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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL ({f knoWnTPHYSICAI.. APPEARANCE

&+ BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Cyrus H. MeCormick successfully produced
8 reaper shortly after he took over the project on which his father,
Robert McCormick, had worked spasmodically for twenty years. An
inventive talent inherited from hisg father, direct experience with
the problems of harvesting grain, and the long testing of various
mechanical principles by his father gave Cyrus a sound foundation

for taking over the reaper project,

Avolding his father's mistakes, Cyrus, in the early summer of
1831, constructed a swall experimental machine designed on principles
entirely different from his father's mwachines.

A public trial held in the field of John Steele in late July
successfully proved his theory of cutting. Seven basic principles
incorporated in this reaper, the divider, reel, straight reclprocating
knife, fingers or guards, platform, main wheel and gearing, and the
front-side draft traction, together with their distinctive combination,
remain essential to reaping machinery today. Forerunners of McCormick
had used one or more of these seven principles prior to 1831, but he
was the first to unite them all into an effective whole.

Cyrus recognized that this firet machine was far from perfect in
cutting the grain. 5o skeptical was he of its value that he waited
until 1834 to patent 1t, and he did not feel justified in seeking a
vide market for it until 1840, Close thought and experimentation
continued for fifteen years. Each one of the principal parts was
conslderably refashioned prior to 1846, but no basic change in
constructlon proved to be necessary. ' ‘

A counter-claim advanced in the recent past on behalf of Cyrus'
father by some members of the MeCormick famlly deserves consideration.
If Robert MeCormick were the inventor of the reaper, Cyrus wonld still
merit recognition as its successful manufacturer. However, his chief
title to fame would be iransferred to his father. A recent and
thorough biographer, William T. Hutchinson, has critically examined
the facts and the motivation for the controversy. His conclusion is
that the wealth of material on agricultural history, carefully
assempled over a period of twenty-five years, makes certain beyond
a doubt that Cyrus McCormick invented the reaper which bears his name.

Hutehinson's work presents with conviction the thesis that the
reaper was probably the most important of all the inventions made
during the first half of the 19th century which revolutionized
agriculture. Grain was a staple crop throughout the temperate
zones of the world, and the appearance of n wachine which permitted
the farmer to reap as much grain ao he could now broughl chingon 1n
cereal=culture as far rcaching in thelr Importance as those Tlowling
from the cotton gin. As Whitney's invention significantly affected
one of the basic necessities of human life, so the first successful
reaper was of great izfluence upon the food supply of the world.
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7 a. CONT'D.

Cyrus McCormick not only ploneered in the invention and evolution
of reaping machinery, but also in the creation of modern business
methods. He became a large-scale producer bringing the reaper to a
national market; he was one of the most shccessful manufacturers in
America's first era of "big business." More than most men, he possessed
the ability to translate his creative ideas into reality.

The blacksmith shop at Walnut Grove handled the manufacture of the
reapers as long as the market for them was local. Robert and Leander
McCormick, with the help of their slaves and an occasional hired man,
formed the factory personnel. The steel sickles required fine workman-
ship and were made by a skilled workman in the vicinity.

Beginning in 1843, the franchise to build the reaper was sold to
men in various sections of the state. The following year Cyrus made
a swing through the north and west and arranged manufacturing franchises
in Brockport, New York, Cincinnati and other western points. These
licensed manufacturers, however, proved less careful than the workers
at Walnut Grove and turned out poorly made machines. MeCormick
determined to save the good reputation of his reaper by concentrating
thelr manufacture in one place and under his own direction. Thus, in
1847 he established his own plant in Chicago and closed other manu-
facture in one place and under his own direetion. Thus, in 1847 he
established his own plant in Chicago and closed other manufacturing
contracts as promptly as possible. By 1850 the McCormick reaper had
won a national reputation and market, World-wide recognition followed.

The French, for example, made him a chevalier of the Legion of
Honor and in 1879 elected him a member of the French Academy of
Sciences as having done more for sgriculture than any other living
man .

Status: The workshop where Cyrus McCormick built the first
sucecessful reaper and the family home are both very well preserved.
The workshop is a swall square log hbullding on a high stone foundation.
It is to the side of a well-kept picnic and parking area and is kept
open a8 the McCormick Memorial. The large, two-story brick farm home
is equally as well maintained and provides office space for the work
of the Shenandoah Valley Research Station.
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T b. BOUNDARIES: This property consists of approximately 3 acres which
have been set aside by the current owners to memorialize McCormick.
Within this tract are 3 buildings used by McCormick. There is also

a brick house which serves as an office and home for farm Superintendent
McClure. Mr. McClure advises that the brick house is not normally
considered a part of the McCormick memorial, even though it was built
when McCormick was about 10 years of age and McCormick lived there for

many years.

The property referenced above is located on the north side of
Route 606, about 1 mile west of Route 11 and about 1 mile east of

Route 81.
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(1834) was probably the most importsnt.

gseveral men with the more primitive scythes and cradles.

Of all the invenfioﬁs’that'revolutionized agriculture during the

first half of the 19th century, Cyrus MeCormick's mechanical reaper

It made 1t possible for one

man to harvest as much graln in a day as had required the labor of

Both

McCorwick's workshop, & small log building on a high stone

foundation, and his large brick farmhouse have been well preserved.
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