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Roclclcdgc i s  located ncar Virginia Routc 123 on the  northern edge of 
Occoquan and overlooks the  town and Occoquan Creek. The House s i t s  on a 
crag,  v i r t u a l l y  carved out of a so l i d  rock face which r i s e s  abruptly behind 
the house and descends immediately i n  f ron t  of the  facade t o  the road below. 
The s t ruc tu re  stands i n  a s t a t e  of neglect with two of i ts  th ree  outbuildings 
remaining. 

The s t a t e l y  dwelling i s  well-proportioned and has some f i n e  a r ch i t ec tu ra .  
deta i l ing.  The main sec t ion  i s  one room deep and two-and-one-half-stories i n  
height.  This sec t ion  i s  constructed with stones from the nearby quarry on 
Occoquan Creek. Stone houses a r e  r a r e  i n  Tidewater Virginia and two of 
~ o c k l e d g e ' s  three  sect ions  are of t h i s  mater ia l .  Of the  two south wings, the  
smaller wing, containing the bread oven kitchen, probably was constructed 
f i r s t .  The stone wing connecting the  o r ig ina l  sec t ion  t o  the  kitchen came 
l a t e r .  The six-bay facade, the  or ig ina l  nouse sec t ion  and the connecting 
wing, faces eas t  and has a stone water-table.  The entrance door is i n  the V) 

four th  bay from the south end of the house, and i s  reached by s t eps  leading 
t o  an elevated stone landing a t  the  same leve l  as the  f i r s t  f loor .  Three 
i n t e r i o r  b r ick  chknney s tacks  a re  i n  the main s t ruc tu re  located a r  each of 

m 

the  gable ends and between the  second and th i rd  bays. The three  dormer 1 - 
windows with pedimented gables are placed, one each, a t  the  center  of the z 
roof span and a t  each quarter-span point .  These dormers appear t o  have been 
added a f t e r  the construction of the  stone addit ion between the  kitchen and 

, -I 
the main house. The roof i s  covered with asphalt  shingles l a i d  over the  

al ear ly  wood shingles.  A modil l in  cornice with a wall  of Troy fre-c molding , 
runs the  e n t i r e  length of the facade. The f i r s t  and second s to ry  f enes t rh t i o :~  C 
pat te rn  is s imi la r ly  t reated.  Louvered shu t te r s  frame the  second story s ~ x -  : o 
ovcr-ninc sash while paneled shu t t e r s  f lank the six-over-six sash f i r s t  s t o r y /  + 
(windows. Ver t ica l ly  barred g r i l l s  a re  Lound i n  the  water-table under the  i - 
.second and th i rd  bays and between the  f i f t h  and s i x t h  bays from the  south end. 
i , A  l a t e r  window i s  found i n  the  water-table between the  f i r s t  and second bays. 
'The stonework throughout the  e n t i r e  s t ruc tu re  i s  l a i d  i n  a rough pattern.  Z 

/ The facade of the  one-and-one-half s t o ry  br ick  ki tchen wing, immediately L" 

t o  the  south of the  main residence, has been a l te red  over the  years. A t a l l  I. 
I l n t c r i o r  b r ick  chimney s tack is found i n  the  exposed gable end and two pedimented 
gabled dormer windows a re  used on the  asphalt  shingled roof.  A simple box 
cornice i s  found under the  eaves of the  facade. The three-bay facade consist.; 

! of a doorway centered between two small windows, one double window with three- 
over-three sash and a s ing l e  window with three-over-three sash. 

The west e levat ion,  which i s  the  r ea r  of the  house, i s  p a r t i a l l y  b u i l t  
i n to  the  c l i f f .  The fenes t ra t ion  pat terns  a re  i r r egu la r  and much of the  sash I. 
IS missing. A simple cornice runs almost the  e n t i r e  length of the west I !elevation. The roof contains one pedimented gabled dormer placed roughly i n  , 

of the roof span. The f i r s t  f loor  i s  entered through a. por ta l  an 
with the  f ron t  door on the  e a s t  e levat ion and i s  connected t o  i t  by a i 

h a l l .  Projecting from the wall plane of the  west e levat ion,  the 
i tchen wing envelopes the  south corner of the main s t ruc ture .  One pedimente 

dormer window i s  found i n  the roof as wel l  as a gable dormered doorway 
pa t t e rn  can be detected on the f i r s t  f loor .  

The south e levat ion forms an in te res t ing  composition of superimposed 
pitches,  construction mater ia ls  and fenes t ra t ion  

I and south 

r-two-sash placebn-si~ther--side-of-*he-eh 
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These windows wcre probably the  o r i g i n a l  primary sources of l i g h t  f o r  the  t h i r d  
f l o o r  a t t i c  space. 

Threc l a r g e  rooms i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  c e n t r a l  h a l l  and s t a i rway  form the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  main house. Simple woodwork is  found i n  these  rooms: 
pcdes ta l  type c h a i r  r a i l s ,  base boards and co rn ices .  The k i t chen  wing c o n s i s t s  
of a l a r g e  workspace a r e a  dominated by a s i z e a b l e  f i r e p l a c e  wi th  an i r o n  l i n t e l  
and two small  bake ovens, where the  l o c a l  f l o u r  was baked i n t o  loaves f o r  
commercial use .  A pantry i s  a l s o  loca tcd  i n  t h e  k i t chen  wing. The second 
f l o o r  of the  house c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  rooms, two with f i r e p l a c e s ,  p lus  a s t a i r -  
h a l l  and a connect ing passageway which leads  t o  t h e  a t t i c  space of the  k i t chen  
wing which a l s o  has a f i r e p l a c e .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  rooms, 
a s t a i r - h a l l  and c l o s e t .  

The cond i t ion  of Rockledge can only be descr ibed  as  poor due t o  neg lec t  
over many years .  Much of t h e  house has been vandalized and s t r u c t u r a l  
problems have developed. A l l  of t h e  mantels and much of t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r i o r  
woodwork has been removed. 

J.L.F. 

I 

I 
I 

G P O  921.724 

- 



PERIOD (CIIOCL Om0 or bfo,a App10~l l" fo)  

PI--Columbionl 16th Centvry a 18th Century 0 20th Csntvry 

0 15th Century O 17th Century U 19th Centvry 

SPECIFIC DATEISI  (11 ~ p p l l c ~ b l o  o n d ~ n o w n )  C.1760 
A R E A S  OF S I C N I F I C I N C E  (Chock On0 or Morm a. Appmprlelo) 

Abor iginol U Education 0 P o l i t i c ~ l  Urban Planning 

Prehistoric a Engineering Rsligion/Phl. p9 Other (SpscfIvJ 

O Historic Industry losophy Histor ical  
0 A p r i c ~ i t u r e  U Inrention 17 Scienca , 

Architecture Londscops Sculpturv 

I Art Architecture Soctal/Humon 
Commerce Liloroturo it0ri.n 
Cornmunicotions Militory U Thsoter 
Consarvotion 0 Mut ic  U Tr.nsportotion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

Rockledge i s  s i gn i f i can t  fo r  i t s  association with the  town of Occoquan 
and the  successive entrepreneurs who sought t o  r e a l i z e  the  town's potent ia l  
as a mi l l ing ,  manufacturing, shipping, and t r ave l  center.  The f ine ly  
proportioned and de ta i led  Georgian house is a l so  claimed t o  be an ear ly  
work by W i l l i a m  Buckland, foremost a rch i tec t  of the  la te -co lon ia l  Chesapeak! 
region. Buckland allegedly supervised construction of the  house under 
contract  t o  the  quixot ic  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  John Ballendine, the  l a t c e r  then 
being engaged i n  the  mi l l ing  and foundry indus t r ies  "at  o r  near the  f a l l s  of 

r- 
Occoquan." 

U Ballendine was soon displaced from h i s  home and businesses by an 
3 erstwhile partner,  John Semple. The imaginative, but imprudent and poorly 
CL capi ta l ized  Ballendine, attempted a t  one time o r  another t o  dig canals,  o r  

I- otherwise improve t ransporta t ion on the  Potomac or  James Rivers; develop 

m common c a r r i e r  t ransporta t ion on the  Potomac; tranaport  troops or  build 
t h e i r  cannon; and conduct sawmills. The picturesque s i t e  of Rockledge, 

Z hacked out of so l i d  rock and overlooking the  f a l l s  of Occoquan, i s  a - 
I test imonial  t o  Ballendine's imagination. 

W  alle en dine's successor gave up the forge and expanded h i s  mil l ing 
operations t o  cope with the increasing production of wheat, which had 

Lil become the s t a p l e  agr icu l tu ra l  crop of Northern Virginia.  Semple's 
m holdings eventually passed t o  Nathaniel E l l i c o t t ,  a member of one of 

Jeffersonian America's foremost Quaker and mil l ing famil ies ,   he faunders 0 

E l l i c o t t  City,  Maryland. E l l i c o t t  employed an i t i ne ran t  teacher and wr i te r  
whose account of Occoquan included a reference t o  Rockledge, "a house b u i l t  

1 on a rock," which surely  would have delighted the  otherwise dour E l l i c o t t .  
The estuary of the Occoquan has a t t r ac t ed  the  a t t en t ion  of t r ave l l e r s  

since the  time of John Smith. Its natural  advantages, being p rac t i ca l  as I among the f i r s t  t o  be taken up i n  Northern Virginia.  Andrew Burnaby (1760) 
John Davis (1801), and Joseph Martin (1836) each recorded t h e i r  impressions 
of the Occoquan as i t  nears the Chesapeake. 

I well as picturesque, were recognized by the 1650s when the  land was patente , i 
The Occoquan combined continuously strong water power a t  i t s  f a l l s  
with an es tuary so broad and deep t h a t  it could accomodate the  la rges t  
ships  of i t s  day. The town which developed was a concentration 
point f o r  tabacco during the f i r s t - h a l f  of the  18th century,  and 
a l i nk  i n  the great  Southern mail route f o r  a century thereaf te r .  
The tavern a t  Occoquan was described as superior t o  most. 

By the  mid-1830s there  were numerous houses, shops, s t o r e s ,  and 
d pvprv n r n s p o +  nf 
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But t h e  e s t u a r y  of t h e  Occoquan s i l t e d  up, and t h e  back count ry  t r a d e  and 
through t r a f f i c  were d i v e r t e d  by t h e  new r a i l r o a d s  and a l t e r n a t e  roadways. 
Occoquan dec l ined ,  bu t  t h e  r i v e r  r o l l e d  on "along m k n t a i n s  t h a t  r i s e  ab rup t ly  
from i t s  bank, wh i l e  on t h e  oppos i t e  shore ,  which appears t o  have been formed 
by a volcano," t h e r e  remained a s  t h e r e  had been i n  Davis' day, " m i l l s  enveloped 
i n  foam and he re  and t h e r e  a dwell ing which has  v a s t  masses of s tone  f o r  i ts  
foundation." Three of t h e s e  were on the  r i v e r s i d e ,  and a f o u r t h  he descr ibed  
a s  t h e  "house b u i l t  on a rock." 

H.P.P .  
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AS the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89665) .  1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
in the ~ ~ t i ~ n ~ l  Register and certify that i t  h a s  been 

Xame I ATTEST: 
Junius R. Fishburne,  Jr. Direc tor  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conrmissio 

I hereby =ertity that this property is included in the 

Nations1 Register. 
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