


\ Belmead i s  a  two-story,  stuccoed b r i c k  res idence  wi th  a  gable roof and a 
t h ree - s to ry  c e n t r a l  c r o s s  gable.  A square  tower d i s g u i s e s  the  no r th  en~ l  
of  the  c r o s s  gable  and uses co rne r  p i e r s ,  c r e n e l l a t i o n s ,  b e l t  courses ,  
ground l e v e l  'Tudor arched openings, and diamond-paned casement windows 
on i t s  upper two l e v e l s  t o  c r e a t e  a medieval f lavor . \  The south tower 
has  a  c a r r i a g e  en t r ance  wi th  Tudor arclles and c o r n e r  p i e r s  similar t o  
the  no r th  tower b u t  s u b s t i t u t e s  an o r i e l  bay and a s t e e p  c r o s s  gable  
on t h e  upper l e v e l s  f o r  v a r i e t y .  ;The r o o f l i n e  and facade of  t h e  buildin;:  
proper a l s o  use these  f e a t u r e s  but  a d d j c l u s t e r s  of  c i r c u l a r  and polygons? 
shaped chimney s t a c k s  a s  we l l  a$ s tepped gable ends. The o r i g i n a l  
b a s i c  form of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  would have been almost  symmetrical had i t  
not  been f o r  a  two-story wing on the  west  and a  porch,'now dks t royed,  
on the  e a s t .  The k i t chen  ou tbu i ld ing  on t h e  west  has been incorporated 
i n t o  a n  e x t e n s i v e  two-2nd th ree - s to ry  a d d i t i o n  b u i l t  by t h e  school .  
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The i n t e r i o r  p lan  c e n t e r s  on a  square  h a l l  w i th  c r o s s  h a l l s ,  running norti  
south  and west.  Access to  most rooms is through t a l l  double doors  wit11 
Tudor a rches  and many rooms have c o f f e r e d  c e i l i n g s .  Marble mantels repc:i! 
t h e  Tudor a r c h  aga in  with compound p i e r s  and l e a f  c l u s t e r s .  The i n t e r i o r  
has been adapted f o r  use by the  school  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  but  the changes 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  have been s u p e r f i c i a l  and have not  involved the  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l  t r i m .  

CONDITION 

I N T E G R I T Y  

Belmead, t oge the r  w i t h  s taunton  H i l l ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  only complete 
expres s ion  of  the  GoLhic V i l l a  i n  Vi rg in i a .  Evolved e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  a  

. Northern s ty l e ,  i t w a s  adapted ,by A.  J.. Davis i n t o :  a  l e s s  forb idding  a n < .  1 more open des ign  t o  make i t  accep tab le  f o r  Southern l i v i n g .  
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One of  t h e  few remaining Goth ic - s ty l e  res idences  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  Belmead was 
designed by t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  Gothic Kevival a r c h i t e c t ,  Alexander 
Jackson Davis. The house was begun circn 1845/fo,r  P h i l i p  S t .  George Cocke, 
and took s e v e r a l  yea r s  t o  complete.  According t o  Roger Hale Newton i n  ' 

Town and Davis,  ; . rch i tec ts ,  the  des ign  of Belmead '!echoed t h e  Paulding- 
Merri t t -Gould manor on the  Hudson, and a l s o  borrowed f r e e l y  from Pugin 's  
Examples (published 1838)." Having captured t h e  essence of  the  Gothic 
Revival r u r a l  romanticism, Belmead followed the genera l  t rend  toward 
e c l e c t i c i s m  and away from t h e  c l a s s i c i s m  of the  w h i t e - p i l l a r e d  mansions. 
I t s  imposing Gothic grandeur r e c a l l s  t h a t  of Staunton H i l l ,  probably the 
only  o t h e r  example of  a major V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n  house i n  t h i s  s t y l e .  

P h i l i p  S t .  George Cocke (L809-1861) was the  t h i r d  son of General John 
Hartwell  Cocke of Bremo, Fluvanna County. Af t e r  a b r i e f  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r ,  

.Cocke re turned  t o  Vi rg in i a  and became a noted and p rogres s ive  agronomist,  
s e r v i n g  a s  p re s iden t  of t h e  Vi.rginia Agr i cu l tu ra l  Socie ty  from 1853 t o  
1856. He a l s o  served on t h e  board of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  
and con t r ibu ted  much t o  i t s  suppr t .  During t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  
he was c o m i s s i o n e d  as a Br igad ie r  General i n  the  Confederate Army and 
was i n  conrmand of t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  a long the south  bank of the  Potomac. 
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Belmead's a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ign iE icance .has  long tended t o  overshadow i t s  
importance a s  a s i t e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the  educat ion of  southern  Negroes. 
Some yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s , j ~ e l m e a d  was s o l d  by t h e  Cocke 
family and passed through s e v e r a l  hands u n t i l  i t  was bought i n  the  1890's 
by Colonel Edward de Vaux Morre l l  and h i s  wife  Louise ,:(Drexel) Morrel l  of 
Ph i l ade lph ia  f o r  $28,000, ,Mrs. Morre l l  was t h e  h a l f - s i s t e r  of Xother 
Katherine Drexel,  founder of t h e  S i s t e r s  of the  Blessed Sacrament. In  
1897 t h e  Morre l l s  conveyed Belmead t o  , the S i s t e r s  of the  Blessed Sacrament 
f o r  Indians and Colored People, naming t h e  school  St .  Emma's  I n d u s t r i a l  
and A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n s t i t u t e t i n  honor of Mrs. ~ o r r e l l ' s  mother Emma Bouvier 
and h e r  patron s a i n t ,  s a i n t  Ema.  I n  1942 E l i  Lescot,  Pres ident  o f  H a i t i ,  
s e n t  h i s  s o ~ r  Max t o  be educated a t  S a i n t  Emma's .  Belmead s t i l l  se rves  
a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  Ca tho l i c  m i l i t a r y  school f o r  Negroes. 
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Belmead/Saint Emma's Industrial and 
Belmead Agricultural School 
Statement of Significance 

Belmead, built for Philip St. George Cocke ca. 1845 on a 
secluded rural site in Powhatan County, Virginia, is the work of the 
nationally famous architect, Alexander Jackson Davis. This house 
and Staunton Hill in Charlotte County are the two most complete 
examples in Virginia of fully developed Gothic Revival Country houses. 
Belmead possesses all the necessary ingredients to be an outstanding 
example of the style. It has towers, battlements, oriel windows, 
cluster chimneys and a romantic hill top site. However, the whole is 
less than the sum of the parts. It gives a curiously unresolved, 
unfinished impression that suggests that those who actually built it 
were working in an unfamiliar style that they did not fully understand. 
Belmead presently serves as the administration building of a military 
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Eelmad property description: 

Tha property includes the pr incipal  school buildings and a l e r g e  oken 

f i e l d  inmediately to the east .  It is  bormded on the e a s t  by a p r iva t e  

school road (about 1100 f ee t ) ;  in the  south by a pr ivate  school road (about 

1800 fee t ) ;  on the west by a pr iva te  school road (about 1000 f ee t ) ;  and 

on the north by a wooden r a i l  fence (about 900 fee t )  and a pr iva te  school 

road (about 500 f ee t ) .  
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If. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C E R T I F I C 4 1 I O N  11 NATIONAL REGISTEX VERIFICATION 
I 

As the d e s i g n a t e d  State  Lia i son  Officer for t h e  Na- 
tional Historic Prrrervat lon  A c t  o f  1966 ( P u b l i c  Law 

89465). 1 hereby nominate t h i s  property lor i n c l u s i o n  

in t h e  Nat ional  R e g i s t e r  and cert i ly  that it h a s  b e e n  

eraluatcd according to t h e  criteria and procedures set  
fworth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of s i g n i l i c a n c e  of t h i s  nomination i s :  

. . . . . . 

I herebv certify that t h i s  property is included in  the 

National Regis ter .  p? . . . .  1 ? . 

, 5,/;,,, ? ,  ( 1 ,  
Chiel, O f f i c e  of Archeology end Histor ic  pres+rv- 

Nntiorul State Local - , '  1. 2 19% ' . . .. -. : 
.? . 

ATTEST: , 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, C h a i r m n  
TitleVirginia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comi:  
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Keeper of Thb N a t i m o I  KrCis ler  .. ,- 2,- ' 
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