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JD ESCRIBE THE F’RESENI AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

' 1. General Statement:

. Lo Architectural characher: Koﬂtpelier ig an unusually
large and ilmposing »nlantation house for tae arce with an elght-
canll century core and addltions from several later perlicds.

A . . 2 - B - : N .

| The e oxgtlon ry nature of the house gives 1t 1ts principal
rarcnitectural interest.

Conalglon of Iabric: Stiructurally sound but not well

'II. Descriptiocn of the Exterior:
pean %. Cverall dlmensions: The two-story house is eleven-bays
(110 ft.) long on the cast side. Trom the west, it becones
) ?
| apparent taat the nouse structure is “wdc up of a flive-bay main
| block wita north apd south. three-bay 1 ngs. The slope of the
f;ll cr reates 4 nigh Zngiish baserwent oq the east side. At one
iLe the wings were apparently one-story; a brick second story
was added.
E. Foundatlons: Uncoursed rubble limestone.

C. Wall comstructicn: 8Stone and brici are covered with
& coal ol smooth tan-yellow scored stucco to resemble ashlar,
zZ1 nenta such as keystones are alsc delineated.

D. ZPorches: On the west, a three~bay porch with a brackewn
ed cornice 1ls supported by fou” niers. Cn the east, ithe domi-

o

oxr the housc with ei; nt larse stuccoed provineial Tuscan columns
The verandah f'_Loor':mD is supperted by elght brick piers, one
located under each colunn,
; Z, Chinneys: There i1s an interior-end chiluney at each end
of the mailn block, and cone at the end of each wing.,  A4ll have
Drick stacks and corbelled caps.
¥. Openlngs:
i. Doorways and docors: The doorways in the central

Day opeining intc the hall have rectanéular transcis with geo-
metric designs and deuble doors. The doorways ongning from the
wings cnto the verandah havse “ecuwnguTar transoms with two rows
of three lights. The south doorway has no iranscm. The center-
bay deorwvay 1n the English basement has double deoors and a tran-
sox made up of two rows of Tive lizhts.
2. VWindows: Soume of the windowc on the east slide

r eawlv nine-over-nine or six-over-nine wooden double

retazin tael

nung sashes., Otnb¢s, and all of those on tne west side, have
had the sashes changed to two-over~two lights in the ea rly
twentleth centurv.

o

G. Roof: The mable roof covering the central biock has

& Ccross gabTG on the eazst and the west sicve. The gable rcof
system 1 complicated by the lower ridse line and western slope
of the wiags, althoush the eastern roof slope appears to be
uniforn as 1t extends over tkzc verandah.

III. Descripticn of the Interlor:
A. Floor plan: The house iLs only cne room deep. In uhe

3
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nant Ifeature is a two-story verandah stretching the entire lengih

|

|
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baseuyent a series ol roome stretch wlonQ the length. On the Cipst
floor the maln block is an example of a contral hall two-over-two
pian. A4 small hall cpens off the north and scuth roos~s and leads
Lo a narrow stalr. From that point, ancther roon opens in the end
| ¢T each wing. 4 s wijﬁr nlan Is Tollowed on “he second Tloor.
; 5. Stairways The main stair is = two-run, open-siring
i stalr with r§0uanbulur balusters and a molded handrail. There is
gf? Orna“eztﬁt bracket work a§d a nuarter fan dssign ow gach riser
v epandrsel, The secondary stulrs in each wing are enclosed, one-
i r™in stulirs.
f C. Wall and celling Tinish: The ceilinzs are plaster. In |
many rocus the Daper is peeling, reveallinz nineteenth century geo-l
| mevric deslgns painted on the walls, The norita rocm in the main
Dlcocx ig Tinished with circa 1800 style paneiling.
D. Doorways and doors: Bixupaqcliea wooden Adcors nave 4oors
P ways with architrave trim, Panclicd double doors with a cross
ar lead to lhe extericr Iror the hall,
Z. Trims There is 2z crown molding cornice and a melded
chair r=il in all ol thc rooxs except the second floor wing roomnd,
The most elaborate room in the house, thne northern room of the i

¥
H

&
e

in bloeix is fully paneiled. A wide entablature with a molded
rmic

F. Heating: Fireplaces in every room provide the only heating arrange
ment in the house. The most elaborate mantel, in the panelled room, has an
entablature with a molded cornice, Wall-of-Troy dentil, stylized metope and
triglyph frieze and panelled pilasters. Other features of the mantels are
wide shelves, panelled and fluted pilasters, dentils, quarter fan designs and
a marbleized finish. In the second floor wing rooms, the mantel shelves are
shallower and the frieze is not as deep as in the other mantels.
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b ,» Zenle roofed, two-story cabin with
v 1s located scuthh of the house and cut-
te ningteesnin century or ear*y twentieth
ds are cluztered To the soutn, and a pictur-
nocentury barn surrounded by a rail fence

ok ot

cornice, Wall- o*—Tﬂoy dentil and z Trieze wits metope and tri-
zlyph encircles the room. Two Tluted pilasters flank a wide panel
ebeve the wmantel, The windows nave archltrave trim and are deep
set in zl1ll the rooms, exceplt in those in the second floor wing
TOOLS .

1ldings ware ralised and put on cinder)

5
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l 1 15th Century {J 17th Century ) 19th Ceatury
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i Aborigina [T} Education ] Political L] Urban Planning
‘E i Prehistoric (] Engincering ] Religion/Phi. ) Other (Specity)
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|
lstaTemENT OF sigNIFIcANCE
]
i

Yontpelier is th leally noted and architectur-
2ily i1uposling early » s¢ remzining in Rappahanrock
Sounty. Dramnatically 8 steep hili, it has long been
ta foecanl point for the P.7,{Francis Thornitocn) Valley !
stretchling Iron Sperr - snannock, Culpeper and
Madlison county lines, !

Francls Thornicn a zrant of many thousands of ’
acres in present aay Ra gkt inciuding the .7, Valley.

He ond kis chnlldren, Willlaw, Jchin and Mary, cane to thls
vilderness area about 1740, in part Lo egscape the menzce of
mnzlaria-besaring moscuitos in the lowlanda., Francls Thornton
bullt Montpeller for Williszm, znd another house, Thornton HIlI,
at the head o7 the valley Tor John. Ceorge ) vn;ngto as a
cousin of the Thornicns and waz a fresuent visitor al Hon tbplieq

Kontpneller wac inherited by Dr. Philiv Tnownucu, son of
Willlam, and hle French wife, Car oTine Homassel, wono, it is
gaid, entertained Louis Phlliwnpe of IFrance there. The vrovperty
‘rexained in the Thcrnton family untll the death of Carcline
Hopassel in 1876, when it was purchased by Zechariszh Hudson !
Sneckieford. The Shacklefords kept the house until the late
1960's, when it beczme the urovertj of Jawes W. Fleicher and
nls wife Zildred Thorntor, a descendant of Francig Thorntcn,

Altnough the house has undeﬂgonb alteraticns and enlarge=-
ment on the exterior, it retains much fine equy woodworiz, and
iax dwporvant s one of thwe princinle ssats of the Thorntons,
Presently wnoccupled, ”ontpelier remalns one ol the major land-
marss ol piledmoant Virzinia.

G.H.
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o Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey.
Po\io\ Contral by USGS, USCAGS, and USCE

o o Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial

photographs taken 1959. Field checked 1961

Polyconic projection. 1927 Morth American datum | :

10,000-foot grid based on Virginia coordinate system, north zone

1000-meter Universal Trangverse Mercator grid ticks,
zone 17, shown in blue
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