Rockbridae Inn
Name of Praperty ~

MJA

unty and State

8. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

{Check as many boxes as apply)  ~ (Check only one box)
X private jbuilding{s)
_ public-local " district
i public-State  site
— public-Federal — structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter "N/A™ if property is not part of a multicle property listing.}

N/A_

Number of Resources within Property
{Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)

Centributing Noncontributing
1 2 buildings
0 0 sites
0 1 structures
0 0 objects
1 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
{Enter categories fram instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

DOMESTIC: hotel

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

-DOMESTIC: secondary stuctures

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions}

MIXED

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories fram instructions)

foundation _STONE
walls __BRICK

_WooDh: weatherboard = = =
roof METAL

other

(Descnbe the historic and current condition of the property on ane or more continuation sheets.)



-Rockbridge County, VA

ame 7 County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria ‘Areas of Significance
(Mark x in ane Or mare Doxes for the criteria qualifying the praperty {Enter categories from nstructions)
for National Register listing.) h - - N
ARCHITECTURE }
xx A Property is associated with events that have made TRANSPORTATION
a significant contribution to the broad patierns of T o
our history. —_—

—. B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in cur past.

"x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
cf a type, penod, or method of construction or
represents the work of 2 master or possesses
high artistic vaiues, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
ingdividual distinction. 1821-1890

'_ D Property has yieided, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations iqnifi
{Mark "x" :n all the boxes inat acply Stgnlflcant Dates
.1821-1823
rogery 18 :
Procerty s _circa 1841 | )
.~ A owned by a relicious insuunon or dseqa for 1880-1890

reiigious purposes,
Significant Person
{Cammese it Cmenon 8 is marked above)

— B removed from 1ts criginal locaton,
N/A

C a birthplace or grave.
Cultural Affiliation
. D a cemetery. N/A

0 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

T3 F a commemorative praperty

7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. : unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explan the significance of the property on one ¢or mere continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography
{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary iocation of additional data:
O pretiminary determination of individual listing (36 (% State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested O] Other State agency
[ previously listed in the National Register {J Federal agency
(] previously determined eligible by the Nationai U Local gavernment
Register [ University
(J designated a Nationa! Historic Landmark CJ Other .
[(J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: VA Dept. of Hist. Resour
# 221 Governor St., Richmond, VA 23219

(3 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #




—Rockbridge Inn i VA

Name of Property County ana State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property appraox. 1% acres

UTM References
{Place additional UTM referances on a contmnuation sheet )

| | i 1 ! | | | : | |

1 N | H I

11 ] P Z l_ 6} 2 ! g “ 4 I! | | | ! | i 3 i : i ) : . ' , ; | [ '
IZone . Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 R ‘l wl | [ N l ! L | Jf L JI 4 !_ P f | _E_L : I : i I j }

[ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on & continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile __ Dianne and Joseph Pierce, Consultants.

erganization : - date 7/5/94
sireet & number _P.O. Box 899 - telephone _(508) 693-3053
city or town _West Tisbury state _ MA zip code _Q2575

Additional Documentation
Suomit the foilowing itoms with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having iarge acreage or numerous resources.
Photagraphs

Representative black and white photographs cf the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPQO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{(Campiete this item at the request of SHPC or FPO,}

name __Nancy Skidmore
street & number _Route 1 Box 399 ' telephone _(703) 291-1355
city or town ___Natural Bridge state __ VA zip code 24578

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coitected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places lo nominate
propenies for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties. and to amend existing listings. Response o this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the Nationai Historic Preservation Act, as amended {16 U.S.C. 470 et 5eq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form ta the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Mational Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Qffice ot
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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ROCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County., VA

Jocikpridge Inn was odul.- cetween 1821 and 1822 bv John Jalbraith on
iana that almost ~e2rtainlv already conzained otner buildings
lncluding a @dweliin:s. .€ 1wg-STOrY Drick nhouse buiit ov Galbraithn
funcrioned as 2 G-l . . &S Well 4s a s5Tagecoach STop and tavern cn
Tne Valrlev EIad. . LsUuse was a2adea cc arcunca (2341 witnh 2
.arge Ifsur-ToTm ITame .inZ o the north of tne criginal section.
ALTRCUEN the gropertsy Ieteriorated steadily over the next foruy
vears., in wne [d8us Tne house was remcdeled. "The two-story
porcres. the winaows. and some interior detalling sucn as mantels
and docrs Gdate rcm Tn.s period. Few changes were made Lo the
nouse aiier wne ldscus The nouse retains lnterior ca=tairiing from
2ll Taree oI lts mejcr culiding campaizns, inclucing “ine Federal
mantsls and the fantlleversad stalir. The ncuse 23 17 4ooW 2X1sts is
tne sum of iTg appreximatelsr 60-year architectural =voiutlion.

Arcnlitectural Analvsis

“he building now known zs Hockbridge

Q
]
Hl
"‘
n
[
a1
<
o1
b
1
a
.

The eariiest =
Inn was a five-pay. twe-sUOry bBrick structure wicth a pltched roof.

hiz building, Dbegun in 1821 and completed .n 2.3 Dy John
Gaicraizth 2s =z tavern anc residence, was constructed in Flemish
bonz using bricks produced on the site. Although the zrickwork has
oeen reworged I1n many areas, much of the original masconry is still
evident. The cricks are very reguiar in size, anca the pelnrting is
extremeliy fine. The original structure had a douple-rile, center-
passage plan, with ©« svmmetrical front facade and <wo interior
cnimnevs on each end. The structural members evident under the

nouse were hand-hewn.

Thne interior of the bulilding retains some of the features from the
early 19th centurv. The wide. mitred, door- and window-moldings,
wide paseboarc with ogive top. heavy chair rail, cornices, and much
9T the wide gpine Ilooring date from the earliest period of
construction. The sgtraizht-run stair on <the west side of the
entrance hall, with l1ts distinctive cantilevered structure, showing
no visivle means of support, may be original to the house, although
much of its detailing, including the square Eastlake newel, dates

e
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Rockbridge County, VA
{Architectural Analysis, contd.)

Irom Ias LDsus remocde.lnz Tne £ialr Teztlures ge. icate bDalusters:
TWo per si2z. Turnec and tTavered 1n &N NoUrglass oonriguraticon, a2z
wWel. as Ccarveo panels WlLn 2 SCrol:l moull alsng tne stringer.
Loors iinc:iuding the DPOCH=T doOrs pecwesen tne Trant and rear rooms
on eacnrn sSio2 O tne nall) in the origina. sectiecn of the hnouse
features fcur _ndentec paneié with ralsed centers, wWith The largsc
panels cn Toro. Fargware largely dates rrom o fariy Lwentietn
century., Tne front haLll. &8 well 25 Thne TQoOMs on tas DACH (neTTn;
side cf tne= origlna: sectilcn have a cpalr rail., 2 narrow cornice i3
found in a’_ ¢! tne rooms on the firs: flocr, The second fioocr rnas
a cornice anc cnalr rail onlx in the hall ‘

Sometime around 1841, as suggested by a $500.25 increase in the
assessed value of the property’s buildings, an addition was made to
the north side of the house, consisting of two large and two small
rooms on each floor, with a small connector (which may have been a
porch originally) between old and new sections. There is
an interior chimney between the two rooms. The 1841 wing of the
house has fluted trim with bullseye corner blocks, and the doors
are five-panel. The baseboard is also fluted. Flooring is
narrowerin this section, and runs north-south, as opposed to the
east-west direction of the flooring in the older wing. Structural
members here were circular-~-sawn.

When Colone. Henrv (hester Parscns owned tnies proberty 1n the 188(s.
most of the remaining alterations were made that gave the house
1t currenT appearance. Most notably, Tarsons adaed the doublie-
STory porcnes encircling the scuth. east, and west facades of the
nouse. These porches, likely modeled from those at the XNatural
Bridge Hotel {alsc owned and remodeliec ov Parsons), may have been
constructed by the same bullders who worked at Parsons ' s ~Natural
Briage properties. The wooden- porches., seven bays on tne soutn
facade, six on the east. and six plus four on the west, have turned
wooden posts. The second story of the.porch nas a railing in an x-
and-cross cenfiguration: there 1s no railing on the first level.
Some sma.. curving bDracketis remain on either side of the porca
rosts. The porcnes have snalliow hipped roofs andc tongue-and-grocve
wood ceilings.,
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(Architectural Analysis, contd.)

™
i

cluded adding clipped end 2ables wizh
ash winasows, ne front recelved a
o -

-over-two windows. -

Tne 18803 remodsilng alsc

TWo=-gver-iwo double-nung
clipped gable with paired tTw

L
T

W

Also in the 18&is, the windows were remodeled. The woed doubie-
aung sash windows in the new wing are a simplified Queen Anne
conriguration oI one larze center pane wiin eight small edge panes,

lalhs

The criginal section, the windows on the front

cver Two panes. e 1
Tacade are alsc wood deouble-aung sash, with one large center pane
encircied by small square panes, over twc panes. On the east ana

- west facades. the windows are a mixture of the same Queen Anne-
style windows as on the front, along with some one-pane woocd sash
casement windows with fixed transoms naving one center pane and

encirciing smailsr panes. On the east facade on the secocnd floor,
two additional windows were addec on the ieft and right sides. The
other windows on tals and the west facade are paired on each floor
at the center of the facade, The masonry around ail the window
openings shows evidence of alteraticn, probably indicating that the
18830s windows are a larger size than those there previousgy.

The front door frames on the first and second floor appear to be
original to the house, although tne doors themselves, with their
one large pane over two heavily-molded indented panels, probably
date from tne 1880s remcdeling. Likewise, the three-light transom
and two-iight sidelights probably date from this period.

Although the apprearance of any porch that existed prior to the
18808 is unknown, there are some clues as to its appearance. The
fact that the seconc-floor door, being identical zTo that on the
first floor, appears to predate the 1880s porches may indicate that
a prior porch likewise had two stories, or at least a roof deck of
some sort. In additicn, a description of the house from 1867 (when
the property was sold at. auction to relieve the estate’s
indebtedness} mentions a "portico” whose roof had fallen in. The
previous porch, then, may have been a one-bay pertico over the
central front door, with a flat roof, perhaps with a railing.
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ROCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, Va

{Architectural Analysis,. contc

Theée wood mantels on tne lntericr of the nouse reiflsct the several
periods oI c¢onstruction and remcdelinzs tnat Rockbridge inn
underwent. The mantels in the second floor rooms on the west sice
of the original house date from the earliest pericd ¢:I construct.on
anda show evidence of the Federal stvie. The cne 1n the southwes:
corney TOOm 1S parcticulariyw Tine, with deiicate detailing incliuding
rnaented =ide panels, herringbone-pattern carving, and wide
cvernanging shelif. The other early mantel. in the northwest corner
room, is a mucn more simniified rederal form. Two mantels show
heavier Greek Revival styiing: one in the northern roem on the
. west sicde of the original section’s first floor, and one in tne
northern room cn the east side, second floor. These two mantels.
althougn not tne same, with their classical Torms and heavy
moldings, likeliy date frem the circa 1841 remodeling. All of the
ctper mantels in  the aouse propably date from <the 183Us
rencvations. These mantels, alsoc not identical te each other,

exhibit Eastlake detailing. chamfered edges, and spindle brackets.

Sma.ii additions and alterations have been made tTo the house in the
twentieth century, such as a two-story cinderblock appendage in the

corner between the north and south wings on the =ast slde, and
small enclosures of the porches on the west side of the north wing.

The entire house now has z. standing-seam metal roof.

In addition to the main house on the prepertv, zthere are iwc
outbuildings dating from the early twentieth century: a shec-
roofed wocoden garage, =and a gaple-roofed wcoden shed. The
assemblage of farm buildings that once cccupied the site, including
a2 very large  barn northwest of the house, 1s not extant. The
gazebo to the northeast of the house was added by the Skidmores in
1392.
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Rockbridge County, VA

Statement of Significance

hocKbriage Inn emDco i8S Toe CGiSTincTlve cnaracieristics o an early
Stageccach inn ang tavaersn in western Virginia. 3uil: between 1821
anpa 18435 tne TwWo=-E177. DriCK Tavern 1§ Lgocatec =iong the route of
tne olc Valiew Roao. ne of tne primary norin-south transportation
routes linxing Fhl.sZelpnla. Baltimore. znd washington, D.C., witn

(]

lands west and soutnwesl. ReockKoridge Inn zlaved a signirficant rol
in the deveiopment oI Rocdbridge County anc the Snhenandoan vVallew,
serving as a sio7 OL Lne sSiagecoacn route Ior travelers and for
tourists visiting Natural Bridge. Thnpe inn has been associated with
events and pegpie Very 1IDOrtant te Reckbridge Countyv. It was
buill: by Jonn Gaibraitn. a large landowner in the county. At one
Time 1t was owned oy (Ccionel H. C. Parsons, the primary developer
anc promoter of Naturai zridge. 1t was Parsons who was responsibile
Tor tne 1ld8us acciticn ¢f the distinct:ve double-story porches
wnich wrap arounc the bullding, as well as for other remodeling
tnat took place at tne same time: 1830 being the end of the period
cf significance of tne property. The 4.5-acre site consists.of the
main tavern/resigence and TWe noncontributing outbuildings.

Historical Background

The land where Rockbridge Inn now stands was once part of a large
1,000~acre plantation owned by James Gilmore. Gilmore and his wife
Martha were early settlers in the hRockbridge County area, listed asg

taxpavers as early as 11684,(1) The Giilmore family played an
important role in tne c¢reation and development oI Rockbridge
County. Jonn Gilmore served on the first court and vestry of the
newly~formed county in 1778.  The Gilmore men were appointed

surveyors and kKeepers of some of the earliest roads in the area in
one of the first acts of the elected officials of the county. (2)
They served in leadership in the 1local militia, served as
constables, sheriffs, and deputies, and were among the earliest
tavern owners in the area.
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RCCKBRIDGE INN
Rockbridge County, VA

wnen James Gllmore aiea

vounger scns, Josepn and

acres at the time, 1
Gilmore lived in a nho
covered wiiln wood. W
wooden dwelling wiwn a
mayv nave neen
there nmay
James Gilmeore.
brothers divided the

After further transactions,
and wililiam sold his land to John Allen in 1818,

*ii-lam

stone
the original
nave bpesen twe new awelliings built on the land left by
AfTer the acreage was increased to L,Ul17 acres, tne
land between them, each rece

(Historical Background, contd.)

1782, nhe lieft the property To his two
wirillam. Tne piantation oontained 961
reducecd tec §0% acres, Iin i8B03, Josepnh

known as View Mont, a Two-story brick house

Giimore lived at Giieac, a one- story
founcaticon.l4) Either of these houses
residence of thelr father James, or

iving 308.3 acres.
Joseph sold his land to Jehn Wallace,
Allen in turn

soid the property to Jonhn Galbraith in 1821.(32)

John Galbraith was a large landowner in the area, and was listed as

a taxpayer in the county
tract of land originaily
iand grant in the area

as early as 1782,
part of the Borden Grant, the earliest
{ November 6,

He purchased a vast

17391). iand was la

purchased from Galbraith's estate for the construction of Virginia

Military Institute.

In 1821,
“nown as Rockbridge Inn,

Galbraith began construction on Galbraith
with construction completed bv 1823, Tax

Tavern, now

figures from the period attest to the construction of a significant

dwelling on the site. (B}
would be running past

Gailbraith knew that the main stage route
his property along the old vValley Road, later

the Vvalley Turnpike; Galbraith built the tavern to accommodate

those traveling along tne stage route.

Galbraith Tavern, operated

by Galbraith for over 20 years, was a place for changing horses and
the last stop of the stageccach before Natural Bridge, a favorite

tourist spot.

The Shenandoah Valley of Virginia was settled primarily by Scotch-
Irish and Germans from Pennsylvania, with settlement beginning in

the 1730s. The settlers,

mostly farmers, travelled along an

“ancient buffalo trail or Warrior's Path, which much later kecame
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ROckbridge County, VA
(Historical Background, contd.)

the Vailev Turnpiue, 7 his route 2t one Time was referred te as
ar

e
the Pennsyvivania Recad or tnhe eat Wasgon Road or the C(Carolina

Foad., (&) The first white men in the Kockbridge area used the
"Great Path,” which was in the basic locatien of the Valley
Turnpike. (9) The Valley Turnpike., one of the most famous of
several roads constructed during the 1830s, was incorporated in
1834 and used for much north-south traveli. It later cecame Known

as the Lee Highway and U.5. Rout~ 11.

The stagecoach was the primary means of land transportation in the
early 180Ms, carrying bpoth passengers and mail. The stagecoacn
traveled north and south in the Shenandoah Valley, with one of its
first routes in the area along the Plank Road vetween Lexington and

Buchanan. The Plank Road was so named because planks were laid
across the road in an effort to smocoth ocut the ride and avoid the
mud and holes. Mirando, a tavern owned by the Matier family, was
the stowping point between Lexington and Buchanan, for fcod and for
a change of horses, Later, when the Galbraith Tavern was built,
the primary route was changed and the stages stopped at Galbraith
Tavern on its runs. (10: %

A copy of a pochet map entitled “Mitchel’s Map of Virginia,  dated
1837, was found in the desk of John Beeton., a former resident of
Lexington. In it, the few stagecoach routes through the vValley are
mappet. There was a route from Richmond to Lexington and on to
Charleston, West Virginia. There was a stage cthat travelled
between Lexington ana Staunten, and another between Lexingtan and
Salem, a distance of 33 miles, three times a week,. The route was
described by James McClung: ~Going southwest to Salem. what is at
present known as tne Natural Bridge road is followed to the old
Galbraith = Place andéd thence proceeds on to Pattensburg (now
Buchanan) on the James River. (11) Galbraith Tavern is the only
stage stop that McClung specifically mentions, thereby indicating
its prominent role in the transgportation system, At both Salem and
Staunton the stage c¢oaches connected with other stage lines,
thnereby making travel from one town to another guite possible.
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(Historical Background, contd.)

Galoraith Tavern was a significant meeting location in Rockbridge
County. The commissioners of roads and cther governmental bodies
often met at the tavern, as evidenced by advertisements arfd minutes
of those meetings. :

bhonds ta

Galbraith was Torced to sel‘ the tavern in 1845 to pay off
i3 azette anc

-
wnicn ne was oblizated. The Lexington newspapers, Ihe G

valiey Star., as weil as the Staunton Spectator newspaper carried
tne acvertlsement for the sale:

By virtue of deecd of trust made by John Gaipraith to William
Tavior and James C. Davidson, on the 17th of February, 13843,
and on record in the Clerk’s office of Rockoridge, 1 shalil
oproceed on the lith day of May next, on tne premises, to sell
at pupblic auction, a tract of land in said Countv~-4130 acres,
more or less-~This tract llies on the main Valley Road, 12
miles from Lexington, 2 miies from Natural Bridge, and within
1+ miles of James River, which is navigable at 21l seasons for
boats conveying seventy or more barrels o2f {lour.= The
improvements consist of a large two story Brick House, with
ten rooms in 1t conveniently arranged, a good Brick Kitchen,
Smoke House, and Ice House, all in good repair, and a large

log stable. The house has been occcupied for many years as a
tavern, ana i1, as well from its situation, as 1ts
arrangement, admirably adapted to that purpose. In addition

to the improvementis above mentioned, wnicn are situated on thne
road, there 1s near the centre of the farm a large log barn
with sheds on three sides, and a dwelling house two stories
high built of hewed logs and a good kitchern, so that the
purchaser if he does not choose to occupy the building on the
road may rent it cut as a Tavern. About 230 acres of the land
are cleared, the balance is well timbered--consisting of black
oak, walnut, poplar and ‘hichkory. The cleared land is in a
good state of cultivation, about 35 acres of it are well sect
with clover, there are about 235 acres of good meadow all of
wnich can be watered from the stream which passes through it.
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(Historical Background, contd.)

Se@ wW1llh a z2o0ocd rence and tne

The wholie .anc Lz =ncic

Tields my 2e sc arrangeg as <o have water in eacn. The

neighbornooa is z 2cod one and entirely healthv. It is

seldom <that so <2esirapie a <tract of .land i1s ir the

mariket. {12:
thomas Welch rcurcnassd tne prepertv 2T tne asuction: however, title
transfer was noT  ciapletec until 1333, arfter Welch's deatnhn.
Jonathan Pougu2 pursnased tne greopertr at auction in 1234 though he
never iived there. Se and nis nelirs rented the property out for
use as a farm. It 13 unclear wnether the property was usec as a

; tavern reilowing its sale by Galbraith. It was operated as a farm,

experiencing very nard :times during the late 1830s and the CTivil
war. Pougue died in L3c62, deeply in debt. In 1887, a lawsuit was
fi1led by the guardizan 2f Pougue’'s children demanding that the

property be solad to helip alleviate the indebtedness of the estate.
Depositions during the case describe the property as in a state of

disrepair. The Kitchen had fallen down. the porticc had been
without a roof for 18 montns, the windows were without glass, and
the woutbuildings were in bad conditicn.{13) The faem had
depreciated in value ever since Pougue hac purcnased it. The farm
was auctioned orf., being purchasec by John Pougue, Jonathan's
brother.

The stagececach continued to pe the primary source of transportation
in tne area foliowing the Civil war. 4 description of the stage
routes was made by William B. Wills. who drove stages for 18 years
beginning in 1571:

The stage ran from Buchanan to Natural Bridge, where
connection was made with trains. The stage line was Known as
the Harmon Line. Roads in those days were no joke, commented
Mr. Wills. ¢©Often, in rainy seasons, a cocach would sink almost
axle deep in mud. The -trip from Buchanan to Natural Bridge

required a day and it reguired another day to travel by stage
from NaturaX Bridge to Lexington. There were no holdups in
those days, he said, although all drivers carried a weapon.
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{Historical Background, contd.)

Usuallx, however. the Zun was kep: in a a“ffl sack with
onler suppiiss. Mr, Wills said he empers as a boy
seelng rreon ore nauled in wagons bouna for B chanan tao ve

loaded in boats adding that many persons were thus kept

busy., (14}
John Pougue =z2iso died in debt, and the property was again sold in
order to aiL v1ate .Lncebtedness. A number of pecople purchasecd tne
Jarm outc wl:hin a vear cor two defaultec on the zoncs. The heirs <!
jonn Pougue remainecd tne legal owners of the property until .3@’

wnen Maud Farsons paid the Pougue neirs off “omn¢=ueLJ-

One of the owners of the property during this time was the Natural
Bridge Forest Companv, which bought the farm on August 30, 18E3.
The Xatural Zridge forest Company also owned Natural Bridge., H. C.

farsons was the president and chief stockholicer o©f the company.

Coionel H. €. Parsons was a very prominent man in Rockbridge County
in the 1880s and 1890s. He was not especiaily popular 1n cthe
county as he nad served in the Union army during the Civil Wwar,
being wounded in the Battle of Gettysburg.  Parsons formed =
company to build the old Richmond-Allegheny Railirocad, later cthe
James River Division of the Chesapeake & Ohic Raiiroad and now CSX,
which ran from Eichmond tc Clifton Forge. He purchased land for
this venture from the failing James River & Kanawna Co. in order to
build the raiircad in the tow- -path of the c¢anal. It was during
this construction period that Parsons became interested in the
Rockbridge area.{(13) He purchased Natural Bridge in 1881, becoming
i1ts tentnh owner.

"No one has ever done so much to improve the property as dia
Colonel Parsons. {16) He made the most significant contribution to
the development of Natural Bridge as a vacation retreat, park and
resort in its npistory, devéloping perhaps the largest privatelr
owned park in the United States at that time.(17) He built roads
and highways through the woods for horse vehicies and bridle paths.
























