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Located in the southeastern portion of Rappahannock County, the village of Laurel Mills is a 
cohesive residential, commercial. and industrial community dating from the second quarter of the 
19th century. The village. located along the western banks of the Thomton River, is surrounded 
by rural farms. open pastures. and wooded lots. The Laurel Mills Historic District boundaries 
extend along Laurel Mills Road &om the Thornton River. which forms the eastern boundaw. to 
the western edge of Laurel M i  Fann. Thought to be one of the earliest areas of settlement in 
the county. the village was probably originally part of Newbv's Crossroads, which lies iust to the 
east, until a post office was established in 1847. The land that became Laurel Mills was also 
known to have an established mistmill and sawmill bv 1821. 

The wood-kame. log. and masonry buildings that make up the village are oriented along Laurel 
M i  Road near the west bank of the Thornton River. The earlv domestic and commercial 
dwellings are primarily set close to the road and feature massy yards with mature trees and 
shrubs. Laurel M i  Fann is set on a grassy blufToverlooking the village to the southeast and 
features a rolling landscape to the northeast. 

Historically a thriving. industrial-focused village, Laurel Mills is marked by a collection of 
domestic and commercial buildings that primarily developed in response to a growing mill 
industry. The buildings primarily date from the 1840s to the earlv 1900s. when the mill was 
rebuilt after a fie. Many of the buildings display the fashionable architectural styles of the period 
in which they were constructed. The dominant forms and styles, often vernacular in interpretation. 
include the Greek Revival. Queen Anne, Italianate. Gothic Revival. and a non-contributing ranch. 
In addition. a row of three workers' houses dating to the mid-19th century features several 
vernacular forms. while the mill ruins represent early-20'~-century industrial architecture. Finally 
a non-contributing bridge. which replaced an historic 1925 metal truss bridge in 1975, spans the 
Thornton River. A total of twelve contributing and seven non-contributing resources are included 
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in the district. The period of significance in Laurel Mills extends fkom circa 1840, when the first 
workers' houses were constructed to support an early gristmill. to 1927 when the woolen mill 
ceased operation. Laurel Mi appears today much as it did when the mill closed in 1927. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Dating to circa 1847, the original portion of Laurel Mills Farm (078-0058-0001). located at 435 
Laurel Mills Road, stands as one of the most elaborate b u i l d i s  in the district. Significantly 
altered in the Queen Anne style circa 1880, the dwelling was originally constructed as a Greek 
Revival-influenced wood-frame I-house. The original two-story, center-hall dwelling featured 
weatherboard cladding. a central entry. a side-gabled roof, and a stone foundation. Although 
vernacular in form. several of the original Greek Revival-~eriod influences remain visible. The 
Greek Revival style. which drew on monumental Classical Greek architecture, was popular in 
Virginia from about 1840 to 1860. Identifving features of the style generally include a shallow- 
pitched gabled roof. symmetrical fenestration, a heavy molded cornice, a column-supported 
porch, and a muk-light transom and sidelights. Laurel Mills Farm retains the original central 
entry with it5 characteristic transom from this period. although later expansions of the dwelling 
made the entrance off center. 

A circa 1870 renovation at Laurel M i  Farm illustrates the use of the Italianate stvle. The style 
originated in England as part of the bict~esclue movement. a reaction against purely classical 
forms. Characteristic of the style. popular between 1850-1885. is the application of eave brackets 
and the use of decorative lintels. arched openings, and towers. The I-house at Laurel Mills Farm 
featured the use of an ornate bracketed cornice as part of a 1870s stylistic update. reflecting the 
growing wealth cfihe owner. Cornelius Smith who also owned the mill. The decorative scroll- 
sawn brackets r e ~ h  visible in the dwelling's attic. 
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The Queen Anne style, popular fiom 1880-1910, was favored throughout the nation for domestic 
architecture rawzing fiom urban row houses to seaside retreats. Twical examples of this stvle 
nationwide were resplendent in patterned shingles. spindlework, brackets. textured wall surfaces. 
projecting bays. ornamental gables, multi-light windows, turrets, and large wrap-around porches. 
During the latter part of the 191h century. the Queen Anne stvle found an exuberant expression in 
wood, and fiequentlv incornorated columns and decorative mot& borrowed fiom the nation's 
colonial architectural heritape. The architectural detailing of the Queen Anne style was also easilv 
manipulated bv applying only selected embellishments, mkhg the fashionable stvle adaptable to 
rnanv building types. The substantial enlargement of the dwelling at Laurel M i  Farm. circa 1880. 
further relates to the continuing prosperity of the owner. For the expansion and application of the 
Queen Anne detailing. Smith emloved the Hawkins family. prolific builders in Rappahannock 
Countv. The enlargement features a multi-gabled roof, proiectine, octagonal tower, ornamented 
gables with vergeboard and spindlework, three-sided bavs. a bracketed cornice. patterned 
shingles. bull's-eye cornerblocks. and a double-porch with a scroll-sawn balustrade. The dwelling 
also features chamfered ~ o s t s  with decorative brackets diplaving a star motif. an identivig 
feature of the Hawkins family. 

The dwellings comprising the row of .workers' housing were constructed circa 1840 to support an 
earlier milling industw at Laurel Mills. which included a sawmill and a flour mill. The mill. Laurel 
Mills Farm. and these workers' dwellings are depicted on the 1866 Hotchkiss map of 
Rappahannock Countv. The dwellings remain at 468.466.464. and 462 Laurel Mills Road, 
although in circa 1897. the dwelling at 464 Laurel M i  Road. which was originallv found on the 
north side of the road. was moved to the south side of the road. The structure was moved to 
make room for a new village hall/wool store that was added to the mill site. Each of the wood- 
kame, possiblv log. one-and-a-half-stow. single-pile. vernacular dwellings features a stone 
foundation and a side-gabled standi-sez. .. metal roof. Each structure also has a small. one-stow 
rear addition. None of the vernacular cnvehgs display any applied stylistic ornamentation. 
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The dwelling at 468 Laurel Mills Road (078-0058-0009) measures three bays in width and 
features a central brick entry. an enclosed gabled portico. aluminum siding, a central-interior brick 
chimney. overhanging eaves. and replacement one-over-one-sash vinyl windows. A one-story 
shed addition projects to the south. Historic photomaphs reveal on open portico and 
weatherboard cladding. Similarly, the dwelling at 466 Laurel M i  Road (078-0058-0003) 
measures three bays in width with one-over-one-sash vinvl windows. The dwelling also features 
overhanging eaves, vinvl s i d i ,  a half-hipved one-stow porch, a central entry, and a central 
interior stone chimney. The third vernacular dwelling. located at 464 Laurel M i  Road (078- 
0058-0008) was added to the row of workers' housing across from the street circa 1897. The 
one-and-a-half-story wood-fiame dwelling, clad in asbestos shingles. features a side-gabled 
standing-seam metal roof, overhanging eaves, and a slightly off-center interior brick chimney. The 
building. which sits on a solid brick foundation. also features a half-hipped one-stow porch with 
wood posts. and one-over-one-sash vinyl windows. The fourth mid-19th-centurv dwelling. 
located at 462 Laurel M i  Road (078-0058-0007) features weatherboard and vinyl claddmg. a 
double-height partially enclosed inset porch and an exterior-end stone chimney with missine. cap. 
A vertical-board door set into the raised stone foundation accesses the interior. while the facade 
is pierced with three-over-three-sash wood and one-over-one-sash vinyl windows. 

The circa 1870 dwelling at 448 Laurel Mils Road (078-0058-P~04). built for the miU manager. is 
representative of the Gothic Revival style, which mew out of the Znglish Picturesque movement 
and was popular in the United States between 1840 and 188p. f i e  Gothic Revival was the first of 
the Victorian-era styles to challenge the s m e t r y  and ordered reason of classicism. Brooding and 
romantic. it was a picturesaue mode with vaulted c e h s ,  carved brackets. battlements, lancet- 
arched windows and tracew, all suggesting the mysterious architectural vocabulary of the 
medieval vast. The Gothic Revival style was often seen in rival communities. in the form of a 
countw "villa" or small cottage as it was considered particularly compatible with the open 
landscape. The style was vopdar for domestic as well as ecclesiastical architecture. Character- 
defining features of the style included steeply pitched roofs. crossed or center gables. decorative 
vergeboards, a flush center-gable wall plane, molded window sur .  mds. and arched evenings. 
The two-story wood-frame manager's house features a stone ioun&tion, weatherboard cladding, 
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a central interior brick chirnnev, and a side-gabled standing-seam metal roof. The dwelling is 
adorned with a Gothic Revival-inspired flush center gable. overhanging eaves. scroll-sawn 
decorative vergeboard. and a one-stow porch with Tuscan wood posts and a bracketed cornice. 
Historic photographs also reveal that a decorative x-shaped balustrade further detailed the porch. 

The construction of the Laurel Mills Store, like the 1870 Laurel M i  Farm renovation. reflects 
the use of the fashionable Italianate stvle in Rappahannock Countv. In turn. these stvlistic 
improvements represent the growing prosperity in Laurel Mills. The Italianate style emerged in 
the 1830s along with the Gothic Revival and eventually proved to be even more popular, lasting 
well into the 1880s. With square towers, asymmetrical plans. broad roofs. and generous 
verandahs. the rambling Italianate houses that began to appear in both the suburbs and the 
countryside were free and highly romanticized interpretations of the villas of rural Italy. During 
the mid-1 800s. the Italianate stvle was enthusiasticallv adapted for urban rowhouse architecture. 
characterized bv ornate door and window surrounds, bracketed cornices, and decorative cupolas. 
However. like the Gothic Revival. the stvle also lent itself well to the rural "picturesque" 

landscape. Located at 461 Laurel M i  Road (078-0058-0006). the two-story commercid 
building has brick walls laid in a five-course Flemish variant on the facade and five-coc:se 
American bond on the side and rear elevations. Set on a solid stone foundation. the builfihg is 
capped by a kont-gabled standing-seam metal roof. Decorative features. tmical of tb, stvle. 
include a molded wood cornice with returns. a flush fascia and scroll-sawn eave brackets with 
hanging pendants. The store measures three bays in width and features a central entry. six-over- 
six- and eight-over-eight-sash wood windows. square-edged lug lintels. a double-leaf paneled 
door. operable louvered wood shutters. interior-end brick chimnevs, and a wrap-around porch 
with wood post supports that has been partiallv enclosed. A cornerstone reveals that the store 
was constructed bv A.N. Wood and Son of Madison Countv. Virginia. Still in operation as a 
general store. the building has changed little since its 1877 construction. 
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Although a mill existed on the Laurel M i  mill site at least by 1847 when the property was 
purchased by Cornelius Smith, the present structure is largely the result of a circa 1900 
reconstruction after a 6re destroyed the earlier building. The present woolen mill functioned until 
1927 when economic circumstances forced it to close. After 1927 the mill was allowed to 
deteriorate into a skeletal ruin. The now ruinous Rappahannock Woolen Mills is sited on a 
cleared, although slightly overgrown, lot on the west bank of the Thornton River. 

Traveling eastward toward the mill, the land gently slopes in the dict ion of the river. A small 
ditch was formed on the eastern side of the mill to help channel race water away fiom the 
building. While three of the structure's four walls remain standing, the fiont of the structure, 
which faces Lucyjack Lane, and the roof are no longer intact. A poured concrete head race leads 
to the west side of the building and an unlined, earthen tail race exits the building on the east side, 
leading to the river. 

Built of brick and poured concrete, the two-story structure measures eleven by seven bays. While 
the main entrance faqade is no longer standing, the three of the building's four walls remain intact. 
Very few of the windows remain and only scattered projecting rafters survive kom the roof. 
Constructed in two phases, the older, southern section of the structure rests on a fieldstone 

- foundation, while the more modern, northern section utilizes a poured concrete foundation. 
Mixed construction periods can also be found in the building's east and west walls. The earlier 
section incorporates the remains of an early-to-mid-19th-century five-course American-bond brick 
wall while the later northern section employees a typical circa 1890 "insurance plan" type mill 
building. The insurance plan, which was initially developed by Zachariah Men and his insurance 
mutual, the Manufacturer's Fire Insurance Company, was heavily promoted by fire insurance 
companies as a way to limit their clam liability. While the design was initially developed in the 
1830s, by the late 19" century it had evolved into a matured style. The design arose out of a need 
for a building design that was both fireproof, and, because access to natural light was a 
requirement for early industrial structures, allowed for a maximum number of window openings. . ,  As a result, the eventual plan promoted by the insurance companies called for a structural system 
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based on masonry piers around the exterior of the building with windows found between each set 
of piers. The poured concrete piers with the characteristic number and spacing of the window 
bays serves as evidence of the adoption of this plan in the existing mill ruins. Other surviving 
elements of the building that relate to its use as a woolen mill include a larger, loading bay on the 
first story of the north elevation, and a large opening in the eastern foundation which marks the 
beginning of the tail race. 

The structure is anchored by large, poured concrete piers on the northwestern and northeastern 
comers and the remains of the structural brick walls &om the earlier mill on the southwest and 
southeast. The thinner, poured concrete piers are found on the eastem, northern and the northern 
half'of the western foundation. Window bays are located in the spaces left between each pier. 
Each bay has a concrete lintel and sill. Below each of the sills is a panel infilled with brick. The 
panels on the upper story are approximately halfthe size of the panels found under the first-floor 
windows. Based on the surviving examples, the interior of the window openings are broken into 
four different sections by wooden mullions. Two rectangular, paired openings are found on the 
bottom of the windows. Originally each of these lower openings held a wooden two-over-two 
double-hung sash. Above these sashes, separated by a horizontal wooden mullion, rested a pair of 
four-light, fixed-sash wooden windows. 

The building located at 6 Lucviack Lane (078-0058-0005) was const~cted as the pavroll and 
storage facilitv f ~ r  the mil1 in 1897. Originallv associated with the woolen mill, the wood-fiame 
building cur,mrlv fhctions as a dwelling. Set on a stone foundation. the building features a 
shallow fiont-gabled asphalt-shingle roof. The vernacular dwelling. twical of late-19th-centurv 
construction. features a molded cornice, flush fascia. interior-end brick chimneys, and six-over- 
six-sash wood windows. The facade is augmented with a gabled portico with wood post supports 
sheltering two entries, one of which features a Dutch door. The building is currentlv clad in vinvl 
siding. 



NPS Form IaPW 
( R e v  11.931 OMB Na. IW244018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

LAUREL MILLS HISTORIC DISTRICT, RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY, VA (078-0058) 

Section number Page 8 

After 1977 

Laurel Mills stands as a cohesive milling community that remains primarily as it appeared circa 
1927. when the Rappahannock Woolen M i  closed. The dwelling at 453 Laurel M i  Road 
(078-0058-0010) is one of onlv two primary resources. and the only dwelling, that has been 
constructed since 1927. The one-stow brick ranch house, built in 1971, features an off-center 
f?ont-gabled porch a side-gabled asphalt-shingle roof. and brick veneer. Set into a hill. the 
dwelling is located behind the Laurel Mills Store and does not command a conspicuous presence 
in the district. 

The other post-1927 primary resource constructed in the district is the circa 1973 vehicular bridge 
over the Thornton River. The bridge, constructed of three steel beam spans with a concrete deck. 
is 208 feet long and has a clear roadway of twentv-six feet. The bridge replaced a five-span metal 
truss bridge constructed by the Roanoke Iron and Bridge Comanv in 1925. 

INVENTORY OF PROPERTIES 

435 Laurel Mills Road. Laurel M i  Fanr 078-0058-0001 
Primarv Resource Information. 
Single Dwelling. Stories 2.5. Sere: Queen Anne. ca 1847lca. 18701ca. 1880 
Signi6cantly altered in the O;een Anne style circa 1880. the dwelling was originallv 
constructed as a Greek Revival-influenced w o o d - h e  I-house. The original two-stow. 
center-hall dwelling featured weatherboard claddiw, a central entry. a side-gabled roof, 
and a stone foundation. A circa 1870 renovation at Laurel Mills Farm illustrates the use 
of the Italianate style. Scroll-sawn brackets are visible in the attic. For the expansion and 
application of the Queen Anne detailing in an 1880 expansion the Hawkins family was 
employed. The enlargement features a multi-gabled roof. proiecting octagonal tower, 
ornamented gables with vergeboard and spindlework, three-sided bays, a bracketed 
cornice. patterned shingles, bull's ,re comerblocks. and a double-porch with a scroll-sawn 
balustrade. The dwelIing also leaVxes chamfered posts with decorative brackets displaying 
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a star motif, an identifving feature of the Hawkins family. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 

10 Lucviack Lane, Rappahannock Woolen M i  Ruins 078-0058-0002 
Primary Resource Information: 
Mill Ruin. Stories 2, Stvle: Industrial ca. 182llca. 18471ca. 1900 
Built of brick and poured concrete. the two-stow structure measures eleven by seven 
bays. While the main entrance facade is no longer standing, three of the buitdmg's four 
walls remain intact. Vew few of the windows remain and only scattered uroiecting rafters 
survive kom the roof. Constructed in two phases, the older, southern section of the 
structure rests on a fieldstone foundation while the more modern, northern section utilizes 
a poured concrete foundation. Mixed construction periods can also be found in the 
building's east and west walls. The earlier section incorporates the remains of an early-to- 
1nid-l9~-century five-course American-bond brick wall while the later northern section 
emplovees a tmical circa 1890 "insurance plan" type mill bu i ld i .  
Individual Resource Status: Mill Ruin Contributing 

466 Laurel M i  Road. Workers' Housing 078-0058-0003 
Primary Resource Information: 
Single Dwelling. Stories 1.5. Stvle: OtherNernaculs;. ca. 1840 
Set on a solid stone foundation the w o o d - h e ,  tmssiblx. log. dwelling features a side- 
gabled standing-seam metal roof. central stone chimr;~. and one-stow half-hipped porch. 
Clad in vinyl siding, the three-bay dwelling features a central entw. one-over-one sash 

vinyl windows. and a shed rear addition. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 

448 Laurel M i  Road, M i  Manager/Spilman House 078-0058-0004 
Priman, Resource Information: 
Single Dwelling. Stories 2. Stvle: Gothic Revival ca. 1870 
The two-stow wood-fiame manager's house features a stc.d foundation. weatherboard 
cladding, a central interior brick chimney, and a side-gable6 standing-seam metal roof. The 
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dwelling is adorned with a Gothic Revival-inspired flush center gable, overhanging eaves. 
scroll-sawn decorative vergeboard, and a one-stow porch with Tuscan wood posts and a 
bracketed cornice. Historic photographs also reveal that a decorative x-shaped balustrade 
further detailed the porch. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Barn Contributing 

6 Lucviack Lane. Wool StorageNillage Hall 078-0058-0005 
Priman, Resource Information: 
Single Dwelling. Stories 2. Stvle: OtherNernacular, en. 1897 
The wood-fiame building currently functions as a dwelling. Set on a stone foundation, the 
building features a shallow fiont-gabled asphalt-shingle roof The vernacular dwelling. 
tvuical of late-1 9th-centun, construction. features a molded cornice, flush fascia. interior- 
end brick chimneys, and six-over-six-sash wood windows. The facade is augmented with a 
gabled portico with wood post supports sheltering two entries, one of which features a 
Dutch door. The building is currently clad in vinyl siding. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Corncrib Contributing 

461 Laurel M i  Road. Laurel M i  Store 078-0058-0006 Other VDHR ID #: 078-0%5 
Priman, Resource Information: 
Commercial Building. Stories 2. Stvle: Italianate. ca. 1877 
The two-stow commercial building has brick walls laid in a five-course Flemish variant on 
the facade and five-course American bond on the side and rear elevations. Set on a solid 
stone foundation the building is capped by a fiont-gabled standing-seam metal roof. 
Decorative features. mica1 of the style. include a molded wood cornice with returns. a 
flush fascia. and scroll-sawn eave brackets with hanging pendants. The store measures 
three bays in width and features a central entw. six-over-six- and eight-over-eight-sash 
wood windows. square-edged lug lintels, a double-leaf paneled door, operable louvered 
wood shutters. interior-end brick chimneys. and a partially enclosed wrap-arounc .porch 
with wood post supports. A cornerstone reveals that the store was construcred by A.N. 
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Wood and Son of Madison County, Virginia. Still in operation as a general store. the 
building has changed little since its 1877 construction. 
Individual Resource Status: Commercial Building Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: SpringIPum~ Contributing 

462 Laurel Mills Road, Workers' Housing 078-0058-0007 
Priman, Resource Information: 
Single Dwelline. Stories 1.5. Stvle: OtherNernacular. ca. 1840 
The w o o d - b e ,  possibly log. dwelling features weatherboard and vinvl cladding. a 
double-height partially-enclosed inset porch. and an exterior-end stone chimney with 
missing cap. A vertical-board door set into the raised stone foundation accesses the 
interior. while the facade is pierced with three-over-three-sash wood and one-over-one- 
sash vinyl windows. There are no stairs to the porch. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing 
Individual Resource Status: Well House Non-Contributing 

464 Laurel M i  Road, Workers' Housing 078-0058-0008 
Priman, Resource Information: 
Sinele Dwelling. Stories 1.5. Stvle: OtherNernacular. ca. 1840 
The vernacular dwelling was added to the row of workers' housing across fiom the street 
circa 1897. The one-and-a-half-stow wood-fiame dwellinp, clad in asbestos shingles. 
features a side-gabled standing-seam metal roof. overhanging eaves, and a slightly off- 
center interior brick chimney. The building. which sits on a solid brick foundation, also 
features a half-hipped one-stow porch with wood posts, and one-over-one-sash viwl 
windows. A one-stow addition was added to the rear elevation. 
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing 




















































