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Erected around 1810, the  Joseph Funk house is a  very pla in  l i t t l e  house 
constructed of logs and sheathed with weatherboarding. It i s  one-and- 
a-half s t o r i e s  high with a  gable roof and an undercut f ron t  gal lery .  The 
ex te r io r  end chimney on the  north end i s  originaLalthough t h a t  on the  
opposite end is a  l a t e r  addition. The three dormer windows, r ea r  sec t ion  
and f ron t  sash, a re  a lso l a t e r  additions. 

Much of the  o r ig ina l  f i n i s h  i n  the f ron t  two rooms of the  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  
i n t ac t .  The walls a re  sheathed with horizontal  boarding, and the  c e i l i n g  
re ta ins  i t s  exposed j o i s t s .  A very simple mantel with paneled f r i e z e  and 
molded shelf  surv ives . in  the  north room. The s t a i r  is boxed i n  with 
v e r t i c a l  boards. To acconxnodate the  music pupils with sleeping quar ters ,  
sheds were added to  the s ides  of the house, but they were l a t e r  removed. 

The log spring house i n  which Joseph ~ u n k  s e t  up-h is  p r in t ing  equipnent 
i n  1847 was demolished p r io r  t o  1934. The second-floor room where t he  pres 
was placed was o r ig ina l ly  a  loom r o w ,  but was converted t o  a  school room 
i n  1837. It served as Funk's publishing house from 1847 u n t i l  1878. . . 
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Joseph Funk(1777-1862)is remembered as an outstanding leader i n  the  
Mennonite f a i t h  and an i n f luen t i a l  musical theor i s t .  Born i n  Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, he was t he  grandson of Henry Funk (Heinreich 
Funck) who migrated to . the  Pennsylvania Colony i n  1719. The immediate 
o r ig in  of the  Funk family i u - ~ u m p e  was the Palat ine  area of the  Holy Roman 
Empire where they had been leaders i n  the  sixteenth-century Anabaptist 
Movement. Henry Funk became the  f i r s t  Mennonite Bishop i n  the American 
colonies. The Mennonites were the  main purveyors of German cu l tu re  i n  the  
Valley of Virginia.  

Bishop Henry had a l a rge  family. However, h i s  s p i r i t u a l  he i r  was "Young 
Henry" who shared h i s  f a t h e r ' s  re l ig ious  enthusiasm and founded the  so- 
ca l led  "Funkite" branch of the  Mennonite Church. Young Henry had 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  with many of h i s  neighbors because, although he refused 
mi l i t a ry  se rv ice  i n  the  Revolution of 1776, he did not condemn the  movement 
al together.  I n  1786 he sold  h i s  properties i n  ~ e n n s ~ l v a n i a  and moved t o  
Rockingham County, Virginia. His son, Joseph, was nine years o ld  a t  t h i s  
time. The remains of the foundation of the  f i r s t  Funk h e  i n  Virginia a r e  
discernible  a few miles northwest of Singers Glen near t h e  present home of 
M r .  Joseph E. Funk, Joseph's only surviving grandson. 

I n  1809 Joseph Funk purchased land near a spring (the land i s  l i s t e d  on the  
t a x  r o l l s  of 1810). The house which marks the  beginning of the  v i l l a g e  of 
Singers Glen was probably b u i l t  shor t ly  a f t e r  the time of purchase. Funk 
married twice; f i r s t  t o  Elizabeth Rhodes i n  1804 by whom he had f i v e  childrl  
and, second, t o  Rachel Briton i n  1814 by whom he had nine children. There 
has been much speculation among Funk scholars t h a t  Rachel Briton may not 
have been Mennonite. There are strong h in t s  of t h i s  i n  Funk's " ~ a t i t u d i -  
narianism" which he a t t r i bu t ed  t o  h i s  wife and i n  h i s  c lo se  connection with 
Cook's Creek Presbyterian Church, near Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Funk was an ear ly  t r ans l a to r  of Mennonite doctr ine  i n to  English. Among h i s  
works was the  t r ans l a t i on  of Elder Peter Burkholder's Mennonite Confession 
of Fai th  i n  1837 with Funk providing an introduction,  explanation and foot-  -- 
notes. Many of the books were published on h i s  own press,  es tabl ished i n  
1847 i n  a log cabin (since destroyed) near h i s  house. 

In  h i s  music career ,  Funk, was noted f o r  h i s  ins t ruc t ion  i n  sacred music I 
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and f o r  t he  publishing of music and re l igious  books. With h i s  sons he 
s e t  up singing schools i n  Singers Glen and elsewhere i n  the  Valley. He 
was i n f luen t i a l  i n  the  evolution of the  patent note system of musical 
notation,  and h i s  widely used hymnal, the  Harmonia Sacra, went through 
twenty-two edi t ions .  Funk's press operated u n t i l  1878 when Ephraim 
Ruebush and Aldine S. Kieffer,  Funk's grandsons, moved the  publishing 
house t o  Dayton, Virginia.  

M. B. C. 
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Side view from North. 
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