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17. DESCRIPTION 
1 7 (Ch.ck One) I 

CONDITION 

East  of the  c o u r t  house, and al igned with i t ,  i s  the  former c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  
a  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century  one-story,  T-shaped b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  Beyond 
t h a t  is the  p resen t  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  an unpretent ious b r i c k  e rec ted  i n  1949. 
West of the  c o u r t  house i s  a smal l ,  one-story I t a l i a n a t e  frame o f f i c e  
bui ld ing .  Behind the  c o u r t  house is the  ear ly-n ine teenth  century  former 
j a i l .  I n  the  sou theas t  corner  of the  c o u r t  square i s  the  town pump, while  
i n  the  southwest corner  is  the  Confederate monument. The t r e e  shaded 
square  con ta ins  approximately two-and-a-half a c r e s  and is  surrounded by a I 
b r i c k  wal l .  Around the  square a r e  s e v e r a l  handsome bu t  unpre tent ious  frame 

. , res idenoes  a s  w e l l  as . severa l .pbcturesque  s t o r e s .  On the-west  s i d e  of the  
square is the  l a r g e  l a t e -e igh teen th  century  tavern ,  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  

T b ~ i c k ,  s t r u c t u r e  fronted1 by two-level g a l l e r i e s .  . - . , 

The Powhatan County Court House i s  a stuccoed temple-form Greek Revival 
e d i f i c e  measuring approximately f o r t y  f e e t  by f i f t y - f o u r  f e e t .  The facade 
f e a t u r e s  two f l u t e d  Greek Dvvic columns with the  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s .  The 
s i d e s  of the  bu i ld ing  a r e  e l g h t  bays long, with the  bays separa ted  by 
Greek Doric p i l a s t e r s .  Long narrow windows a r e  located i n  the  f i r s t ,  
t h i r d ,  and f i f t h  bays from the  f r o n t ,  on each s i d e .  According t o  the 
o r i g i n a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  the  door and window frames were t o  be sanded 
i n  i m i t a t i o n  of s tone .  Except f o r  the  r e a r ,  the  bui ld ing  is  crowned by 
a f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  but wi th  no t r ig lyphs .  A l a t e r  p ro jec t ion  o f f  the  
r e a r  of the  s t r u c t u r e  conta ins  the  jury room and the  judge's chamber. 
Regret tably,  t he  i n t e r i o r  has been remodelled more than once s o  t h a t  l i t t l e  
o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  remains. However, o r i g i n a l  po r t ions  do include the  f r o n t  
doors ,  s e c t i o n s  of the  r e a r  gilt 'lery, and the  enclosed s ta i rways  t o  the  
g a l l e r y .  The i n s i d e s  of the  doors t o  t h e  g a l l e r y  s t i l l  have t h e i r  o ld  
grained decora t ion .  The f l a t  cof fered  c e i l i n g  is  a l s o  an  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e .  
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The town of Powhatan Court House is s i g n i f i c a n t  not  only because of the  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  of i ts c o u r t  house, but  a l s o  because of the  unspoiled 
c h a r a c t e r  and completeness of the  courthouse complex i t s e l f .  S t i l l  standing 
a r e  t h e  former c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  which was probably b u i l t  i n  t h e  same period 
as the  f i r s t  c o u r t  house, t he  former b r i c k  j a i l ,  and the  impressive l a t e -  
e igh teen th  century  S c o t t ' s  o r  Pwha tan  Tavern ad jacen t  t o  the  c o u r t  square.  
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Powhatan County was formed i n  1777 from the  easeern p a r t  of Cumberland 
County and was named t o  honor the  Indian "empero~" who, had r u l e d t h e  
t r i b e s  of Eastern Vi rg in ia  i n  the  e a r l y  years  of the  colony. According 
t o  the  a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  nev county, a town t o  con ta in  the  county 
bu i ld ings  was t o  be l a i d  o u t  near  the  c e n t e r  of the  county. O r i g i n a l l y  
c a l l e d  S c o t t v i l l e  a f t e r  General Charles  Sco t t  of the  Cont inenta l  Army, 
t h e  name of the  town o r  county s e a t  was l a t e r  changed t o  Powhatan Court 
House because i t  was being confused with S c o t t s v i l l e  i n  nearby Albemarle 
County. 

It  is bel ieved t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  permanent c o u r t  house was e rec ted  i n  1783 
s i n c e  an appeal  f o r  b i d s  on such w a s  issued i n  t h a t  year .  The present  
c o u r t  house was e rec ted  i n  1848-49 t o  replace  the  e a r l i e r  one which by 
t h a t  time had begun t o  decay. There is  s t rong  c i r cums tan t i a l  evidence 

. , t h a t  tk d,qsign Ear t h e  new by i ld ing  was, t h e  work- o f  t h e -  famous! Americm 
a r c h i t e c t  Alexander Jackson Davis. P r i o r  t o  the  bui ld ing  of the  cour t  
house, Davis had designed Belmead,,.& .plantation-.mansion of P h i l l i p  S t .  
George Cocke, loca ted  s e v e r a l  mi les  t o  the  nor th .  Cocke served as one 
of the  bu i ld ing  commissioners f o r  the  new c o u r t  house, and the  county 
o rde r  book e n t r y  f o r  January 7 ,  1850, s t a t e s  t h a t  the  bu i ld ing  was b u i l t  
"according t o  the  p lan  and drawing procured by the  undersigned Ph. S t .  
George Cocke." Because of the  unusual ly soph i s t i ca t ed  and knowledgeable 
handling of Greek a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms on t h i s  superb l i t t l e  bu i ld ing ,  i t  
seems obvious t h a t  an  a r c h i t e c t  o f  considerable s k i l l  w a s  involved. 
However, a t  p resen t ,  i t  can only be assumed t h a t  Cocke's now l o s t  drawings 
were executed by A. J. Davis; the bu i lde r  was Lewis Johnson of Hanover 
County. 
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