, elliptical fanlight transom over the door, and ocular windows in the
gable ends, Situated sideways to Lanier Avenue, the house originally fronted North Main Street with
extensive front gardens.

Two residences on Reid Street dating from the 1850s illustrate the popularity of the Greek-Revival
and the Gothic-Revival styles in domestic design. The Rison-Hairston House, 235 Reld Street
(187-5001-0153) stands as a good example of the Greek-Revival style with temple-front portico and
simple rectangular transom and sidelights surrounding the double-leaf entrance. The Fairytale
Cottage, 125 Reid Street (187-5001-0154) was constructed in 1851 by Chatham Hall professor
Griffin D. Neal as a wedding present for his bride (Clement 1957:21). This excellent example of the
Carpenter Gothic style features steeply pitched, gabled dormers with decorative vergeboards.
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Reconstruction and Growth (1865-1914)

Following the Civil War, the town of Chatham was incorporated in 1874 and its boundaries extended
three quarters of a mile from the courthouse in all directions. With the completion of the Virginia
Midland Railroad to Chatham in the 1870s, Chatham became a transport station for the valuable
agricultural products of the region. With this boost to the economy spurred by the railroad, the
commercial district of Chatham began to grow. Of the 161 primary buildings in the district, 43%
were constructed during this period.

The commercial buildings, which continued to line Main Street on either side of the courthouse, are
typically two stories in height and of brick construction. The Planter’s Bank/Shepherd’s Store,
10 North Main Street (187-5001-0031) and Whitehead’s Store, 11 Sout Main Street (187-5001-
0090), both built at the turn of the century, are good examples of the typical two-story, three-bay
form with a central, recessed entrance and decorative wood cornice at the storefront and parapet.
The central, round-arched element of the parapet at the Planter’s Bank helps to distinguish it from
the other commercial buildings and is echoed in the round-arched windows and the arcade at street
level. The angled stone piers and recessed storefront accentuate the curviture of the road at this point
on Main Street. Larger commercial buildings from this period include two storefronts flanking a
central entrance to the upper floors. The ca. 1895 Commercial Building, 20-24 North Main Street
(187-5001-0028) maintains the segmental-arched windows and corbelled brick cornice that were
typical of late-19™ century commercial buildings. The Thompson’s Drug and Haberdashy
Building, 14-16 North Main Street, (187-5001-0029) , with its simple cornice, recessed panels, and
square-headed sash windows, is a slightly more modernized commercial building from the same
period.

Four of the six churches in the district date to this period of Chatham’s development. Three of these
churches were established in the first half of the 19" century, with the new buildings constructed to
house larger congregations. Corinth Christian Church, 135 Reid Street (187-5001-0151) was
constructed for an early black congregation formed after the Civil War. All four of these
ecclesiastical structures are designed in the Gothic-Revival style and feature the simple rectangular
nave plan with gable front and corner tower or belfry. Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 66 North
Main Street (187-5001-0022), was constructed in 1881 to replace the earlier 1844 church on the
same site. This yellow brick church is designed in the Gothic-Revival style with a steep gabled roof
echoed in the gabled belfry and corner buttress. The building features a cross-gable with apse at the
rear and a tripartite, stained-glass Tiffany window on the front fagcade. The 1886 Chatham
Presbyterian Church, 128 North Main Street (187-5001-0016), presents a different interpretation
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of the Gothic-Revival style with its jerkin-head roof, pyramidal belfry, and corbelled brickwork at
the cornices. A one-story, polygonal addition was constructed on the north side in 1987. The
Chatham Baptist Church, 12 Court Place (187-5001-0159) was constructed in 1889 with funds
and land donated by the Hargrave family. This two-story brick church is an example of the
Perpindicular Gothic-Revival style with its buttressed walls and soaring spire atop the belfry. A
Sunday schooi \ i1g was added to the rear of the church in the early 20™ century and a large new
fellowship hall has been added recently. The Corinth Christian Church, 135 Reid Street (187-
5001-0151) was constructed for an African-American population soon after the Civil War. This
small frame church, which has been covered with brick veneer, was also designed in the popular
Gothic-Revival style with its pointed-arch windows and doors and the two crenellated comer towers.

The majority of the buildings in the district dating from this period are domestic. The dominant style
of the period is the Queen-Anne style and the majority of the buildings are of frame construction.
A notable exception to this popular trend is the 1874 Laird-Whitehead House, 335 South Main
Street (187-5001-0064), with its symmetrical design in the late Greek-Revival style. The
Neoclassical portico with colossal Ionic columns was added in 1910.

Several high-style examples of the Queen-Anne style can be seen in the residences along Main and
Reid streets. The largest and most elaborate of these resources is the 1870s Scruggs House (187-
5001-0156) on Reid Street. This expansive frame dwelling is two-and-a-half stories with an
intersecting hip-and-gable roof with chimney pots and a central tower with integral porch.
Pedimented gables and dormers feature Palladian windows with diamond-patterned lights. The nine-
bay wraparound porch extends across the front with a pedimented entry bay and a corner turret. A
spindlework frieze and turned balustrade detail this porch as well as an integral porch on the second
story. The ca. 1880s Hunt-Hodgins House, 124 North Main Street (187-5001-0017), features
cornice brackets and a polygonal bay with an open porch on the second story. A number of the
Queen-Anne style dwellings of the period feature comer turrets, such as the ca, 1890s House, 22
Whittle Street (187-5001-0161) and the ca. 1900 M.C. Plaster House, 301 South Main Street
(187-5001-0067) with its bell-shaped turret. The turret form is also found at the corners of
wraparound porches, as in the ca. 1900 Asa Hodnett House, 237 South Main Street (187-5001-
0068).

An excellent example of the Queen-Anne style is the Canada-Melton House, 270 North Main
Street (187-5001-0002) at the northern end of this district. This ca. 1875 frame dwelling features
many of the typical Queen-Anne style elements such as the stepped fagade with intersecting hip-and-
gable roof, polygonal bays, and the curved wraparound porch with spindlework frieze, turned
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columns, scrollsawn brackets, and turned balustrade. The windows feature tracery in the upper
sashes. Colonial-Revival influences on this design include the pedimented gables with tripartite
windows and the denticulated cornice. The Judge Coles House/The Columns, 214 South Main
Street (187-5001-0054), built in 1897, also represents the transition from the Queen Anne to the
Colonial-Revival style as its complex form with various rooflines, polygonal bays, and wraparound
porch is detailed with pedimented gables, lonic columns, a modillioned cornice, and an elliptical
fanlight. A simpler version of this transitional style can be seen in the House, 21 Lanier Street
(187-5001-0130). This modest, two-story frame dwelling features a stepped facade with
intersecting-gable roof, molded cornice, and gable returns.

A number of one-story Queen-Anne style dwellings are also found throughout the district. One of
the simpler examples is the one-story cottage form with hip roof at the Henry Bolanz House, 65
North Main Street (187-5001-0099). A spindle work frieze and turned columns and balustrade
detail the three-bay porch that extends across the front. More typical is the one-story, “L”-shaped
dwelling with intersecting-gable roof, such as the ca. 1890s Bess Tredway House, 26 Whittle
Street (187-5001-0162), with Queen-Anne style detailing in the porch. Polygonal bays are added
to this form in the two turn-of-the-century examples of the Sours Rental Cottage #1, 245 North
Main Street (187-5001-0113) and the Sours Rental Cottage #2, 253 North Main Street (187-
5001-0114). The inherent variety of the Queen-Anne style can be seen in the subtle differences of
these two adjacent dwellings. '

World War I — World War 11 (1914-1945)

The population boom Chatham experienced in the first two decades of the 20th century resulted
in a marked growth in the town with the number of developed lots doubling during this period.
With this growth, the town’s infrastructure improved as well with the construction of two new
governmental buildings and two schools. The post office was given a permanent home with the
construction of the simple, one-story Colonial-Revival style United States Post Office, 31
South Main Street (187-5001-0083) in the 1930s with its WPA mural on the interior. The
large, two-story brick Moses Building, 11 North Main Street (187-5001-0093), attests to the
growth of the local government as it provided expanded space for town and county offices.
Classical-Revival detailing in the projecting end bays with corner quoins and deep attic cornice
help to minimize the expanse of the building.

The construction of two new schools during this period reflects the growth of the town as well as
the progress in educational facilities throughout the state in the early 20™ century. The 1924
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Chatham High School (187-5001-0139) on Pruden Street is a mixture of early 20" century
stylistic influences combined with the typical school design details such as a recessed entry,
broad expanses of windows, and solid brick walls. Classical detailing is seen in the arched
entrance and the raised attic level for the auditorium space. The influence of the Colonial-
Revival style is more straightforward in the 1925 Chatham Elementary School, 319-323 South
Main Street (187-5001-0065), with its two-story, rectangular brick form and side gable roof
with dormers and gabled parapet at the ends of the central block. A classic broken pediment
surrounds the main entrance. The library building, which is now attached by a covered walkway,
is also an excellent example of the Colonial-Revival style with its one-and-one-halif story brick
form with brick comer quoins and gabled roof with dormers, exterior end chimneys, and classical
cornice with modillions.

The majority of the commercial buildings in the district date from this period of growth. Three
banks were constructed along Main Street in the 1920s prior to the Depression. These prominent
buildings, two of which are located on corners adjacent to the Courthouse, are all designed in the
Classical-Revival style. The Planters Bank and Trust, 2-4 North Main Street (187-5001-
0033), and the Chatham Savings Bank, 1-9 South Main Street (187-5001-0091) both feature a
temple front with a recessed entry topped by a pedimented gable with modillions and a simple
entablature supported by pilasters and columns. Although it lacks the temple front with
pedimented gable, the First National Bank, 25 South Main Street (187-5001-0085) is similar
with its recessed entrance and classical stone entablature supported by brick pilasters. Other
commercial buildings designed in the Colonial-Revival style include the ca. 1915 Elliott’s
Hardware Store, 21 South Main Street (187-5001-0086), and the ca. 1925 Overby’s
Hardware, 18 South Main Street (187-5001-0039). These two-story brick buildings feature a
modillioned cornice and brick quoins. Keystones top the arched and square-headed windows.
Two prominent Colonial-Revival style buildings with commercial space on the ground floor
include the ca. 1900 Masonic Temple, 61 North Main Street (187-5001-0098) and the ca. 1925
Collie Hotel/'William Pitt Hotel, 27 South Main Street (187-5001-0084).

The Commercial style also influenced buildings in the district during this period. This simple,
straightforward design as seen in the Whitehead’s General Store/Movie Theater, 24-26 South
Main Street (187-5001-0041), relies on corbelled brickwork to detail the utilitarian fagade rather
than stylistic references. Another more utilitarian commercial building is the 1920s Chatham
Knitting Mill, 119 South Main Street (187-5001-0078), with its simple rectangular form with
gable roof, numerous windows on all elevations to provide light, and wide loading door. This is
the only industrial building in the district.
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The rise of the automobile in the first half of the 20" century introduced three new building types
that are represented in the district: the automobile dealer, the service station, and the streetcar
diner. The Gammon Motor Company, 115 South Main Street (187-5001-0079) was
constructed in 1923 as an Oldsmobile, Essex, Hudson, and Republic Trucks dealership. This
building, which originally featured a molded cornice and two-over-two wood sash windows, has
been extensively remodeled with the cornice removed and the windows replaced with two banks
of metal sash windows. The building continues to be used as an automobile repair shop and
retains its characteristic porte-cochere across the front. The ca. 1930 Hunt Moter Company, 30
South Main Street (187-5001-0043), is another early car dealership. The Sours Garage, 301
North Main Street (187-5001-0116), constructed in the 1920s at the northern end of the district,
is an excellent surviving example of an early service station. This trapezoid-shaped building
takes full advantage of its location on the diagonal intersection of two streets with a porte-
cochere extending across the front to provide easy access from both directions. This intact
building features exposed rafters and original wood storefronts with painted signage advertising
the automobile services as well as grocery items offered for sale,

Two of the most notable resources in the district from this period are two ca. 1920s streetcars that
were converted to diners in the 1940s after the demise of the street railway systems throughout
the country. The ca. 1923-1927 Bill’s Diner/Streetcar Named Desire, 1 Depot Street (187-
5001-0044) originally provided streetcar service in Reidsville, North Carolina before that service
was discontinued and the single-track car was converted to a diner in 1938 by William Lewis
Fretwell. The ca. 1920s Burnett’s Diner/Main Street Café, 19 South Main Street (187-5001-
0087), was originally built as a double-truck streetcar by the Perley A. Thomas Car Company of
High Point, North Carolina and served as the Danville Traction and Power Company Car No. 66
until its retirement ca, 1939. The Burnett brothers purchased the streetcar and converted itto a
diner in the 1940s, These sleek, utilitarian structures were similar in design to the prefabricated
lunch wagons of the 1920s and offered an inexpensive alternative for semi-mobile restaurants
during the Depression era. Both of these streetcars are listed on the Virginia Landmark Register
and the National Register.

While much of the new growth during this period occurred in the commercial sector of the
district, a total of 23 domestic buildings were constructed in the period between 1917 and 1945.
As with the commercial buildings, the Colonial-Revival style was the most popular for new
residences. The ca. 1920 Overby House, 144 North Main Street (187-5001-0013) is a typical
two-story, three-bay frame example of a Colonial-Revival style dwelling with dormered hip roof
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and full-width porch with pedimented entry bay. The ca. 1925 Coles-Fitzgerald House, 121
North Main Street (187-5001-0105), is a more formal interpretation of the style with broken-
pediment door surround and leaded glass transom and sidelights. The House, 230 South Main
Street (187-5001-0056) illustrates the Craftsman influence on the Colonial-Revival style with
wide eaves supported by paired brackets combined with the symmetrical, hip roof form with
pedimented entry porch. While not predominant, a few Craftsman-style bungalows exist in the
district, The ca. 1925 Dave Jefferson House, 209 South Main Street (187-5001-0072) is an
excellent example of this mid-20™ century domestic style.

Only one church in the district dates to this period, the Chatham Christian Church, 135 South
Main Street (187-5001-0076). This church was established in 1847 and the present structure is
the third church on the site. This simple, rectangular brick church with gable roof is Jacobean in
style with the stepped parapet, sandstone detailing, and grouped windows.

The New Dominion (194%5.present)

Only two contributing buildings in the district date from this period and both structures illustrate the
use of new materials in the mid-20" century. The ca. 1945 Movle Theater, Pruden Street (187-
5001-0138) utilizes a Quansant hut for its main body. A concrete-block fagade with stylized end
pilasters has been constructed at the front entrance. A curved retaining wall at the entrance steps
accentuates the curved form of the Quansant hut. The ca. 1950 Beauty Plaza, 25 Pruden Street
(187-5001-0143) features a two-toned, glazed brick fagade that is unique to the district.














































































































































































