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1. Name of Property
historic name Mannheim (VDHR _082-0005)
other names/site number _ Manheim, Ko! n House, Kau 1 House, Co

W
2. Location

— — — ———— —_——_———— . —__———1

street & number 4713 Wengers Mill Road not for publication
city or town Linville vicinity

state Virginia code VA county Rockingham  code 165

zip code 22834

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this _X__ nomination __
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X
meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally __
“statewide—X—lagally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

\ . ) o
Signature of cenifying official = te

Vitoilin Deesetiel1 or Hetotic 2eomilors,

State or Federal Agency or Tribal government

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. { ___ See continuation sheet for additional
comments. )

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification

e =
[, hereby certify that this property is:
___ entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
___ determined eligible for the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
___determined not eligible for the National Register
__ removed from the National Register

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

___other (explain):

5. Classification
— ]
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply):
' _X_ private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box):
X building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property:
Contributing Noncontributing

_5 _2_ buildings
- ___ sites
1 ____Structures
R __ objects
6 2 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register a

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter ""N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions):
Cat: _ DOMESTIC

AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE

Sub: i elli

Agricul icultural Outbuildin

Current Functions (Enter catsgories from instructions):
Cat: _ DOMESTIC

AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE

Sub: ___ Single Dwelling

Agriculture/ Apricultural Outbuildings

p—— - e ————
7. Description

b—- .
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions): _

Colonial: Germanic

Mid-19" Century: Greek Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions):

foundation: STONE: Limestone
roof: METAL

walls: STONE; Limestone
other:

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance
W

Appiicable National Register Criteria (Mark X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X

X

A
B
C

D

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. -

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

mmgaw

)]

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years,

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

ETHNIC HERITAGE: EUROPEAN

Period of Significance

ca. 1788-ca. 1880

Significant Dates
ca. 1788, ca. 1830, ca. 1855, ca 1880

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

W

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a Nationa} Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository: Rockingham County Historical Society

Pl b 1

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property:____ Approximately 90 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet):

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1) 17 687493 4268840 3) 17 687355 4268037

2) 17 687853 - 4268428 4) 17 686680 4268274
X See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
namettitle Jennifer Bunting Hallock

organization EHT Traceries, Inc, date_ _ August 2003
street & number_1121 5™ Street NW telephone 202-393-1199

city or town Washington state ___D.C. zip code_20001
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Additional Documentation

Submit the foliowing items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPQ.)

name Carl and Agnes Weaver

street & number_4713 Wengers Mill Road telephone  540-§33-1461
city or town, Linville state VA zip code_22834

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places'to neminate properti@s for.listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 1o this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance WI'th the ‘Iﬂauonal.l-llslmlc )
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and & person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it
displays a valid OMB control number. _ ‘

Estimated Burder Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated o average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments tegarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to Keeper, National Register of Historic
Places, 1849 “C” Street NW, Washingten, DC 20240,
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Mannheim, located at 4713 Wengers Mill Road in Linville, Virginia, was constructed circa 1788 by German
settlers in the Shenandoah Valley. Also historically known as the Kauffman, Koffimann, or Coffman House,
representing the original family owners, the stone dwelling stands as an example of the Colonial style, one of
the first domestic forms employed in Rockingham County. Three bays in width, the coursed-limestone
dwelling stands two-and-a-half stories in height, banked into the rolling hillside. Capped by a steeply-pitched
side-gabled standing-seam metal roof with overhanging eaves, a boxed wood cornice with returns, and quarter-
round bed molding, the dwelling, which faces southeast, features a balanced non-symmetrical fenestration
pattern on the fagade with elongated openings that are more ornately finished on the first story. The off-center
entry is surrounded by a wide wooden architrave, a four-light transom, and splayed stone lintels. The flanking
window openings hold nine-over-six double-hung, wood sash with molded surrounds, wood sills, and jackarch
stone lintels. The second-story openings, set just beneath the comnice line, hold six-over-six double-hung,
wood-sash windows with molded surrounds and wood sills. Presenting an almost square form, the interior plan
of Mannheim is also representative of rare early German building traditions, known as the flurkuchenhaus and
kreuzehaus plans. Indicative of these unequal three-to-four-room plans, the building features a large interior
stone chimney that rises slightly off-center from the roofline. A two-story wood-frame ell with double porches
was added to the rear of the dwelling in 1855 as was a, now removed, five-bay wide hip-roofed porch on the
fagade, which was supported by turned posts. The dwelling was restored between 1997 and 2003.

Once located on a 360-acre rural tract, Mannheim currently consists of ninety acres of farmland. The property,
which features rolling hills and pastures, was originally settled due to its proximity to the nearby Linville Creek.
Flanking the road, the domestic and agricultural buildings, consisting of two brick slave quarters, a log
smokehouse, an office, a chicken shed, stone ruins of a springhouse, and a non-historic garage, are clustered
around the main dwelling, which faces southeast. Landscaping, wood fences, and a grassy yard with mature
and immature trees and shrubs further accent the bucolic rural landscape.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Featuring 2 non-symmetrical primary fagade, Mannheim is representative of transitional Colonial-period and
Georgian-style architectural ideals. Although an unequal interior plan is evident based on the fenestration
pattern and slightly off-center central-interior chimney, the fagade strives to create a sense of balance with the
off-center single-leaf door balancing the two flanking windows. Similarly, the placements of the openings on
the first story mimror those on the second story. Three bays in width, the twenty-four by thirty-two foot
dwelling features a single-leaf raised six-panel door with four-light transom, a molded wood architrave, a
splayed stone lintel, and conjecturally restored wood stairs. The first floor is further pierced with two nine-
over-six wood windows detailed with molded wood surrounds, square-edged wood sills, and splayed stone
lintels. The second story features three six-over-six double-hung wood windows set just beneath the quarter-



NPS Form 15-900-a
(8-86) . OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _7 Page__ 2 Mannheim , Rockingham County, Virginia
e e e ————————

round bed molding of the boxed wood comice. Each window is detailed with molded wood surrounds and
square-edged wood sills. The basement level is marked by a single wood-frame vent with square-edged slats,
located on the south side of the fagade.

Facing Wengers Mill Road, the northeast elevation consists of the main block and a two-story wood-frame ell.
Less overtly concerned with symmetry on the side elevations, the dwelling features two off-center nine-over-six
double-hung wood windows on the first story. Detailed similarly to those on the fagade, each features a molded
wood surround, square-edged wood sills, and stone jackarch lintels, A third window, marking an interior stair,
features a small two-over-two wood window with identical surrounds. ~Although much smaller in scale, this
window is spaced similarly to the other first-story windows, again recalling Georgian ideals of balance.
Originzally, the central window was a single-leaf door. The second floor is pierced with one centrally placed
six-over-six double-hung sash wood window with molded wood surround, square-edged wood sill, and a
splayed stone lintel. Illuminating the attic story is a small four-over-four double-hung wood window with
molded wood surround and square-edged wood sill, which is centrally placed in the gable peak. A molded
wood cornice with square-edged returns further defines the gable end. Extending five bays to the northwest, the
two-story circa 1855 wood-frame ell features a gabled standing-seam metal roof, a central-interior brick
chimney, and enclosed sun porches, and an inset entry vestibule. Set on a coursed ashlar limestone foundation,
the ell features aluminum siding, overhanging eaves, and a boxed aluminum cornice. Renovated circa 1997, the
ell reflects a configuration pattern dating to a circa 1943 restoration. Historic photographs from the 1930s
reveal that the ell originally featured a two-story porch with turned post supports and a second-story balustrade
that formed an L shape along the rear elevation of the main block and the northeast elevation of the ell. Now
slightly reconfigured and enclosed, the enclosed sun porch extends only along the northeast elevation of the ell.
A full-width one-story shed addition extends one-bay north from the ell. The first story is pierced with four sets
of tripartite windows, each featuring elongated wood casement lights with fixed transoms. Paneled spandrels
and Tuscan pilasters further define each bay. An inset entry porch is located in the northwestern-most bay. A
single-leaf plate-glass door with one-light fixed sidelights and a three-light transom accesses the interior. An
original wood-frame enclosure with weatherboard cladding and a four-light casement window forms the
southwest wall of the inset porch. The second story, which was originally an open porch, is also divided into
five distinct bays. Four of the bays are enclosed as part of the sun porch, each defined with tripartite one-light
wood casement windows. Tuscan pilasters further separate each bay. Similar to the first story, the
northwesternnost bay is enclosed, although not originally. Clad in weatherboard siding, the enclosed bay is
pierced with a single six-over-six wood window.

The northwest elevation of Mannheim is composed entirely of the wood-frame ell, an enclosed two-story porch,
and a shed one-story porch addition. Windows centrally placed beneath the gable peak mark the first, second,
and attic stories. A double-hung nine-over-six wood window with square-edged wood surround and sill pierces
the first story, while the other two openings feature six-over-six wood windows with identical detailing. The
basement is accessed via a single-leaf vertical board door cut into the limestone foundation. Centrally placed on
the elevation, the inset door features a square-edged wood surround and a flush soffit. Open on the northwest
elevation, the wood-frame porch addition is one bay in width and features a Tuscan wood support post at the
north corner. _
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Forming a flush wall piane, the southwest elevation consists of both the main block and ell. Measuring two
bays in width, the limestone main block features a symmetrical fenestration pattern. Double-hung nine-over-
six wood sash windows pierce the first story, while similarly arranged six-over-six windows mark the second
story. Each is detailed with molded wood surrounds, square-edged wood sills, and splayed limestone lintels. A
centrally located four-over-four wood window with a molded wood surround and a square-edged sill defines the
gable peak. A central vertical-board door flanked by wood-framed vents perforates the raised basement level.
A molded wood cornice with inset square-edged returns crowns the main block. The wood-frame ell, clad in
aluminum siding, extends three bays to the northwest on the southwest elevation. Symmetrically fenestrated,
the ell features three widely spaced openings on each of the two stories. Two nine-over-six wood windows with
thin molded wood surrounds and square-edged sills pierce the central and eastern bays, while the single-leaf
wood door with molded wood surround occupies the westernmost bay. Mirroring the placement of the
openings on the first story, the second story features three six-over-six wood windows with similar surrounds
and sills. The raised limestone foundation features one-light basement-level windows with square-edged wood
surrounds. A modemn wood-frame double-return stair with deck landing accesses the single entry on the
elevation.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The irregular plan presented at Mannheim recalls the traditional Virginia hall-parlor plan of the colonial period,
with a clear delineation of public and private space defined by a separated stair hall. However, the plan is based
on Germanic cultural building traditions rather than a modification of Anglo-American architecture. The main
block features a four-room plan with an off-center entrance hall, a formal parlor, a kitchen with a large cooking
fireplace, and a rear hall with a partially enclosed stair. Germanic plans, known as flurkuchenhaus and
kreuzehaus plans, are typical of early permanent setflement housing in Pennsylvania and the Shenandozh Vailey
of Virginia by German immigrants. Mannheim represents the amalgamation of both the traditional
flurkuchenhaus and kreuzehaus interior plans, with an early example of the widespread influence of Georgian
symmetry, as represented on the non-symmetrical but balanced exterior. It appears based on architectural
evidence that the parlor, or stube, was updated in the early-to-mid-19™ century with a carved mantel, paneled
doors, and some moldings. Additionally, a fashionable Franklin stove was added to the fireplace, probably
replacing an original iron-stove plate. The original block at Mannheim was substantially enlarged circa 1855
with the addition of a two-story wood-frame ell detailed in the Greek Revival style. It appears that much of the
main block received updated moldings and other fashionable alterations during this period. Circa 1943, another
renovation occurred, which included the replacement of the original windows, the addition of bathrooms, the
installation of electricity, and the enclosure of the ell porch. Although much of the original plan and detailing is
intact, these renovations and a circa 1997 restoration have obscured some original architectural features.

The primary entrance to Mannheim, located on the southeast elevation of the main block, opens to a small stair
hall occupying the north corner of the dwelling. Accessible to both the formal parlor to the southwest and the
more informal kitchen space to the northwest via single-leaf wood doors, the stair hall includes an enclosed
quarter-flight winder stair. The hall exhibits an original partial molded picture rail, vertical-board and plaster
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walls, and random-width pine floorboards. This public space displays molded window surrounds with fourteen-
inch inset surrounds, paneled wood doors, a molded chair rail, and six-and-half-to-seven-inch pine floorboards.
The four-light transom over the primary entry lights the space. The enclosed winder stair, accessed by two
exterior steps, features a five-inch surround with an ovolo-molded backband and interior bead. Lit by a small
two-over-two wood window on the northeast elevation, the enclosed stair features plaster walls, a wooden
baseboard with beaded cap, a square-edged chair rail with projecting cap, steep risers, and rounded-edge treads.
The stair accesses the second-story sleeping quarters.

Typical of the Germanic pian, the private entrance hall opens onto a less-formal kitchen, known as the kuche in
German tradition. At Mannheim, the kuche is located to the northwest of the entry hall and is accessed via a
two-panel and nine-light single-leaf wood door with its original glass intact. The narrow, semi-public space is
dominated by a large, off-center, stone fireplace with an eighty-inch opening located on the southwest wall. An
eighteen-inch-thick square-edged lug lintel spans the fireplace. Revealed during the 1997 restoration, the
projecting fireplace, originally used for cooking, has been faithfully restored. The feature, typical of the
Germanic plan, was probably plastered over when the ell, which included a modern kitchen, was added in the
mid-19" century. The northeast wall of the room features large inset nine-over-six wood windows with molded
surrounds and flush soffits. Originally a secondary exterior entry accessed the kuche, directly from the
northeast elevation, occupying the easternmost window opening. The northeast wall is further accented with
built-in bookshelves and paneled cupboards. The entrance stair hall features an exposed carriage, which is
visible in the east comner of this room. A small cupboard with a two-paneled wood door is tucked beneath the
stair on the southeast wall. The southeast wall also features original twelve-to-fourteen-inch vertical-board
sheathing and a molded chair rail. The room also provides access to the basement through a vertical-board door
on the southwest wall. Similarly, the room includes direct access to the rear hall, or kammer, via a single-leaf
paneled wood door located between the basement entry and massive fireplace. A single-leaf door, cut into the
twenty-inch-thick rear stone wall, accesses the rear sun porch. Other detailing in the room includes some
original hardware, molded window surrounds with fourteen-inch insets, plaster walls, paneled doors, & molded
chair rail and six-and-a-half-to-seven-inch pine floors. The exposed beams are detailed with beaded edges,
revealing that they were originally exposed.

The formal parlor, or stube, is located in the south corner of the dwelling, accessed through both the front and
rear stair halls. A pair of large nine-over-six wood windows lights the southeast wall, while a single similarly
designed window pierces the southwest wall. Each window is inset fourteen inches and features molded
surrounds with an ovolo backband and interior bead, a flush soffit, and a molded sill with projecting cap that
forms a decorative four-and-a-half-inch chair rail. Two three-inch wooden rails with beaded edges spans the
space between the pair of windows on the southeast wall. Flush on the northeast wall is a fireplace with carved
wood mantel standing sixty-nine inches in height. Neoclassical in style, the highly decorative mantel features a
molded shelf, decorative panels with coved insets, and engaged column supports. The mantel, an original
Franklin stove, paneled doors, and some moldings were probably added to the parlor during an earty-to-mid 19"
century renovation. Carpenter locks of a circa 1800-1810 vintage are also present. In 1855, with the addition of
the ell, the dwelling was further updated and some trim in the parlor may have been changed at that time. Other
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detailing in the room includes six-to-seven-inch pine floorboards, eight-inch baseboards with a beaded cap, and
horsehair-and-lath plaster walls. The ceiling is also plastered.

The west corner of the main block features a small rear stair hall, or kammer, which according to German
tradition was also sometimes used as a first-floor bedroom. The small space features an enciosed quarter-
winder stair and access to the formal parlor, the kitchen/hall, and the rear ell. A small bathroom was added on
the southwest wall circa 1943, obscuring the only window. The space, which has been the most altered of the
main block rooms, may have been originally configured slightly differently. Other detailing matches that found
throughout the first floor, including plaster walls, pine floorboards, paneled wood doors, a molded chair rail,
and molded baseboards. The ceiling is plastered. Ghostlines on the floorboards suggest that the stair may have
originally been configured differently.

The second-floor detailing is similar to the main level and may also have originally mirrored the first floor.
However, alterations have occurred over time that have obscured the original architectural fabric, making such
an assessment extremely difficult to discern. Accessed by the enclosed winder stair in the primary entrance
hall, a second-story bedroom features plaster walls, exposed ceiling beams with a decorative beaded edge,
molded surrounds, decorative door graining, paneled doors, picture moldings, and pine floors. A six-over-six
window pierces both the northeast and southeast walls. According to German building tradition, this north
bedchamber was often not accessibie to the remainder of the second floor, revealing the need for the secondary,
or rear, stair. Now removed, a partition wall, similar to that on the first floor, once divided the space on the
southeast end. It is unclear whether this wall was original at Mannheim. However, the wall kept the attic access
separate from the more public-oriented quarters. Additionally, the room featured a window on the northwest
wall, which has been closed. Access to the rear hall has been achieved with the addition of 2 single-leaf paneled
door on the southwest wall.

The rear hall mimics the first-floor kammer space. Plaster walls, a molded baseboard, and pine floorboards
detail the small rectangular space. Beaded-edge ceiling beams are exposed as originally intended, but plaster
and lath ghostmarks reveal that the ceiling was once plastered. One of the most striking features of the hall is
the partially open quarter-flight winder stair. Although the fabric is obscured, it is clear that the stair was
originally enclosed. Ghostmarks in the floorboards, and a partial picture rail with a beaded edge confirm this
theory. Additionally, the first floor of the stair is enclosed. Although the room opens onto a second
bedchamber to the southeast, access has been opened to the north sleeping quarters and to the rear ell. A small
bathroom was added on the southwest end of the space, obscuring the only window. The modem space features
a ceramic tile floor, a six-over-six wood window, molded surrounds, a four-paneled wood door, and an exposed
stone wall on the southwest side.

The primary bedroom, mirroring the spatial conﬁguratlon of the first-floor formal parlor, occupies the space in
the south comer of the second floor. Detailing matches that found throughout much of the main block,
including plaster walls, pine floorboards, paneled wood doors, a molded chair rail, and molded baseboards.
Two six-over-six wood windows illuminate the room on the southeast wall, while a single six-over-six window
pierces the southwest wall. Each window is inset fourteen inches and features molded surrounds with an ovolo




























































