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street 8 number S t a t e  Route 610 
- ---  - 

NfA- not for publication 

x . . .  rirst (Paul S. T r i b l c ?  Simons Corner city, town - v~clnlty of congressional district 5r. 

V i r g i n i a  51 Richmond 
state code cou ntv code 

159 

Category Ownership status Present U s e  
- district - public -Z occupied - agriculture - museum 
2 building(s) _X_ private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure . bath -work in progress e d u c a t i o n a l  3 private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - rellglous 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being cansidered -- yes: unrestricted i n d u s t r i a l  - transportation 
n/a 1~ no - military - other: 

name Mr .  and Mrs. Joseph W. Ckinn, Jr. 

street & number Cot tage 54, Gokesbury Vil lage  
- .- - 

Hockess in city, town a / a  . - vrcinitv 01 state D e l a w a r e  19707 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete. Rj.chniond County Courfhm~se - - -  

street & ~umber  

city, town Warsaw 
state Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (2) (See Continuation Sheet 
+I) - -- - 

(1) His to r i c  Werican Buildings 
title Survey Inventory has this property been determined eleglble? y e s  - x no 

date 1958 -X federal - state c o u n t y  - local 

depository lor survey records Library  of Congress 

city, town Washington state D. C. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated -unaltered X original site 
- good - ruins X altered -moved date N/A 

fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The dwelling house a t  Woodford i s  a quaint ,  story-and-a-half b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  
Virgin ia  vernacular  idiom. Its w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  s c a t t e r e d  glazed headers. 
The wal ls  were whitewashed a t  one time, b u t  t h e  wash has  been allowed to  weather, leaving the 

house wi th  a  s o f t  mottled t ex tu re .  Although t h e  house a t  once appears t o  be an e a r l y  18th- 
century s t r u c t u r e ,  no use is made of seve ra l  masonry fea tu res  normally associa ted  with 
colonia l  b r i ck  bui ld ings :  t h e  house has no rubbed b r i ck ,  no jack arches,  and no water t ab le .  
The only a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  appear t o  be d i s t i n c t l y  co lon ia l  a r e  t h e  two e x t e r i o r  
end chimneys with t h e i r  two s e t s  of t i l e d  weatherings. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  chimneys a r e  not 
centered on t h e i r  r e spec t ive  wal ls .  Despite t h e  l a c k  of  these  f ea tu res ,  t h e  house does 
l i k e l y  d a t e  before  1773, a s  suggested by an inventory of t h a t  year ,  and seems j u s t  t o  have 
been an unusually simple, inexpensively cons t ructed  dwelling. 

Typical of 18th-century vernacular  houses, t h e  openings on t h e  three-bay nor th  and 
south w a l l s  a r e  no t  symmetrically placed. The uneven spacing of t h e  openings r e f l e c t s  
more of an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  uneven s i z e  o f  t h e  rooms than i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  formali ty.  Most 
of  t h e  e x t e r i o r  woodwork, including t h e  window a rch i t r aves ,  the  pedimented dormers, t h e  box 
cornices,  and t h e  raking boards, appears t o  be modern renewals. This renewal undoubtedly 
occurred i n  1935, when t h e  house w a s  thoroughly res to red  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of P h i l i p  
Stern ,  a  Fredericksburg a r c h i t e c t  who a t  one time was associa ted  with Colonial Williamsburg. 
That t h e  renewed woodwork accura te ly  reproduced t h e  e a r l i e r  t r i m  i s  ind ica ted  by a pre- 
r e s t o r a t i o n  photograph i n  t h e  possession of t h e  p resen t  owner. Features added during t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  are t h e  pedimented hoods above t h e  nor th  and south entrances,  t h e  stone s t e p s  
of these  entrances,  and t h e  corbeled chimney caps,  shown t o  be missing i n  t h e  photograph. 
The r e s t o r a t i o n  a l s o  included a 1%-story frame add i t ion  on t h e  e a s t  end which houses a 
ki tchen and dining room, with bedrooms above. The new wing i s  sympathetical ly a t tached by 
a low hyphen. The add i t ion  was enlarged i n  r ecen t  years  with t h e  cons t ruct ion  of a screened 
porch on t h e  south wall .  The porch, designed by Walter Macomber, i s  covered by a spreading 
hipped roof which adds t o  t h e  p ic turesque q u a l i t y  of  t h e  group. 

The cl ipped gable  roof on t h e  o r i g i n a l  por t ion  of  t h e  house i s  one of  Woodford's most 
d i s t i n c t i v e  f ea tu res .  A s tandard 18th-century vernacular  form, t h e  c l ipped gable  serves t o  
add charac ter  t o  an  otherwise simple dwelling. The roof undoubtedly was covered with wood 
shingles  o r i g i n a l l y ;  t h e  p r e s e n t  roof of composition shingles  was added during the  r e s to ra t ion .  

The i n t e r n a l  arrangement of  Woodford is t r a n s i t i o n a l  between t h e  vernacular  ha l l -pa r lo r  
house and t h e  more formal symmetrical Georgian p lan  employing a cen te r  passage. Woodford's 

h a l l  is a generously proport ioned room occupying t h e  w e s t  end. The smal ler  p a r l o r ,  mentioned 
i n  t h e  1773 inventory a s  t h e  chamber, and the re fo re  used o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a  bedroom, is on 
t h e  opposi te  end. The t r a n s i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  p lan  is  t h e  cen te r  passage; i n  t h i s  case ,  
it i s  somewhat of f -center  because of  t h e  uneven s i z e s  of t h e  adjacent  rooms. I n  the  passage 

i s  Woodford's most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e ,  an impressive c losed-s t r ing ,  open-well 
s t a i r  wi th  square newels, molded handra i l ,  and turned ba lus te r s .  A t  f i r s t  glance,  t h e  
b a l u s t e r s  appear t o  have been i n s t a l l e d  upside down, b u t  a comparison of  t h e  b a l u s t e r s  w i t h  
those on t h e  stair a t  Chevening, a s t y l i s h  17th-century country house i n  Kent, England, 
shows t h e  use of  a  near ly  i d e n t i c a l  p r o f i l e .  The Woodford b a l u s t e r s  a r e  t h e  only ones of  
t h e i r  form to have been observed i n  a Vi rg in ia  house. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2)  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1980 S t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Virg in ia  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Except f o r  t h e  s t a i r  and a few doors,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  l i t t l e  o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  wood- 
work. The Federa l -s ty le  muntins i n  t h e  window sash  suggest t h a t  the  house was retrimmed i n  
the  e a r l y  19th-century, a s  f requent ly  was the  case  with co lon ia l  Virg in ia  dwell ings.  Although 
it was bel ieved by the  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t  t h a t  paneled chimney wa l l s  i n s t a l l e d  by him 
replaced l o s t  o r i g i n a l  panel ing ,  it i s  a l s o  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  house was trimmed q u i t e  
simply i n  t h e  beginning, having no panel ing with perhaps only a  c h a i r  r a i l  and baseboard 
decorat ing p l a s t e r  wal ls .  That the  i n t e r i o r  was o r i g i n a l l y  a u i t e  b a s i c  i s  re inforced  by 
the  presence of two small  s e c t i o n s  of clapboarding na i l ed  t o  t h e  undersides of the  r a f t e r s ,  
v i s i b l e  through two very small  doors (almost peepholes) opening i n t o  t h e  knee wa l l s  from the  
s t a i r  landing.  (These doors a r e  trimmed with Federal  moldings and may have been used t o  l e t  
c a t s  i n t o  t h e  roof a r e a  t o  ca tch  mice,which y e t  plague t h e  owners.) Vernacular exper t  Dell  
Upton suggests  t h a t  t h e  clapboarding o r i g i n a l l y  extended around t h e  wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s  of the  
two upper rooms a s  a  p r i m i t i v e  f i n i s h  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  p l a s t e r .  That these  rooms were indeed 
pr imi t ive ly  f i n i s h e d  i s  again suggested by t h e  1773 inventory which shows both rooms t o  be 
v i r t u a l l y  devoid of f u r n i t u r e .  The doors i n t o  these  rooms a r e  cur ious  and a l s o  p r imi t ive  i n  
t h e i r  own way. They c o n s i s t  of two long boards joined v e r t i c a l l y  by a narrow feather-edged 
s t r i p  s l o t t e d  i n t o  each board. 

Another of Woodford's i n t e r e s t i n g  vernacular  f e a t u r e s  is t h e  panels  o f  herringbone- 
pa t te rned brickwork forming t h e  f i r ebacks  o f  t h e  h a l l  and p a r l o r  f i r e p l a c e s .  This type of 
treatment i s  common i n  England b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e  i n  Virg in ia  and is usua l ly  a l a t e r  inser -  
t i o n  t o  t ake  t h e  p lace  of o r i g i n a l  brickwork d e t e r i o r a t e d  by cons tant  f i r e s .  The f i r e p l a c e s  
themselves a r e  very deep and wide and a r e  topped by segmental arches with p l a s t e r e d  f aces .  

Woodford has an unusually scen ic  s e t t i n g  on Farnham Creek j u s t  up from i t s  confluence with 
the  Rappahannock. A p a i r  of g u t s  forms t h e  Woodford proper ty  i n t o  a  small peninusla o f  some 
f i f t y - t h r e e  ac res .  The peninsula i s  p resen t ly  about equal ly  divided i n t o  f i e l d s  and woodlands 
with t r e e s  and marshes along t h e  w a t e r ' s  edge. The house is s e t  i n  a  scen ica l ly  landscaped 
yard planted with shade t r e e s ,  evergreens,  magnolias, and numerous box bushes. Two outbui ld ings ,  
including a smokehouse of undetermined age ,  s tand t o  the  west o f  t h e  house. 

Somewhere on t h e  proper ty  a r e  probably t h e  archaeologica l  remains o f  perhaps two e a r l i e r  
houses. An e a r l y  owner, Luke Bi l l ing ton ,  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  dwelling t h e r e  i n  h i s  w i l l  of 1672. 
That house, o r  more l i k e l y  a  l a t e r  one,  was inventor ied  i n  1751 fol lowing t h e  death of a  l a t e r  
owner, B i l l ing ton  McCarty. McCarty's s t r u c t u r e  apparently l a s t e d  p a s t  1773 when the  p resen t  
house was inventor ied ,  f o r  t h e  inventory conta ins  e n t r i e s  f o r  a r t i c l e s  found i n  the  "Old 
House." No archaeological  survey has y e t  been made of the  property.  An o l d  burying ground i s  
s a i d  t o  be on t h e  peninsula,  bu t  it has not been p r e c i s e l y  loca ted .  

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 



8. Sianificance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
X 1700-1 799 
- 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
2 archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
-agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
X architecture -education - military - social1 
- art -engineering music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- c~mmunication~ -industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

invention - other (specify) 

unknown 
Specific dates 3,d quarter 18 th  cent&i(derlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICXNCE 

Woodford is an  important example of Vi rg in ia ' s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
combining f e a t u r e s  of t h e  simple organic co t t ages  of e a r l y  co lon ia l  times with t h e  more 
formal, symmetrical q u a l i t i e s  of  t h e  Georgian s t y l e .  Its t r a d i t i o n a l  ha l l -pa r lo r  p lan  
incorporates a center  passage assoc ia ted  with Georgian p lans ,  and t h e  otherwise formal 
e x t e r i o r  has i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced openings r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  uneveness of  t h e  room s i z e s .  
I n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l s  include a unique, f o r  Virgin ia ,  s t a i r  b a n i s t e r  following sophis t ica ted  
English precedents  and remnants of  i n t e r i o r  clapboarding o r i g i n a l l y  used a s  a rude second- 
f loor  wall  and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h .  Worthy of  note a l s o  is t h e  complete l ack  of  any decora t ive  
d e t a i l i n g  i n  what a r e  i n  every o t h e r  r e spec t  f i n e l y  executed Flemish-bond b r i ck  walls ,  a 
fu r the r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  house ' s  combination of vernacular  and soph i s t i ca ted  q u a l i t i e s .  
Woodford was b u i l t  between 1756 and 1773 f o r  B i l l ing ton  McCarty, Jr., (d. 1771) whose 
family had owned t h e  property s ince  1661. The present  house was preceded by perhaps two 
e a r l i e r  dwell ings whose s i t e s ,  i f  loca ted ,  could y i e l d  s i g n i f i c a n t  archaeological  information. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The scenic  peninsula on Farnham Creek where Koodford is located  was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  
of a t r a c t  patented i n  1650 by Col. Moore Fauntleroy. Fauntleroy sold  110 a c r e s  of t h e  
property i n  1661 t o  Luke Bi l l ing ton  who died i n  1672 leaving t h e  land and t h e  "house wherein 
I dwel ln l  t o  h i s  wife and son. The son,  Luke Bi l l ing ton ,  Jr., died i n  1686 with t h e  property 
passing t o  h i s  s i s t e r  Elizabeth,  wife of  Dennis McCarty. The property does not  appear t o  
have been occupied over t h e  next few decades, a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  a f t e r  1724 when Elizabeth 
McCarty's grandson Bi l l inq ton  McCarty i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p lace  from Daniel McCarty of  Westmore- 
land County. He most l i k e l y  b u i l t  a new house the re  around t h e  time of h i s  marriage i n  
1732. H i s  w i l l  of 1745 r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Farnham Creek property a s  my "now dwelling p lanta t ion .  ,, 2 
Bil l ington McCarty. Jr., was only  nine years  o l d  when he  inher i t ed  t h e  property from h i s  
f a the r .  He probably b u i l t  t h e  p resen t  house around a decade l a t e r  i n  order  t o  a c c o m d a t e  
a growing family. 

Woodford's inventory of  1773, made a f t e r  B i l l ing ton  McCarty's death,  follows a room 
arrangement conforming t o  t h a t  of  t h e  present  house. The inventory a l s o  shows t h e  principal  
rooms t o  have been q u i t e  handsomely-furnished. I n  t h e  h a l l  were a desk and bookcase, a 
walnut desk, a walnut t a b l e ,  a l a r g e  maple t a b l e ,  a dozen leather-hottom c h a i r s ,  a looking 
g lass ,  four  "Delph" punch bowls, and a dozen s i l v e r  spoons, e t c .  The inventory a l s o  men- 
t ions  items i n  t h e  "Old House," ind ica t ing  t h a t  t h e  , f a t h e r ' s  house was s t i l l  s tanding.  

Woodford was inher i t ed  by Bi l l ing ton  McCarty, Jr.'s second son, William. The property, 
cons i s t ing  of some 355 ac res ,  then remained i n  the  family through t h e  mid-19th century. 
The f i r s t  mention of the  p lace  by the  name Woodford appears i n  t h e  Richmond County Will 
Book of 1845, i n  the  w i l l  of William McCarty, Jr. - 

(See Continuation Sheet # 2 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries have been drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  f i f ty - th ree -ac re  peninsula which i s  
cu r ren t ly  t h e  e n t i r e  Woodford t r ac t . .  This provides a  s c e n i c  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  main house 
and inc ludes  any l i k e l y  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  s i t e s  of t h e  e a r l i e r  
Woodford dwell ings.  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

During t h e  e a r l y  20th century t h e  house remained occupied but  f e l l  i n t o  decay. 
I n  1935 t h e  property was acquired by Maj. and Mrs. Charles G i l c h r i s t  of Charleston,  South 
Carol ina ,  who engaged P h i l i p  S t e r n ,  a  Fredericksburg a r c h i t e c t ,  t o  r e s t o r e  the  house 
and add a k i t chen  wing. The present  owners, M r .  and Mrs. Joseph Chinn, Jr . ,  of Wilmington,De 
maintain Woodford a s  a  handsomely appointed weekend and summer home. M r .  Chinn i s  a 
na t ive  of Richmond County and i s  a descendant of the  McCarty family.  

l 0 l d  Rappahannock County --- W i l l s  and Deeds 1, p. 114. 1665-1677. 
2~ichmond County Wills 5, p. 480 (1745). 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 53 acres 

Quadrangle name Morattico. Va . 
UMT References 

A 11(81 13 15 i3 10 14 10j 14 i1 )3 @ 16 p p I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

15 3 1 TI 110 1 11 18 12 12 17 10 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and iust i f icat ion Property comprises + 53 ac res .  Bounded on t h e  south 
and e a s t  by Farnham Creek: bounded on nor th  by a creek and i h e n b y  a .p roper ty  l i n e ,  which 
extends west of t h e  ent rance  t o  t h e  west proper ty  l i n e ,  which extends south t o  Farnham 

Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N /A code county N/A code 

state N/ A code county N/A code 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameititle Virgin ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date Ju ly  1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond , .tate Virg in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2- state - local 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the atlonal Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th$erifpge Conservation and vecreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 






