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NARRATIVE DESCRlPTlON 

Summary Description and Integrity Statement 

The Glasgow Historic District occupies approximately fifteen acres at the center of Glasgow, a 
small incorporated town located in southern Rockbridge County, Virginia. Blue Ridge Drive 
(Route 684) passes through the center of the district, connecting to Rockbridge Street (Route 
130) just to the south and crossing the tracks of the Norfolk Southern railroad just to the north. 
Other streets that pass through or tangentially to the district include Anderson, Eighth, Fitzlee, 
Gordon, McCulloch, and Ninth streets. 

The district comprises twenty-seven principal buildings (houses, stores, churches, and so forth) 
and miscellaneous outbuildings for a total of forty-seven resources. Domestic buildings--houses-- 
represent the most common resource type, followed by commercial buildings and churches. 
Frame and brick construction are typical. The oldest building in the district is the Peter and 
Rebecca Salling House, a Federal two-story brick residence built about 1820. As many as a 
dozen buildings (nearly half of the total) were built in the early 1890s during the town's 
development boom. These buildings are Victorian in inspiration; two--the Alden House and the 
office at 906 McCulloch Street--have front turrets and other attributes of the Queen Anne. Five 
houses located on the 900 blocks of Anderson and McCulloch streets date to the early and mid- 
1920s. These bungalows and Foursquares have Craftsman detail such as brick porch columns 
and windows with three-over-one or four-over-one sashes. The district's three churches--First 
Baptist Church, the former Glasgow Baptist Church, and St. John's Episcopal Church--are Gothic 
Revival in inspiration, with lancet-arched windows and other characteristic details. 

The district preserves good overall historic and architectural integrity. Blue Ridge Drive, the 
district's central axis, is lined.with prominent buildings such as the Blue Ridge Building and the 
Glasgow Elementary School. Several of these buildings are separated by large vacant lots--prime 
commercial parcels that failed to develop during the town's boom.' Transverse streets such as 
Anderson, Fitzlee, and McCulloch streets developed a typical small-town density of moderately 
scaled commercial and residential buildings, most of which survive. Key individual buildings 
(the Blue Ridge Building, the school, and the churches) preserve good exterior architectural 
integrity, as do--to a somewhat lesser degree--the smaller commercial and domestic buildings. 
Certain buildings dating to the 1890s boom--specifically the James G. Watts Grocery Store 
(representing the ground floor of the three-story Glasgow Masonic Temple), the McClure House, 
and the Charles M. Wood House--have been so altered that they no longer preserve their original 
appearance; however, in each case, the alterations occurred during the period of significance and 
generally reflect functional changes, and the buildings are therefore listed as contributing. A 
number of historic outbuildings and landscape features survive in the district. 
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Architectural Analysis 

Glasgow developed a rich flora of huilding types during its initial period of growth, 1890 to 
1892. The town's heyday coincided with the apex of the Queen Anne style in western Virginia. 
Locally, domestic Queen Anne construction was characterized by complex massing, asymmetrical 
composition, and elaborate detail. Commercial buildings too displayed Queen Anne ornament, 
as in the circa 1890 Blue Ridge Building at 903-905 Blue Ridge Drive in the district. This large 
brick building features original storefronts topped by multi-pane ("Queen Anne") transoms, and 
upper-story windows with a variety of ornamental metal hoods. Also in the dismct, but altered 
beyond recognition, is the 1891-1 892 Glasgow Masonic Temple, designed by Richmond architect 
and accomplished self-publicist Carl Ruehrmund. In its original form the three-story brick 
building was distinguished by a tower-like comer element with a pyramidal roof, a corbeled 
cornice, and large round-arched windows above paneled spandrels.' 

The 1890 boom attracted contractors, engineers, and building tradesmen to Glasgow from far and 
wide. The Rockbridge Company tapped the Newport, Rhode Island civil engineering firm of 
Waring, Chapman & Farquhar to devise the elaborate city plan.' Architect Edgerton Rogers of 
Richmond designed the company's sprawling 200-room hotel (which was located outside the 
dismct), built by the Glasgow Manufacturing Company and Richmond-based masonry contractors 
Stuart & Halberstadt.* The Lynchburg firm of A&ms & Woodson erected the company's office 
on the 700 block of Fitzlee Street, a turreted three-story frame building described as a 
"compound of the Queen Anne, American Exchange, and French Club-house architecture. "' 

Several builders and materials manufacturers established businesses in Glasgow within months 
of the town's founding. In August, 8 .  A. Holt & Son, originally of Richmond, began 
construction on the Anderson Street residence of real estate broker E. D. Junkin and the offices 
of the Glasgow Herald at the comer of the Anderson and Seventh streets (both located outside 
the dis t r i~t) .~ A month earlier, W. D. Bethel's steam-powered brick plant produced 40,000 
ordinary and pressed brick per day, with two additional kilns under construction and a supply 
of 300,000 bricks to be used in building the Rockbridge Company's hotel.' As Bethel & 
Thomas, W. D. Bethel provided masonry for town engineer A. D. Exall's residence on 
Rockbridge Road and for two brick stores on Blue Ridge Road in August, and in January 1891, 
the firm had secured a contract to build twenty houses in Glasgow (most or all of these buildings 
were built outside the district).' In September, H. Jordan of Staunton opened a second brick 
plant near the Rockbridge HoteL9 
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B. A. Holt & Son and Bethel & Thomas were outclassed hy the Glasgow Manufacturing 
Company, headed by Richmonder W. A. Chesterman, "an experienced contractor and wood- 
worker. " In August, the company completed its three-story factory at the comer of Pocahontas 
and Sixth streets (outside the district) and commenced filling orders for the Rockhridge Hotel and 
for a hotel in Clifton Forge. Seventy-five workers operated $10,000 worth of machinery to 
produce flooring, moldings, shutters. window sash, and door panels." 

Painting contractors accentuated the hold forms and richly textured surfaces of the town's Queen 
Anne huilding stock. Upon completion in July, the Rockhridge Company Building was "stained 
a dark tint of red and green toned down, and the trimmings are in lighter shades of yellow."" 
The residence of Dr. Walter A. Plecker, erected by developer Elizabeth Glasgow Johns on 
Fitzlee Street just outside the district, received a dark red finish." Architectural effects were 
further enhanced hy decorative landscaping. 

Buildings were critical components of the promotional engne that drove Glasgow's boom. 
Imposing, substantially constructed, and stylishly appointed ofice blocks such as the Blue Ridge 
Building and the Glasgow Masonic Temple demonstrated to all the financial vigor of the 
development companies, as well or hetter than stock reports and full-page advertisements. Their 
sheer, un-fenestrated side walls implied the future construction of contiguous buildings of equal 
grandeur. Even as the boom faltered in the summer of 1891, construction continued on key 
huildings, probably with greater urgency than hefore. The comer stone of the Glasgow Masonic 
Temple was not laid until June 1891 and the building completed long after the first signs of 
trouble." The sprawling Rockbridge Hotel, the Rockbridge Company's crown jewel, opened 
to great fanfare on September 17, 1892, after more than two years of press hyperbole and 
attendant construction work on a hilltop to the west of the downtown. According to Glasgow's 
historian, Lynda Miller, "with that gala celebration, the hotel made its brilliant how to the 
world," for after the champagne bottles were emptied and the waltzes were done, the doors 
closed for good. The building stood vacant for a number of years before being partially 
dismantled to build houses; one wing survived as rental housing until it too was tom down." 
Grand hotels were the centerpieces of development schemes in westem Virginia at the end of the 
nineteenth century--the importance of the Rockbridge Hotel to the salvation of Glasgow's 
hankrupt boom is seen in the determination to complete the building at all costs. 
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Inventory 

Properties in the inventory are organized alphabetically by street and numerically hy address. 
The heading for each entry lists the historic or common name, the date or approximate date of 
construction. the Virginia Department of Historic Resources file number. and the designation 
"CB" or "NB," for the status of each building as either a "contrihuting huilding" or a 
"noncontributing building" (structures and sites are similarly designated). The hody of the entry 
describes the architectural features of the property--story height, construction material, style or 
form, exterior finish, interior features when examined and so fortband provides pertinent 
historical data. The entry describes outbuildings and other secondary features that are then listed 
individually, giving their contributing status. Dates are derived from architectural evidence, 
primary and secondary sources, and oral tradition. (Sanborn maps do not exist for Glasgow.) 

11. 71X Anderson St. Glasgow Knights of Pythias Lodge. Ca. 1890 223-03-1. CB a 
Two-story frame building with weatherboard siding and a shallow-pitched metal-sheathed hip 
roof. Other exterior features include a poured-concrete foundation, a brick flue, two-over-two- 
sash windows, and two front entries--one for each floor. The first-floor interior has beaded 
tongue-and-groove walls and ceilings. 

Architectural features suggest the building was built during the 1890s or early 1900s, and it is 
possible that it was known originally as the Priddy & Layne Building, which contained the W. 
E. Bain Hardware Store in 1890. In addition to serving as a Knights of Pythias Lodge, the 
building once contained a Moose lodge and it may have provided assembly space for local 
Masons. The building is presently vacant and in poor condition. 

2. 72X Anderson St. Icehouse. Ca. 1890. 223-03-2 CB. 0 
One-story frame building with novelty weatherboard siding and two metal-sheathed side-gable 
roofs reflecting the building's two-part form. Other exterior features include a poured-concrete 
foundation, a brick flue, two-over-two-sash windows, and a front porch supported by square 
wood posts sheltering a two-leaf door with glass panels. A modem garage stands off the east 
gable end of the icehouse (excluded from the district). 
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Architectural features suggest the huilding was huilt during the 1890s or early 1900s. It was 
used in the 1930s as an icehouse by the Mitchell family, whose dwelling stands next door at 725 
Anderson Street in the district, and it may have been built as a commercial ice plant. 

1 3 .  724 Anderson St. House. Ca. 1970. 223-03-3. NB. 0 
One-story frame house with aluminum siding, an asphalt-shingled side-gahle roof, and a poured- 
concrete foundation. Outbuildings include a modem one-story frame two-vehicle garage and an 
older concrete-hlock two-vehicle garage. 

Garage (frame). NB. 
Garage (concrete-block). CB. 

A. 725 Anderson St. Mitchell House. Ca. 1890. 223-03-4. CB. .a 
Two-story frame house with novelty weatherhoard siding, a shed roof, and Victorian detail. The 
front parapet features sawn brackets that divide diagonal tongue-and-groove panels. A one-story 
porch supported hy square wood posts with simple sawn hrackets extends across the front. Other 
features include a concrete-block flue, vinyl siding on the sides and rear, a modern rear deck, 
and two-over-two-sash windows. 

Architectural features suggest the huilding was huilt during Glasgow's early-1890s boom, and 
tax records may indicate that the building (or the adjoining ice house) belonged to the real estate 
firm and stock hrokerage of McClure, Shanks & Robinson in 1891. The Mitchell family 
occupied the huilding during the 1930s; later the Goff family lived there. Two front entries (one 
with its original four-panel door) suggest the house may have been built as a duplex. 

4 
1 5 .  73# Anderson St. Lee R and Mary Woolridge House. Ca. 1890. CB 

Two-story frame house with aluminum siding and an asphalt-shingled front-gable roof. The 
house has a reworked one-story porch that is inset at the east comer. Other exterior features 
include brick tlues, a front entry with a two-light transom, two-over-two- and six-over-six-sash 
windows, and a modem car port. Behind stands a one-story frame garage andlor camage house 
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dating to the early twentieth century. 

Architectural features suggest the house was built during the 1890s or early 1900s. Mary and 
Lee Woolridge occupied the house during the 1930s; in the 1910s. L. R. Woolridge was 
Glasgow's blacksmith. 

Garage. CB. 

3 ' 6. 73/~nderson St. Henry and Alice Fitz House. Ca. 1890. 

Two-story frame house with weatherboard siding, a metal-sheathed side-gable roof, and simple 
Victorian detail. The one-story front porch, which is supported by square wood posts with sawn 
brackets, shelters an entry with a two-light transom. Extending to the rear is a story-and-a-half 
ell with a six-over-six-sash window on the west elevation and two gabled wall dormers on the 
east elevation. Other features include brick flues, two-over-two-sash windows, and early and 
modem shed-roofed one-story rear additions. 

Henry Fitz and his wife Alice lived here during the early twentieth century. 

1 7. 905 Anderson St. Alden House. 1890. 23-03-7. CB. 0 
Queen Anne two-story house of frame construction with asbestos-shingle siding and a complex 
asphalt-shingled gable roof. The house is distinguished by a three-story square-plan turret, a 
feature characteristic of the larger houses built during the initial year of Glasgow's development 
in 1890. Other exterior features include a wraparound one-story porch supported by turned 
posts, a small rear porch, two one-stow bay windows. brick flues. and two-over-two-sash 
windows. Behind stands a one-story hip-roofkd frame garage that pr~hably dates to the 1920s 
or 1930s. 

Known as the Alden House after an early owner, the house was later owned by the Glenn family 
and in the 1930s by Purdy Johnson. Johnson managed the commissary at the Locher Brick 
Company. 

Garage. CB. 
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/8. 913 Anderson St. Hugh and Rachel Thomas House. Ca. 1920 223-03-8 CB. 0 
Two-story hrick and frame Craftsman Foursquare with wood-shingle siding on the second story, 
and an asphalt-shingled hip roof with a hipped front dormer sided with wood shingles. The one- 
story front porch, which shares a poured-concrete foundation with the house, is supported by 
hrick pillars with pierced shatt.. linked by a pierced brick balustrade (identical to the porch of 
the Gound House at 920 McCulloch Street in the district). Both porch and house have cornices 
supported by outriggers. Across the rear extends a two-story porch with an open first level 
supported by square wood columns and a sleeping porch on the second level with wood-shingle 
siding and multiple windows. Other exterior features include a brick chimney and a brick flue, 
segmental-arched door and window openings on the first story, a one-story hay window on the 
west elevation, four-over-one-sash windows, and a basement. 

C&O agent Hugh Franklin Thomas and his first wife Rachel McCutcheon apparently had the 
house built about 1920. 

/9.  919 Anderson St. N. C. M. and Agnes Massie House. 1924. 23-03-9 CB 4L--J 
Story-and-a-half limestone Crattsman bungalow with a low-pitched asphalt-shingled side-gable 
roof. The roof--which features a front shed dormer, gable brackets, and exposed rafter tails-- 
engages a h n t  porch supported by stone pillars. A gabled wing extends to the rear. Other 
exterior features include stone chimneys, front picture windows (early or original), and four- 
over-one-sash windows. A contemporaneous one-story stone garage stands behind. Between the 
front yard and the street extends a stone wall with terminal pillars. 

Nathaniel Clayton Manson Massie, an employee of Lone Jack Limestone, completed the house 
for himself and his wife Agnes Minnigerde in September 1924. 

Garage. CB. 
Wall. C Structure. 

/ 10. 929 Anderson St. Charles H. and Dorothy Locher House. Ca. 1925. 223-03-1 CB. .a 
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One-story hrick house with an asphalt-shingled hip roof and rowlock walls. With it? hipped 
dormers and small multi-pane windows flanking an exterior chimney, the house is Crattsman in 
inspiration. Other exterior features include a poured-concrete foundation. a hrick flue, front 
picture windows (original), six-over-six-sash windows, and an attached car port. A 
contemporaneous one-story hrick garage stands hehind. 

Charles Hunter Locher, owner of the Locher Clay Products Company, and his wife, Dorothy 
Howell, hased their house on a design from Brick: How to Build and E.~rimure (1923, published 
by the Common Brick Manufacturers' Association of America. The rowlock construction of the 
Locher House was promoted by the Association as "Ideal wall" construction, which was claimed 
to have "the great advantage of a considerable saving in both materials and labor, combining the 
advantages of the solid hrick and hollow unit types of wall at a lower cost than either." 

Garage. CB. 

-4 1 .  903-905 Blue Ridge Dr. Blue Ridge Building. Ca. 1890. 23-03-1 1 .  CB a 
Imposing three-story hrick building with commercial Queen Anne detail. The parapet shed- 
roofed huilding is comprised of two three-bay units linked by a central two-bay circulation shaft. 
The sheet level features the original store fronts with plate-glass display windows, one (of an 
original two) inset entries, Queen Anne transoms, and a central entry with tall, multi-panel, 
douhle-leaf doors. The pressed-hrick stretcher-bond elevation above has central paired windows 
yoked together by peaked metal lintels and formerly glazed with stained-glass Queen Anne sash, 
and flanking segmental-arched one-over-one-sash windows with ornate metal hoods. Running 
at the top of the h n t  elevation is a hrick and metal cornice; a metal cornice also runs above the 
store fronts. The side elevations are un-fenestrated (optimistically intended as party walls); the 
south elevation has painted signage that reads "BLUE RIDGE TEA ROOM." The staggered rear 
elevation has unadorned segmental-arched door and window openings, two-over-two- and four- 
over-four-sash windows, and a one-story wing. On the interior, the store spaces have plastered 
walls and beaded tongue-and-groove ceilings, and the center unit features a stair with comdors 
on either side. Connected to the south elevation is a one-story, hrick-faced, concrete-block 
commercial wing dating to the third quarter of the twentieth century. 

The Blue Ridge Building was huilt in late 1890 andlor early 1891 by the Blue Ridge Realty 
Company, whose officers evidently included B. B. Bouldin and D. Q. Eggleston. Valued at 
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$7,500 in 1891. the huilding was the largest and most expensive in Glasgow until it was 
outclassed by the Masonic Temple (the James G. Watts Grocery Store at 900 McCulloch Street 
in the district). Early occupants included the post office, the Commercial Bank, and, in 1937, 
the Blue Ridge Tea Room. The tea room was one of a succession of cafes to occupy the first 
floor. The second story served as apartments for teachers at the Glasgow Elementary School, 
located across Blue Ridge Drive. In 1934, the Blue Ridge Company (also known as James Lees 
& Sons) operated a training center for carpet weavers in the building while its plant was under 
construction on the east side of town. Now used partly for storage, the huilding suffers 
deterioration that threatens its structural stability. 

/12. 1002 Blue Ridge Dr. St. John's Episcopal Church. Ca. 1900 23-03-12, B. 0 
Gothic Revival one-story church of brick construction with a nave-form sanctuary and several 
additions. The front elevation is distinguished by a comer entry tower with a lancet-arched door 
and transom, trebled lancet windows, and a pyramidal roof with flared eaves and a metal cross 
finial. The church proper bas a large lancet-arched stained-glass window incorporating a rose 
window, and a parapet gable with a cross finial. The front-gable roof is sheathed with slate 
shingles, as are the roofs of the tower and additions. To the rear is a projecting chancel 
(apparently built in 1956) with a boiler room extension. On the north side of the original 
building is a Parish House (a reused building reassembled at the site in 1932) connected to the 
church by a 1956 hyphen. The Parish House--which repeats in form and detail the original 
building--is a frame building that was later given a brick veneer. The 1956 hyphen is fronted 
by a brick Gothic porch. The sanctuary interior features plastered walls, a ceiling with three 
faces sheathed in stained tongue-and-groove boards, milled Victorian door surrounds, and 
decorative wood pews and altar hmiture. The Parish House has a beaded tongue-and-groove 
wainscot and celotex walls and ceiling. The hyphen contains restrooms and two classrooms. 
The church lot is bordered by a decorative wrought iron fence and is adjoined on the north side 
by the 1992 Glasgow Bicentennial Park. 

St. John's Church, Latimer Parish, was established in 1886. Church members first met in a 
frame chapel on the Robert Echols farm near Glasgow. According to a church history, "the 
present brick huilding was erected between 1895 and 1900, of brick salvaged from an abandoned 
factory of the 'Boom Days,'" and consecrated in 1903. In 1932, the congregation of Trinity 
Chapel in Natural Bridge Station was absorbed by St. John's, and its building was resurrected 
as the St. John's Parish House. The 1956 hyphen and chancel were designed by William Paxton 
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of Salem and huilt hy the Rockhridge Supply Company 

Fence. C Structure 
Park. N Site. 

/13. 1015 Blue Ridge Dr. Glasgow Post Office and Lihrary. Ca. 1940 23-03-13. ,B. c7p. 
One-story hrick huilding raised in two phases. The huilding is constructed of salmon-colored 
hrick laid in a stretcher hond and has a shed roof concealed hehind a parapet with a corbeled 
cornice. The staggered front elevation features transomed picture windows with corbeled ledges 
over the window lintels. Other exterior features include a simple Colonial Revival entry 
surround, side and rear stoops, a rear boiler tlue, and six-over-six-sash windows. 

The north section of the huilding contained the Glasgow Post Office in the 1950s. The south 
section formerly housed a Masonic lodge. 

' 14. 1 100 Blue Ridge Dr. Bank of Glasgow. Ca. 1930. 223-03-23. CB. 0 
One-story hrick huilding with stretcher-hond walls and a metal-sheathed parapet shed roof. The 
huilding is plainly detailed, with a three-bay front elevation defined by hrick piers, soldier-course 
window and door surrounds, a ~oldier-course hand above the poured-concrete foundation, and 
corbeled cornices. Other exterior features include one-over-one-sash windows, a transom over 
the front entry, and a concrete-hlock boiler room to the rear. The remodeled interior retains a 
vault manufactured hy the York Safe & Lock Company of Baltimore and York, on the door of 
which are posted construction drawings and the notation "Designed for B. E. Vaughan by B. D. 
Mays, August 1921 ." 

Established hy the late 1910s, the Bank of Glasgow operated at first out of a one-story frame 
huilding that stood several lots to the east. The present huilding was probably huilt during the 
1920s or 1930s (the 1921 vault was probahly moved to the building from the old quarters). 
James Gilmore "James Budd" Watts of the Baldwin-Echols Store sewed as the hank's president 
in the 1930s. Julie McCorkle Shirley served as the cashier and bank manager during the same 
period. Today the huilding is used as the Glasgow Town Hall. 










































