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DESCRIBE IHE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNO\NN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The 1921 Dalton Theatre  Building is  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  bui ld ing  s i t u a t e d  on 
CTashington Avenue i n  R ~ l a s k i  ad jacen t  t o  Peak Creek. I t  i s  a  t h ree - s to ry  s t r u c t u r e  
d iv ided  by s l i g h t l y  p ro jec t ing  p i l a s t e r s  i n t o  f i v e  bays of  t h r e e  openings each. 
Cn t h e  ground s t o r y  t h e  c e n t r a l  en t rance ,  which lacks  its o r i g i n a l  marquee, i s  
marked by a  low e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h  and. i s  fl.anked by a  p a i r  of  s t o r e f r o n t s .  These 
have been a l t e r e d  wi th  ~ o d e r n  g l a s s  s t o r e f r o n t s ;  a  s imple,  c l a s s i c a l  bank facade 
on the  no r th  has been removed. A t  t h e  r i g h t  (south) end of  t h e  facade i s  a  fan- 
light-crowned doorway leading  t o  o f f i c e s  and apartments on t h e  second and t h i r d  
f l o o r s .  The upper s t o r i e s  of  t h e  facade a r e  p ierced  w i t h  p l a i n  111-sash windows. 
~ r c h i t e c t u r a l '  t rea tment  i s  confined t o  lozenge-shaped pa t te rned  brickwork i n  tile 
spandre ls  between t h e  f loors '  and t o  a  one-story square tower placed over  the  narrow 
c e n t r a l  bay. Sheet metal d e n t i l  corn ices  have been removed from t h e  facade of 
t h e  main block and t h e  tower, which a r e  faced rzith cream-colored b r i ck .  A t  t h e  
r e a r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  is t h e  gable-roofed auditor ium and a  p l a i n  f i v e - s t o r y  equip- 
ment tower se rv ing  t h e  s t a g e .  

The p lan  o f  t h e  Dalton bu i ld ing  is not  e l abora t e .  An e n t r y  passage between 
t h e  two s t r e e t - f r o n t  shops l e a d s  back t o  a  s l ~ a l l  lobby rihich provides access  t o  t h e  
main f l o o r  and t h e  s t a i r s  t o  t h e  balcony. The square auditor ium faces  a deep 
s t a g e  wi th  a t t e n d a n t  s e r v i c e  and d res s ing  rooms. 

The auditoriuni of  t h e  Dalton Theatre is  noteworthy f o r  i t s  e l a b o r a t e  Eeaux- 
Ar ts  decora t ion .  The wa l l s  a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  panels by enriched Jloric p i l a s t e r s  
bearing car touches  wi th  t h e  i n i t i a l  "D" on t h e i r  c a p i t a l s .  A f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  
i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. Crucia l  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  marked by 
brackets  bearing gro tesque  masks painted gold;  t hese  a r e  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
gold-painted wa1.l l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s ,  which a r e  fashioned i n  the  l i keness  of  women's 
heads. The undula t ing  balcony i s  supported on t h r e e  Scaiiiozzi Tonic columns; i t s  
facade is d iv ided  i n t o  r ec t angu la r  panels  wi th  enriched moldings. A l a r g e  c e n t r a l  
p l a s t e r  wreath w i t h  fes toons  f i l l s  each panel .  The 34-foot  s t a g e  is  framed by 
a  l a r g e  proscenium a r c h  wi th  a  c e n t r a l  car touche  and hung wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c u r t a i n .  
From t h e  e l a b o r a t e l y  paneled and molded c e i l i n g  hang t h e  o r i g i n a l  a u d i t c r i m l i g h t s .  

A t  t h e  balcony l e v e l  is t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  roox, which s i i l l  conta ins  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
equipment, and   he main t h e a t r e  o f f i c e ,  l i t  €run a  sky l igh ted  corirt betrueen the 
o f f i c e  block and t h e  t h e a t r e  block. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dalton Theatre  Building on 1,:ashington Avenue i n  Pulaski ,  bui lL i n  1921 
and designed by James C. Lombard & Company of  Washington, D.C. f o r  the  f i rm of 
Dalton Brothers and Richardson, i s  a f i n e  specimen of  t h e  Beaux-Arts-style 
e n t e r t a i m e n t  palaces of  t h e  e a r l y  20th century .  I t s  hai ldsoneinter ior  decora t ion  
would be noteworthy anywhere; i n  Southwest V i rg in i a  it is t h e  only  known surv iv-  
ing  e x m p l e  of  such a t h e a t r e .  

Opened i n  July 1921 a s  a vaudev i l l e  and movie t h e a t r e ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  shows 
t h e  inf luence  of Adler and S u l l i v a n ' s  renowned 1889 Auditorium Building i n  
C'licago i n  its use of  a n  e l a b o r a t e  auditor ium coupled wi th  a Commercial S t y l e  
business  block t o  gene ra t e  i n c m e .  The connection w i t h  t h e  o l d e r  bu i ld ing  is  made 
c x p l i c i t  by t h e  use of a s q u a t  square  tower s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one on the  Auditorium. 
The o r i g i n a l  t enan t s  of t h e  s t o r e f r o n t s  were a bark and a drugs tore ;  o f f i c e s  and 
a p a r b e n t s  f o r  v i s i t i n g  p e r f o m e r s  occupied the  upper two f l o o r s .  

The advent of  t a l k i n g  movies and t h e  dec l ine  of vaudevi l le  meant t h a t  t h e  
Eal ton 's  heyday, s t imu la t ed  by i t s  having t h e  l a r g e s t  s t a g e  along t h e  ra i l .  l i n e  
f r o n  Richmond to Tennessee, had ended by 1930, al though i t  continued t o  se rve  a s  
a niovie t h e a t r e  u n t i l  t h e  mid-1960s. It i s  now unused, but  plans a r e  underway 
f o r  i ts  renovat ion  and reuse  a s  a community-owned f a c i l i t y .  
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