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7. DESCRtPTfON 
(Check One) 

' ~ o dCONDITION 
-- F a ~ r  Oateroomted 0 Rmns 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) (Check One) 

The f o c a l  po in t  of Norwood P lan ta t ion  i s  i t s  s t a t e l y  dwell ing house, a two-
s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  surrounded by an informally landscaped park. An im-
pres s ive  v i s t a  focusing on t h e  house 's  south  f r o n t  is  obta ined  through t h e  
park from Powhatan County Route 711, o l d  James River Road connecting t h e  
p l a n t a t i o n s  l i n i n g  t h e  south  bank of t h e  Upper James. The no r th  f r o n t  of 
t h e  house commands a panoramic view of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ' s  broad pas tures  which 
s t r e t c h  down t o  t h e  r i v e r .  Terminating t h e  view t o  t h e  no r th  a r e  the  r o l l i n :  
h i l l s  of Goochland County. 

~1ter .d  ~n01ter.d 

The no r the rn  corners  of t h e  park a r e  defined by two dependencies,  both of 
them one-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  covered by shallow hipped roofs .  The west-
e r n  bu i ld ing  i s  an o f f i c e ;  t h e  e a s t e r n  one i s  a much-deteriorated p l a n t a t i o n  
k i tchen .  J u s t  t o  t h e  no r th  of t h e  k i t chen  is  a frame privy.  

n ~ o v e d  8 00lipin.I Site 

The main house was b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  e igh teen th  century  and was cons iderabl j  
en larged  and remodeled i n  1835. The o r i g i n a l  co re  i s  two s t o r i e s  on a high 
basement wi th  a five-bay facade and a s i n g l e - p i l e  plan.  The whole i s  l a i d  
i n  very  even Flemish bond wi th  gauged-brick jack arches over  a l l  of the  
windows. An i n t e r i o r  chimney i s  a t  e i t h e r  end. A fancy,  p rov inc ia l  Adam-
s t y l e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  s e t s  o f f  the  south  entrance.  It c o n s i s t s  of 
f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  support ing an e n t a b l a t u r e  ornamented with a c e n t r a l  f l u t e d  
p a t e r a  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  and an H-fret  i n  the  corn ice .  The f r o n t i s p i e c e  da te s  
from t h e  1835 remodeling, but  i t s  s h e l t e r i n g  porch wi th  i t s  coupled Ion ic  
columns, marble paving, and g r a n i t e  s t e p s  i s  apparent ly  a micbor l a t e  nine-
teenth-century  replacement of an e a r l i e r  porch. The no r th  porch appears t o  
belong t o  t h e  1835 per iod  and has been somewhat d i s f igu red  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  
of  crude extens ions  t o  e i t h e r  s ide .  

O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) ~ n v s l c * ~A P P E A R A N C E  I 

Any e ighteenth-century  t r im  i n  t h e  house's i n t e r i o r  apparent ly  was removed 
i n  t h e  1835 remodeling s ince  a l l  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  woodwork i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
e a r l y  n ine teen th  century  i n  cha rac te r .  Outstanding among t h e  i n t e r i o r  
f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  p rov inc ia l  Adam-style mantels  i n  t h e  p a r l o r ,  
d in ing  room, and t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  bedroom i n  t h e  west wing. The t h r e e  mantel 
a r e  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  and c o n s i s t  of  coupled columns suppor t ing  a deep entab-
l a t u r e .  Each f r i e z e  i s  ornamented wi th  a c e n t r a l  f l u t e d  pa te ra  and flanking 
f l u t e d  roundels .  The roundels  a r e  framed by t i n y  Ion ic  columns. On t h e  
blocks a t  t h e  end of  t h e  f r i e z e  a r e  carved pineapples.  The second-floor 
bedrooms have mantels  of s i m i l a r  cha rac te r  but  wi th  much l e s s  e l abora t ion .  

- ( see  con t inua t ion  shee t  i/ 1 )  

The major undertaking i n  t h e  1835 remodeling was t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  two-
s t o r y  f l ank ing  wings and t h e  two-story extens ion  of t h e ' n o r t h  f r o n t  colier-
ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  no r th  wal l .  The brickwork of t h e s e  a d d i t i o n  was l a i d  wi th  
t h e  same c o n s i s t e n t  q u a l i t y  exh ib i t ed  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  the  
whole forms a v i s u a l l y  uniform a r c h i t e c t u r a l  composition. The o r i g i n a l  core 
may have had a hipped roof ,  but  t h e  present  hipped roof da t e s  from t h e  r e -
modeling. The present  shal low bracketed corn ice  wi th  ornaments i n  t h e  s o f f i :  
a l s o  appears t o  da t e  from t h e  remodeling as  it continues unbroken around 
t h e  e n t i r e  house. The eight-over-eight  s a sh  windows on t h e  wings a r e  
s l i g h t l y  wider than  t h e  s ix-over-six sa sh  windows on t h e  o r i g i n a l  s ec t ion ,  
b u t  a l l  t h e  windows on t h e  present  no r th  wal l  correspond i n  s i z e  t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  openings. 
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lTATEhlENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

Norwood is one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c  p l a n t a t i o n s  of the  Upper James 
r eg ion  and i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  s t a t e l y  red  b r i c k  manor house. The hou 
da te s  from t h e  l a t e  e igh teen th  century  and was enlarged and remodeled i n  
1835. I n  i t s  present  form, i t  e x h i b i t s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  and harmonious 
blending of  e ighteenth- and nineteenth-century a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms. Its 
outs tanding  f e a t u r e s  include i t s  handsome propor t ions ,  f i n e  brickwork, and 
e l a b o r a t e  p rov inc ia l  Adam-style mantels .  The house and i t s  dependencies 
a r e  s e t  i n  an informal ly  landscaped park surrounded by broad pas tures  
s t r e t c h i n g  t o  t h e  James River t o  t h e  nor th .  Together wi th  a r a r e  complex 
of  mid-nineteenth-century b r i c k  farm bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  the  west,  a 
memorable p i c t u r e  i s  formed o f  r u r a l  aaecbellum g e n t i l i t y .  

The p resen t  p l a n t a t i o n  i s  p a r t  of a much l a r g e r  t r a c t  owned by the  Harr is  
family f o r  most of t h e  e ighteenth  century. The p lace  was known as  Norwood 
when it was t h e  home of John Harr i s  (died ,1751), a descendant of Thomas 
Har r i s ,  a member of t h e  London Company i n  1607. John H a r r i s ' s  son,  John 
H a r r i s ,  Jr., a member of  t h e  Cumberland County Committee o f  Safe ty  i n  
1775-76, b u i l t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  present  house sometime a f t e r  
1770. The Har r i s  family s o l d  Norwood t o  Harry Heth i n  1812. Heth's 
daughter ,  Lavin ia ,  was married t o  Beverley Randolph wi th  whom Heth opera te  
t h e  Midlothian c o a l  mines i n  nearby Ches te r f i e ld  County. To connect the  
mines t o  t h e  James River a t  Richmond, around 1831 Heth and Randolph b u i l t  
t h e  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Railroad,  one of  the  n a t i o n ' s  e a r l i e s t  g r a v i t y  r a i l r o a d s .  

Norwood passed t o  h i s  daughter and son-in-law a t  Heth's death.  Beverley 
Randolph d ied  i n  1839 leaving  the  p l a n t a t i o n  t o  h i s  son, D r .  Charles H. 
Randolph. Charles Randolph died the  next  year  and t h e  property passed t o  
h i s  s i s t e r ,  Nancy, w i fe  of William H. Kennon of  Mecklenburg County, a 
l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  U. S. Navy. The present  owner of Norwood i s  t h e  grea t -
grandson of  Lieutenant  Kennon. 

CL & MTP 
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7. 	 DESCRIPTION 

A l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l  t r im such as  door and window surrounds i s  composed 
of  symmetrically molded t r i m  wi th  turned corner  blocks. A handsome curving 
s t a i r  wi th  round handra i l  and s lender  square b a l u s t e r s ,  a l l  of walnut,  as-
cends i n  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  l a t e r a l  h a l l  on the  no r th  s i d e .  This 
s t a i r  r ep laces  an e a r l i e r  one t h a t  was loca ted  i n  t h e  cen te r  passage of the  
o r i g i n a l  s ec t ion .  Other  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  a r e  the  bookcases 
b u i l t  i n  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  p a r l o r  mantel.  Thei r  upper por t ions  have 
n a t u r a l - f i n i s h e d  muntins,  r a i l s ,  and s t i l e s .  The top  panes a r e  f in i shed  o f f  
w i th  Gothic arches.  The l a r g e  f i r s t - f l o o r  room of  t h e  e a s t  wing is now used 
a s  a  k i tchen .  The whole i n t e r i o r  i s  f i l l e d  wi th  a remarkable assemblage of 
family fu rn i sh ings ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  and memorabilia. 

I n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  the  w e s t  of  t h e  house a r e  t h r e e  notably  f i n e  examples of 
antebellum b r i c k  farm bu i ld ings :  a s t a b l e ,  a  barn,  and a long s to rage  

shed. U n t i l  r e c e n t  yea r s  Norwood was used as  a l a r g e  d a i r y  farm, but  farming 
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  now reduced t o  a  minimum. 

CL 


BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries have been drawn to  include the main house, e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings ,  
and t r ee -do t t ed  park between the house and road. To the nor th  of the house, 
the  boundary extends t o  the  200' contour l i n e  t o  preserve the v i s t a  from the 
house t o  the James River .  

6 .  	 -REPRESENTATION E X I S T I N G  SURVEYS 

(2)  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 	 commission Survey 

1967 S t a t e  

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 

221 Governor S t r e e t  

Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 


10. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 


thence fol lowing about 1600' SE along sa id  contour;  thence extending 
about  1000' SW t o  N s i d e  of 711; thence extending about 600' NW along 
s a i d  s i d e  t o  point  of o r i g i n .  
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A s  the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 


89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
National Register. 


in the National Register end certify that it has been 


evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedxres s e t  





