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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f kiown) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCGE

Briery Chutch is a one-story, boavd-and-batten-covered frame structure built
on a4 T-shaped plan. Emphasizing the vertical lines of the church are the
steep . gable  roof with overhanging eaves, the three cross gables on the south
front, and the simple finials on each gable end. All the openings are in
the form of lancet arches, the windows having diamond panes and the four
entrances on the west, south, and east fronts being sheltered by small gable
canopy porches with barge boarding in the form of simple curving strips of
wood. The building rests on a masonry foundation (probably brick) covered
with stucco.

On the interior, plain pews on either side of a central aisle face rthe
pulpit from each of the three wings of the "T". The long pine pulpit has
lancet-arched recessed panels with a row of pendants hanging from the top.
The pine ceiling begins at the eaves line and follows the interior pitch of
the roof up for several feet before curving into a horizontal level which
combines with the vertical pine uprights at the corners and the "ribs" to
create the effect of vaulting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ({Include Personages, Dates, Ewents, Etc.)

Organized in 1755 following the missionary work of the "New Light"
evangelist Samuel Davies, the first church was erected about 1760,

probably following the issuance of permission to worship by the Prince
Edward County Court to the Briery congregation. The original meeting

house was replaced in 1824, and the third and present Briery Church on the
site was constructed circa 1855. This Gothic Revival church was designed
by the noted theologilan, Rev. Robert Lewis Dabney (1820-1898), a professor
of theology at Union Theological Seminary, then a part of Hampden-Sydney
College, and author of a biography of "Stomewall' Jackson for whom Major
Dabney had served as Chief of Staff in 1862, Dabney was also the architect
for three other churches, Tinkling Spring Church in Augusta County,
Farmville Presbyterian Church, and College Church at Hampden-Sydney, all of
which are constructed of brick and are in the Greek Revival style, making
Briery Church all the more unusual.

Briery Church remains today as a symbol of the perserverance of
Presbyterianism in Virginia and houses a congregation formed over two
hundred years ago. It is significant as an architectural composition -
utilizing the wvertical lines of the board and battem walls with the
plcturesque exaggeration of the roofline. Placed in its forest setting

of tall pines, this small white structure expresses the essence of mid-1%9th
Century romanticism.
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