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D E S C R I B E  T H E  PRESENT AND O R I G I N A L  (llbl~lvn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Although the Ingles family controlled both s ides  of the New River a t  the 
ferry s i t e ,  the main base of t h e i r  establishment was located on the Pulaski 
side.  A t  the height of i t s  operation, Ingles Ferry included the tavern 
(which a l so  contained a s t o r e ) ,  s tab les  and the ferry house. The e a r l i e s t  
portion of the tavern was erected i n  1772 with logs from an abandoned for t .  
Several addit ions were made, but the only remaining portions of the 
building a r e  the ear ly  one-story log section and an early-nineteenth- 
p n t u r y  two-story frame wing. A t  present the r emins  of the tavern a r e  
unoccupied and a r e  i n  a poor s t a t e  of repair .  The one-story ferry house 
which contained the winch used t o  propel the boats burned i n  1967, and 
only i.ts tuo .. .. c h i h e y s  remain. Across the r i ve r ,  on the Fadford s ide ,  stand3 
Inglepide, a two-st0rffm.e house erected by John Ingles i n  1790. The 
housi  i s  i i i 'ex&llent cdndition hnd i s  owned by descendants of the Ingles ul .. .. - -  . . I  ..,. 
family. rn 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I C N I F I C I N  C E  ( I n ~ f ~ d e  Psramap.8. Date., EI."~.? Efs.) 1 
Ingles Ferry was s t a r t ed  by William Ingles i n  1762 when he obtained a 
l icense to  operate a ferry  boat across the New River. Ingles was 
ass i s ted  i n  h i s  enterpr ise  by h i s  brother-in-law, John Draper. The 

volume of commerce and t rave l  increased rapidly,  and the ferry became a 
prosperous business. The boat ran day and night ,  and the t o l l s  amounted 
t o  over a thousand dol la rs  a month. h e r  the ferry moved a major portion 
of the ear ly  s e t t l e r s  taking up land i n  Kentucky and Tennessee. The ' 
Ingles Ferry tavern, erected i n  1772 on the Pulaski s ide  of the r i ve r ,  
became a popular soc ia l  center  with Andrew Jackson and George Rogers 
Clark among i t s  more notable patrons. The bridge was burned i n  1864 by 
re t rea t ing  Confederate soldiers .  The ferry boat was again put i n to  
service  and continued t o  operate u n t i l  1948 when the l a s t  boat sank. 
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Ingles Ferry was important a s  a ( local)  soc ia l  center  and a s  a v i t a l  
point i n  the westward movement tha t  continued through most of the 

nineteenth century. 
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