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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated on a ridge northeast  of the c i t y  of Roanoke, the  Denton Monument is sur-  
rounded by the modern Tombstone Cemetery, so-called a f t e r  the  monument's popular 
name, the Old Tombstone. 

A monolithic freestone carving marking the grave of nine-year-old Robert Denton, 
it i s  four f e e t  long, two f e e t  s i x  inches wide, and, a t  i t s  t h i ckes t ,  one foot 
s i x  inches deep. It takes the form of a rectangular s l a b  with d i p p e d  corners,  
upon which r e s t s  a ridged hexagonal coff in  which is open from i t s  widest pbint 
up, exposing the head and torso of a chi ld .  There was once a removable l i d  which 
covered the corpse, but it has been s tolen.  The upper and l a t e r a l  sur faces  of 

the cof f in  and the s l a b  a r e  inscribed i n  German, English, and La t in .  A s  one faces 
the cof f in  from the f e e t ,  the  top r igh t  panel contains t h e  beginning of "A Eamaly 
~ i g e s t e r "  of Benjamin 'kenton (b. 1769) and his wife Peggy Anderson (b. 1774), who 
were married i n  1793. The l i s t i n g  i s  carr ied over onto the r i g h t  s i d e  panel of 
the co f f in  and the adjacent top surface of the  s l ab  and records t h e  b i r t h  dates of 
the  four b n t o n  chi ldren born by the time of Robert's death i n  1805. The l e f t  
top and s ide  surfaces of the co f f in  a r e  inscribed with a poem i n  English r e l a t i n g  
to  death, resurrect ion,  and family remembrance; the same poem is repeated i n  German 
on the top of the  s l a b  and i n  Latin on the long l e f t  v e r t i c a l  s ide .  A t  t he  foot 
of the  s l a b  on i ts  v e r t i c a l  surface is carved a moon and th ree  s t a r s ;  t h e  flanking 
oblique ~ a n e l s  a r e  embellished with baskets of German-style t u l i p s .  The head of 
the slhb is decorated with Germanic hearts on the oblique panels; these f lank a 
cen t ra l  panel embellished with the r i s ing  sun of  resurrect ion and, i n  t h e  upper 
corners, with the a r t i s t ' s  signature-Ylaurence Krone Ston Mason." 

The depredations of vandals have unTortunately' prom$tea thb d&$lete' ericlosure of 
the monument i n  a sheet-metal-roofed, chain-link cage, making it d i f f i c u l t .  t o  see  

the stone and v i r t u a l l y  impossible t o  photograpFi it." 
. . . .. . . I  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary coincidgs with the perimeter of the  concrete 
base on which the fence-enclosed monument s i t s  -- a l l  measuring approximately 
15' x 15'. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Denton Monument, popularly known as the Old mmbstone, i s  an  important product 
of the t r ad i t i ons  of funerary a r t  which flourished i n  western Virginia i n  the  
ear ly  nineteenth century. It i s  a masterwork of Laurence Krone, one of the most 
sk i l l ed  Virginia German carvers and the only one known by name. Erected sometime 
a f t e r  1805 to  commemorate the death of nine-year-old Robert Denton, the monolithic 
monument combines decorative elements of the German fo lk  a r t  t r a d i t i o n  with 
sentimental poems i n  German, Latin,  and English. I t s  representat ion of the  corpse 
i n  its co f f in  is s imilar  t o  some found i n  New England. I t s  form is unique i n  
Virginia yet  v iv id ly  emblematic of the v i t a l i t y  and eclect ic ism of fo lk  a r t  and 
l i f e  i n  ear ly  western Virginia.  

Laurence Krone (d. 1836) apparently came t o  America from c e n t r a l  Emrope i n  the 
l a t e  eighteenth century, reaching Virginia around 1800. He s e t t l e d  near Wytheville 
and is responsible f o r  most of the best  work i n  the cemetery a t  S t .  John's Lutheran 
Church, Wytheville (which contains his  other masterpiece, the  Rev. George Flohr 
tomb of 1826); the McGavock family graveprd a t  Fort  Chiswell, Wythe County; and 
several  others .  He i s  a l so  known t o  have carved the gates f o r  t he  Cloyd family 
burying ground a t  Back Creek Farm, Pulaski County. 

The Denton Monument, which legend a t t r i bu t e s  t o  Krone's g ra t i t ude  for  care  received 
during an i l l n e s s ,  i s  his only signed work, and i t  is i n  many ways cha rac t e r i s t i c  
of his a r t .  It displays decorative motifg popular among German a r t i s t s - - t h e  hear t s ,  
the t u l ip s ,  the  r i s i n g  sun--and it is generously provided with products of the g r e a t  
l e t t e r ing  a b i l i t y  f o r  which Krone i s  known and par t icu la r ly  of h i s  s ingular  wi l l ing-  
n m  t o  carve German Gothic s c r i p t  and t o  use the German language i n  general .  Other 
German and Br i t i sh  carvers had used cof f in  representations before Krone, but he 
seems t o  have been pa r t i cu l a r ly  fond of using them f o r  h i s  l a r g e r  works. The 
representation of an open co f f in  displaying a corpse (indeed of any human l ikeness)  
i s  unique i n  Virginia,  so f a r  as  is known, but i t  was not unusual i n  eighteenth- 
and ear ly  nineteenth-century New England. The use of t h i s  s p e c i f i c  motif i n  
common with the northern s t a t e s  i s  probably a coincidence, but .Krone, drawing upon 
theresources of e thnical ly  mixed western Virginia for  his  symbols and decorative 
d e t a i l s ,  was expressing with them, as with h i s  t r i l i n g u a l  poetry and wi th  the 
whole notion of a family monument, a new, national tendency t o  sentimentalize death, 
childhood, and the family i n  general. The poem urges the "sweet babe" t o  "sleep 
on" secure i n  the memories of the family whose membership is ca re fu l ly  recorded 
on the monument, u n t i l  the archangel c a l l s  him t o  the "b les t  abode-of God. The 
Denton Monument thus r e f l ec t s  a par t icu la r  moment of cu l tu ra l  f l u x  when the t r ad i -  
t iona l  l i f e  of several  western Virginia e thnic  groups was beginning t o  meld i n t o  
a national cul ture ,  a process which can be traced i n  i ts  l a t e r  developments i n  
other a r t i f a c t s  from the area.  DLI 
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