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7. DESCRIPTION--Architectual Analysis 

wing was added, i t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  present  gable  roof was added s ince  t h e  roof 
corn ice  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  found on t h e  west wing. The wing i s  f ronted  by a  pedimented, 
one-story Tuscan porch, s i m i l a r  i n  execution t o  t h a t  found on t h e  r e a r  e leva t ion .  The 
p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  two ent rances .  The main ent rance ,  which opens i n t o  t h e  house, is s i m i l a r  
t o  t h a t  found i n  The P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter,  P l a t e  27 .  The second ent rance  opens 
i n t o  a  wood-frame pent t h a t  has been incorporated i n t o  t h e  wing. To t h e  no r th  of t h e  
porch a  t h i r d  en t rance  l eads  i n t o  t h e  basement. The windows on t h e  west e l eva t ion  a r e  
l i k e  those  on t h e  preceding e l eva t ions .  

Longwood House has  a  c e n t r a l  passage, double-pile p lan .  The c e n t r a l  passage i s  
divided by an e l l i p t i c a l  arch i n t o  an ent rance  h a l l  and s t a i r  h a l l .  The arch  has a  
c e n t r a l  molded keystone, carved ext rados  and paneled i n t r a d o s .  The ent rance  h a l l  has 
a  molded c h a i r  r a i l  and wainscot t ing.  The doors have symmetrical molded a r c h i t r a v e  
trim with square corner  blocks.  

The dog-leg s t a i r  has a  paneled spandre l ,  turned newel, p l a i n  b a l u s t e r s  and a  molded 
handra i l .  Like t h e  en t rance  h a l l ,  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  has  a  molded c h a i r  r a i l  and wainscot tfng.  
The t r im f o r  both h a l l s  was inf luenced by The P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter,  and da te s  t o  
the  ca.  1839 remodeling of t h e  house. 

To the  e a s t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  passage is  a double p a r l o r .  I t  i s  divided by a  wal l  
containing a  double doorway. The l a r g e  paneled fo ld ing  doors a r e  framed by symmetrically 
molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  with corner  blocks and have a  c e n t r a l  r ec t angu la r  t a b l e t .  The in- 
s p i r a t i o n  aga in  may have come from Benjamin, who published double doors i n  h i s  b u i l d e r ' s  
guides of t h e  1830s. The remaining door and window openings i n  both  p a r l o r s  a r e  framed 
by symmetrically molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r im  with corner  b locks .  The Greek Revival mantels  
have Doric co lone t t e s  support ing a  paneled f r i e z e  and a mantel s h e l f .  Each room has 
a  molded c h a i r  r a i l  and wainscot.  I n  1968, bookcases were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  p a r l o r .  

The room southwest of t h e  p a r l o r  is used a s  a  den. Unlike t h e  o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l  rooms 
i n  t h e  house, i t s  door and window openings have two-part a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  without  corner  
blocks. The t r i m  sugges ts  t h a t  i t  may d a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  ca.  1839 remodeling. The mantel 
i s  Greek Revival and has a  paneled f r i e z e  and p i l a s t e r s .  

The northwest room i s  t h e  k i tchen .  It was t o t a l l y  renovated i n  1968. A l a t e r a l  
h a l l  s e p a r a t e s  the  k i tchen  from the  den. The p r i n c i p a l  chambers on t h e  second f l o o r  
have symmetrically molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  with square corner  blocks and Greek Revival 
mantels.  The second f l o o r  has a  s t a i r  o f f  t h e  main h a l l  which l eads  t o  t h e  t h i r d  
f l o o r .  The t h i r d - f l o o r  rooms a r e  p l a i n l y  f in i shed .  It i s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e s e  rooms 
were added i n  ca.  1839 t o  accommodate t h e  growing Venable family. 

The present  garage,  formerly an o f f i c e ,  i s  t h e  only outbui ld ing .  The s e t t i n g  of 
Longwood House i n  t h e  1850s was noted i n  1901 by W i l l i a m  Wynn Thornton i n  t h e  
Kaleidoscope. He observed, i n  p a r t :  

(See Continuation Sheet 82) 
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"A broad, l e v e l  lawn shadowed by spreading t r e e s ,  wi th  g r a s s  growing long and 
t h i c k  and green up t o  t h e i r  very t runks ,  and ca lves  and c o l t s  grazing i n  t h e  dappled 
shade; a b ig  garden s t r e t c h i n g  away i n  t h e  r e a r  with democratic mingling of cabbages 
and roses  and v i o l e t s  and onions and beds a l l  abloom with t h e  sweet o ld  f lowers of our 
grandmothers, and bushes loaded with cur ious  f r u i t s ;  and i n  t h e  midst  t h e  o ld  square 
house with i t s  g r e a t  wide h a l l  and i t s  high p i tched  rooms, dim and cool  and f r ag ran t  
and i t s  f l o o r s  pol i shed  l i k e  mir rors ."  The house s t i l l  preserves  i t s  broad lawn and 
many of t h e  box shrubs t o  t h e  nor th  ( r e a r )  of t h e  house da te  t o  t h e  19th century The 
s i t e s  of t h e  flower beds a r e  d iscernable  a s  mounds. The land  t o  t h e  west of t h e  house 
c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  Longwood College golf  course.1 

'"sketch of Charles  Sco t t  Venable". Hampden - Sydney Kaleidoscope 1901. Quoted i n  
Herbert Clarence Bradshaw, History of P r ince  Edward County, V i rg in i a ,  p. 369. Richmond: 
The Dietz P r e s s ,  1955. 

8.  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

Soon a f t e r  he  acquired t h e  Longwood House e s t a t e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Johnston house 
burned and i n  1815 was replaced by t h e  present  e d i f i c e .  The res idence  is d i s t ingu i shed  
not only by i t s  massive double-pile,  2 112-story s i z e  but  a l s o  by i t s  f i n e  Greek Revival 
woodwork. Greek f e a t u r e s  inc lude  a Doric f r o n t  porch, doorways derived from Benjamin's 
P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter (1830), and s t y l i s h  i n t e r i o r  trim, e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  found i n  
t h e  double p a r l o r s .  It  i s  thought t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house of 1815 was b u i l t  wi th  a hipped 
roof .  I n  ca. 1839 t h e  present  gable  roof with i ts  ha l f -s tory  apparent ly  was added, 
along with t h e  two-story west wing. A t  t h e  same time, t h e  i n t e r i o r  wood t r i m  was a l s o  
modernized, r e s u l t i n g  i n  i t s  present  Greek Revival s t y l e .  One of t h e  most l i k e l y  reasons 
f o r  t h e  add i t ions  was t h e  growth of t h e  Venable family: Nathaniel  and Mary S c o t t  
Venable were t h e  parents  of eleven ch i ld ren ,  n ine  of whom l i v e d  t o  ma tu r i ty .  

Nine of t h e  &leven Venable ch i ld ren  were born a t  Longwood House, t h e  f i r s t  i n  1823. 
Of these ,  Charles  S c o t t  Venable, t h e  s i x t h  c h i l d ,  was t h e  most d is t inguished .  Charles 
was born a t  Longwood i n  1827 and graduated from Hampden-Sydney i n  1842 with f u r t h e r  
study a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  and i n  Germany. He d i s t ingu i shed  himself i n  
sc ience  and mathematics and subsequently taught  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Georgia, College 
of South Carol ina,  and a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a .  He was t h e  author  of a number 
of mathematical textbooks, and i n  1860 s tudied  t h e  t o t a l  s o l a r  e c l i p s e .  During t h e  C i v i l  
War he served a s  a second l i e u t e n a n t  a t  For t  Sumter and a s  a co lonel  on t h e  s t a f f  of 
General Robert E .  Lee. Upon Nathaniel  E .   enable's death i n  1846, t h e  proper ty  passed 
t o  Mary Sco t t  Venable who l i v e d  a t  Iongwood u n t i l  her  death i n  1865. 

On Apr i l  1, 1873, 200 a c r e s  of land and t h e  Longwood House passed out  of t h e  
Venable family, purchased by Wright Barber.  The Barber family i n  May, 1928,sold t h e  
property t o  t h e  S t a t e  Teachers College which acqui red  t h e  proper ty  a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  reques t  
of t h e  wife  of t h e  co l l ege  p res iden t ,  J.L. J aman .  She made t h e  88 7/10 a c r e  property 
i n t o  a r u r a l  r e t r e a t  f o r  t h e  s tuden t s ,  t h e  present  e a s t  wing being added a t  t h a t  time. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

With t h e  end of t h e  Jarman e r a ,  i n  1946, t h e  house was closed t o  t h e  publ ic ,  
but  t h e  grounds continued t o  be used f o r  co l l ege  funct ions  such a s  t h e  annual May 
Day f e s t i v i t i e s .  

I n  1949, t h r e e  years  a f t e r  t h e  Jarman adminis t ra t ion  e n d e d i t s  for ty- four  year  
opera t ion  of t h e  co l l ege ,  t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  of S t a t e  Teachers College decided t o  
rename t h e  co l l ege  i n  honor of t h e  house. The t i e  a t  t h i s  time was more ceremonial 
than phys ica l  o r  func t iona l ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  was no at tempt a t  r e v i t a l i z i n g  t h e  res idence ,  
loca ted  a t  some d i s t ance  from t h e  co l l ege  campus. 

Af ter  yea r s  of s tanding vacant ,  i n  1968, t h e  co l l ege  p res iden t ,  Henry I. W i l l e t t  
and t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  o f f i c i a l l y  moved t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  res idence  from F a m v i l l e  
toLongwoodHouse. The dwelling was completely upgraded with minimal change t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  The cu r ren t  p re s iden t ,  J ane t  Greenwood, and t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  
have author ized  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  house 's  fu rn i sh ings  and appointments t o  t h e  time 
of Nathaniel  E .  Venable's residence.  The gardens a r e  t o  be r e s to red  i n  keeping with 
t h i s  period.  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descript ion 

Verbal Boundary Descript ion:  Beginning a t  a  point  on the  W s i d e  of Johnson Drive, 
approximately 900' NNW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Johnson Drive and VA 638; thence extending 
approximately 600' NNW along W s i d e  of Johnson Drive; thence extending approxi- 
mately 200' WSGl along  side of p r iva t e  d r i v e ;  thence extending approximately 500' 
S along E s i d e  of sa id  d r ive  t o  N s i d e  of another  p r i v a t e  d r i v e ;  thence extending 
approximately 350' E along N s ide  of sa id  d r i v e  t o  point  of o r i g i n .  



' 7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -K original site 
- good ruins altered moved date N / A  
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Longwood House i s  a  combination l a t e  Federal  and Greek Revival central-passage 
residence loca ted  o f f  Johnson Drive iri P r ince  Edward County. The massive, 2  112-story, 
wood-frame, double-pi le  dwelling was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  ca .  1815 and extens ive ly  remodeled 
ca. 1839. The renovat ions inc lude  t h e  replacement of what was probably a  hipped roof 
with a  ha l f - s to ry  gab le  roo f ,  t h e  add i t ion  of a  west wing and t h e  embellishment of t h e  
i n t e r i o r  with s t y l i s h  Greek Revival woodwork. Af ter  becoming t h e  property of Longwood 
College i n  1928, a  wing was added t o  t h e  e a s t  e l eva t ion ,  modeled a f t e r  t h a t  found on 
t h e  west;  no major a l t e r a t i o n s  have s i n c e  been made t o  t h e  dwelling. Long a n  a t t r a c t i o n  
a t  Longwood House,the garden s t i l l  preserves a  number of shrubs and t r e e s  t h a t  da t e  from 
i ts  19th-century landscape p lan .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Longwood House i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  p r i v a t e  road o f f  Johnson Drive immediately ou t s ide  
t h e  corpora te  l i m i t s  of Farmvil le ,  Pr ince  Edward County. Owned by Longwood College and 
used a s  t h e  res idence  of t h e  p res iden t ,  t h e  proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  main house and a 
garage. 

B u i l t  ca. 1815 and enlarged and remodeled ca.  1839, Longwood House is a 2 112-story, 
wood-frame, double-pile res idence .  Covered by beaded weatherboarding, t h e  dwelling s i ts  
on a  r a i sed  b r i c k  basement and i s  covered by an immense gable  roof .  

The facade (south)  e l eva t ion  is d i s t ingu i shed  by a  one-story, Greek Doric porch 
enhanced by a  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  t r i g l y p h s  and metopes. The porch sits on b r i c k  
p i e r s ,  t h e  spandre ls  f i l l e d  wi th  a  l a t t i c e  screen.  The porch has a  ba lus t r ade  executed 
with p l a i n  b a l u s t e r s .  A ba lus t r ade  i s  found on t h e  roof and c o n s t i t u t e s  a  l a t e r  add i t ion .  
The porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  main ent rance  which c o n s i s t s  of double doors f lanked by s i d e l i g h t s  
and topped by a  transom. The f r o n t i s p i e c e  has  molded a r c h i t r a v e  trim and corner  blocks.  
It was undoubtedly der ived  from ~ s h e r  Benjamin's, The P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter (1830), 
P l a t e  27, " ~ e s i g n  f o r  a  f r o n t  door." The c a r r i a g e  l i g h t s  t h a t  f l a n k  t h e  door were 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  mid-20th century.  Above t h e  en t rance  on t h e  second s t o r y  a r e  a  s i n g l e  
door f lanked by s i d e l i g h t s  and a  t ransom. tha t  da t e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  A corn ice  
runs along t h e  eaves. Fenes t r a t ion  c o n s i s t s  of 12/12 hung-sash windows on t h e  f i r s t  
s t o r y  and 8/12 hung-sash windows on t h e  second s to ry .  The openings a r e  framed by molded 
a r c h i t r a v e s  and f lanked by louvered s h u t t e r s .  

The garden o r  r e a r  e l eva t ion  has a  one-story pedimented Tuscan porch. Like t h e  
f r o n t ,  t h e  porch s i ts  on b r i c k  p i e r s  with l a t t i c e  screens  s e t  between t h e  suppor ts .  The 
porch has  a  ba lus t r ade ,  aga in  wi th  p l a i n  b a l u s t e r s .  The r e a r  en t rance  c o n s i s t s  of a  
double door framed by a  molded a rch i t r ave .  The c a r r i a g e  l i g h t s  f lanking  t h e  door were 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  mid-20th century.  Like t h e  f r o n t ,  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  has  12/12 hung-sash 
windows on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and 8/12 on t h e  second. The openings have molded a r c h i t r a v e  
trim and f lanking  s h u t t e r s .  

The e a s t  e l eva t ion  has a  two-story wing added i n  t h e  1920s. The wing i s  f lanked 
by two exter ior-end chimneys executed i n  American bond b r i ck .  The windows fo l low t h e  
treatment found on t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  e l eva t ions .  

The west e l e v a t i o n  a l s o  has  a  two-story wing f lanked by two exter ior-end chimneys. 
It  i s  thought t h a t  t h e  wing was added t o  t h e  house ca.  1839 when t h e  va lua t ion  of the  
property rose  t o  $3,000 i n  t h e  P r ince  Edward County Land Tax book. A t  t h e  same time t h e  

(See Continuation Sheet i/1) 



.'8.' Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
2 1800-1899 
-. 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
--- archeology-prehistoric - community planning landscape architecture.-.. religion 
- archeology-historic conservation - -. law -- science 
-_ agriculture .__economics literature .-sculpture 
_ x  architecture education military - social1 
._-art - engineering --- music humanitarian 
.- commerce exploration~settlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications industry -. politicslgovernment - transportation 

_ invention - other (specify) 
. -~ ~~ 

Specific dates  1815; 1839 Bui1der:Architect unknown 
~ ~~ - ~ ~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Longwood House, one of t h e  Farmvil le  r eg ion ' s  notable  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmarks, 
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  evolu t ion  of a simple Federa l  farmhouse i n t o  one of Pr ince  Edward County's 
most s t y l i s h  Greek Revival-mansions. The massive, wood-frame s t r u c t u r e  began a s  a 1 112- 
s to ry  dwelling b u i l t  by Nathaniel  E. Venable soon a f t e r  a f i r e  destroyed an e a r l i e r  house 
on t h e  s i t e  i n  1815. Af ter  Venable had r i s e n  t o  prominence a s  a s t a t e  de lega te  and senator  
t h e  res idence  was enlarged and refashioned i n  t h e  Greek Revival s t y l e  by t h e  ca. 1839 
add i t ion  of i t s  present  gable roo f ,  Doric columned porch, two-story west wing, and 
i n t e r i o r  woodwork. Derived from t h e  designs of Asher Benjamin i n  h i s  P r a c t i c a l  House 
Carpenter (1830), t h e  woodwork ranks among t h e  f i n e s t  examples of i ts type i n  t h e  area.  
Since 1929, when t h e  property was acquired by S t a t e  Teachers College a t  Fa rmvi l l e -a s  a 
r u r a l  s tudent  r e t r e a t ,  Longwood House has become t h e  most important i den t i fy ing  symbol of 
t h e  co l l ege  community, g iv ing  i t s  name t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1949 and serving more re- 
cent ly  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  res idence  of i t s  pres ident .  E f f o r t s  a r e  now underway t o  r e s t o r e  
t h e  house and surrounding landscape t o  t h e i r  former antebellum appearance. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The land on which Longwood House now s t ands  was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  1765 by P e t e r  
Johnston, Sr .  who named i t  Cherry Grove. Johnston migrated t o  Vi rg in i a  from Scotland 
i n  1727 and o r i g i n a l l y  r e s ided  nt Osborne's landing.  Af ter  moving t o  Pr ince  Edward County 
Johnston became prominent i n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s  and represented  t h e  county i n  t h e  House of 
Burgesses i n  1769. I n  1774 Joh~is ton  o f fe red  t h e  Hanover Presbytery 100 a c r e s  of land f o r  
t h e  s i t e  of a school.  The g i f t  was accepted and i n  1775 Johnston became a founding 
t r u s t e e  of Hampden-Sydney College. 

Upon t h e  e l d e r  Johnston 's  dea th ,  t h e  land,  renamed Longwood a f t e r  the  Johnston 
e s t a t e  "Loughwood" i n  Scotland,  passed t o  h i s  son P e t e r  Johnston, Jr, l a t e r  judge of 
t h e  General Court f o r  P r ince  Edward County. I n  1811 t h e  younger Johnston exchanged h i s  
c i r c u i t  f o r  one i n  t h e  Southwest and moved t o  Abingdon. The Longwood House t r a c t ,  
cons is t ing  of 1181 a c r e s ,  was s o l d  t o    bra ham B. Venable, who died very soon af terward 
i n  t h e  Richmond Theatre  f i r e  of December 26, 1811. The v i c t i m s ' s  property was divided 
among var ious  r e l a t i v e s ,  with Samuel W .  Venable i n h e r i t i n g  t h e  house and 363 a c r e s .  He i n  
t u r n  gave t h e  Longwood e s t a t e  t o  h i s  son, Nathaniel  E. Venable i n  1814. 

Nathaniel  E .  Venable, t h e  bu i lde r  of Longwood House was a d i s t ingu i shed  c i t i z e n  of 
P r ince  Edward County. A graduate of Hampden-Sydney, Venable served i n  the  War of 1812, 
and a s  a member of t h e  Virg in ia  House of Delegates and t h e  S t a t e  Senate.  He served a s  
a t r u s t e e  of Hampden-Sydney College from 1827 t o  1846. He married Mary Embry Sco t t  of 
Falkland, Hal i fax  County. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 



9 .  Major Bibliograpkical References ( see  cont inuat ion  Sheet 113\ 

Bradshaw, Herbert Clarence. His tory  of P r ince  Edward County, Virg in ia .  Richmond: 
The Die tz  P res s ,  1955. 

Pr ince  Edward County.Deed Books 4 (1811); 25 (1845-50); Land Tax Book (1810-50); 
W i l l  Book 4 (1812). 

1 Q. Geosraekical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 4 acres___ 

Quadrangle name Famville, Va. 
UTM References 

A 1117 1 11 3 4 21 61 d 1 41 11 31 01 21 51 01 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale _11?&000 

Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property i s  comprised of fou r  ac res  t h a t  inc ludes  t h e  main house, 
garage and f r o n t  and r e a r  yards .  The four  a c r e s  i s  a m a l l  f r acc ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
363 ac res  of land owned by Nathaniel E.  Venable when he b u i l t  t h e  house i n  ca, 1815. . - - -. .- - -. - - - - -- 
Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for properties overlapping state or county boundaries(See Continuation Sheet 113 

state N / A  code county N / A  code 

state N / A  code county N / A  code 

1 . Formi Prepared By 

nameititle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date 1983 --- -- 

street 8 number 221 Governor S t r e e t  - telephone (804) 786-3144 

state Virg in ia  23219 city or town Richmond 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national L. state - local - 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the . A - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature - 
H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive Di rec to r  4 

title Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
1 

date October 1 8 .  1983 
~p 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

<'j date 

Keeper of the National Register 






