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DESCRIBETHE PHESElvT  Al4D OHlGlNAL ( I F  KIiOWNi PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - ~ 

- M t .  Salem B a p t i s t  1,leeting ticluse i s  set o n  a  wooded i n c l i n e  on t h e  s o u t h  s p u r  o f  Long 
NDuntain, s o u t h e a s t  o f  Washington i n  Rappahannocli County. Begun i n  March 1850, t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  was occupied i n  J a n u a r y  1851 ,  a l t h o u g 5  a p p a r e n t l y  i t  was n o t  f i n i s h e d  by t h a t  
t i n s .  

Tae c h u r c l ~  i s  a  one-s to ry ,  g a b l e - r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  h u i l t ,  as t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
s p e c i f i e d ,  o f  ( d r y - l a i d  r u b b l e )  s t o n e ,  50 f e e t  by 40 f e e t ,  and c o v e r e d  w i t h  s c o r e d  s t u c c o .  
T h e - l o n g  s i d e s  a r e  t h r e e  bays  i n  l e n g t h  w i t h  l a r g e  12/12/12 s a s h  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  
and t h r e e - p a n e l  rvooden s h u t t e r s .  The east gable-end i s  two b a y s  rb,ide., w i t h  doors  i n  each 
o f  t h e  g round- f loor  bays ,  616 s a s h  i n  t h e  second f l o o r ,  and e l u n e t t e  i n  t h e  g a b l e .  The 
wes t  z n b l e  is b l i n d .  A m l d e d  c o r n i c e  a d o r n s  t h e  e a v e s ,  and t h e  whole i s  covered 
w i t h  s t a n d i n g - s c a a  s h e e t  n e t a l  t h r o u g h  which p r o j e c t  trio s m a l l  b r i c k  s t o v e  f l u e s .  

1-he i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  church  i s  v e r y  p l a i n .  It i s  a  s i n g l e  open room w i t h  a g a l l e r y  
o v e r  t h e  r e a r  t h i r d  of  t h e  ram. T h i s  j.s d i v i d e s  on i t s  f a c e  i n t o  t h r e e  bays ,  each  w i t h  
a  s i n e l e  r e c e s s e d ,  applied-mold p z n e l  w i t h  t h e  .i;hole s u p p o r t e d  on a  p a i r  o f  Tuscan c o l u m s .  
In  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  f i r s :  f l o o r ,  a n  e n c l o s e d  s t a i r  p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
g a l l e r y .  T h i s  i s  unusua l  i n  t h a t  s t e p s  ascend  bo th  from t h e  i n s i d e  and from a n  e x t e r i o r  
d o o r  0x1 t h e  s o u t h  \.:all. The two f l i g h t s  n ~ e e t  a t  a  l a n d i n g  t h e  w i d t h  of a s i n g l e  t r e a d  
and t h c n  ascend t h e  remain ing  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  g a l l e r y .  

Aga ins t  t h c  h lank  r e s t  w a l l  i s  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  pu1;i:. The o r i g i n a l  pews, which 
had bezn  removed from t h e  church  d u r i n g  i t s  vacancy,  have s i n c e  heen  rccovered .  Thc on ly  
o t h e r  d e c o r a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  Bcnja-iin;..:lue door  and r,:indor.r heods  i.:itl-1 t h e i r  c o r n e r  h locLs ,  
c e n t r a l  t a b l e t s ,  and ramped l i n t e l s .  

Tlie church  a l s o  r e t a i n s  a  l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y ,  E a s t l a k e - s t y l e  prrnp o rgan .  Likc  t h e  
pel,?$, i t  was once l o s t ,  h u t  h a s  s i n c e  been r o t u r n r d  t o  t h e  church .  

The r e e i s t c r  hcunds n p p r o x i z a t e  t h e  one-acre  l o r  t h a t  t h e  church  s i ts  on and c o n s i s t  
of  t h e  road at  t l ~ c  ~ 3 ~ 1 t h  niid wes t  and t h e  lirndts o f  t h e  c l e z r e d  a r e a  a t  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t .  
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER'ARCHITECT Henry H i l l e r ,  Supt .  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Begun i n  1850, Rappahannock County's %It .  Salem B a p t i s t  Meeting House i s  an 
e x c e l l e n t l y  preserved  and well-docunented example of a  r u r a l  Virg in ia  church of t h e  mid- 

! 
19th century.  Typica l  of such r e c o t e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  ~ r c h . i t e c t u r a l l y  

I 
1: 
il conserva t ive ,  having more t h e  c h a r a c t e r o f  a  Federa l -s ty le  bu i ld ing  of t h e  preceding 

generat ion.  The few d e t a i l s  of t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  i n  t h e  more up-to- 
da te  Greek Reviva l  s t y l e  in sp i r ed  by t h e  p a t t e r n  books of Asher Benjamin. A d i s t i n c t i v e  
f e a t u r e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  unique framing system of t h e  roof ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  

1 I/ 

,I 
bev~i lder tng  p l e n i t u d e  of  members braced l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  r a t h e r  than i n  t r u s s e s .  The over ly  
conipl.icated system i s  probably a  r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h e  inexperience of t h e  b u i l d e r s .  1 

I 

PIt. Salem was organized November 27, 1824, r;hen i t s  members r a t  t o  draw up t h e i r  
const i t :ut ion.  N i l l i am F. Broaddus was chosen pas to r .  The membership list inc luded males 
and females, wh i t e s  and b lacks ,  t h e  l a t t e r  an unusual nomenclature f o r  Kegroes i n  t h e  19th  
century. Apparent ly a  meeting house was b u i l t  sozetime s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  :; 
i t ,  along with a  schoolhouse, is r!entioned i n  thz  1828 deed t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  church ,i 
from the  landowners,  Elr. O'Bonnon and Plr. Arden. The schoolhouse was used a s  a  school 
during t h e  rreck and on Sundays served a s  a  meetin:, p l a c e  f o r  t h e  congregat ion t o  conduct 
t h e i r  bus iness .  The minutes  of t h e  bus iness  meetings of t h e  ? I t .  Salem congregat ion  a r e  

#I 
complete from 1824 t o  190$ and r evea l  not only  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  ope ra t ion  of  t h e  church 
but  a l s o  muc.h about  t h e  moral and s o c i a l  atmosphere of t h e  community. Members o f t h e  I 
church i.!ho were accused of  unseemly behavior had hea r ings  s i m i l a r  t o  a c o u r t  case before  
t h e i r  pccrs .  I n  one case  Brother Jones v a s  accused of s e l l i n g  s l e v s s  f o r  "mere gain", a  i 
pra;:fice s t r o n g l y  opposed by t h e  church. I n  defense he s a i d  he rras on ly  doing  i t  t o  r a i s e  
money t o  pay h i s  j u s t  debts .  

I n  1830 a r e s o l u t i o n  was o f fe red  thanking t h e  community f o r  t h e i r  h e l p  i n  completing 
a n d  ma:;ing r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  meeting house. T h i s  was t h e  e a r l i e r  bu i ld ing  r ep laced  by t h e  
prcscni s t r u c t u r e  by 1851. It  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  congregation was not  a  weal thy one, a s  
they i:erc not  always a b l e  t o  send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t l ie Bap t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  n!eetings. 
Great cnre was expended i n  p lans  f o r  t h e  p resen t  s t r u c t u r e .  Two y s a r s  <!ere spcut  i n  
s o l i c i t i n g  funds  f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  follor.!ing t h f  dec i s ion  t o  bu i ld  a new house of worship 
r a t h e r  than r e p a i r  t h e  o l d  one i n  I.:ay of 1848. F i n a l l y  i n  ?L?rch o f  1850, a  r e s o l u t i o n  
was offescd that t h e  meeting l!ous- ::11ould be b u i l t  50 f e e t  by 110 :zi t  on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  t h e  
bui ld ing  m a t e r i a l  t o  be of s tone.  Thcse measure:-ents a r e  the esacc ones o f  t h e  present: 
structure. 

i '  
lu Piarch 1851. llenry >iLllcr ,  one of t h r e e  men appointed t o  cake the  o r i g i n a l  arrange-  

ments, xas  pa id  $75 f o r  superv is ing  t h e  work, y e t  a s  l a t e  a s  J u l y  1852, t h e  house was s t i l l  
not finir;lied. The congregation ordered t h e  bu i ld ing  cornnittee t o  s e l l  a l l  of  the  l e f t o v e r  
bui ld ing  m a t e r i a l s  " a f t e r  the  meeting house i s  cocpleted" along x i t h  p a r t s  of  t h e  o l d  

I 
1 

r fe t i t l i :  house and t o  use t h c  money t o  r e p a i r  t h e  remaining por t ion  of t h e  o l d  housc f o r  use' l  
a s  a scl~ooltlouse. Thus, t h e  1824 m e t i n g  house :<as supplanted hy t h e  p r e s e n t  one and !!as I 

subs t :~ ; i t ia l . ly  a l t e r e d  , indeed p a r t l y  demolished, i n  1852. (See Continuat ion Sheet #1) ~1 1 
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19G8, 1978 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  L a n d a a r k s  Comiilission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Kichl~~ond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

T r u s t e e s  o f  Plt. Salem Cliurch: 
George Davis 
J c a n n c t t e  I 'ul len 
C l a r a  Ilpdike 
Anrrr Keyscr 
Lou i se  O'Bnnnon 
Jnmcs Burke 

The congrega t ion  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l o u r i s h  d u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  I n  1859 a n  
o r d e r  was i s s u e d  t o  have t h e  gable? c n d s  of  t h c  lneet ing house  secured; i n  1875 n n ~ o t i o i ~  
was made t o  ci?!ploy a c a r p e n t e r  t o  supc!rintend t l ic  s l ~ i n g l i n p ,  o f  t h e  meetin:, house  r o o f .  
Tire c a r c f u l l g  p r e s e r v e d  mini i tc  books c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  1904.  The c o n g r e g a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
he  an  a c t i v e  oiie u n t i l  t h e  church  n n s  c l o s e d  i n  1.942, and excep t  f o r  n  b r i e f  
p e r i o d  i n  1959,  t h e  c h u r c h  was unuscd u n t i l  1977 r.!l!en it \?as r e s t o r e d  and p laced  back i n  
n:onttrly s e r v i c e .  A group t c ~ d a y  i s  a c t i v e l y  v:arl;ing t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  i o r  M t .  Sa lem's  
preservation. 








