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Back Creek Farm i s  s i tua ted  i n  the ro l l ing  countryside of Pulaski County, 
near ~ u b l i n .  Set well back from the road, and p a r t i a l l y  hidden from it by 
a r i s e ,  the  house i s  approached from the f ront  along a winding lane through 
the  f ie lds .  

CONDITION 

The two-story, five-bay farmhouse i s  b u i l t  of b r ick  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond 
above a rubble limestone basement and has i n t e r io r  end chimneys with cor-
belled caps. I t s  windows a l l  have plain white frames, jack arches and 
louvered blinds,  with nine-over-six sash on the second f loor  and nine-over-
nine sash on the  f i r s t .  A pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  Ionic porch protects an 
elegant f ront ispiece doorway with stop-fluted Corinthian p i l a s t e r s  carrying 
an enriched entablature and a fanl ight  projecting in to  the  tympanum. The 
fan l igh t  .has unusual wooden mullions i n  the form of undulating rays. A 
s imilar  doorway leads i n to  the dining room of a contemporary e l l .  The e l l  
a lso  had a porch, but it was removed i n  recent years. The fan l igh t  and doo 
of an entrance i n to  t h i s  e l l  are recessed in to  the  wall. A molded wood 
cornice decorates the  gable roof of the house. 

In plan, the  Back Creek farmhouse i s  a modified "I" house with a s i ng l e  
room on e i t he r  s ide  of a cen t ra l  passage. To t h i s ,  on the  r ea r  a t  t he  eas t  
end, i s  appended an o r ig ina l  two-story e l l ,  and a modern kitchen and porch 
have been constructed i n  the  regntrant angle. 

8 E s c R l B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  mown) P H Y s l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

-, 
Excellent Good 0 Foir Detsriorqtsd R u i n s  Unexposed 

The in t e r io r  woodwork i s  of elegant design. The main s t a i r  has a mahogany 
r a i l  which is ramped and eased a t  the slender newel end and a t  the  landing. 
Each of the  treads has a pa i r  of turned balusters  and an elaborate sawn 
bracket. 

(Check One) 

0 Altered Unol ts rsd  

In  the  south par lor  a dado consist ing oE a chair  r a i l  and recessed-panel 
wainscoting i s  ca r r ied  around the room. The mantel has paneled p i l a s t e r s  
supporting consoles each bearing a carved "tobacco-leaf" motif ,  a p l a in  
cen t r a l  t ab l e t ,  and molded shelf .  A s imilar  mantel i s  placed i n  the  dining 
room. Also i n  the  dining room is a s t a i r  similar t o  t h a t  i n  the  entrance 
h a l l ,  but  with l e s s  elaborate brackets. The north parlor i s  embellished 
with a cha i r  r a i l ,  f l u sh  wainscoting, and a mantel with paneled p i l a s t e r s  
and entablature blocks with carved sunbrusts. 

(Check One) 

0 Moved aOrigin,! Site 

Six-panel, raised-panel doors are used throughout the  house, as a re  recesse 
panel window reveals. Scattered through the building are several  f i n e  
specimens of ear ly  hardware. Noteworthy among these i s  the  or ig ina l  brass 
box lock on the f ront  door. This, with i t s  enormous key, i s  s t i l l  the  only 
means of securing the main entrance. 

Rack c r e e k  Farm possesses a r i ch  co l lec t ion  of outbuildings. Behind the  
house t o  the  northwest are two t a l l  br ick buildings. T h e  western of the  t w  
i s  a dairy.  It i s  l a i d  i n  five-course American bond and has a four-course 
molded br ick  cornice as well as ven t i l a to r  s l i t s i n  the  gables. The other  

i s  a kitchen; it i s  b u i l t  i n  Flemish bond and has a double-course hounds-
tooth cornices The two a re  linked by a recently b u i l t  b r ick  connector tha t  
replaces a timber-framed one v i s i b l e  i n  a nineteenth-century photograph i n  
the  owners' possession. ( s e e  continuation sheet  111) _. . 
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Back Creek Farm, i n  t h e  h i l l s  of Pulaski  County nor th  of Dublin, has  a 
no tab le  c o l l e c t i o n  of e a r l y  outbui ld ings  accompanying t h e . f i n e  Ear ly  
Republican dwelling house. Associated with t h e  Cloyds, a family. important 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a rea ,  t h e  farmstead g raph ica l ly  i l l u s t r a t e s  
t h e  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic l i f e  of t h e  Vi rg in ia  
f r o n t i e r .  

The f i r s t  Cloyd i n  southwest Vi rg in ia  was David Cloyd, who l o s t  h i s  wife  
and a son i n  a skirmish with Indians a t  h i s  home near  F i n c a s t l e ,  Bote tour t  
County. H i s  son Joseph (1742-1833), t h e  probable b u i l d e r  of Back Creek 
Farm's house, was commissioned i n  t h e  m i l i t i a  i n  1774, and i n  1779 was 
appointed Major of M i l i t i a  i n  Colonel W i l l i a m  resto on's b a t t a l i o n  by 
Governor Thomas Jefferson.  Af ter  the  Revolution, Joseph Cloyd e s t a b l i s h e d  
himself a s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  landholders  i n  t h e  (then) Montgomery and 
Botetourt  County area.  I n  1780 he purchased 400 ac res  i n  Bote tour t  County 
from h i s  f a t h e r  f o r  8,000 pounds. I n  1781, 246 ac res  a t  Back Creek were 
surveyed f o r  him, and a year  l a t e r ,  he acquired another  730 ac res  "on t h e  
sun sh iny  r.idget' i n  Montgomery County. It was during t h i s  t ime t h a t  he 
b u i l t  f o r  h i s  wife ' s  convenience (as a condi t ion  f o r  moving t o  Montgomery 
County) t h e  New Dublin Presbyter ian  Church i n  t h e  Back Creek area .  Ap-
pa ren t ly  he r e t a ined  c o n t r o l  of t h a t  bui ld ing  f o r  the  r e s t  of h i s  long 
l i f e ,  f o r  h i s  w i l l  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  congregation b e  allowed t o  cont inue  
t o  worship there .  

By t h e  time of h i s  death,  Joseph Cloyd had amassed 1870 ac res  on Back 
Creek, which he l e f t  t o  h i s  son David, who passed it on t o  h i s  son James 
(1828-1892). It was during t h e  l a t t e r ' s  tenure ,  on May 9, 1864, t h a t  t h e  
B a t t l e  of ~ l o y d ' sMountain was fought on the  property.  The house served 
t h a t  day a s  a h o s p i t a l  and as  headquarters  f o r  t h e  Union General Crook, 
under whose command were Captains Rutherford B. Hayes and W i l l i a m  
McKinley. 

The farm remained i n  the  family u n t i l  1930. The present  owners, George C. 
and Virg in ia  D. F a r r i s ,  have owned Back Creek Farm f o r  about 25 years .  

Back Creek's a r c h i t e c t u r a l  splendor i s  a product of the  second genera t ion  
of se t t l emen t  i n  southwest Virg in ia .  With c o l o n i a l  r e s t r a i n t s  on mipra-
t i o n  beyond the  mountains removed and with the  p o l i t i c a l  t h r e a t  from Great 
B r i t a i n  ext inguished,  post-Revolutionary s e t t l e r s  i n  southwest Vi rg in ia  
quickly  e rad ica ted  t h e  n a t i v e  American populat ion and e s t a b l i s h e d  secure  

(see  cont inuat ion  s h e e t  #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Behind t h e  house t o  t h e  no r th  i s  a  b r i c k  c o t t a g e  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American 
bond. B u i l t  i n t o  a  bank, i t  i s  one-story high wi th  a  f u l l - l e n g t h  porch on 
t h e  f r o n t  and two-s tor ies  high on the  r e a r .  It has e x t e r i o r  end f l u e s  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e  a  pos t -Civ i l  War cons t ruc t ion  date .  

About 150 yards f a r t h e r  no r th  i s  an impressive Pennsylvania-type bank ba rn  
wi th  a  supported forebay. The gable ends, basement, and por t ions  of  t h e  
upper wa l l s  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  wrought of l imestone rubble. V e n t i l a t o r  s l i t s  i n  
t h e  gables  and f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  s tone  arches i n  t h e  wal l s  suppor t ing  t h e  forebag 
and over  t h e  door and window openings o f  t h e  basement make t h i s  one o f  t h e  
outs tanding  barns  of southwest Virginia .  

Other  frame sheds and outbui ld ings  a re  s c a t t e r e d  among those  a l r eady  describec.  
Noneof  t h e s e  o l d e r  farmbuildings a r e  used any longer;  a  modern ( a f t e r  1969) 
farmstead e r e c t e d  down t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  south  of  t h e  house now se rves  t h e  
farm. Also t o  t h e  south  of t h e  house, j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  f r o n t  yard,  i s  a 
mounting block t h a t  i s  v i s i b l e  i n  the  photograph mentioned above. The photo- 
graph a l s o  makes i t  evident  t h a t  t h e  present  fence l i n e s  a r e  unchanged from 
t h e  n ine teen th  century.  
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/ 8. SIGNIFICANCE 

set t lements  and l a r g e  farms. The outbuildings are  a  reminder of the  s e t t l e -  
ment process of western Virginia  with Scotch-Ir ish and German s e t t l e r s  
migrat ing down through the  Valley of Virginia from Pennsylvania i n  the mid-
eighteenth century. The barn i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  worthy of note  i n  t h i s  connec-
t ion .  It i s  a splendid Pennsylvania-type,supported-forebay barn t h a t  even 
r e t a i n s  the  south-facing o r ien ta t ion  of the  forebay t y p i c a l  of such barns i n  
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The barn 's  f i n e  stonework and l a rge  s i z e  g ive  
i t  espec ia l  meri t .  
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I. NAME 
COMMON A N D / O R  H 1 9 T O R 1 C  N U M E R I C  C O D E  (Il..l@ntd b7NP.S) 

Back Creek Farm Back Creek Farm 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E  C O U N T Y  IT O W N  

V i r g i n i a  I Pu laski  I (Dublin v i c i n i t y )  
S T R E E T  ANDNUMBSR 

West bank of Back Creek, .5 mile  west of Route 100; 

1 m i l e  northwest of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routes 100 and 627. 


3. MAP REFERENCE . 
S O U R C E  D A T E  S C A L E  

USGS 7%' quadrangle, 

S t a f f o r d s v i l l e ,  Va. 1965 1:24000 
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