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D E 5 C R l n E  THE PRESENT A N D  D R l C l l N A L  ( i f  knoivn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E h R A N C E  C 
Washington, t h e  s e a t  of  Rappahannock County s i n c e  i t s  formation i n  1833, i s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  a n ine teenth-century  town b u i l t  on a g r i d  plan l a i d  o u t  by 
George Washington i n  1749, and named f o r  him i n  1796. It i s  p ic tu resque ly  
s i t u a t e d  on a  low r i d g e  i n  the  Vi rg in i a  Piedmont a t  the  base  of  the  Blue 
Ridge Mountains and o r i en ted  wi th  i ts  two main s t r e e t s  running north-south 
a long the  r i d g e ,  and i t s  f i v e  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  running up and down the  h i l l .  

The h e a r t  of t h e  town i.s t h e  courthouse complex on Gay S t r e e t .  Because t h e  
town predates  t h e  county, t h e  courthouse i s  n o t  loca ted  on a  c e n t r a l  square ,  
bu t  r a t h e r  on l o t  45 near  t h e  h i g h e s t  po in t  on t h e  r idge .  The s t r u c t u r e  it- 
s e l f  i s  a  J e f f e r s o n i a n - s t y l e  bu i ld ing  b u i l t  i n  1833 by James Leake Powers, 
who i s  reputed t o  have been one of Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  workmen a t  t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  of  V i r g i n i a .  A two-story,  Flemish-bond b r i c k  bu i ld ing  wi th  t h e  en t ranc ;  
i n  the  pedimented gable  end,  it has a l u n e t t e  window i n  t h e  gable,  a s  w e l l  a ;  
a one-stage wooden be l f ry .  The facade i s  ornamented by b r i c k  Tcscan p i l a s -  
t e r s ,  p l a s t e r e d  and painted white .  The i n t e r i o r  has been d iv ided  i n t o  two 
s t o r i e s  w i t h  the  c o u r t  room on the  upper l e v e l .  Adjacent t o  the  courthouse 
on t h r  no r th  a r e  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and the t r e a s u r e r ' s  o f f i c e .  Both a r e  
three-bay,  one-s tory ,  mid-nineteenth-century bu i ld ings  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  end 
chimneys 2nd parapet  gable  ends. The c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  brickwork i s  l a i d  i n  
Flei!!ish bond, and t h e  t r e a s u r e r ' s  o f f i c e  i n  s taggered  Flemish bond. Also 
noteworthy a r e  t h e  handsome marble Confederate monument and a n  a t t r a c t i v e  
c a s t - i r o n  water  foun ta in  on t h e  f r o n t  lawn. 

The courthoils+ forms the  nucleus of a smal l  bus iness  d i s t r i c t  a long Gay 
S t r e e t  which inc ludes  (from south t o  no r th )  t h e  b r i c k  B a p t i s t  Church and 
Masonic l h l l  (1873), the  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  county j a i l  (mid-nineteenth- 
century) ,  a n  Edwardian b r i c k  bank bu i ld ing ,  a n  unused movie t h e a t e r ,  a  sva11 
one-s tory ,  sh ingled  Gothic co t t age  which now se rves  as the  county extens ion  
o f f i c e ,  and t h e  TJashington ; lerhodist  Church (1889). Other noteworthy bu i ld -  
ings a long Gay S t r e e t  inc lude  the b r i ck  Roman Revival l i b r a r y  (1858; former- 
l y  the  P resby te r i an  church)  and the  Gothic-Revival T r i n i t y  Episcopal Church 
L852), both by Powers. 

i$ashington con ta ins  a  numbex of  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  commercial bu i ld ings  i n  
good s t a t e s  of  p re se rva t ion .  On l o t  8 ,  a t  the  co rne r  of Fa in  and Middle 
S t r e e t s  i s  the  iu'ashington House t ave rn ,  o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  Coxes Hotel and 
thcn a s  ~ e a n ' s  Hotel.  This  p i c tu resque ,  t r i p a r t i t e  ear ly-n ine teenth-century  
b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t s  of two two-stor:,,, s i n g l e - p i l e ,  frame s e c t i o n s ,  both wi th  
l ean - to  e l l s  on the  r e a r ,  two-scary arcaded porches a c r o s s  the f r o n t ,  and 
b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys, bu t  the s e c t i o n s  a r e  of s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
he ights  and p r u f i l e s .  To them a r e  appecded ah the  no r th  a  s tory-and-a-ha l f  
frame wing wi th  a n  e x t e r i o r  end chimney having a  s tone  base  and a  b r i c k  
s h a f t .  This \,;in:: was r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s  i n  f r o n t  of the  r idge ,  and a  
bracketed co rn ice  added i n  the niid-nineteenth century .  In s ide  i t  a r e  b u i l t -  
i n  w a l l  she lves  and drawers,  t e s t i f y i n g  t o  i t s  former use a s  a  s t o r e .  'The 
same s o r t  o: shc?ses  and drai.rrrs su rv ive  i n  the  Washington Cash S to re  on lo t  
6 ,  a  f a l s e - f r o n t e d  fral!~? bu i ld in?  which ope ra t e s  a s  the  town's only genera l  
s t o r e ,  

I The most d i s t i n c t i v e  of t hese  conlmercial bui.ldiny,s i s  the s tovc  which s tands  
- -  - ~ ~~ . . .  ~'see_cm , 5 n x & i m ~ s h e e ? L  ---- 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  SIGNIFICANCE C- 
Washington, loca ted  i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Piedmont a t  t h e  base  of the  Blue Ridge 
Mountains, is a  wel l -preserved  n ine teenth-century  courthouse town w i t h  a  
f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  p u b l i c ,  commercial, and domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  t y p i c a l  of  
t h e  reg ion .  I ts s i g n i f i c a n c e  s t r e t c h e s  beyond the  founding of Rappahannock 
County i n  1833, t o  the town's p l a t t i n g  by t h e  young surveyor,  George Wash- 
ington ,  who gave i t  i t s  g r i d  p lan  i n  1749, 

Washington was surveying i n  the  f o r e s t s  of the  then--Culpeper County i n  t h e  
sum.er of  1749, and i n  l a t e  J u l y  he l a i d  out  a  town having two main s t r e e t s  
running nor th-south  (EIain and Gay S t r e e t s ,  r e spec t ive ly )  and f i v e  s h o r t  
c r o s s  s t r e e t s  (Wheeler, C a l v e r t ,  Middle, J e t t ,  and P o r t e r )  which, w i t h  the  
exc fp t ion .o f  Middle S t r e e t ,  were named a f t e r  the four  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  
of t h e  town. Gay S t r e e t ,  according t o  legend, was named by George Washing- 
ton i n  honor of Gay Fa i r f ax .  The o r i g i n a l  p l a t  f o r  t h i s  nameless new town, 
l a i d  o f f  i n  51 h a l f - a c r e  l o t s ,  su rv ives .  To a  remarkable e x t e n t ,  t h e  p res -  
e n t  layout  of the  town conforms t o  t h a t  of  i t s  su rveyor ' s  scheme. The h a l f  
a c r e  l o t s  s t i l l  determine most of the  proper ty  lj.nes and were reaf f i rmed by 
the tor.ii; counci l  i n  1917. The ex tens ion  of the  town hounds t o  inc lude  a  
riurilber of ou t ly ing  houses and t h r  growth of a  Black secti .on west  of thc  
o r i g i n a l  v i l l a g e  and somewhat detached from i t  a r e  the  p r i n c i p a l  changes. 

I 
I n  1796, t h r  town was organized Ey the  General Assembly and i t s  name change<l, 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  t o  Wasllington. Thir ty-seven yea r s  l a t e r ,  wht.11 Rappah-inriock 
County was s e t  o f f  from Culpcper ,  Washington was made the county s e a t .  The 
f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of  the  County Court,  i n  October 1833, was he ld  a t  the p resen t  
Washington fiouse, then known a s  Coses Hotel.  A t  t h a t  meeting i t  was order -  
ed by the  c o u r t  t h a t  a  courthouse,  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and j a i l  be b u i l t ,  "con- 
s  t r u c t f d  of b r i c k  in s t ead  of  s tone ."  A b e l l ,  jxrchased f o r  $100, was i n -  
s t a l l e d  i n  the  new courthouse i n  1836, and i s  s t i l l  i n  use. 

The courthouse,  a long wi th  T r i n i t y  Episcopal  Church and t h e  P resby te r i an  
church (now the l i b r a r y )  a r e  among t h e  archi tec tura l1 .y  s i g n i f i c a n t  n ine-  
teenth-century  bu i ld ings  i n  Washingi-on, the  rilore so f o r  havi.ng been b u i l t  
by ~ a m c s  Leake Powers (1799-1883), reputed t o  have been one of J c f f e r s o n ' s  
workmen a t  the  Un ive r s i ty  of V i rg in i a .  

Washington was incorpora ted  i n  189/+, and i t s  bou~tds extended somewhat, bu t  
d e s p i t e  t h i s ,  i t  has remained very much a s  i t  was i n  the  n ine teen th  century .  
It i s  c u r r e n t l y  enjvying t h e  beginnings of a renascence,  and many of i t s  
neglt7cted b i : i ld ings  a  being purchased and renovated.  

~. DTU -- A 



Baggardly, Frankl in  Clyde. The History of the Town of Washington, Vi rx in ia .  
(1932).  

H i t e ,  Mary Elizabeth .  My Rappahannock Story  Book. (1950). 
The Town of Washington i n  Rappahannock County, Virg in ia ,  I n a u g t ~ r a l  
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a s  one of  a n  outs tanding  group o f  bu i ld ings  on l o t  26. The s t o r e ,  on Gay 
S t r e e t ,  i s  a t r u e  s tory-and-a-ha l f ,  three-bay,  frame bu i ld ing  wi th  a c e n t r a l  
e n t r y  and b r i c k  flue. Or ig ina l  w a l l  she lves  and drawers wi th  v i s i b l e  remains 
of t i g e r  maple g ra in ing  su rv ive  a long wi th  a n  L-shaped n ine teenth-century  
counter  on l egs .  On the  same l o t ,  on t h e  Main S t r e e t  s i d e ,  i s  a l a r g e  house 
composed of a  mid-nineteenth century ,  s i n g l e - p i l e  two-story frame house wi th  
another  l i k e  it  b u i l t  perpendicular  t o  i t ,  f r o n t i n g  the  s t r e e t .  This l a t e r  
bu i ld ing  has a n  a t t r a c t i v e  two-story pedimented p o r t i c o  wi th  a  pediment l u -  
n e t t e  and Eas t lake  t r i m  recessed  between two demi-octagonal bay windows. 
Grouped wi th  the  house a r e  fou r  frame outbui ld ings :  a  smokehouse w i t h  a 
pyramidal r o o f ,  a n  outhouse, a  k i t chen ,  and what was probably a n  o f f i c e - - a  
one-s tory ,  one-room bu i ld ing  wi th  a  l ean - to ,  b u i l t  r i g h t  on the  s t r e e t  and 
having beaded j o i s t s  and a n  e l a b o r a t e  Federal  mantel.  

Surrounding the  v i l l a g e ,  i n  a manner t y p i c a l  of such towns, a r e  the  l a r g e r  
houses of t h e  l o c a l  squ i r ea rchy ,  such a s  The Meadows, a  two-story frame 
bu i ld ing  wi th  a sma l l e r  wing on one end and double s tone-and-brick end chim- 
neys a t  the o the r .  Near i t  i s  The Maples, a  two-story ea r ly -n ine teen th -  
cen tu ry  b r i c k  house w i t h  gable-end 1 u n e t t . e ~  and parapeted gables .  

Washington has been remarkably unaffected by change and r e t a i n s  even such 
such minor ameni t ies  as a wooden s to rm-dr l in  g r a t e  a t  the corner  of Nain and 
Ca lve r t  S t r e e t s .  It i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h a t  almost a l l  of i t s  n ine teen th -  
century  publ ic  bu i ld ings  su rv ivc ,  a s  d o  a good p ropor t io r  of i t s  c s r l y  hause 
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The Washington H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  comprised of those p r o p e r t i e s  l y i n g  
i n  t h e  a r e a  beginning a t  a s t a r t i n g  po in t  on Route 628, 900 f e e t  no r th -  
wes t  of  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routes 628 and 622; Thence extending  west  
1100 f e e t  t o  a po in t  on Route 622, 1100 f e e t  northwest  of  the  i n t e r s e c -  
t i o n  of Routes 628 and 622; thence extending 1500 f e e t  southwest t o  a 
p o i n t  on Route 626, 1100 f e e t  northwest  of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Routes 
211 and 626; thence extending  1800 f e e t  sou theas t  t o  a p o i n t  on Route 
211, 1350 f e e t  southwest of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Routes 211 and 626; 
thence extending  1250 f e e t  s l i g h t l y  sou theas t  t o  a po in t  on Route 626, 
1300 f e e t  sou theas t  of  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Routes 626 and 1101; thence 
extending  1300 f e e t  n o r t h e a s t  t o  a po in t  1800 f e e t  e a s t  of  t h e  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of  Routes 626 and 1101 and 100 f e e t  e a s t  of Route 522/211 By-Pass 
thence extending 2700 f e e t  northwest  t o  po in t  of  o r i g i n .  
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mere are appraximtely omhundred buildings in  the Washington 
Historic District .  'I'he District boundrries coincide with the 
corporate l i m i t s  of the Town of Washington. 
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