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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Belnenn~s, s e t  on a r o l l i n g  t r a c t  of farmland i n  Pawhatan County, i s  a th ree -pa r t  

f rans hmse b u i l t  s h o r t l y  be fo re  1799, added t o  i n  t h e  1820s,and f u r t h e r  en larged  i n  t h e  
20th  century .  The o r i g i n a l  house, now t h e  f r o n t  po r t ion ,  c o n s i s t s  of  a c e n t r a l  two-story,  
three-bay element w i t h  f l ank ing  one-s tory ,  one-bay wings. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  4 / 4  
sash  (probably 1820s r e p l a c e ~ e n t s  o f  o r i g i n a l  9 /9  sa sh ,  one of which is reused i n  t h e  
house) wi th  616 s a s h  g l a z i n g  t h e  second s t o r y .  A l l  of  t h e  windows a r e  enfraned by louvred 
b l inds .  The main b lock ' s  f u l l - l e n g t h ,  one-s tory  parch, w i th  i t s  f o u r  Tuscan columns and 
l a t t i c e  b a l u s t r a d e ,  is an e a r l y  20th-century replacement of an e a r l i e r  f u l l - l e n g t h  porch 
supported o n t h i n ,  octagonal  Greek D ~ r i c  p i e r s  and embellished w i t h ' a  b l ind  parapet .  (The 
ex i s t ence  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  by a l a t e  19th-century photograph i n  t h e  owners' 
p ~ s s e s s i o n ) .  Brick,  s e m i - i n t e r i o r  end chimneys se rve  both  t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  and i t s  
wings. The l a t t e r  a r e  covered wi th  gab le  r o o f s ,  whi le  t h e  fonner has a hipped roof  topped 
by a remarkable pyranida l  f i n i a l  w i t h  a con ica l  peak. A l l  t h r e e  p a r t s  have modi l l ion  co r -  
n i ces  and a r e  now covered wi th  s tandiw-seam shee t  metal which r ep laces  t h e  round-butt  
sh ing le s  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  o l d  photograph. The whole i s d e t  upon a c e l l a r  b u i l e  of  b r i c k  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  rodded j o i n t s  and i s  covered wi th  e a r l y  20th-century Gerinan 
s i d i n g .  

Addit ions t o  t h e  house inc lude  e a r l y  19th-century (probably 1820s) l ean - to  e l l s  a t  
the  r e a r  of  the  w i n g s ,  a 20th-century porch a t  t h e  west end of t h e  west wing, a s m a l l  20th- 
century  room o f f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of  t h e  e a s t  wing l ean - to  and,  most important ,  an 
enoriaous two-story frame e l l  a t  t h e  r e a r .  m e  l a t t e r  i s  roughly squa re  i n  p l an  and i s  
covered w i t h  Ger~nan s i d i n g  and a loiu hipped roof wi th  a modi l l ion  co rn ice .  Three bays of 
l a r g e  616 windows p ie rce  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  w i t h  fou r  bays o f  sma l l e r  6/6 sash  on t h e  second. 
A two-level porch w i t h  square  p i e r s  s h e l t e r s  t h e  no r th  and e a s t  s i d e s  of  t h i s  e l l .  

The p lan  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  Ee~,e;~.rwl:s d.s .ve~gr s.iw$e: t h e r e  is a s i n g l e  
room i n  each s e c t i o n .  There is, i n  add i t ion ,  one room i n  each of t h e  two e a r l y  19th-cen- 
t u r y  l ean - tos .  The l a t t e r  formerly f lanked a r e a r  porch, which i s  now a hyphen passage 
conta in ing  t h e  main s t a i r  and connect ing t h e  main block t o  t h e  e l l ,  i n  which. there a r e  
f  our  rooms. 

The c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  main block i s  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e .  Enci rc led  by a 
molded wood co rn ice  and a pedes t a l  c h a i r  r a i l ,  t h e  room is heated by a f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  
e a s t  chimney b r e a s t .  This chimney b r e a s t  is  enframed by a n  e l a b o r a t e l y  carved chimney- 
p e i c e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a bo lec t ion  surround suppor t ing  t a l l  s top -$ lu ted  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks 
wi th  t h r e e  be l l - f lowers  each and a s h e l f  broken o u t  over  t h e  blocks and enriched wi th  a 
double row of  d e n t i l s .  Over t h i s  is a c r o s s e t t e d  ovennantel panel surrounded by a n  appl ied  
gu i l loche .  The whole i s  enfraned by a p a i r  of  s t o p - f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on 
high bases and suppor t ing  a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  t r i g l y p h s  i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  double d e n t i l s  
i n  t h e  corn ice ,  and wall-of-Troy f r e t t i n g  i n  t h e  rak ing  moldings of i t s  t r i a n g u l a r  pediment 
The west chimney b r e a s t  conta ins  a n  o r i g i n a l  c l o s e t  and i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a n  awkward manner 
intended t o  make i t  a near  r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h e  e a s t  chimney p iece .  The Ro.nan b r i c  p i l a s t e r s  
w i t h  t h e i r  pediment a r e  r e t a i n e d ,  a s  is t h e  bo lec t ion  surround t o  a non-existent  f i r e p l a c e  
opening. The cupboard, w i t h  i t s  double e i g h t - l i g h t  g lazed  doors,  rests on t h e  surmudc! 
and p ro jec t s  i n t o  t h e  c r o s s e t t e d  panel ,  which has an e x t r a  l a t e r a l  jog i n  i ts  s t i l e  molding 
t o  accomnodate t h e  width  of  t h e  cupboard. The guiUocha molding is c a r r i e d  aroand t h r e e  
s i d e s  of t h e  panel b u t ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  cupboard, drops i n  a double s t r a n d  t o  t h e  top  
of  t h e  bo lec t ion  surround.  The double three-panel  f r o n t  and r e a r  doors o f  t h i s  room have 
a r c h i t r a v e  f r a a e s  surnnunted by f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e s  and pediments s i m i l a r  t o  those on t h e  
chimney b r e a s t s .  

E?e e a s t  wing is decorated wi th  a double-beaded chairboard  roba ably i n s t a l l e d  i n  
t h e  1820s and by a n  appa ren t ly  o r i g i n a l  Federa l  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of  reeded Roman D ~ r i c  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #I) 
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SPECIFIC DATES Late 18th  cen tu ry  BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE , , 

S i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  Piedaont farmland of  Pavhatan.County, Belnemus i s  
an impssing l a t e  18th-centur; p l a n t a t i o a  hosse oi outs tanding  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
The th ree -pa r t  "Pal ladian" plan, t h e  hipped roof wi th  i t s  unicpe t i n i a l ,  and t h e  master-  
f u l l y  executed though p r o v i n c i a l l y  designed chimney b r e a s t s  a l l  conbine t o  make Belnemus 
one of V i r g i n i a ' s  fo reaos t  Late Georgian houses. Fu r the r  i n t e r e s t  is added by t h e  unusual 
v a r i e t y  o r  su rv iv ing  a ~ t b u i l d i n g s  and p s r t i c u l a r l y  by t h e  r a r e  mid-19th century  tobacco 
barn .  

~ e l n e m u s  was b u i l t  so i e t ime  b e t o r e ' l 7 9 9  by  axes ~ l a r k e ;  Clarke plrchased 192 
ac res  of land from Colonel William Mayo and h i s  w i t e  i n  1783, adding 1 1  more a c r e s  t r o n  the 
sane g ran to r  i n  1 /91 .  This is  t h e  t r a c t  upon which Belnenus s t a n d s .  I n  1799 t h e  osner  

took o a t  an insurance  p l i c y  with the  X ~ t u a l  Assurance Soc ie ty .  This document descr ibed  
the h m s e  a s  i t  is  nsw--with a  c e n t r a l  block 30 f e e t  by 22 f e e t ,  f lanked by two 16- toot -  
square wings. The hsuse was valued a t  $2250. I n  1805 t h e  sane house, w i th  t h e  dimensions 

I l e s s  a c c u r a t e l y  l i s t e d  a s  30  by 24 f e e t ,  was insured f o r  $3000 i n  a  r e v a l u a t i o n  ot t h e  
 ole county. 

Clarke d ied  i n  1x31, l eav ing  a  s a b s t a n t i a l  e s t a t e  valued a t  over  $6000 and 
including s e v e r a l  v e h i c l e s ,  mapping eq*Jipnent, 16 s l a v e s  and "1 f i d d l e  and bsw." Clarke 

l e f t  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  four  of  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  but l i t i g a t i o n  prevented i ts  d i s p o s i t i o n  f o r  23 
yea r s .  F i n i a l l y  i n  1854, the  480-acre t r a c t  was s o l d  by a court-app3inted coulinissioner t o  
a  George X. Moody, who s o l d  i t  a  year  l a t e r  t o  Pleasant  Finch (d. 1859). F inch ' s  family 
h e i r s  odned BeLnemiis.unti1 t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century ,  when i t  became t h e  property of  the  
Valent ine f a n i l y .  It  was th-. Valentlnea who remadeled the  house t o  i t s  present  appearance. 
The c u r r e n t  owners, M r .  and Xrs. Wayne Plunket t ,  have held the  house t o r  t i v e  yea r s .  
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VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRlPTlON Beginning a t  a point  1100' N of U.S. Route 60 and 8300' W of 
I the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  Route 684 and U . S .  Route 60; thence extending  600' E,S of  the 

pand; thence extending 400' ESE; thence extending approximately 1000' SSW across  p r i v a t e  
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - X STATE- LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate -property for inclusjo" in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 



Farm No 1 0 ~ 3 0 0 a  
lHev 10741 

uNnEr) STATES L ) I I P A K Y X I ~ : . N ~ O ~  'I t ~ t  I ~ T ~ . R I U K  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECEIVED 
. , 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Eelnemus , Porvhatan County, V i rg in ia  

CONTINUATION SHEET #l ITEM NUMBER 6 & 7 PAGE 1 

6) .  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTiiJG S U m  

(2). H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1958 Federal  
Library  of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

(3). V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comnission Survey 
1967, 1973, 1978 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Connission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  recessed-panel e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a molded s h e l f  broken 
over t h e  blocks and t h e  reeded c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  i n  an odd manner. Over the  door t o  the  
lean- to  room is an  e a r l y  19th-century,  n i n e - l i g h t  s a s h  which may have been used i n  
t h a t  spo t  when t h e  opening was a  window and which may, t h e r e f o r e ,  provide a c l u e  t o  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s a s h  type used on the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The west wing has a pedes ta l  c h a i r  
r a i h  da t ing  from t h e  1820s a s  we l l  a s  a Greek Revival mantel i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
20th  century  a s  a  replacement f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  An o ld  photograph d e p i c t s  t h e  mantel 
a s  being s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a s t  wing except t h a t  t h e  surround was t r e a t e d  wi th  a  
d e l i c a t e l y  carved grapevine. The o r i g i n a l  s t a i r s  i n  Belnemls were loca ted  i n  t h e  
nor tkdes t  and n o r t h e a s t  corners  of t h e  e a s t  and west wings, r e spec t ive ly .  These 
stairs were removed i n  t h e  1930s, and access  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  is now by means of 
a  turn-of- the-century  stair i n  t h e  r e a r  hyphen. 

No o t h e r  decora t ion  of note  survives  i n  t h e  house, except  f o r  a mantel i n  the  
rear e l l .  Renoved from a house i n  an adjacent  codnty, t h i s  e a r l y  19th-century p iece  
has s y m e t r i c a l l y  molded p i l a s t e r s  support ing en tab la tu re  blocks w i t h  appl ied  urns  
and a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  w i th  quadrant fans  i n  t h e  co rne r s  and wi th  an  eag le  c lu tch ing  a 
s h i e l d ,  an  o l i v e  branch, and a c l u s t e r  of arrows i n  t h e  cen te r .  

The basement has a  s i n g l e  room i n  each s e c t i o n .  Of outs tanding i n t e r e s t  is  
t h e  cooking f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  west chimney of t h e  c e n t r a l  block;  it i s  accompanied by 
a bake oven, an extremely r a r e  su rv iva l  i n  e a s t e r n  Virg in ia .  

Severa l  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive  a t  Belneaus. Flanking t h e  h x s e  f o r t y  f e e t  
f ro= each end a r e  t h e  snokehouse and t h e  d a i r y .  Both a r e  square  pyramidal-roofed 
f r a n e  bui ld ings  w i t h  con ica l  f i n i a l s ,  and both have been re-@overed w i t h  p l a i n  
weatherboards. The i n t e r i o r  of the  d a i r y  has been reworked a s  we l l .  The f la t -seam 
shee t  metal  roo f s  on t h e  two mid-19th-century ba i ld ings  may be o r i g i n a l .  

Northeast  of t h e  house is  a s n a l l  frame b ~ i l d i n g  wi th  a gab le  roof.  It was 
b g i l t  a t  t he  t u r n  of the  century  t o  house the  equipnent necessary t o  l i g h t  Bslnenus 

(See C o n t i m a t  ion  Shset 82 )  






