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2. 
forstreet number 

city, town x vicinity of congressional 

state code 165 


3. 
Category Ownership Status Present 
d i s t r i c t  public agriculture 

private unoccupied .commercial 
structure both w o r k  in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment 

o b j e c t  in process yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: industrial transportation 

A no military other: 

4. 


name 

street number 

city, town vicinity of 

courthouse,registry of deeds, 

street number 

city, town 

Survey

title this property been determined yes no 

federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X_ original site 
-3 good - ruins X altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original [if known] physical appearance 

The Earman House is s i t u a t e d  along Blacks Run south of  Harrisonburg, approximately 
800 f e e t  west of t h e  o l d  wagon road o r  l a t e r  Valley Turnpike. Like o the r  e a r l y  19th- 
century farmhouses, t h i s  w a s  a  five-bay b r i ck  "I" house. The dwelling o r i g i n a l l y  faced 
e a s t  towards t h e  stream, and evidence on t h e  west w a l l  r e v e a l s  t h e  presence of a  one-story 
e l l .  Popular decora t ive  f e a t u r e s  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  19th  century include t h e  Flemish-bond 
brickwork, molded b r i c k  cornice ,  b r i c k  jack arches  over the f i r s t - f l o o r  windows, and 
second-floor rowlock arches. By t h e  l a t e  19th century, t h e  main entrance t o  t h e  house had 
been changed t o  t h e  west three-bay w a l l ,  and a one-story e l l  had.been added off  t h e  former 
facade. Now t h e  main entrance is served by a 20th-century porch, enclosing a neocolonial 
pedimented door frame. 

The most outstanding f e a t u r e  of t h e  Earman House is t h e  showy Federa l  i n t e r i o r  with 
o r i g i n a l  pa in t ing  i n  the f i r s t - f l o o r  south pa r lo r .  The woodwork r e f l e c t s  a  s t ronger  knowl- 
edge of and response t o  Federal  period p a t t e r n  books t h a n m o s t  Val ley  farmhouses, b u t  these  
popular designs a r e  in te rp re ted  and painted i n  a  c r e a t i v e  l o c a l  manner, The carved, three-  
dimensional mantel,  with i t s  heavi ly  turned; f rees tanding columns, turned urns ,  and pro- 
jec t ing  sunburst  mot i fs ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  pe r s i s t ence  of t h e  robust  German forms. These 
design elements have been h ighl ighted  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of co lo r s ,  from t h e  b lue  marbleizing and 
gra in ing of t h e  columns t o  t h e  red c i r c u l a r  sunbursts  with gold bands, The textured  cen- 
t e r  of t h e  e l l i p t i c a l  pa te ra  has  been pain ted  dark brown with surrounding r i n g s  of blue- 
green and dark  red. Gold quar t e r  f ans  i n  t h e  co rne r s  of t h e  th ree  f r i e z e  panels  r a d i a t e  
outward t o  enclose t h e  sunbursts.  Two narrow panels ,  with v ine  and l e a f  designs,  f lank 
t h e  c e n t r a l  panel. I n  t h e  20th century,  much of t h e  mantel,  a s i d e  from t h e  sunbursts  and 
columns, had been pa in ted  a cream color .  There is evidence, however, t h a t  some of  the  
f ea tu res  had been picked up i n  b r i g h t e r  co lo r s  a g a i n s t  a  gray  background. 

The cupboards, doors, and windows a r e  f in i shed  by decora t ive  cornices ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  
severa l  Federal  per iod  motifs .  Matching t r i p a r t i t e  cupboards a r e  pos i t ioned on e i t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  manteL each composed of a  p ro jec t ing  c e n t r a l  g l a s s  cabinet  f lanked by two narrow, 
wooden cabinets .  Engaged c o l ~ m n s  de f ine  t h e  sec t ions  of t h e  cupboards and support  typ ica l  
Valley exaggerated cornices .  The f r i e z e s  again  enclose c e n t r a l  sunburst  panels  with urns 
t o  each s ide .  While much of  t h e  cupboards has  been pain ted  cream and t h e  urns gray i n  t h e  
20th century,  t h e  reeded columns r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b luemarble iz inq .  S imi lar ly ,  the  door 
and window t r im has been pain ted  cream, including themolded t r i m ,  f r i e z e ,  and layered 
cornice.  The c e n t r a l  design wi th in  these  f r i e z e s  c o n s i s t s  of a  r ed  vase  holding red flowers. 
Green and red  pinwheels with gold cen te r s  adorn t h e  corner blocks. 

The b r i g h t  green sponge pa in t ing  t h a t  f i n i s h e s  t h e  door, wainscot, and cupboard panels 
was a d i s t i n c t i v e  Valley p a i n t  des ign i n  t h e  e a r l y  19th century. Brown woodgrained r a i l s  

and stiles frame these  panels ,  and b lue  marbleized baseboards addmore  c o n t r a s t .  The c h a i r  
r a i l i n g ,  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  molded door and window trim, had probably o r i g i n a l l y  been painted 
dark gray, matching t h e  mantel and cupboards. 

Although t h e  o r i g i n a l  pa in t ing  does not survive  i n  o the r  rooms, t h e  woodwork through- 
o u t  the  house e x h i b i t s  o t h e r  c r e a t i v e  l o c a l  designs. In  t h e  passage, t h e  unusual round 
newel top  has been carved with a n  oculus design. The e l a b o r a t e  carved brackets  der ive  from 
p a t t e r n  book desiqns f o r  t h i s  period.  The s t a i r c a s e ,  now repainted ,  has a l s o  been decorated 
wi th  green sponge work, trimmed with gray, and f in i shed  w i t h  a  brown balus t rade .  The north 
f i r s t - f l o o r  room conta ins  a  s impler ,  Federa l  mantel--with molded p i l a s t e r s ,  three-panel 
f r i e z e ,  and layered cornice  shelf--and t h e  end blocks a r e  carved w i t h  f l o r a l  pa t t e rns .  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Sisnif icance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
2 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
-agriculture -economics -literature - sculpture 
2 architecture -education -military - social/ 
3 L  art - engineering music humanitarian 
- commerce X explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications -industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ca .  1822 BuilderlArchitect \ I  c . Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
. ,. , , . . , . . . 

STATEMENT OF ' SIGNTPICANCE - . .  
. .  . . 

The George Earman House is an outstanding example of t h e  c r e a t i v e  carving,  joinery, 
and pa in t ing  t h a t  charac ter ized  farmhouses i n  t h e  Valley of Vi rg in ia  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19th 
century. Hidden wi th in  an  except ional ly  p l a i n ,  ca,  1822 br ick  'T" house, this r i c h  deco- 
r a t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of t h e  German inf luence  a f t e r . - t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  con t inen ta l  
house forms had been abandoned f o r  t h e  popular Georgian ~ 'ode l s ,  The Eaman House woodwork 
i l l u s t r a t e s  a blend of  Federal  des igns  with t h e  German propensi ty  towards fl.amboyant deco- 
r a t i o n .  The l o c a l  carpenter  f r e e l y  in te rp re ted  t h e s e  p a t t e r n  5ook m o t i f s ,  carving them i n  ti 
more robus t  German manner and in teg ra t ing  them wi thmore  t r a d i t i o n a l  l o c a l  designs t o  c r e a t e  
very personal  compositions. The opulent ,  b r i g h t l y  coloredmarblei 'zing and gra in ing t h a t  
f i n i s h e s  t h e  e l abora te  p a r l o r  woodwork was popular i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Val ley ,  b u t  few examples 
of such complexity survive.  P a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  about t h i s  pa in t ing  a r e  t h e  sponge-w0r) 
designs on t h e  door and wainscot pane l s  and t h e  use of Br ight  co lo r s  t o  p ick  o u t  d e t a i l s  i n  
t h e  carved designs. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

George Earman (spel led  var ious ly  Earmin, Earmon, Airmon) was born i n  Pennsylvania 
i n  1774. He had immigrated t o  Virgin ia  by 1806, when he married Sarah Argenbright whose 
family had l a r g e  landholdings i n  Rockingham County, south of Har r i sonbur~ .  By 1810 George 
Earman had acquired 80 a c r e s  i n  t h e  same general  v i c i n i t y  a s  h i s  in-laws on Cook's Creek. 
I t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  he  b u i l t  a small dwelling on t h i s  proper ty ,  a s  t h e  1820 t a x  books in- 
d i c a t e  improvements on it of $200. The house e i t h e r  was no t  s tanding by 1815, o r  was valued 
a t  l e s s  than $500, a s  t h e  Personal  Property Tax books of t h a t  year  show Earman having no 
s laves ,  two horses,  f i v e  head of c a t t l e ,  and "a ches t  of drawers" b u t  no s u b s t a n t i a l  dwellin< 

I n  1823 t h e  t a x  books i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Earman added $800 f o r  "new buildings" on h i s  80 
acres ,  br inging t h e  t o t a l  bui ld ing value  up t o  $1,000. Although t h i s  sum seems small f o r  
t h e  house, few of t h e  houses i n  Rockingham County a t  t h a t  time were taxed v e r l  high. A l -  
though t h e  farm was modest i n  s i z e ,  Earman's well-crafted house was adequate f o r  h i s  family 
of a t  l e a s t  s i x  chi ldren .  A t  l e a s t  two of h i s  chi ldren ,  E l i j a h  and Jacob, were born a f t e r  

b 1821. Earman's r e a l  proper ty  was valued a t  $2,800 by 1850. 

Due t o  t h e  des t ruc t ion  of most of t h e  antebellum Rockingham records,  it is uncer ta in  
when Earman died;  however, h i s  h e i r s  so ld  h i s  farm i n  1868 t o  Sarah Ann Logan f o r  $5,846.86. 
The property was acquired by Hugh A. Heatwole i n  1907, and subsequent owners include W. W. 
Acker, Benjamin A.  Driver,  William F. Flory,  and S. L. Rexrode. The p resen t  owners and 
occupants a r e  William H. and Rebecca Hunter. 
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10. Geonra~hical Data a t i o n  Sheet #1 

Acreage of nominated property Acres 

Quadrangle name t Va 
UMT References 

1 7 1  8131 z i0101 141215131813101 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion a m ' n t  a o u t  80 
about 1,000 '  iiSW of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.?%in%d4t%k soutkern kovndarfope$ z5tu*gf  
Warrisonburg; thence extendin about 300' SVl# crossi>g approach drlve:  lience exten& about 40C 
1 ;  thence extending about 4 8 0 '  NE; thence about 400'  SE to po in t  of or2qin. 

(See . t i on  She& $11 - - - 
List a l l  State+ and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N / A  code county N /A code 

state bt 1 A code countv N/A code 

1 1. korm Prepared BY 

nameititle Virqinia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization virainia His to r i c  Landmarks Commission date September 1980 

Street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virginia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for t h p  Historic Preservation, Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651. 1 herebv nominate this nronertv for inclusion in the N onai Realster and certlfv that it has been evaluated - - -  ,. ~ ~~~ , ~ ~ ~ ~. ~. 
according to the criteria and ~ r o c e d h e s  set forth by the gr i tagq ~onservat@n and kecreatiap Service. - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive ~ i r k c t o r  
title oi roi n i  n His to r i c  Landmarks Comnission date my 1 0  1982 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The second f l o o r  a l s o  conta ins  two rooms with a  c e n t r a l  passage, although a small bathroor 
has r ecen t ly  been p a r t i t i o n e d  of f  t h e  southeas t  room. More carved sunbursts  and urns decoratr 
t h e  south mantel,  b u t  t h e  snake design i n  t h e  narrow f r i e z e  panels  i s  unusual.  The north 
mantel again conta ins  a  c e n t r a l  sunburst  with t h e  common l o c a l  quadrant designs i n  s i d e  panel! 
and end blocks.  A pa in ted  door,  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  p a r l o r  door, does survive  on the  second 
f l o o r ,  and t h e r e  is o t h e r  evidence t h a t  some of t h e  o t h e r  second-floor woodwork had been 
pa in ted  i n  t h e  green and gray p a t t e r n s  found on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l .  Most of t h e  woodwork on 
t h i s  f l o o r  has  been pa in ted  i n  t h e  20th century.  

This main block contained a f u l l ,  s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  basement, with a  r o o t  c e l l a r  t o  t h e  
nor th ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no evidence o f  a  f i r e p l a c e  i n  e i t h e r  room. The she l t e red  south c e l l a r  
entry--composed of a  gab le  roof r e s t i n g  on a low s tone  wall--dates t o  t h e  mid-19th century.  

Constructed o f  a l l - s t r e t c h e r  bond, t h e  b r i c k  e l l  con ta ins  t h e  common two-room p lan  with 
seve ra l  v a r i a t i o n s ,  including a shed, r a t h e r  than gable ,  roof and a chimney loca ted  on one 
end of t h e  c e n t r a l  wa l l .  The d a t e  August 5, 1878, which survives  on a basement p o s t ,  may 
suggest  a  more p r e c i s e  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  l a t e  19th-century add i t ion .  The main f l o o r  conta ins  
a  f r o n t  s i t t i n g  room and r e a r  k i tchen,  both f in i shed  with c h a i r  r a i l i n g ,  four-panel doors. 
p l a i n  board window and door t r i m ,  and some n a i l i n g  boards. An enclosed k i tchen s t a i r c a s e  
descends t o  t h e  basement, and a pan t ry  i s  loca ted  o f f  t h e  k i tchen porch. The f u l l  c e l l a r  
with o u t s i d e  ent rance  has  been whitewashed and p la s t e red .  This l a r g e ,  open room conta ins  
a  cooking f i r e p l a c e  and a cement cooling trough t o  t h e  west. 

A mid-19th-century b r i c k  smokehouse with diaper-work p a t t e r n s  on t h e  s i d e s  s tands  
southwest o f  t h e  main house, a s  does a  frame 20th-century garage. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

U.S. Census, Rockingham County, Va. 1810, 1820, 1830, 1850. 

10.  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

I. 
Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The r e g i s t e r  boundaries have been drawn t o  encompass t h e  t h r e e  a c r e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  
p resen t  George Earman House t r a c t ,  inc luding t h e  main house, t h e  20th-century garage, and 
t h e  immediate yard.  






