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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sites House, a Continental-form farmhouse near Broadway is set near the base of a
long ridge parallel to Linville Creek in the northern section of Rockingham County. The
Fwo~story dwelling is built of limestone coursed on the front with corner quoins but laid
in rubble fashion on the ends. It is sited so that the hill's slope falls diagonally from
the south to the north corner, leaving the main entrance almost a full-story above grade
and allowing for a basement entrance at grade near the north front corner. The pfeSEnt
front porch which was constructed in the late 19th century, replaced an earlier, probably
original, full-length porch. The window frames and many of the 6/6 sash are original, but
the entry has a Greek Revival front door with four applied-mold panels on the exterior and
full sheathing with long strap hinges on the interior. The remnants of a 19th-century
Plaster rendering cling to the northeast gable end. The roof structure is original, but the
eaves were deepened late in the 19th century. A characteristicallysmall central limestone
chimney surmounts the whole. -In the late 19th century, an undistinguished three-bay frame
wing with a two-story gallery was attachedto the rear.

The plan of the house is a relatively simple one, but it has been confused by the
insertion of later partitions. The basement is one room, located under the kuche or kitchen.
The first floor was originally divided into two large rooms, the kuche at the north and a
stube or stibli--a parlor--at the south. Each had a fireplace served by the central chimney,
and the stairs rose in the space in front of the chimney. Very early in the house's history,
a kammer or chamber was set off from the stube by a board partition which bisected the
fireplace. Still later, a small rear room was set off from the kuche. The second-floor
plan was the same as the first, but the stube chamber was, in the 20th-century, divided by
board partitions into several smaller rooms in the course of the house's use as a nursing
home. Despite these alterations, all of the original work remains intact.

The decoration of the Sites House is very handsome and in an excellent state of pre-
servation. The kuche has large six-panel, raised-panel doors hung on long strap hinges,
raised panels over the doors, and a pedestal chair rail encircling the room. The fireplace,
which has been reduced in size, is trimmed with a plain architrave frame with a heavily
molded shelf. The summer beam is exposed, but the joists, which like the summer have cyma
moldings along their leading edges, are concealed by a later plaster ceiling. A fipne six-
panel door with diagonal interior sheathing survives on the rear.

The stube has a chair rail like that in the former room, and its joists and summer are
decorated in the same manner. The fireplace, which retains its original segmental-headed
opening, has a plain architrave surround surmounted by a frieze with two rectangular raised
panels and a heavily molded unsupported shelf. The dividing wall is made of vertical beaded
boards, the traditional partitioning material in Germanic houses, This wall is decorated
with a raised panel over the six-panel, raised-panel door and with pedestal chair rails
similar to but not exactly like the original chair railing. The second floor is decorated
in a similar manner to the first, but there is no fireplace in the stube chamber, and the
kuche chamber fireplace now has a plain Greek Revival mantel. :

The roof structure of the Sites House is unusual. It is a variation of a principal-

rafter-with-butt-purlin roof, but rather than having principal rafters at the ends to
support the termini of the purlins, the latter are set into sockets in the stone gables.

The purlins are also notable for being treated with cyma moldings like the joists and

summer beams below.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Situated on a ridge paralleling Linville Creek near Broadway in Rockingham County in
an area heavily settled by Swiss and German settlers in the 18th century, the Sites House
is an unusually elaborate, exceptionally well-preserved specimen of the large central-
chimney farmhouses brought to Virginia by settlers of central European origins. Once
common in the Valley of Virginia, only a handful of these houses now remains.

The house stands on land which by 1789 belonged to Johann (John) Sites and which was
inherited by his son Christian Sites in 1798. The traditional construction date of 1801
for the house seems likely. The house thus stands as a very late example of a house type
which apparently ceased to be built in Virginia by around 1820, It is of further interest
that the baslc two-room plan was altered early in the house's existence to the more common
three-room model and still later to a four-room arrangement found occasiomally in such
large German houses as Fort Egypt in Page County.

After the death of Christian Sites, "a lunatic in Rockingham County" in 1828, two of
his eight children, John and George, inherited "The 01d Place." In 1839 by agreement with
his coheirs, George Sites became sole owner of the property. He sold it to William Sites
in 1869, and the latter conveyed the property to David B. Kline in 1870. During the period
of Sites ownership, the property size and building valuation--about $500--remained stable,
except for the addition of barns in 1838 and 1852. One of these may have been the recently
demolished barn southwest of the house, but since most of the large barns in the area were
destroyed during the Civil War, it seems more likely that the latter was a late 19th-century
structure erected by the Klines, who were also responsible for adding the frame ell.

The Sites House remained Kline property for 106 years. It served last as a nursing home
but has been vacant since 1961. In 1976 it was purchased by Carl G, and Nancy N. Hoover, who

plan to renovate it.
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7. DESCRIPTION

No early outbuildings survive with the house, but there is a small frame shed set
just off the southern corner of the building.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFTCATION:

The register bounds have been drawn to include the present fenced-in yard and the
sites of the now-demolished first and second springhouses in the front yard, as well as
the site of a demolished bank barn of indeterminate date which stood southwest of the

house.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Wayland, John W. A History of Rockingham County, Virginia, Dayton, Va., 1972.
" " w, virginia Valley Records. Strasburg, Va., 1930.

Weiss, Richard. Hauser und Landschaften der Schweiz. 2d ed. Erlenbach-Zurich, 1973.
Zippelius, Adelhart. Das Bauernhaus an Untern Deutschen Niederhein. Wuppertal, 1957,




T e s IR e AT A A £ S U A G S : !
. O ! 4

“éa/ UNITED STATES '
‘r“‘ZgL DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR %%ﬁ%%Ng:EALT
T GEQOLOGICA MIN.
38°37'30" — . -/._H /" ﬁﬁ/t_)io:-{_/inoorss ST?RE 1 My, 587’4 — | j 588’ 50° LOST CITY, W. VA, 26 M) \ sap (nzzgé
4277000m. N s . ’;_//\ Pleasant View Ch:l/;i/‘é!Q 7 e o Co __,'f:k o tiv‘/(’;

=N
275 \\\ﬁ A ol o)
B . . VT
‘ mﬁf Turleytown -
{ iz S \\ H

!

W, SINGERS GLEN 4.5 Mi
B R i

i1 p ‘_,‘ (:— { e ’;“.; - 3 / .;\ R ! h | N ;,/-géﬂnr Run‘{?’\%f; . 4

b N i . Ay i .z - - AN /., s -

ﬁ/' 4 ﬁ}{é‘ , ”/éﬁbaif*” ORI LA M D
.’/,' © 0 UL5.G.8. 7.5' quadrangle (scale:1:24000)

Broadway, Va. 1967

SITES HCUSE, Rockingham County, Va.
UTM References:

17/689150/4273770
v
42]4 3

-t
LErk]






