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CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Ff kfown) PHYSIGAL APFEARANGE

Rockledge is located ncar Virginia Route 123 on the northern edge of
Occoquan and overlooks the town and Occoquan Creek. The House sits on a
crag, virtually carved out of a solid rock face which rises abruptly behind
the house and descends immediately in front of the facade to the road below.
The structure stands in a state of neglect with two of its three outbuildings
remaining.

The stately dwelling is well-proportioned and has some fine architectural
detailing. The main section is one room deep and two-and-one~half-stories in
height, This section is constructed with stones from the nearby quarry on
Occoquan Creek. Stone houses are rare in Tidewater Virginia and two of
Rockledge's three sections are of this material. Of the two south wings, the
smaller wing, containing the bread oven kitchen, probably was constructed
firgt. The stone wing comnecting the original section to the kitchen came
later., The six-bay facade, the original nouse section and the connecting
wing, faces east and has a stone water-table. The entrance door is in the
fourth bay from the south end of the house, and is reached by steps leading

interior brick chimney stacks are in the main strxucture located at each of
the gable ends and between the second and third bays. The three dormer
windows with pedimented gables are placed, one each, at the center of the )
roof span and at each quarter-span point. These dormers appear to have been '
added after the construction of the stone addition between the kitchen and
the main house. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles laid over the
early wood shingles. A modillin cornice with a wall of Troy fret wolding
runs the entire length of the facade. The first and second story fenestration
pattern is similarly treated. Louvered shutters frame the second story six-
over-nine sash while paneled shutters flank the six-over-six sash first story
windows, Vertically barred grills are found in the water-table under tie
ésecond and third bays and between the fifth amd sixth bays from the south endt
iA later window is found in the water-table between the first and second bays.
"The stonework throughout the entire structure is laid in a rough pattern.

The facade of the one-and~one-half story brick kitchen wing, immediately
to the south of the main residence, has been altered over the years., A tall

gabled dormer windows are used on the asphalt shingled roof. A simple box
cornice is found under the eaves of the facade. The three-bay facade consists
of a doorway centered between two small windows, one double window with threer
over-threec sash and a single window with three-over-three sash.

The west elevation, which is the reax of the house, is partially built
into the c¢liff, The fenestration patterns are irregular and much of the sash
is missing. A simple cornice runs almost the entire length of the west
lelevation. The roof contains one pedimented gabled dormer placed roughly in
1the center of the roof span. The first floor is entered through a portal on
axis with the front door on the east elevation and is connected to it by a
center hall., Projecting from the wall plane of the west elevation, the
kitchen wing envelopes the south corner of the main structure. One pedimente
gable dormer window is found in the roof as well as a gable dormered doorway,
No fenestration pattern can be detected on the first floor.

The south elevation forms an interesting composition of superimposed
cable ends of various roof pitches, construction materials and fenestration

atterns. Both the north and south elevations have two small windows of two-
:ntwo—sashnplaced_onfaither_side~9f—the—ehimney*stﬂckrin—tht—gabie—en&sr"J
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interior brick chimney stack is found in the exposed gable end and two pedimented
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These windows wecre probably the original primary sources of light for the third
floor attic space.

Three large rooms in addition to the central hall and stairway form the
first floor of the main house, Simple woodwork is found in these rooms:
pedestal type chair rails, base boards and cornices. The kitchen wing consists
of a large workspace area dominated by a sizeable fireplace with an iron lintel
and two small bake ovens, where the local flour was baked into loaves for
commercial use. A pantry is also located in the kitchen wing. The second
floor of the house consists of three rooms, two with fireplaces, plus a stalr-
hall and a connecting passageway which leads to the attic space of the kitchen
wing which also has a fireplace., The third floor consists of three rooms,

a stair-hall and closet,

The condition of Rockledge can only be described as poor due to neglect
over many years. Much of the house has been vandalized and structural
problems have developed. All of the mantels and much of the other interior
woodwork has been removed. '

J.L.F,
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! well as picturesque, were recognized by the 1650s when the land was patenteﬁ

S'l:ATEMENT OF S5IGNIFICANCE

Rockledge is significant for its association with the town of Occoquan
and the successive entrepreneurs who sought to realize the town's potential
as a milling, manufacturing, shipping, and travel center. The {finely
proportioned and detailed Georgian house is also claimed to be an early
work by William Buckland, foremost architect of the late-colonial Chesapeak?
region. Buckland allegedly supervised construction of the house under
contract to the quixotic industrialist John Ballendine, the latter then
being engaged in the milling and foundry industries "at or near the falls of
Occoquan."

Ballendine was soon displaced from his home and businesses by an
erstwhile partner, John Semple. The imaginative, but imprudent and poorly
capitalized Ballendine, attempted at one time or another to dig canals, or
otherwise improve transportation on the Potomac or James Rivers; develop
common carrier transportation on the Potomac; tramasport troops or build
their cannon; and conduct sawmills., The picturesque site of Rockledge,
hacked out of solid rock and overlooking the falls of Occoquan, is a
testimonial to Ballendine's imagination,

Ballendine's successor gave up the forge and expanded his milling
operations to cope with the increasing production of wheat, which had
become the staple agricultural crop of Northern Virginia. Semple's
holdings eventually passed to Nathaniel FEllicott, a member of one of
Jeffersonian America's foremost Quaker and milling families, the founders of
Ellicott City, Maryland. Ellicott employed an itinerant teacher and writer
whose account of Occoquan included a reference to Rockledge, '"a house built
on a rock," which surely would have delighted the otherwise dour Ellicott.

The estuary of the Occoquan has attracted the attention of travellers
since the time of John Smith. 1Its natural advantages, being practical as

among the first to be taken up in Northern Virginia. Andrew Burnaby (1760)
John Davis (1801), and Joseph Martin (1836) each recorded their impressions
of the Occoquan as it mears the Chesapeake,

The Occoquan combined continuously strong water power at its falls
with an estuary so broad and deep that it could accomodate the largest

ships of its day. The town which developed was a concentration
point for tabacco during the first-half of the 18th century, and
a link in the great Southern mail route for a century thereafter.
The tavern at Occoquan was described as superior to most.

By the mid-1830s there were numerous houses, shops, stores, and

| : 1 c (oned .y .
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But the estuary of the Occoquan silted up, and the back country trade and
through traffic were diverted by the new railroads and alternate roadways.
Occoquan declined, but the river rolled on "along mountains that rise abruptly
from its bank, while on the opposite shore, which appears to have been formed
by a volcano," there remained as there had been in Davis' day, "mills enveloped
in foam and here and there a dwelling which has vast masses of stone for its
foundation.'" Three of these were on the riverside, and a fourth he described
as the "house built on a rock."
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