


p. DESCRIPTION 1 

As or iginal ly  b u i l t  Timber Ridge Church was a very simple one-story 
rectangular s t ruc ture  of gray limestone, approximately 43'-10" x 35' ,  
covered by a gable roof. A shallow water table  extended around a l l  four 
walls and is retained on portions of the ea s t  and west walls.. The in t e r io l  
apparently had a d i r t  f loor 'with s p l i t  logs for  pews, and a pu lp i t  with 
sounding board. The ce i l i ng  was possibly treated as a segmental vau l t ,  
although i t  i s  current ly  a late-nineteenth-century wooden faceted a f f a i r .  

C O N D i T I O N  

INTEGRITY 

Phe f i r s t  major a l t e r a t i o n  of the church occurred i n  1871 with the 
addi t ion of a porch on the north wall containing three semi-circular 
arches and flanking ante-rooms. The or ig ina l  north wall behind the porch 
was stuccoed, and the or ig ina l  ea s t  door with i ts  f l a t  stone arch was 
closed up. 

In 1899-1900 the church was almost completely remodelled, leaving l i t t l e  
colonial  fabr ic  remaining except for  portions of three walls and some 
of the roof timbers. A l l  of the windows i n  the or ig ina l  portion were 
a l te red  and enlarged so tha t  they now possess semi-circular arched tops 
and diamond pane sash. Also added during the renovation were the transcept 
choir ,  and most of the present i n t e r io r  f i n i sh  and furniture.  The present 
f loor  of the church slopes toward the pulpi t .  A large two-story stone 
wing containing educational f a c i l i t i e s  was added to  the rear  of the church 
around 1950. 
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STATEMENT O F  ~ I C N I F I C A H C E  (Include PeremaPe.. Dates, E l n l . ,  Els.)  

The f i r s t  congregation of Timber Ridge was organized i n  1746 by John Blair, 
a Presbyterian minister who was a native of northern Ireland. The 
congregation was organized under the auspices of the New Light Presbyterians, 
a rev iva l i s t  oriented branch of the Calvinist  denomination. The f i r s t  
meeting house was a log s t ructure  and stood about two miles north of 
the present meeting house. Permission to  worship was granted by the 
Augusta County Court on May 20, 1748. 

One of the ear ly  leaders of the congregation was John Houston, great-
grandfather of Sam Houston, President of the Republic of Texas, who 
himself was born a t  Timber Ridge Plantation,  jus t  south of the present 
church. I t  is said tha t  i t  was John Houston who inspired the congregation 
to  build the present stone meeting house. 

The second or  present meeting lpuse. w;js,built L155:56. .& qhe mqeting 
house was b u i l t  on the f ron t ie r  during the French and Indian War, i t s  
s tou t  limestone walls were constructed so tha t  the building could be 
converted in to  a f o r t  i f  necessary. There i s  a legend tha t  the women of 
the congregation aided i n  the construction of the building, hauling sand 
for  the mortar by packsaddle from the nearby South River. 

Timber Ridge served a s  an important meeting place of the ear ly  Valley 
Presbyterians. The Hanover Presbytery met there i n  1775, 1776, 1777, and 
1784. Timber Ridge a l so  had ear ly  t i e s  with what i s  now Washington and 
Lee University. In 1776 the Augusta Academy, founded i n  1773 by the 
Hanover Presbytery, was moved to  Timber Ridge where it was supported 
en t i r e ly  by the congregation for  several  years u n t i l  it was moved again 
to  near Lexington. Augusta Academy was renamed Liberty Hall i n  honor of 
the American Revolution; l a t e r  i t  was moved to  Lexington where it became 
f i r s t  Washington College and f ina l ly  Washington and Lee University. The 
old academy building stood near the meeting house u n t i l  around 1838. 

Although Timber Ridge has been considerably enlarged and a l te red  i n  
appearance during its more than two hundred years of existence, i t  remains 
the second o ldes t  Presbyterian meeting house i n  the Valley of Virginia. 
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