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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Se t  near  a  q u i e t  country road i n  r u r a l  Rockbridge County, t h e  Greek Revival  New 
Providence P resby te r i an  Church i s  a monumental, one-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  completed i n  
1859. The facade i s  composed o f  a  c e n t r a l  recessed  p o r t i c o  marked by s l i g h t l y  p ro jec t -  
ing f lanking p i e r s  and a s i m i l a r l y  p ro jec t ing  pediment supported o n  two massive,  un f lu ted  
Doric columns. This a s s e r t i v e  t reatment  of a  negat ive space is accented  by t h e  f l i g h t  
of s t e p s  leading  up t o  t h e  p o r t i c o  and by t h e  use o f  unpierced w a l l s  marked on ly  by 
p l a i n  Doric p i l a s t e r s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  c e n t r a l  pavi l ion .  The bu i ld ing  is f o u r  
bays long and has p i l a s t e r s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  bays, a s  we l l  a s  a e d i c u l e  window frames. 
S imi la r  frames embell ish t h e  two entrancesfrom t h e  por t ico .  The low hipped roof i s  
enc i rc l ed  by a broad, white-painted e n t a b l a t u r e  broken i n t o  two p a r t s  by a t e n i a  band, 
and with s t y l i z e d ,  co rbe l l ed  b r i c k  modi l l ions  i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  Th i s  t rea tment  is omit ted  
i n  t h e  pav i l ion  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  where the  monumentality of t h a t  f e a t u r e  is emphasized by 
the  undivide6 and unembellished f r i e z e .  

The b r i c k  on the  sou th  and e a s t  s i d e s  o f  the  church-- respect ive ly ,  t h e  s i d e  f a c i n g  
Brownsburg and t h e  cemetery, and t h e  main facade-- is  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, whi le  t h e  
recessed por t ions  of t h e  p o r t i c o  and t h e  nor th  s i d e  a r e  l a i d  i n  f ive -course  American 
bond with Flemish v a r i a n t ;  t h e  whole body o f  the  church has p e n c i l e d  j o i n t s .  

The p lan  o f  New Providence Presbyter ian  Church is a p l a i n  one.  The whole of t h e  
i n t e r i o r  is occupied by a s i n g l e  l a r g e  auditorium wi th  a  g a l l e r y  a t  t h e  e a s t  end and 
f o r  most o f  t h e  l eng th  of the  two long s i d e s .  (The l a t t e r  g a l l e r i e s  r a n  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  
the  church u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  century.)  The g a l l e r i e s  a r e  e n t e r e d  from f l i g h t s  of 
s t a i r s  loca ted  a t  e i t h e r  end o f  t h e  recessed por t i co .  

The i n t e r i o r  arrangement and decora t ion  has been l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  s i n c e  t h e  
bu i ld ing ' s  e r e c t i o n .  The c e n t r a l  p u l p i t  a t  t h e  west end c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ,  
the c e n t r a l  one recessed ,  each wi th  a  c e n t r a l  r a i s e d  panel .  The whole i s  s e t  on a 
s i m i l a r l y  shaped p la t form and is s e t  o f f  v i s u a l l y  by a t a b e r n a c l e  on  t h e  r e a r  wa l l .  
The l a t t e r  is composed o f  two p a i r s  of paneled Doric p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  d e l i c a t e  pierced 
p l a s t e r  f o l i a g e  i n  t h e  echinus o f  each c a p i t a l .  These p i l a s t e r s  suppor t  a  f u l l  
e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  s i m i l a r  plasterwork a t  t he  base o f  t h e  cornice .  The whole is surmounted 
by a stepped blocking course wi th  p l a s t e r  f o l i a g e  i n  the  c e n t r a l  pane l .  This  des ign ,  
l i k e  the  p lan  of t h e  church i t s e l f ,  is based on Asher Benjamin's The B u i l d e r s ' s  Guide 
(1839), but a s  i n  most r u r a l  bu i ld ings  insp i red  by such sources  t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  is very  
f r e e  and se rves  only  as a s t a r t i n g  poin t  f o r  the  design.  The g a l l e r y  i s  decora ted  w i t h  
recessed panels on i ts  f a c e  and i s  supported on f l u t e d  Greek Doric columns. The pews 
may da te  from 1913 when t h e  present  c e i l i n g  and c h o i r  s t a l l  were added. 

I n  1926 a t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  Sunday School wing was added t o  t h e  r e a r .  Though 
l a r g e ,  it is not  ob t rus ive .  

DU 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds have been drawn t o  include the  church with i t s  a t t ached  Sunday 

(See Continuation Sheet #i) 
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Completed i n  1859, New Providence P resby te r i an  Church i n  Rockbridge County is  i t s  
congregat ion 's  f i f t h  bu i ld ing  and t h e  t h i r d  on t h e  site. The d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Greek Revival  
s t r u c t u r e  is s i m i l a r  i n  des ign  t o  t h e  churches b u i l t  f o r  t h e  Tinkl ing  Spr ings  congrega- 
t i o n  i n  Augusta County and f o r  Hampden-Sydney College i n  Prince Edward County. The 
a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e s e  two bu i ld ings ,  t h e  pas to r  Robert L. Dabney, may have had a hand i n  t h e  
design of New Providence. Its a u s t e r e l y  e l egan t  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  
Benjaminesque manner and has been l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  s i n c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

New Providence P resby te r i an  Church was organized i n  1746 by t h e  New S i d e  
Presbyter ian  m i n i s t e r  John B l a i r  and played an important r o l e  i n  t h e  e s t ab l i shment  o f  t h e  
Synod of Vi rg in ia  l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  century .  The Rev. John Brown, f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  
church, kept  a  school  a t  nearby F a i r f i e l d  which became L i b e r t y  H a l l  Academy and l a t e r  
Washington and Lee Unive r s i ty  (now loca ted  a t  Lexington). I n  1819 t h e  Female Beilevolent 
Socie ty  of New Providence Church was organized.  The e a r l i e s t  knowVirg in ia  miss ionary  
s o c i e t y ,  it was a product o f  t h e  impulse toward r e l i g i o u s  benevolence engendered by t h e  
Second Great Awakening, an  impulse which broadened i n t o  t h e  g r e a t  reform movements o f  
the  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  19 th  century .  

New providence 's  f i r s t  bui ld ing  was a  log s t r u c t u r e  near  Spottswood. Another l o g  
church was b u i l t  on Moffa t t s  Creek sometime before  1754, and a few yea r s  l a t e r  a  t h i r d ,  
s tone ,  church was b u i l t .  This was succeeded i n  1812 by a b r i c k  church b u i l t  on t h e  same 
s i t e ;  t h e  l a t t e r  was i n  t u r n  replaced by t h e  p resen t  bu i ld ing  i n  1859. Although t h e  
des igner  o f  t h e  church is not  named i n  t h e  records  t h e  e x t e r i o r  is very  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
Tinkling Springs P resby te r i an  Church e rec ted  i n  1850 a f t e r  des igns  by t h a t  congregat ion ' s  
pas to r  Robert L. Dabney. Dabney a l s o  designed t h e  Hampden-Sydney Chapel (1865) i n  t h e  
same form. I f  Dabney was not  knowingly r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  New Providence bu i ld ing  it 
must c e r t a i n l y  havebeen copied from h i s  work a t  Tinkling Spr ings .  The p l a n  o f  t h e  church, 
l i k e  many Vi rg in ia  churches of t h e  second and t h i r d  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry ,  was f r e e  
l y  adapted from P l a t e s  L V I I I  and L I X ,  "Churches," i n  Asher Benjamin's - The Bu i lde r ' s  - Guide 
(1839). The v e s t i b u l e  and t h e  enclosure  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y  s t a i r s  a r e  omi t ted  i n  t h e  t h r e e  
Dabney des igns .  Dabney employed t h e  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  and t h e  p i l a s t e r s  d i v i d i n g  t h e  bays 
t h a t  Benjamin showed a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  recessed  p o r t i c o  supported on  a p a i r  o f  ants columns. 
However, he reduced t h e  o r d e r  t o  t h e  p l a i n e s t  Doric and f o r  t h e  pedimented g a b l e  roof  
s u b s t i t u t e d  a low hipped roof wi th  a  pediment over  t h e  p o r t i c o  on ly .  Benjamin's tower 
was omit ted.  

I n  many ways t h e  des ign  o f  t h e  New Providence bu i ld ing  is t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  th ree .  
The proport ions of i t s  columns a r e  more s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  is d e f i n i t e l y  
supe r io r  t o  i ts  cousins which a l s o  have t abe rnac les  at  the  p u l p i t  end. Those a r e  over-  
s i zed  e f f o r t s  of a t t enua ted  propor t ions  and l a c k  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  impact and t h e  d e l i c a c y  
of d e t a i l  which c h a r a c t e r i z e  the  Rockbridge County church. Like  t h e  e x t e r i o r  the  i n t e r i o r  
was insp i red  by, but  not  copied from, a en jam in's sugges t ions .  

(see Cont inuat ion  Sheb t  #L): 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

New Providence p resby te r i an  Church i s  s t i l l  a n  a c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  i s  c a r e f u l l y  maintained.  

I 

7. DESCRIPTION 

School wing, t h e  immediate church yard ,  and the  church cemetery. The 
boundaries co inc ide  wi th  the cemetery bounds ind ica t ed  on t h e  Brownsburg, 
V i r g i n i a ,  U.S.G.S. 7%' quadrangle (1967). 
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