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1. Name of Property 

historic name Aberdeen 

other namestsite number 

- 

2. Location 
street & number 1530 1 James River Dnve not for publication - 
city or town v v i c i n i t y  
state Virzinia c o d e x  county Prince G m  code 149 Zip 23842 

3. StatelFederal AEency Certification 
As the des~gnated author~ty under the Natlonal Hlston: Reservat~on Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hemby cenlfy that this 
- X- nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Pan 60. In my opinion, the property -X- meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant nationally X -statewide - locally. (-See continuation . .  . - - .- - - 
sheet for additional comments.) 
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State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property -X- meets does not meet the National Register criteria (-See continuation sheet 
for additional comments.) 
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The purchaser of Aberdeen in 1861 was Thomas A Proctor, son of William Eppes Proctor of Temple 
Tavern (later called Greenview) in nearby Carson. Not much is known about Proctor, but his four 
sisters married well known local families: Harrison, Dobie, Peebles, and Bragg. Under Proctor's 
ownership, Aberdeen survived the war that raged around it. Hines Road along its southern boundary, 
served as the route for General Wade Hampton's troops to reach the corral of cattle at Coggin's Point 
in what is called "the Beefsteak Raid." Hampton, himself, visited Aberdeen in September, 1864. 
Family tales place the blame for cut marks on a mantel and the stair railing on "Yankee sabres," 
however, no factual information has been found to prove this belief. 

Thomas Proctor and wife, Margaret, sold Aberdeen to Charles Hanison Marks on October 14, 1884. 
Marks was born at Burleigh in 1846 to Captain Edward Archer Marks and his wife Eliza A. Bryant. 
Captain Marks was the son of Edward and Mary Hanison Marks who purchased Old Town from the 
Charles Carter estate in 1807 (see above mention of a map of this transaction showing a house at 
Aberdeen). Charles Harrison Marks attended Prince George Academy and entered VMI on August 
1 1, 1863. He was a cadet private in company D at the battle of New Market and remained with the 
Corps until Richmond was evacuated when he joined the Confederate Army. He was wounded 
during action near Salisbury, North Carolina in the final days of the Confederacy, but was able to 
return home. In 1870, he married Helen Peebles Harrison, daughter of wealthy landowner Colonel 
Richard M. Harrison of Huntington. The couple resided at Edgewood, one of Col. Harrison's 
properties, until they moved to Aberdeen about five miles away. They had five sons and two 
daughters. Charles Marks died at Aberdeen in 1896, leaving Aberdeen to his wife. 

Aberdeen had been reduced to a property of about 500 acres by the time of Marks' death. Helen 
Marks gave slightly more than 50 acres to her son, Dr. Wirt Peebles Marks, in 1900. The remainder 
of Aberdeen was inherited by five of his children in 1910. In 1912, her son, Edward Archibald 
Marks, bought out the interests of his brothers and sisters and became sole owner. One of his 
brothers, William H., continued to live at Aberdeen while Edward, an insurance executive, had his 
home in New Jersey. Edward moved his family to Aberdeen about 1933. Aberdeen was put in the 
name of Edward's wife, Mary Blodgett Marks, on May 3, 1937. Upon her death in 1964, the 
property went to the three children of Edward A and Mary B. Marks: Edward A. Marks, Jr., Wingate 
Harrison Marks, and Mary Virginia Marks. Wingate lived at Aberdeen from 1937 to 1993. Edward 
died in 1983 and left 116'~ of Aberdeen to each of his two children, Irene Marks Rupp and Edward 
A. Marks, 111. Wingate died in 1993 leaving his 113'~ interest to his wife, Mary Lane Marks. Mary 
Virginia died in 1996 leaving 119'~ To Edward 111, 119'~ to Irene Rupp, and 119'~ to Carol Marks 
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Bowman, daughter of Wingate Harrison Marks. Mary Lane died in 2000, leaving 113'~ interest in 
the Mary L. Marks Living Trust for which Carol Marks Bowman sewed as successor trustee. In July 
2000, Carol Marks Bowman purchased all outside interests in Aberdeen. The entire property of 378 
Acres and the house built by Thomas Cocke is now a whole unit owned by Aberdeen Farm 
Properties, LLC, of which Carol Marks Bowman and Mary Elizabeth Marks are members. Both are 
great-great-great granddaughters of Edward Marks of Old Town, friend and fellow farmer of the 
Ruffins and the Cockes. 

The preservation of the agricultural fields, woodlands and wetlands surrounding the main house was 
assured by the placement of the whole property under easement with the Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation in July 2000. This and an easement on the house to the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources will ensure the preservation of Thomas Cocke's house and some of his fields where 
"marling" experiments were conducted. 
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UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The nominated property contains the manor house and the surrounding 378acres of land within Price 
George County. Virginia, Blackwater District tax parcel number 270(0A)00-039-0. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the nominated property of Aberdeen include the main house, the only contributing 
structure, and the surrounding fields and woodland which are contributing resources. These 
resources constitute the total area of the historic property. 
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