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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The v i l l a g e  of S inge r s  Glen l i e s  i n  a  hollow, s t r e t c h e d  east- to-west  along Route 
613 i n  r u r a l  Rockingham County. The a r e a  was o r i g i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  nine-  
teenth  cen tu ry  by t h e  Funk and Swank families, and i n  the  mid-nineteenth century  a  
t i n y  v i l l a g e ,  f i r s t  known a s  Mountain Valley,  began t o  grow up around the  farmstead 
of Joseph Funk, a  reno:,,med compiler (and, l a t e r ,  publ i sher )  of shape-note hymnals 
f o r  use  by r u r a l  r e l i g i o u s  groups. A s  t h e  v i l l a g e  grew, a  post o f f i c e  was e s t ab l i shed  
t h e r e  i n  1860 and t h e  n m e  was changed t o  S ingers  Glen. 

S ingers  Glen r e t a i n s  much of  i t s  l a t e  n ine tee th-century  a i r  and most of  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ings .  Modern i n t r u s i o n s  a r e  few and c o n s i s t  p r imar i ly  of a  gaso l ine  
s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of town and s e v e r a l  mid-twentieth-century houses s c a t t e r e d  
through i t .  There a r e  approximately 69 bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  S ingers  Glen H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  
Of these, .  about  70 percent  were e rec t ed  before  World War I. 

Among t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  houses a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  a r e  the 
following: 

Glen Farm (John S. Funk House), b u i l t  c .  1885, i s  a  two-story frame -- 
house e l a b o r a t e l y  decorated i n  l a t e  Vic to r i an  Gothic s t y l e .  Two pro- 
j e c t i n g  bays a r e  crownedby c r o s s  gables  whichshel te r  ba lconies  with 
sawnwork ba lus t r ades .  A one-story porch wi th  a  jigsaxm and sp inh le  
f r i e z e  u n i f i e s  the  facade.  Glen Farm, s i tua t e< :  a t  the  western edge 
of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  r e t a i n s  a  forebay bank barn and o t h e r  outbui ld ings .  

The Solomon Funk Farm, b u i l t  a f t e r  1857, has t h e  o n l y  rubble-stone - 
dwel l ing  house i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  This  i s  a  two-story, three-bay,  c e n t r a l -  
passage "I-house" wi th  s t o u t  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys p i e r c i n g  i t s  low 
hipped roof .  A crude hip-roofed porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  e a s t  ( r e a r )  entrance,  
and a  pedimented porch i s  a t  t h e  west en t rance .  This i s  supported by 
four  polygonal Greek Doric columns o f  a t t enua ted  propor t ions .  A handsome 
forebay bank barn i n  poor cond i t ion  i s  on t h e  property.  

The Edwin E. Funk House (Gray House),a two-story, L-plan, gable-roofed - -  
frame bu i ld ing ,  was b u i l t  i n  1892 by Edwin Funk, a  prominent l o c a l  c a r -  
p e n t e r ,  fo r  h i n s e l f .  It  is  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  d e l i c a t e  window heads 
and by i t s  one-s tory  porch wi th  turned b a l u s t e r s  and r i c h  sawnrvork f r i e z e .  

The Joseph Fun!< House is a  smal l ,  one-story frame bu i ld ing .  'The o l d e s t  
b u i l d i n g  i n  S inge r s  Glen, i t  h a s b ~ ~ l i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  on the  National  

R e g i s t e r  of  H i s t o r i c  P laces .  I ts o r i g i n a l  forebay bank barn was demolished 
i n  1975. 

Next t o  t h e  Joseph Funlc house a r e  t h e  houses of h i s  son Tinothy and 
of  h i s  grandsons William and Joseph R. Funk. The Timothy Funk House 
i s  a  p l a i n ,  two-story frame bu i ld ing  cons t ruc ted  around 1850 and con- 
s i d e r a b l y  a l t e r e d  s ince .  It was l a t e r  t h e  res idence  of S t a t e  Senator  
John Acker, a ' l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e .  

The Wi l l i an  Funk House and t h e  Joseph R.  Funk House a r e  among the 
most d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  S ingers  Glen. B u i l t  1852 and 1854, r e spec t ive ly ,  
they a r e  two-story frame houses s e t  on h i g h  basements, wi th  t h e i r  
gable  ends t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  Shaped s h i n g l e s  and  e l a b o r a t e  two-s tory ,  
E a s t l a k e - ~ s q l e  porches wi th  sawnwork and s p i n d l e  f r i e z e s  embell ish 

(See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  
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Singe r s  Glen i s  a  smal l ,  wel l ipreserved  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  v i l l a g e  i n  
a  mountain hollow i n  wes tern  Rockingham County. It i s  a s soc ia t ed  c h i e f l y  wi th  t h e  
Funk family,  whose important  Mennonite music-publishing a c t i v i t i e s  gave i t  i t s  i n -  

/ 
I i t i a l  impetus. But the  v i l l a g e ' s ' g r e a t e s t  period of p r o s p e r i t y  occurred a f t e r  t h e  

i 
,! 

1 

publ i sh ing  f i rm l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1878. The p resen t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
; I  

Singers  Glen r e f l ' e c t s  i t s  turn-of - the-century  heyday and makes i t  one of t h e  
i Shenandoah V a l l e y ' s  most p ic turesque  v i l l a g e s .  
I i 

Joseph Funk (d. 1862) moved t o  t h e  a rea  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade of  the  n ine teen th  
century.  While ope ra t ing  h i s  farm,he became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  compiling a  body of r e -  
l i g i o u s  music s u i t a b l e  f o r  h i s  Mennonite c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s .  I n  1816 he published 
Choral--, i n  the  German language, us ing  a  four-charac ter  shape-note n o t a t i o n  
system. S ix teen  yea r s  l a t e r ,  Funk issuedGenuine Church Music, again  us ing  the  shape 
n o t e s ,  but  t h i s  time w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  Engl i sh  language t o  appeal  t o  a  wider audience. 
The book went through fou r  e d i t i o n s  before  1847, when t h e  au thor  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  h i s  

i 
j 

farm the  publ i sh ing  house o f  Joseph Funk and Sons t o  produce h i s  own works. A new, 
expanded e d i t i o n  of t h e  Genuine Church w, published i n  1851, was renamed Harmonia 
Sacra and used a  v e r s i o n  of Jesse  Aiken's  new seven-character  shape-note system 
(a f a c t  which ~ u n k ' s  successor  f i rm,  Ruebush,Kieffer and Company, was forced t o  ac-  
knowledge and t o  make amends f o r  i n  1877). Harmonia Sacra proved t o  be one of t h e  
most popular  of t h e  shape-note songs te r s  and was r e p r i n t e d  i n t o  t h e  twen t i e th  century.  
Funk expanded h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e 1 8 5 0 s  wi th  the  ' i n i t i a t i o n  of a  p e r i o d i c a l ,  The Southern 
blusical Advocate - and S inge r s '  Fr iend  (1859-61; 1867-69). 

Joseph Funk's books a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  himself and t o  h i s  publishing ac- 
t i v i t i e s ,  and a  smal l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  c a l l e d  Mountain Valley,  grew up around h i s  farm- 
s t ead .  I n  1860 a  pos t  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e ,  and . the v.illirge iias 
renm.ed Singers  Glen, i n  honor of i t s  most conspicuous product.  

A f t e r  Funk's dea th ,  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  were c a r r i e d  on i n  p a r t  by t h e  Pa ten t  Not? 
Company (founded 1867;. reorganized 1873 a s  Ruebush, K ie f fe r  and Company) of  h i s  nephew 
Al.dine S. K ie f fe r  (1840-1904). K i e f f e r  wrote many hymn? and evange l i ca l  songs; 

l i k e  "The Grave on t h e  Green Hi l l s ide ' :  ( i6spired by t h e  g r i v e  of  h i s  i n f a n t  c h i l d  
t h e  S inge r s -Glen  cemetery) and "Twilight i s  s t ea l ing" ,  have passed i n t o  o r a l  t r a d i t i o r  
He compiled s e v e r a l  shape-aote hymnals, i nc lud ing  The C h r i s t i a n  Harp (1867) and & 
Temple S t a r ,  and i n i t i a t e d  Ruebush-Kieffer 's pub l i ca t ion  of t h e  popular p e r i o d i c a l  
The Musical Mi l l ion  F i r e s i d e  Friend (1870-1910) which was devoted p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  - 
defending t h e  cause of  shape-note musical  n o t a t i o n  aga ins t  t h e  "round" no te  advocates.  
The f i rm moved from Singers  Glen t o  Dayton, V i r g i n i a ,  i n  1878. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #3) 



Dyke, Henry P. S i n  e r s  Glen Ba t i s t  church .  S i n g e r s  ~ l e n :  1970.  
Jackson,  G e o r g e & t s i &  - S o u t h e r n  Uplands.  Feu  Yorl:  1933. 
S h e r r i l l ,  Eve lyn  Norc ross  and  Ben Hibbs.  "S ingers  Glen", Count ry  G~l:>tlemen, September 1934 

14-15+. 
S h o w r l t e r ,  Noan D. A t l a s  o f  Rockingham County,  V i r g i n i a .  H a r r i s o n b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a :  1939. -- 
T e r r e l 1 , I .  L. Old Houses o f  Rockingham County. Verona,  V i r g i n i a :  1970.  - - - 
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VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The a c r e a g e  compr i s ing  t h e  S i n g e r s  G l e n  H i s t o r i c  D i s -  

t r i c t  i s  bounded by a  l i n e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  a  p o i n t  (A) on  t h e  N s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route  613,  a t  
e a s t e r n  edge of  cemete ry ,  1600  f e e t  ESE o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  S t a t e  Routes  613 and 774; t h e n c e  
e x t e n d i n g  700 f e e t  SE t o  a  p o i n t  on t h e  S  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route  613; t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  600 f e e t  
SE a t  a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e ,  t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  600 f e e t  SN c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  S t a t e  Route  
876; t h e n  j u t t i n g  l e s s  t h a n  200 f e e t  NJ; t h e n  r u n n i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3400 f e e t  i n  a gen- 
e r a l l y  southwestward d i r e c t i o n ,  SE o f  and r o u a h l v  ~ a r a l l e l i n a  S t a t e  Route  613. t o  a o o i n t  - - .  - 
(C)  2200 f e e t  NE o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Routes  613 and (See c o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t L #  
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I DESCRIPTION 

1 t h e i r  f r o n t s .  The houses were b u i l t  by l o c a l  craf tsmen Edwin 
I 
I 

Funk, Harry Funk ( p l a s t e r e r )  and Fred Baer (mason). 

I 

I 
Simi la r  t o  these  i s  t h e  H. "Benjamin" Frankl in  - House ( b u i l t  

c .  1892), a l s o a  two-story frame bu i ld ing  wi th  i t s  gable end t o  t h e  
1 s t r e e t  and wi th  shaped sh ing le s  and a two-story porch wi th  a  sawn- 

work ba lus t r ade .  F rank l in  was Singers  Glen ' s  mayor during i t s  b r i e f  
period of  i nco rpora t ion  i n  1894. 

Many of t h e  commercial and pub l i c  bu i ld ings  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  Singers  Glen ' s  heyday 
surv ive .  These inc lude:  

The Swank S t o r e  and Post O f f i c e  (c. 1890) ---- 
a story-and-a-half frame bu i ld ing  which takes the  form common t o  
many r u r a l  commercial bu i ld ings  of nineteenth-century Virg in ia- -  
t h e  en t rance  i s  through t h e  gable  end, wi th  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  window 
t o  e i t h e r  s i d e .  No longer  t h e  Swank Store ,  the  bui ld ing  cont inues  
t o  func t ion  a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  post  o f f i c e .  

The T. Funk and Sons S t o r e  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  one of  the most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  bu i ld ings  i n  S ingers  Glen. A more urban-and urbane-ap- 

pearing s t r u c t u r e  than  t h e  Swank S to re ,  i t  i s  of b r i ck ,  two s t o r i e s  
t a l l ,  an6 t h r e e  bays v ide .  Entrance i s  through a recessed  doorway 
i n  an e l a b o r a t e  shop f r o n t  which is s h e l t e r e d  by a  f l a t  roof supported 
on b racke t s  and embell ished wi th  a  d e l i c a t e  fretwork corn ice .  The 
second-f loor  windows have round-arched heads and b r i ck  keystones. 
The f l a t  roof i s h i d d e n  by a  t a l l  f a l s e  f r o n t  sheathed i n  pressed t i n ,  
wi th  a  bracketed co rn ice  and a c e n t r a l  pediment bearing t h e  legend 
"1895/T. Funk and Sons." A h a l l  i n  the  second s t o r y  was used f o r  
t o m  assemblies  of  a l l  s o r t s .  

The Carr iage  Works i s  a  long, low, two-story b r i ck  bu i ld ing  - 
which has been g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d  t o  se rve  as  a  res idence .  Reputedly 
b u i l t  i n  1826, the  s t r u c t u r e  was moved t o  i t s  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  i n  
1885. It was opera ted  as  a  c a r r i a g e  f a c t o r y  by George Scha f fe r  from 
c.  1885 and by S. Hinton Swank from 1903-1910. 

(See con t inua t ion  shee t  #2) 
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DESCRIPTION 

The First Schoolhouse  o r i g i n a l l y  s t o o d  n e x t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Method i s t  Church b u t  has  now been moved t o  a  s i d e  s t r e e t  and 
g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d  f o r  u s e  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  It i s  p r e s e n t l y  a  
o n e - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e - r o o f e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  c r o s s  g a b l e  
on t h e  f r o n t  and a n  e l l  on  t h e  r e a r  and is  c o v e r e d  w i t h  pe r -  
mas t o n e .  

The Second Schoolhouse  (Nelson Lee H o m e ) ,  a  t w a - s t o r y ,  
s i n g l e - p i l e  f r ame  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  l a t e r  l e a n - t o ,  h a s  been 
a l t e r e d  f o r  u s e  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e ,  a s  h a s  t h e  n e a r b y  Third 
Schoolhouse  (Edwin Le igh  House), a  two-s to ry ,  t h r e e - b a y  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  segmenta l -a rched  open ings  and a  narrow,  
s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n .  

Tko c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s  c u r r e n t l y  s t a n d  i n  S i n g e r s  Glen.  The 
S i n g e r s  Glen  B a p t i s t  Church,  b u i l t  i n  1888,  i s  a n  L-shaped frame 
b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  s t y l e .  It i s  en-  
t e r e d  th rough  a t a l l  tower  w i t h  a n  e l a b o r a t e  s p i r e  which s t a n d s  
a t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m .  O r n a t e  p l a s t e r w o r k ,  
a  p u l p i t  made by members o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  and t w e n t i e t h -  
c e n t u r y  w a l l  p a i n t i n g s  a d o r n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

The U n i t e d  ? l e t h o d i s t  Church,  b u i l t  i n  1895 and e n l a r g e d  i n  
1905, i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  i n  a  p r o v i n c i a l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
P e r p e n d i c u l a r  G o t h i c  s t y l e .  The g a b l e  end o f  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  
w i t h  i t s  e l a b o r a t e  window is f l a n k e d  by towers  o f  unequa l  
h e i g h t  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  b r i c k ~ o r k .  

O n  t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  t h e  S i n g e r s  Glen  
cemete ry .  The f i r s t  b u r i a l  h e r e  was made i n  1826. The cemete ry  
c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r a v e  o f  J o s e p h  Funk (d. 1862) ,  marked by a  s t o n e  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  s a c r e d  h a r p ,  and t h e  g r a v e  o f  an  
i n f a n t  c h i l d  o f  hymn w r i t e r  A l d i n e  S. K i e f f e r ,  which i n s p i r e d  h i s  
p o p u l a r  hymn "The Grave on t h e  Green H i l l s i d e . "  

The 125 a c r e s  b e i n g  nominated,  s t r e t c h i n g  a l o n g  S t a t e  Route 613  f o r  a l i t t l e  
o v e r  one m i l e ,  i n c l u d e  most o f  t h e  a r e a  which h a s  been,  and i s  today ,  known 

. a s  S i n g e r s  Glen.  
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I SIGNIFICANCE 

The Funk/Ruebush-Kieffer publ i sh ing  a c t i v i t i e s  and the  C i v i l  War combined 
t o  b r ing  o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e  and a consequent element o f  cosmopolitanism and d i v e r s i t y  
i n t o  what o therwise  might have been an i s o l a t e d  Mennonite community. Joseph Funk's 
own r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  Mennonite community d e t e r i o r a t e d  toward t h e  end of h i s  l i f e ,  
and h i s  son and grandsons Timothy, John, Solomon, and Benjamin were among the  e a r l y  
p i l l a r s  of t k B a p t i s t  Church i n  S ingers  Glen, which was organized i n  1859 and which e r e c t e  
i t s  p resen t  bu i ld ing  on Funk-donated land i n  1888. 

The Funks continued t o  be c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  community, j u s t  as  t h e  houses 
of Funk and h i s  o f f s p r i n g  formed t h e  core  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  L i f e  i n  S ingers  Glen be- 
came more d i v e r s e ,  and t h e  fami ly ' s  i n t e r e s t s  turned from music t o  a r t i s a n r y ,  bus iness ,  
and p o l i t i c s .  The T. Funk and Sons S to re  was a  meeting h a l l  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and the  
r a l l y i n g  po in t  of  t h e  l o c a l  Acker Republican machine of  the l a t e  n ine teen th  and e a r l y  
twent ie th  c e n t u r i e s .  S t a t e  Senator  John Acker, who married i n t o  t h e  Funk family and 
l i v e d  i n  the  Timothy Funk house, b u i l t  a  potent  Rockingham County p o l i t i c a l  organiza t ion  
based on Val ley  German d i scon ten t  wi th  Eas t e rn  Vi rg in i a  "English" Democrats, who they 
thought were i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e i r  needs. 

Other  f a m i l i e s  became prominent as  the  Glen grew. The Swanks were perhaps t h e  
Funks' c h i e f  competi tors  f o r  l o c a l  i n f luence  and economic power, and t h e  S. Hinton 1 
Swank S to re  s t ands  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  the  v i l l a g e  as  a  reminder of  t h i s .  Nearby 
i s  the  Carr iage  Factory which Swank took over  i n  1903 and opera ted  u n t i l  1910. 

I 
I 
i 

By t h e  Late n ine teen th  century ,  S ingers  Glen had a  l i f e  of  i t s  own, years  a f t e r  1 
I 

t h e  publ i sh ing  a c t i v i t i e s  which had been i t s  o r i g i n a l  reason f o r  ex i s t ence  had l e f t  ! 

the  town. For a  b r i e f ,  o p t i m i s t i c  period beginning- in  1894, S ingers .Glen  was incorpora ted , ;  
wi th  H. "Benjamin" F rank l in  a s  mayor. Some of t h e  wealthy r e s i d e n t s  b u i l t  e l a b o r a t e , .  
i f  p rov inc ia l ,  ve r s ions  of  popular  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s ,  and many o t h e r  people 
b u i l t  themselves p l a i n  but  commodious frame houses a t  t h i s  t ime. S ingers  Glen conta ins  
a  number of  s t r u c t u r e s  e rec t ed  dur ing  the e a r l y  and mid-nineteenth century .  However, 
most of  the  bu i ld ings  d a t e  from the  period 1880-1900. i 

I 
Afte r  World War I, Singers  ~ l e n ' s  growth came t o  a  h a l t ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  changed 

very l i t t l e  u n t i l  r e c e n t  years .  A new g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n  and a few b r i ck  suburban-type 
i 

houses g ive  evidence of  revived i n t e r e s t  i n  S ingers  Glen as  a  l i v i n g ,  i f  no t  a  working, 
community. 
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9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission f i l e s .  
Waylapd, J o h n  W. A H i s t o r y  of  Rockingham County, V i r g i n i a .  Dayton, V i r g i n i a :  1912. - 

1 0 .  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA V e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  

777; t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  1600 f e e t  SW; t h e n  hT? a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1000 f e e t  c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  
S t a t e  Route  613 and r u n n i n g  a l o n g  E  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 777 f o r  l a s t  500 f e e t ;  
thence  e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4300 f e e t  NNE, NW of  and r o u g h l y  p a r a l l e l i n g  S t a t e  
Route  613 and c u t t i n g  th rough  o r c h a r d  on NW s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route  613; t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  700 f e e t  ENE; t h e n  400  f e e t  NNW; t h e n  runn ing  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  600 f e e t  
EKE a l o n g  n o r t h e r n  edge o f  cemete ry  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n  o n  w e s t  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 
613. 




