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Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deterlorated - unaltered 2 original site 
- good - ruins X altered -moved date 
X fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Washington M i l l  is a frame, f ive-level s t ructure  with a gambrel roof.  The building 
has a ver t ica l  divis ion i n  the  f i r s t  three f loors  in to  two s t ruc tu ra l  sections,  which per- 
haps were b u i l t  separately for  separate functions. Whether each was b u i l t  a t  the same 
time o r  a t  d i f f e r en t  times has not been determined. The smaller section has some na i l s  
older than any found i n  the la rger  section. Some suggestions i n  the stone foundation and 
the s l i g h t  differences i n  framing i n  the  two sections (one approximately 35' x 30', the 
other 20' x 30'1 indicate  t h a t  they were b u i l t  a t  d i f fe ren t  times. It is possible t ha t  
the grinding wheel ac t iv i ty  i n  the  la rger  section necessitated a sect ion with a separate 
framing system but  one t h a t  was b u i l t  simultaneously with the other section.  On the f i r s t -  
f loor leve l  is a stone chimney in to  which a r e  t i e d  large support beams fo r  each section.  
These beams, almost p l a t e s ,  a r e  side-by-side and are  inserted in to  the southeast end of 
the  chimney. 

The basement leve l  and p a r t  of the  f irst  s tory  a r e  b u i l t  of rubble stone. In the  
basement a r e  several  5'-6' stone grinding wheels. There seems t o  be a working space on 
t h i s  level  as  w e l l ,  accessible only from the ea s t  s ides  as the building is banked in to  
the h i l l .  The stone bu t t ress  was probably added ca. 1950 when other minor d e t a i l s  were 
changed for  a concert by the Virginia Symphony. 

On both the  f i r s t  and second f loors ,  the la rger  sect ion has massive timbers, mortised- 
tenoned-and-pegged together, sometimes with four pegs i n  one joint .  The j o i s t s  r e s t  i n  
small cuts  on top of the central  beam. There a r e  diagonal braces and studs. The smaller 
section also has massive timbers, a l so  hand-hewn, but  with more refinements: chamfering 
and lamb's-tongue d e t a i l s  on posts and beams. There a r e  smaller diagonal braces t o  the 
ce i l ing  p la te  and the j o i s t s  r e s t  i n  s l o t s  cu t  in to  the cen t ra l  beam. In  the southwest 
corner of the  second f loor  i s  a section of horizontal paneling secured with handmade na i l s .  
Saw marks a r e  mostly up-and-down,water-powered saw m i l l  marks except for  some boards t h a t  
a r e  l a t e r  replacements with c i r cu l a r  saw marks. The t h i rd  f loor  probably was constructed 
as  a ca. 1840 addit ion.  

The fourth f loor  has most of the remaining equipment from the f l ou r  operation. This 
f loor may have been a ca. 1860 addit ion a s  the framing is uniform throughout the  room and 
the na i l s  a r e  square-headed although the r a f t e r s  a r e  a l l  mrtised-tenoned-and-pegged 
together. This room's s ide  walls a r e  the f i r s t  s l a n t  of the gambrel roof. Some of t he  
f lour  m i l l  set-up has iron pa r t s ;  the  wooden par t s  a r e  extensive. There i s  a wooden paddle 
conveyor system (approximately 30' long) ,  a long s i f t e r  (also approximately 30 ' ) ,  missing 
only i ts  canvas sheathing, numerous wooden gears,  p in  wheels, lever,  and rods, a l l  i n  good 
condition. Many of the wooden chutes a r e  s t i l l  i n  place between the f loors .  The main gear, 
a wooden wheel with metal hand and wooden tee th  i s  still a t  the m i l l  although not i n  place. 
The fourth f loor  a lso has a dormer window tha t  was inser ted i n  order t o  ho i s t  grain i n to  
the building from the outside.  

A l l  the  ex te r ior  s iding i s  20th-century material .  Some of the  i n t e r io r  s ta i rcases  
a r e  replacements. Windows a re  new 6/6 sash. 

The power must have been obtained from the r iver  by an undershot wheel. 

(See Continuation Sheet #I1 



8. Siclnificance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 

1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- rellgion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - sclence 
- agriculture - economics - literature -sculpture 
X architecture -education - military - social1 
- art -engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce - exploration/settlement - phllosophy -theater 
-communications 2 industry - poiiticslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates C, BuilderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement 01 Significance [in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A v i sua l ly  important a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  resource  on t h e  eas te rn  edge o f  t h e  
Washington His to r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  Washington M i l l  i n  Rappahannock County served a s  t h e  town 
m i l l  of Washington from t h e  e a r l y  na t ional  per iod  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  19th century.  While 
t h e r e  is no evidence t o  prove conclusively t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  incorporates elements 
o f  a m i l l  e rec ted  on t h i s  s i t e  be fo re  1779, it is  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p a r t  of  the 
present  bui ld ing was s tanding by 1800, wi th  subsequent add i t ions  i n  1840 and 1860. The 
m i l l ,  which r e t a i n s  much of  i ts  antebellum machinery i n  good r e p a i r ,  is s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a 
well-preserved a r t i f a c t  o f  t h e  g ra in  and m i l l i n g  indust ry  t h a t  f igured  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  19th- 
century economy of  Virgin ia .  The s t r u c t u r e  is bel ieved a l s o  to have served a s  a neu t ra l  
b a r t e r i n g  p lace  between Union and Confederates l i n e s  during t h e  C i v i l  War. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The documentation o f  ownership of  t h i s  property is very c l e a r .  Deeds i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
the  s i t e  f i r s t  was named Redd's M i l l  and l a t e r  Rush M i l l s .  Locally, t h e  m i l l  became known 
by t h e  names of  i ts various owners, almost a l l  of  whom were e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  ( o r  t h e i r  descen- 
dan t s )  of Rappahannock County. The land on which t h e  m i l l  s tands  once formed p a r t  of  a 
Northern Neck g r a n t  on t h e  Rush River received by John o r  Francis  S t r o t h e r  i n  1748. Ac- 
qu i r ing  add i t iona l  holdings through t h e  years ,  they and o t h e r  members of  t h e  S t ro the r  
family rose  t o  prominence a s  merchants, m i l l  owners, and i n f l u e n t i a l  c i t i z e n s  of  Culpeper 
County i n  t h e  period before  Rappahannock County was formed from Culpeper i n  1833. 

I n  1777 t h e  S t ro the r  h e i r s  s o l d  t o  Mordecai Redd a t r a c t  of  430 acres on t h e  Rush 
River adjacent  t o  t h e i r  own land.  A m i l l  stood on t h i s  s i t e ,  probably b u i l t  by Redd between 
1777-79, and possibly t h e  o r i g i n a l  por t ion  Of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s tanding today. TWO years 
l a t e r  Redd so ld  t h e  tract t o  George Calver t ,  Jr., a p l a n t e r  who a l ready  held s u b s t a n t i a l  
acreage i n  t h e  a rea .  The increased s a l e  p r i c e  could i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Redd had improved, r a t h e r  
than b u i l t ,  a m i l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no f u r t h e r  evidence t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s .  

The a c t i v i t y  of  m i l l  opera t ions  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  da te  i n  t h e  area  i s  ill s t r a t e d  by a 
1778 p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  House of  Delegates "of sundry inhab i t an t s  of Culpeper County," who 
complained t h a t  they had been deprived "of formerly l a r g e  catches of f i s h  i n  t h e  r i v e r s  
by severa l  g r i s t  m i l l s ,  hedges, s t o p s  and dams t h a t  have been b u i l t . . .  (and) g o t  it 
obst ructed  ..." The Commonwealth, which had regula ted  m i l l s  s i n c e  1645, required m i l l  
owners o r  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  m i l l s  t o  keep openings and s lopes  c l e a r .  The p e t i t i o n e r s  there- 
f o r e  prayed t h a t  "your honble House w i l l  t ake  t h e i r  case. .  .and o b l i g e  t h e  owners.. .of the  
sd. m i l l  dam t o  make openings.. . "1 

I n  t h r e e  t r ansac t ions  dated 1787, 1794, and 1800, t h e  Calver ts  so ld  t h e  m i l l  and 
adjacent  land t o  t h e  Garwoods, who may have worked a s  m i l l e r s  f o r  t h e  Calver ts  before they 
became p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  The Gamoods long a f t e r  they had so ld  t h e  m i l l ,  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property &arren 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property of  Washington Mill c o n s i s t s  o f  a p p r o a m t e l y  9 a c r e s .  The 
t r a c t  i s  on the  Rush River nor th  of  Routes 211 and 522. The nine-acre s i t e  is a f r a c t i o n  
of the  o r i g i n a l  m i l l  t r a c t  o f  24 (25) acres .  

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

a r e  mentioned i n  deeds dated 1819 and 1822 a s  having been e a r l y  occupants of t h e  s i t e .  
P h i l i p  Slaughter bought t h e  m i l l  t r a c t  i n  1805 from t h e  Garwoods f o r  $6,000. A s  the  deed 
recording t h i s  exchange s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned a g r i s t  m i l l  and a saw m i l l ,  it i s  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l  por t ion  of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  before  S laugh te r ' s  propr ie tor -  
sh ip ,  probably a s  an  improvement of t h e  Garwoods. 

Slaughter and h i s  wife so ld  t h e  proper ty  t o  Jeremiah S t r o t h e r ,  a descendant of t h e  
same family t h a t  received t h e  o r i g i n a l  g ran t  of t h e  proper ty  i n  1748. Within a year 
S t ro the r  l o s t  it t o  pay a deb t ,  and it was s o l d  a t  auct ion  t o  Samuel Berkeley. Berkeley 
owned t h e  m i l l  u n t i l  1819, when it was purchased by George Calver t ,  Jr. By t h i s  time t h e  
acreage of the  t r a c t  gradually had been reduced and s t a b i l i z e d  a t  twenty-five ac res .  

William Pendleton bought t h e  property i n  1822. Following h i s  death i n  1827, the m i l l  
remained i n  Pendleton's  e s t a t e  u n t i l  1833 when h i s  widow sold  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m i l l  t o  
Daniel Mason, a merchant and entrepreneur.  By 1838 Mason was i n  deep f i n a n c i a l  t rouble .  
The m i l l ,  now c a l l e d  "Rush M i l l s , "  and the  t r a c t  of  twenty-five ac res  w w e  among his assets 
auctioned a t  the  Rappahannock Courthouse i n  1840. E l i j a h  Cheek, a l a r g e  landowner and 
merchant, w a s  the  h i g h e s t  bidder a t  $3,000. 

Cheek probably was responsib le  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  of  two recorded add i t ions  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  
s t r u c t u r e .  In  1840 t h e  Rappahannock land t a x  books recorded an  inc rease  i n  t h e  proper ty ' s  
bu i ld ing ' s  value t o  $1,900. The assessment had been $850, unchanged s i n c e  1820, the  f i r s t  
year i n  which such information was included. 

A deed i n  1846, which c lea red  t h e  land t i t l e ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  the  m i l l  was occupied by 
Garner E. Burgess, who purchased t h e  m i l l  from Cheek four years  l a t e r .  Burgess probably 
served a s  r e s i d e n t  m i l l e r  f o r  Pendleton and Mason, before  h i s  employment by Cheek, who 
then moved t o  Tennessee. 

John J e t t  bought t h e  m i l l  p roper ty  from Burgess i n  1855-57, a t  which t i n e  it became 
known a s  J e t t ' s  M i l l .  J e t t  added $1,500 worth of improvements i n  1860, r a i s i n g  t h e  value  
of t h e  property t o  $3,000. The m i l l  remained i n  J e t t ' s  possession throughout t h e  C i v i l  War 
and is thought to  have served a s  a n e u t r a l  t r ad ing  p o s t  f o r  both Northern and Southern 
pa r t i sans .  

Similar  i n  p lan  t o  most of t h e  water-powered g r i s t  m i l l s  b u i l t  i n  Virgin ia  during the  
f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  19th century ,  Washington M i l l  operated f o r  decades a s  a quasi-public  u t i l i t y ,  
c o n s t i t u t i n g  one of  t h e  most important se rv ices  i n  the  r u r a l  economy of Rappahannock County. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

The v a r i e t y  of  surviv ing mechanical apparatus i s  ind ica t ive  of  t h e  engineering s k i l l s  required 
of  19th-century m i l l e r s  such a s  t h e  Gamoods and Burgess. Awsng t h e  surviv ing f l o u r  mi l l ing  
equipment on t h e  s i t e  a r e  t h e  main gear ,  a wooden conveyor paddle system, a long wooden 
s i f t e r ,  a p i n  wheel, numerous wooden gears and rods ,  and a l e v e r .  

Following t h e  Civ i l  War the  m i l l  continued t o  opera te  i n t o  t h e  20th century,  although 
the re  is no evidence t h a t  steam power was ever applied t o  opera te  i ts  machinery. The m i l l  
provided t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  a concert  by t h e  Virgin ia  Symphony Orchestra i n  1950. M r .  Pe te r  
Kramer of Washington, Virgin ia  purchased t h e  m i l l  i n  1979 and plans  t o  r e s t o r e  it f o r  
commercial use. 

' ~ e g i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s ,  CUlpeper County, 1776-1796. Virgin ia  S t a t e  Library,  Richmond. 
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